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Editorial
Welcome to the latest edition of the Ossory Times.
We are delighted that this publication is being so well
received in the parishes throughout the diocese. It is
wonderful for us in Ossory to have the opportunity to
share with each other some of the many great things
that are happening throughout our diocese, and as
you will see from the snapshot of this publication there
is a lot happening!
Recently

Pope

Francis

gave

two

extraordinary

interviews to La Civiltà Cattolica, a long running and
well respected Jesuit periodical, and the Italian Daily
La Repubblica. We have decided to include these
interviews in full in this edition of the Ossory Times to
make these wonderful encounters readily available to
as many as possible here in the diocese. We think you
will find them both engaging and moving. Along with
this there are many other very exiting articles which
report events and activities from around the diocese.
You will read a young pilgrim’s account of a journey
to Medjugorje, get an insight into the life of the Troy’s
Court

community,

and

have

a

view

of

the

work undertaken at St Colman’s Church, Conahy. Also
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included in this edition are a description of  the work of
the Diocesan Forum, news from the Integritas Centre, a
report on Confirmation Retreats in Peace In Christ and an
account of the hugely successful Faith Fest weekend
which saw around 5,000 people gather in St Kieran’s to
celebration their faith and much, much more..
We

hope

you

enjoy

this

publication

and

Confirmation
Retreats...
see pages 30

get a true sense of all that is happening right across
our diocese, demonstrating the strong sense of
community that exists and the centrality of
our Christian faith to our lives. Comments,
suggestions and contributions are most
welcome for future editions. Articles or
advertisements for upcoming events can be
sent to:
Ossory Adult Faith Development
St Kieran’s College,
College Road, Kilkenny.
Tel. 056-7753624 Email: afd@ossory.ie
The opinions expressed in the articles are those of
the contributors and not necessarily those of the
editors or the Diocese of Ossory.
Ossory Adult Faith Development
Tel 056 7753624
Email afd@ossory.ie
Web www.ossory.ie
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A personal encounter in
Medjugorje
A Young Medjugorje Pilgrim
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Young people of today are the future
of the Irish church

In Medjugorje you experience many walks of life,
firstly I am going to talk about the testimonies in
Medjugorje. I believe that these testimonies are
beneficial to everyone who comes to listen to them.
This year the group will never forget the testimony
of Meabh Carlin. Her story was really touching for all
to hear, inspiring the whole group with her witness to
the importance faith. At World Youth Day in Madrid
with friends. She was struck by a car and lost the
use off her legs. Meabh’s faith and perseverance
brought Meabh from being wheelchair bound to be
now able able to run 5ks today. Meabh’s witness is
of God answering her prayer and bringing healing
and courage to her life. Listening to the testimonies
like Meabh’s in Medjugorje opens your heart to the
possibility to God acting in your life.
The Medjugorje Youth Festival starts in the morning
with these testimonies and song. In the evening
before Mass we would all go down to the back of the
church as a group to pray the rosary. On the first night
the group joined in and began to take part in saying
the rosary. As the days went on the rosary, and how
to pray it, was becoming clearer to the group. This
made a great difference to the group as at first not
many of them would have known the rosary, but by
listening every day it helped them by following their
rosary beads as the rosary was being said. Adoration
this year was new to the group, as they would not
have experienced it that much at home. Having your
own quiet time with Jesus is an important time as we
can be so busy during the day that we don’t take
time for God or ourselves. At this time of Adoration it
is nice to thank God for our life and to thank him for
giving up his life for us. I found that this encouraged
my prayer and the prayer of the group, as they could
have this time in front of the Eucharist knowing that
He is present within them. Adoration brought greater
faith to the group as they could see how indepth
people were in their prayer and how they could have
similar experience in their own prayer.
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After going three years in a row, I can say I got
something from the pilgrimage every year. This year
especially, as my pray is stronger than what it was two
years ago. I allowed myself be interested in what was
going on and I attended all that was on our itinerary
for each day. Confession was a big thing to me this
year, not that I had many sins, but the fact that going
up to a priest to make an honest confession was
difficult. As Fr Mark talked about confession to the
group, confession made more sense. It made me
think about what he said to us and what we need
to ask ourselves before going to confession: “What’s
your actual relationship with God; with others and
with yourself.” As the day went on I thought about
these questions. I was talking to a friend and learned
the meaning of the Our Father prayer. The lines that
stood out for me were:
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
These words helped me make an honest confession
and made me realise that it was very important to
make time for confession.
Every year the group climb cross-mountain some in
do so in their bare feet. As they climb they take a
stone from the end of the mountain in memory of
a loved one for whom they are praying. The group
climb the mountain in silence allowing it to be a time
of meaningful prayer. When it was completed the
feeling the group had could not be put into words ..
it was an achievement in itself.
Each person on the pilgrimage had a personal
encounter with Christ. The one thing everyone says
is that they would love to keep the spirit alive when
they return home. It is so important that the youth
prayer meetings and even a youth Mass be set up
to allow young people to express their faith in a way
that is engaging. Young people are great at taking
initiative and indeed ownership and it is important
that the church would facilitate initiatives to allow
youth ministry and evangelisation to flourish in our
diocese and country. Young people of today are
the future of the Irish church.
The enthusiasm with which so many young people
return from Medjugorje bodes well for grounded
catholic families and communities into the future.
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Work continues today to offer
ever more opportunities for study
and development
Fr Demot Ryan

St Kieran’s College
Theology Library
When St Kieran’s College opened its doors for the first
time in 1782 its goal was simple: the education and
formation of each student to the highest standards
based on the values of the gospel. It was, right from
the start, therefore all about providing opportunities for
education. Now over 200 years later that remains the
purpose of St Kieran’s.
The College which is home to the Diocesan Secondary
School with over 700 pupils also houses an outreach
campus for NUI Maynooth where nearly 400 part time
and full time students take a number of different courses.
It also houses the offices of the Diocesan Forum, the
Vocations Director, Adult Faith Development and the
very popular Certificate in Theology, which provides
an opportunity for people involved in parishes to learn
more about the Church and their faith. The College is
therefore, at any given time, a true hive of activity.
Resonating with the early vision for St Kieran’s, work
continues today to offer ever more opportunities for
study and development. With this in mind St Kieran’s
recently opened the doors of its impressive Theology
Library to students who are studying religion or theology
in other parts of Ireland. The idea is that those students
who are studying theology in universities throughout
Ireland as part of their formation to become teachers,
are welcome to come and use the library when they are
in Kilkenny. The library will be open during office hours
and the full collection of books can be searched or
reserved using the new online facility which has recently
been developed.   
The new library catalogue is available for searching on
the College website www.stkieranscollege.ie.

page 7

ossory times

OCTOBER 2013

‘Christ, Light of the World’ 
Fr Eamonn O’Gorman

The work of art being carried out at
St Colman’s Church in Conahy parish
began in May 2013 and will finish by
mid-October. How did it come about?
Patrick Randall worked with Fr Eamonn
O’Gorman P.P. in Mooncoin parish on
projects in Carrigeen National School
and Mooncoin. Both had gone their
varying ways for a number of years until
they met in late February this year when
Fr Eamonn was appointed as parish priest
to Conahy and Pat bought a property in
neighbouring Ballyraggett, where he now
lives. Fr Eamonn brought Pat on a tour of
the parish and when he saw the altar and
blank back wall behind the high altar he
said: ‘what a blank canvass!’ Fr Eamonn
was pleasantly surprised and having read
the blurb on St Colman, ideas started to
flow and both came up with the means
by which this might happen. First of all, it
had to be put to the people of the parish
and after a presentation and vote taken
the green light was given.
The mural is almost 30 feet wide and 20
feet high. Much discussion takes place
each day between Fr Eamonn and Pat
regarding the direction and progress
of the painting and as Pat would say,
of himself: ‘I am the instrument of the
Lord’. The painting is on view to the
congregation and visitors as it progresses.
Fr Eamonn says that he is learning more
and more about art and appreciating
the great masters through this great work
of art. He says: ‘I’m glad to be able to
facilitate this work and I love to see the
initial reaction of people when the come
into the church and view for the first time.’
A trip to Conahy and a view of this work
is a must.
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A trip to Conahy and a view of this work is a must

 as envisioned by St Colman
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Patrick Randall, Artist

Coming
soon...

THE
OSSORY
APP
About the artist: Patrick was born to Irish
parents in London in 1948. He began
painting and sculpting at the age of twelve.
His early years were spent in the galleries
of London and he received support and
tuition from many contemporary painters
and sculptors. A thorough training in
art restoration gave him an excellent
grounding in a wide variety of techniques.
Having exhibited around the world, he
came to live in Ireland in 1980 and has
become a powerful and beneficial
influence, founding many projects
including galleries, holding exhibitions,
workshops, charity events and working
with cerebral palsy children, inner city
youth and refugees. His main influences
in painting and sculpture include Turner,
Bacon, Yeats, Lavery, Michael Angelo,
Giagometi and Henry Moore. Frances
Bacon gave him advice on his early work
and put him in touch with the Marylebone
Gallery which gave him his first exhibition
in London. A special appreciation for the
CE Scheme (formerly Fás) for allocating
the time to Pat, for the encouragement
they have given, and particular thanks
to Frank Curran, CE Supervisor, for his
tremendous help.
(Watch for more on this in future editions
of the Ossory Times).
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The emphasis at Troy’s Court
is on independent living

St Canice’s Parish

Troy’s Court
homes for the elderly
Brendan Graham

The driving force behind the development
of Troy’s Court was Fr Pat Comerford, the
then Parish Priest of St Canice’s. Fr Pat’s
dedication was greatly influenced by
Bishop Birch’s social services initiatives.
Fund raising commenced in 1989. Fr Pat
invited the Sisters of the Little Company
of Mary to manage the complex. The
first of five sisters arrived in 1990, and
together they made an extraordinary
contribution to the setting up, growth
and development of Troy’s Court, until
their retirement from management in
2012. Today two of the Sisters remain and
provide pastoral care to the residents. The
first residents arrived in September 1990.

Troy’s Court consists of 20 independent
living units, providing accommodation for
up to 25 persons, over the age of 65. In
addition to the units, the complex has a
day care centre, communal dining room,
kitchen, laundrette, assisted bathrooms,
toilets, a treatment room and an oratory.
The emphasis at Troy’s Court is on
independent living, in a safe and secure
communal environment. Support services
to residents comprise of a daily four course
meal, laundry service including ironing,
assistance with light housekeeping, daily
collection of refuse and recycling, all
included in the weekly rental charge.
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A day centre for the elderly of the Parish
operates Monday to Thursday each
week, with a nurse and care-assistant
in attendance. A social gathering of
parishioners, who come to enjoy activities
such as bingo, cards, music, art and
exercise classes. A four course meal is
also provided. In addition, with the help of
volunteer drivers, a home dinner delivery
service is available for a small fee.
The Priests of the Parish, Fr Kieran and Fr
Jim, celebrate weekly mass. At Easter
and Christmas a special mass and
the communal anointing of the sick is
celebrated for senior citizens, followed
by refreshments and light entertainment.
Great emphasis is placed on continuing
the ethos developed by the Sisters of
the Little Company of Mary during their
22 years at Troy’s Court. Admission to
Troy’s Court is by way of application and
a waiting list applies. The main source

ossory times

of funding is the rental payment from
residents, a small contribution from the
Health Service Executive and day care
fees. Small fund raising activities and the
goodwill of St Canice’s Parish are also
most important.
Troy’s Court provides employment for a
full-time manager and 9 part-time staff.
The Kilkenny Carers Support Services,
under the auspices of the Department of
Social Protection Community Employment
Scheme (FAS), provide further personnel.
Volunteers are always welcome to help
out at Troy’s Court.
The Manager Ms Frances Gilligan reports
to the Board of Directors, who voluntarily
give of their services. Board of Directors:
Mr G Meagher, (Chairman), Fr J Murphy,
Sr Catherine Walsh, Dr J Cuddihy, Ms A
Hanrahan, Mr B Graham (Secretary).
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On sale for Advent at your
parish office or contact
Ossory Adult Faith Development
Tel: 056 7753624
Email: afd@ossory.ie
Order online: www.ossory.ie
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It was a wonderful opportunity
for people to celebrate together
the rich tradition and the future
of the diocese

Faith Fest
2013
Celebrating
Faith in
Ossory
Eadaoin Maher

St Kieran’s College was awash with colour
and activities for a weekend last May, in
what turned out to be the first bright days
of a great summer, as the Ossory Adult Faith
Development group hosted its festival - Faith
Fest 2013: Celebrating Faith in Ossory. This
festival was held to celebrate the heritage of
faith and the activity of faith in the diocese
of Ossory.
The weekends many activities began with a
concert by Liam Lawton and special guests
the Unity Singers on the Friday night in St
Mary’s Cathedral. The Cathedral provided a
wonderful setting for this gathering and well
over four hundred people were there to enjoy
what turned out to be a wonderful concert.
Then from early Saturday morning right
through until Sunday evening the grounds
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Coming in 2014....
...more details to follow
Following on from the success of
the Faith Fest last year, for which
approximately 5,000 people were in
attendance, this year the Adult Faith
Development Group have begun
planning a Keynote Lecture...

The St Kieran Lecture
Keynote Lecture Workshops Concert Displays Hurling Blitz 10k Race

Diocese of Ossory

St Kieran’s College

Ossory Adult Faith

The
weekend
will
have
a
keynote lecture on an issue of
importance, workshops, a concert,
displays, a hurling blitz, a 10k
road race run and much more...

St Kieran’s College, Kilkenny
May 2014
For further information contact:
Ossory Adult Faith Development
056-7753624
afd@ossory.ie
www.ossory.ie
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of St Kieran’s College was truly buzzing with
activity. Many of the Parishes, Religious
congregations and organisations in the
diocese were represented at over seventy
displays located throughout the school
glasshall, and while this packed display area
hummed with people many others took part
in some of the nearly forty workshops, talks
and lectures that were offered. Speakers
such as John Waters, Julie Kavanagh,
Dermot McCarthy, a host of others offered
captivating talks to packed lecture rooms
all weekend. In keeping with the variety
of the weekend tours were offered of the
works and grounds of St Mary’s Cathedral,
thanks to the help of Mr Joe Meagher,
along with a very popular walking tour of
the city churches led by Fr Jim Murphy. The
weekend’s activities were framed in prayer
with adoration and opportunities for prayer
in the College Chapel.
The entire weekend was built around families
and the on-site catering, the activities and
games for families, the bouncy castles, slides
and face painting all ensured that those who
came to the College had an enjoyable day
out. The College Senior Pitch was also a hive
or activity for the weekend as young people
were given the opportunity to hurl for ‘the
pride of their parishes’ thanks to a hurling and
a camogie blitz for the u8s. Great excitement
was ensured by the arrival of many of the
county senior players to ref the matches
and presents the medals. The children were
delighted to have the opportunity to show
their skills in front of greats such as Tommy
Walsh, Jackie Tyrrell, Paul Murphy, Michael
Rice, Lester Ryan, Conor Forgarty, Richie
Hogan and on Sunday Angela Downey was
on hand to watch the camogie unfold and
to present medals to all who took part.
In all around 5,000 people came through the
grounds of the College during the weekend
for a festival that was, by any standards, a
massive success and a wonderful opportunity
for people to celebrate together the rich
tradition and the future of the diocese which,
going on the atmosphere of the weekend,
looks very good.
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it is a profound act of generosity... it mirrors
Christ’s own self-gift for us
Fr Michael Shortall

Give me a crash course
in... organ donation?
MORALITY MATTERS
Did you hear the government are making
changes on organ-donation? Yes. After a
public consultation that included many
groups and individuals, including the
former GAA footballer Joe Brolly, the
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Government are considering proposals
to change the current system of organ
donation from an ‘opt-in’ system to an
‘opt-out’ system. Some believe it would
greatly increase the current rates of
organ donation, which unfortunately are
often not enough to meet the demand.
So what’s the difference? In an opt-in
system, the express consent of the potential
donor or the family must be sought. In
an opt-out system, health professionals

OCTOBER 2013

this consent will be presumed, unless the
donor takes themsevles off a specially
created register.
But, could that be open to abuse? It is
possible; which is why the government
is proposing what is called a “soft” optout system. In practice, it will mean that
the family will always be consulted and if
they ever refuse a donation will not take
place. Is that really so different to what
already happens? Perhaps not, but the
government argues that it will help create
a presumption in favour of donation.
So there is nothing to be concerned
about? Well, we should always be
vigilant about the practices and laws
of those who are powerful, even if they
mean well – in this case, the government
and health care professionals. It all
depends on how the system operates.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church
states that ‘Organ donation after death
is a noble and meritorious act and is
to be encouraged as a expression of
generous solidarity.’ From a moral point
of view, organ donation is good because
it is a profound act of generosity. To a
Christian, it mirrors Christ’s own self-gift for
us. Therefore, any system would need to
respect the importance of giving rather
than be built on the blind presumption
of consent which opens the way to an
act of taking. The consultation process
with the family, that includes important
safeguards to protect the vulnerable, is
key. International experience points out
that increasing donation rates are not
brought about by simply changing the
law but by providing a system of wellresourced, trained, and widespread
system of co-ordinators.
So will this change happen? Ireland is
blessed to have strong public support for
organ donation. It is important then for
the Government to get the new system
right. Any perceived abuse may set back
that trust irretrievably, to the detriment to
those in great need.
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DIOCESE OF OSSORY
DATES FOR
CONFIRMATION 2014
FEBRUARY
Saturday, 1st
Slieverue
Sunday, 2nd	Galmoy
Saturday, 8t
Camross
Sunday, 9th
Danesfort
Saturday, 15th Tullaherin
Sunday, 16th
Tullaroan
Mid Term
MARCH			
Saturday, 1st
Castlecomer
Sunday, 2nd
Seir Kieran
Saturday, 8th
St Patrick’s
Sunday, 9th
Lisdowney
Saturday, 15th Johnstown
Sunday, 16th 	Aghaboe
Saturday, 22nd St Canice’s
Sunday, 23rd
Templeorum
Saturday, 29th St Mary’s
Sunday, 30th
Freshford
APRIL
Saturday, 5th
Sunday, 6th
Saturday, 12th
Sunday, 13th

St John’s
Ferrybank
Thomastown
Dunamaggan

Easter
MAY
Saturday, 3rd
Rosbercon
Sunday, 4th
Mooncoin
Saturday, 10th Castletown
Sunday, 11th
Conahy
Saturday, 17th Kilmacow
Sunday, 18th 	Aghaviller
Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage
to Lourdes
JUNE
Saturday, 31st
Sunday, 1st

Ballycallan
Windgap
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Enabling all the people of the Diocese, priests,
religious and lay, to respond to their baptismal call

The Ossory
Diocesan Forum
Sr Helen Maher

The drafting of a Pastoral Plan for the
Diocese of Ossory is one of the tasks
facing the Ossory Diocesan Forum. The
Forum, which consists of Pastoral Councils
at Parish, Deanery and Diocesan level, is
beginning a new four year term.
Since its establishment in 2004 the vision
at the heart of the Forum has been one
of enabling all the people of the Diocese,
priests, religious and lay, to respond to their
baptismal call to be co-responsible “for
the building of an effective collaborative
Church so as to further the mission of
Christ in the world” (Forum Constitution
2013). How heartening it is have this vision
so strongly endorsed by Pope Francis in
the recent interview he gave to Jesuit
Magazines, where he says: “The image
of the church I like is that of the holy,
faithful people of God… all the faithful
considered as a whole, are infallible in
matters of belief, and the people display
this infallibilitas in credendo, this infallibility
in believing, through a supernatural sense
of the faith of all the people walking
together.” Pope Francis emphasises the
need for consultation when he says: “I
do not want token consultations, but real
consultations.”
Providing channels to facilitate such
consultation throughout our diocese has
been the motivation for the establishment
of a network of Parish Pastoral Councils,
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Deanery Pastoral Councils
Diocesan Pastoral Council .

and

a

Recent Developments
The Deanery Pastoral Councils and the
Diocesan Pastoral Council completed
their first four-year term in April 2013. In
accordance with the Constitution, and
with the help of a facilitator, these groups
did a thorough evaluation of the work
of the previous four years. The main
recommendation emerging from that
process was that a diocesan Pastoral
Plan would be drawn up to give focus
and direction to the work of the pastoral
councils at all levels. Working on such
a Pastoral Plan is the immediate task
before the Forum at this time. Evaluating
the Constitution and revising it was also
part of the evaluation process.
OSSORY DIOCESAN FORUM CONSTITUTION
2013 has now been published.
MEMBERSHIP
Membership of the Deanery Pastoral
Councils consists of four priests of
the deanery, two religious and a lay
representative from each of the parishes
in that deanery. A turnover in membership
took place at the end of the first term and
there is continuity and newness in the
groups going forward as some members
had completed their terms and they
have been replaced by new people.
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Membership of the
Deanery Pastoral Councils 2013
Northern Deanery
Parish			
Aghaboe
Mrs	Alice
Burke
Ballyragget
Ms	Paula
Stapleton
Borris-in-Ossory Mr Thomas
Whelan
Camross
Ms	Patricia
Cuddy
Castlecomer Ms Betty
Brennan
Castletown
Ms Mary
McCarthy
Clogh
Ms Mary
Rice
Durrow
Ms Rose
Woods
Freshford
Ms	Anna
Rafter
Johnstown
Ms Breda
Campion
Lisdowney
Ms	Angela
Mullally
Muckalee
Ms	Aoife
Byrne
Rathdowney Ms	Assumpta Casey
Seir Kieran
Ms Lorna
Middletown
Urlingford
Ms Barbara
Joyce
Conahy
Ms Kathleen Maher
Priest Rep.
Fr Oliver
Maher
Priest Rep.
Fr Laurence Wallace
Priest Rep.
Fr	Eamonn O’Gorman
Religious Rep. Br. Stephen Deignan
Religious Rep. Sr	Ann
Kearney
Vicar Forane Fr Thomas
Murphy
Middle Deanery
Parish			
Ballycallan
Mr Sean
Brennan
Callan
Mr	Pat
Bacon
Clara
Ms Frances
Foley
Danesfort
Ms	Anne
Forristal
Gowran
Ms	AnneMarie Lanigan
St. Canice’s
Mr	Andrew	Heavey

St. John’s
Mr	Pat
Ryan
St. Mary’s
Ms Irene
McGuinness
St. Patrick’s
Mr	Pat
O’Shea
Tullaroan
Ms	Gemma Mulligan
Tullaherin
Mr Michael
Murphy
Priest Rep.
Fr Sean
O’Connor
Priest Rep.
Fr Willie	Purcell
Priest Rep.
Fr Kieran
O’Shea
Religious Rep. Fr Benignus Buckley OFM Cap
Religious Rep. Sr Kathleen Clancy
Vicar Forane Fr	Patrick
Dalton
			
Southern Deanery
Parish			
Aghaviller
Ms Kay	Power
Aghaviller
Ms Lily
Burke
Dunamaggin Mr	Paschal	Grace
Glenmore
Ms	Eileen
Irish
Inistioge
Mr Michael	Grace
Mooncoin
Ms Mary	Grace
Mullinavat
Mr Declan
Wall
Rosbercon
Ms Margaret Saunders
Slieverue
Ms Mary
Walsh
Thomastown
Ms Roisin
Mernagh
Windgap
Ms Mary	Egan
Ferrybank
Mr	Gerard	Hughes
Ballyhale
Mr Michael	Phelan
Priest Rep.
Fr James
Crotty
Priest Rep.
Fr Nicholas Flavin
Priest Rep.
Fr Thomas
Corcoran
Religious Rep. Br, Frank
Brennan
Religious Rep.			
Vicar Forane Fr Daniel
Cavanagh

Each of the new Deanery Pastoral Councils has already had two meetings, one in June
and one in September.
The Northern Deanery Council have chosen Ms Kathleen Maher as their Chairperson and
Ms Paula Stapleton as their Secretary. The other two groups will choose their Chairpersons
and Secretaries at the October meetings.
The outgoing Diocesan Pastoral Council remains in place until the Deanery groups, at their
October meetings, choose a representative to the Diocesan body. The new Diocesan
Pastoral Council will then be initiated.
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Integritas seeks to marry the
gifts of prayer and hospitality
in a domestic setting

Winter Programme at
Integritas a domestic
centre of Christian
spirituality
Patrick Treacy

The programme at Integritas over the
coming months centres upon one theme
which is central to Christmas, the mystery
of the Incarnation and our own story –
how can we know the presence of God
in our lives?
This theme is anchored in prayer on
each Wednesday evening here which
commences at 8.00 p.m. in the main
building. The guided prayer exercises
explore a way of making space to
encounter experiences of love in one’s
life. These evenings are conducted
under the supervision of Peter Hannan
S.J. and he will give two presentations
himself entitled ‘Why is our personal
experience so important to the spiritual
life?’ on Wednesday, October 23rd, 2013
at 8.00 p.m. and ‘How can we develop
our ability to believe in the love we have
received?’ on Wednesday December
11th, 2013 at 8.00 p.m.

St. Bernard of Clairvaux tells us that
whenever we ponder the scriptures, we
can be sure that the Lord is near and is
speaking words of peace into our hearts.
With this conviction, Integritas hosts a
scripture and theology study group
on the third Thursday evening of each
month, which is open to anyone to join
at any time.
On Thursday, October 17th, 2013 at 7.30
p.m., there will be evening given by Fr
James Donleavy O.P., the Prior of the Black
Abbey in Kilkenny, introducing The Acts of
the Apostles. After this introduction from
Fr Donleavy, the next group meetings
will reflect upon different chapters of The
Acts of the Apostles on the Thursdays of
November 21st, 2013, (chapters five to
eight), December 19th, 2013 (chapters
nine to twelve) and January 16th, 2014
(chapters thirteen to sixteen) with each
meeting commencing at 7.30 p.m.
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At the heart of Christian faith is the
conviction that our bodies are sacred,
created by God and deserving of care.
This belief underlines a programme
entitled ‘The Spiritual Care of the Body’
which is given at Integritas by Marian
Dolan (086-3082450/marian@yogaforall.
ie) and Fr Louis Hughes O.P. Marian
conducts two classes on each Monday
evening at 5.00 p.m. and at 7.30 p.m.
until Monday, November 25th next. She
teaches different ways of caring for the
body and the breath which draw from the
wisdom of yoga but do so in a way that
is explicitly Christ-centred and consistent
with Christian faith.
On Saturday, November 9th, at 10.00 a.m.,
Fr Louis will give a day course specifically
anchoring the exercises taught by Marian
in Christian faith, through contemplative
prayer, scripture and the celebration of
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the Eucharist. He will also give a further
class on these themes on Monday,
December 2nd at 7.30 p.m.
The final ongoing course at Integritas
takes place on the first Friday evening of
each month. The purpose of this course
is to explore how we can enter into the
Lord’s dynamic involvement in our lives
as a new integrity emerges when He is
placed at the centre of our existence.
Each evening begins with a short
presentation by Patrick Treacy. After this,
one of the last sayings of Jesus, from his
final meeting with the apostles before
his death, until his last words upon the
Cross, is reflected upon. The details of the
forthcoming evenings are :
The Body in Christian Faith (Friday,
November 1st, 2013 at 7.30 p.m.)
“I am thirsty” (John 19 : 28)
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Contemplation (Friday, December 6th,
2013 at 7.30 p.m.)
“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me
in Paradise.” (Luke 23 : 43)
Discernment of one’s calling (Friday,
January 3rd, 2014 at 7.30 p.m.)
“ … not what I want, but what you want”.
(Mark 14 : 36)
As Integritas seeks to marry the gifts of
prayer and hospitality in a domestic
setting, the centre seeks to learn from
the Cistercian communities in this area.
Accordingly, a day will be held here on
Saturday, January 11th, 2014 entitled
‘The potential of the Cistercian way in
the secular world’ with Dr. Bernadette
Flanagan PBVM, Sr. Marie Fahy, Abbess
of St. Mary’s, Abbey, Glencairn, County
Waterford and Dom Peter Garvey
O.S.C.O., Mount St. Abbey, Roscrea,
County Tipperary. They will explore
the particular relevance of Cistercian
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spirituality to the daily challenges arising
from living in an increasingly secular
world.
Finally, Integritas also search for an
ecumenical Christian spirituality. With
this as the central objective, during
Christian Unity week, Fr James Donleavy
O.P. will return to give an evening on
the significance of the theology of Yves
Congar O.P. at the Second Vatican
Council and beyond. This evening will
be held on Thursday, January 24th,
2014 at 7.30 p.m. To this and to the
entire programme here, you are most
welcome.

Integritas,
A domestic centre of Christian spirituality,
Ennisnag, Stoneyford, Co. Kilkenny.
Tel./Fax. No. (056) 7728902
E-mail : enquiries@integritas.ie
Website : www.integritas.ie
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St Kieran’s College Jubilarians’ Reunion 2013. Back (l-r): Very Rev. Willie Hennessy, Castletown, Co. Laois (Pearl); Very Rev. John Cairns, Nottingham
(Silver); Very Rev. Ollie Maher, Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny (Silver); Very Rev. John Meredith, Cardiff (Silver); Very Rev. Willie Dalton, Callan, Co. Kilkenny
(Ruby). Middle (l-r): Very Rev. Declan Boland, Derry (Ruby); Canon Brian Flynn PP, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny (Golden); Mgr Michael J. Conway,
Motherwell (Golden); Very Rev. Terence Boylan, Shrewsbury (Golden); Very Rev. Jackie Robinson, Borris-in-Ossory, Co. Laois (Ruby). Front (l-r): Very
Rev. Joseph F. Phelan, Nottingham (Golden); Rev. Dermot Ryan, President, St Kieran’s College; Most Rev. Seamus Freeman, SAC, Bishop of Ossory;
Very Rev. Patrick O’Rafferty, Sacramento (Diamond); Very Rev. Seamus Hester, Arundel & Brighton (Golden).

St Kieran’s Reunion
That which makes St Kieran’s most proud is what
its students achieve after they leave...
Each year on the first Tuesday after the
15th August the grounds of the College
are awash with colour as we are home to
the St Kieran’s Reunion. It is a wonderful
occasion for which many, who were
ordained from the College, return from all
parts of the world to celebrate together.
While all who studied here are most
welcome, and thankfully many return
each year, special attention is paid to the
Jubilarians and on Tuesday 20th August
2013 this was no different.
The
celebrations
began
with
a
concelebrated Mass in the College
Chapel at which Bishop Seamus Freeman
presided. Bishop Seamus spoke to
those gathered about the importance
of humility and service in the life of the
priest and how it can offer liberation and
joy to those who embrace it in daily life.
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Developing this theme he then cited
Herbert McCabe who reflected on the
importance of true love in the life of
priests who serve. McCabe noted “if
you love you are likely to be killed and if
you do not love you are dead already”!
Thereby laying down a challenge to all
gathered to continue the call to love and
serve as it was first given to them when
leaving St Kieran’s for ordination so many
years ago.
Following Mass there was an opportunity
for the traditional reunion photo for all
celebrating a Jubilee this year and a
drinks reception in the College sitting
room. It was wonderful to see so many
old friends come together to recall fondly
moments, days and years spent in the
College and laughs were shared as old
exploits were remembered.
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The College then hosted those gathered
to a celebratory dinner in the College ref.
and the conversations continued well
into the evening. As the meal concluded
Fr Dermot, as President of the College,
explained to those gathered some of
what was happening in the College
today and how it was proudly and
consciously continuing the tradition first
started in 1782. He reflected on some of
the incredible results which St Kieran’s
students achieved in this year’s Leaving
Certificate with 27 students scoring 500 or
more points, eight – 580 or more and two
the maximum 600! But the achievements,
he noted, did not stop there as he
drew attention to many of the diverse
accomplishments of the students of St
Kieran’s on and off the field of play; a
fact he suggested reflected clearly the
commitment and great energy of the staff
of the School and College to continuing
the proud St Kieran’s tradition. But most of
all he noted, that which makes St Kieran’s
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most proud is what its students achieve
after they leave these hallowed grounds
and looking around he reflected that the
College is most proud when it has the
opportunity to celebrate with men “like
those gathered tonight who generously,
willingly and dedicatedly each and every
day continued the mission of St Kieran’s
in helping, serving, educating and caring
for the people of God”. Concluding the
formal part of the evening he reminded
all those gathered that there was for
them always, and at any time, a bed and
a welcome in St Kieran’s when they were
passing though town since after all it was
and all will remain the home of Kieran’s
men.
The evening then continued with several
of those who were staying over, and
some who just dropped in, returning to
the College sitting room to share a few
drinks and more than a few memories
into the night.

Highrath, Maddoxtown,
Co. Kilkenny
056 7765061
martinmeany@live.com

Complete Funeral Service
• Funeral Home
• Flowers
• Personal Attention

Meany
Undertakers
Kilkenny

Director Martin Meany
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Quote text maybe here. Quote
text here. Text here

Canon Law books
are not big sellers

Albert McDonnell

LAW MATTERS

Church?’ It is a question that needs to be
addressed on several levels. Canon law is
not the most important part of the answer
but is an essential part of it nonetheless.

Canon law books are usually not big
sellers. However, there was an exception
last year. It is a book entitled ‘Quo Vadis?’
by our former President, Mary McAleese.
The book asks ‘where are we going as a

Every organised group of people needs
rules – who is responsible to doing the
various things that need to be done if
the group is to achieve its goals. The
Code of Canon Law is the rule book
for the Catholic Church. The rules are
derived from the Gospel, Tradition,
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are made also matters. Who gets
consulted, who gets listened to, who has
the right and/or opportunity to have an
input into decisions? Who has a say?
A good deal of this book is about the big
picture – the pope and the worldwide
college of bishops and how they fulfil their
role. However, Dr McAleese also discusses
the national, diocesan and parish levels
which also matter a great deal to people.
There are lots of canons which require or
invite bishops and parish priests not to act
alone in making decisions. This occurs in
varying ways by means of bodies such
as diocesan synods, diocesan and parish
pastoral and finance councils, and the
opening of some Church offices to the
laity and the greater use of expert advice
on a national, diocesan and parish level.
Nevertheless,
Mary McAleese is not hugely impressed by
what she finds in the Code of Canon Law
regarding involvement in decision making.
She feels that the hope generated by
Vatican II has not been realised. More is
needed. She believes that only the pope
can break this logjam.
Quo Vadis? Where next?

church teaching – ultimately from the
love and friendship that unite Christ and
His people. Pope John Paul II called our
current code of canon law, produced in
1983, the final document of the Second
Vatican Council.
In her book, Mary McAleese focuses on
the idea of ‘collegiality’ in the Catholic
Church, which is largely about how
decisions are made. Who makes the
decision is important, but how decisions

In his recent interview with the editor of La
Civiltá Cattolica Pope Francis presented
a fresh vision of church. He said ‘the
church is the people of God on the
journey through history …. Thinking with
the church, therefore, is my way of being
a part of this people. And all the faithful,
considered as a whole, are infallible in
matters of belief …. When the dialogue
among the people and bishops and the
pope goes down this road and is genuine,
then it is assisted by the Holy Spirit.’
We look forward to walking this road
together.

page 29

ossory times

OCTOBER 2013

“When Pentecost day came,
they all met in one room ….
All were filled with the Holy Spirit”
Acts 2:1-4

page 30

OCTOBER 2013

ossory times

Confirmation Retreats at
Peace in Christ
Sr Margaret Moloney

Each January for the past thirty years, we,
at Peace in Christ Retreat House, look
forward to opening our doors to the young
people of the diocese who are preparing
for the Sacrament of Confirmation in our
primary schools.
The
openness,
spontaneity
and
cheerfulness of these young people,
who are always eager to participate in
our Confirmation programme, contribute
new life and energy to the atmosphere
at Peace in Christ.
Our Confirmation Retreat aims to add
another important aspect to the young
people’s preparation by giving them a
spiritual experience of the power of the
Holy Spirit which they first received in
Baptism.
Our day begins with welcome by the
members of the Confirmation Retreat
Team. With a brief explanation, we
begin a short celebration, recalling the
baptismal commitment made by their
parents on behalf of the young people.
This is expressed through the richness
of word and ritual, using the baptismal
symbols to set the tone for the retreat
experience.
Each group is divided into three working
groups. These rotate throughout the
morning enabling each young person to
experience:
• Meditation
• Exploring the gifts and fruits of the
Holy Spirit
• Preparing for the celebration of the
Eucharist
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MEDITATION
The young people learn a little about posture
and breathing that aids relaxation. They
experience stillness and silence that enables
them to meditate. Through meditation they
come into the presence of the sacred within
themselves. We encourage them to experience
the gift of their own goodness given to them
by God (Gen 1:26) and to experience the
unconditional love of God in which they are
held.
EXPLORING THE GIFTS AND FRUITS OF THE HOLY
SPIRIT
This session is interactive as we explore together,
with the aid of a DVD, the life and energy of the
Holy Spirit.
• The first section of the DVD looks at the
Holy Spirit, the creative energy of God –
the breath of God in the creation of the
world. The young people then describe in
their own words their impression of the Holy
Spirit.
• Section two explores how the Holy Spirit is
active in the Life of Jesus.
• Section three deals with the gifts of the
Holy Spirit in the life of the young people
and enables them to reflect on their call to
witness to Jesus.
CREATIVE PREPARATION FOR THE CELEBRATION
OF THE EUCHARIST
• Group One prepares the Introduction
to the Eucharist and the Penitential Rite
through creative gesture and movement,
expressing the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.
• Group Two prepares the Liturgy of the Word
through story and drama. The offertory
procession and prayers of the faithful are
expressed through baptismal symbols and
commentary.
• Group Three prepares the communion
reflection through sacred movement and
song.
To conclude the retreat, the young people
are joined by a priest from their parish for the
celebration of the Eucharist. With the experience
of their day at Peace in Christ and the great
preparatory work done by their teachers and
parish, they go forth with joyful enthusiasm to
celebrate their confirmation day.
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Eilis Costello and
Donnchadh Ó Riordain
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Northern Deanery
Pastoral Council
Presentation and
Seder Meal
Donnacha Ó Riordain

Jane Meally and
Donnchadh Ó Riordain
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A Big Heart Open to God

This interview with Pope Francis took place over the course of three meetings during August 2013 in
Rome. The interview was conducted in person by Antonio Spadaro, S.J., editor in chief of La Civiltà
Cattolica, the Italian Jesuit journal. Father Spadaro conducted the interview on behalf of La Civiltà
Cattolica, America and several other major Jesuit journals around the world. The editorial teams at
each of the journals prepared questions and sent them to Father Spadaro, who then consolidated
and organized them. The interview was conducted in Italian. After the Italian text was officially
approved, America commissioned a team of five independent experts to translate it into English.
America is solely responsible for the accuracy of this translation. UPDATE (Sept. 30): The following
is the translation of the complete text of the original Italian, which was edited for length in the print
edition of America dated Sept. 30. 2013.  

It is Monday, Aug. 19, 2013. I have an appointment
with Pope Francis at 10 a.m. in Santa Marta. I,
however, inherited from my father the habit of
arriving early for everything. The people who
welcome me tell me to make myself comfortable
in one of the parlors. I do not have to wait for
long and after a few minutes I am brought over to

page 34

the lift. This short wait gave me the opportunity
to remember the meeting in Lisbon of the editors
of a number of journals of the Society of Jesus,
at which the proposal emerged to publish jointly
an interview with the pope. I had a discussion
with the other editors, during which we proposed
some questions that would express everyone’s

La Civiltà Cattolica continued
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interests. I emerge from the lift and I see the pope
already waiting for me at the door. In meeting him
here, I had the pleasant impression that I was not
crossing any threshold.
I enter his room and the pope invites me to sit in
his easy chair. He himself sits on a chair that is
higher and stiffer because of his back problems.
The setting is simple, austere. The workspace
occupied by the desk is small. I am impressed
not only by the simplicity of the furniture, but also
by the objects in the room. There are only a few.
These include an icon of St. Francis, a statue of
Our Lady of Luján, patron saint of Argentina, a
crucifix and a statue of St. Joseph sleeping, very
similar to the one which I had seen in his office
at the Colegio Máximo de San Miguel, where
he was rector and also provincial superior. The
spirituality of Jorge Mario Bergoglio is not made
of “harmonized energies,” as he would call them,
but of human faces: Christ, St. Francis, St. Joseph
and Mary.
The pope welcomes me with that smile that has
already traveled all around the world, that same
smile that opens hearts. We begin speaking about
many things, but above all about his trip to Brazil.
The pope considers it a true grace. I ask him if
he has had time to rest. He tells me that yes, he
is doing well, but above all that World Youth Day
was for him a “mystery.” He says that he is not
used to talking to so many people: “I manage to
look at individual persons, one at a time, to enter
into personal contact with whomever I have in
front of me. I’m not used to the masses.” I tell
him that it is true, that people notice it, and that
it makes a big impression on everyone. You can
tell that whenever he is among a crowd of people
his eyes actually rest on individual persons. Then
the television cameras project the images and
everyone can see them. This way he can feel free
to remain in direct contact, at least with his eyes,
with the individuals he has in front of him. To me,
he seems happy about this: that he can be who
he is, that he does not have to alter his ordinary
way of communicating with others, even when he
is in front of millions of people, as happened on
the beach at Copacabana.
Before I switch on the voice-recorder we also
talk about other things. Commenting on one of
my own publications he tells me that the two
contemporary French thinkers that he holds dear
are Henri De Lubac, S.J., and Michel de Certeau,
S.J. I also speak to him about more personal
matters. He too speaks to me on a personal level,
in particular about his election to the pontificate.
He tells me that when he began to realize that
he might be elected, on Wednesday, March 13,
during lunch, he felt a deep and inexplicable peace
and interior consolation come over him, along
with a great darkness, a deep obscurity about
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everything else. And those feelings accompanied
him until his election later that day.
Actually I would have liked to continue speaking
with him in this very personal manner for much
longer, but I take up my papers, filled with
questions that I had written down before, and I
turn on the voice-recorder. First of all I thank him
on behalf of all the editors of the various Jesuit
magazines that will publish this interview.
Just a bit before the audience that the pope
granted on June 14 to the Jesuits of La Civiltà
Cattolica, the pope had spoken to me about his
great difficulty in giving interviews. He had told
me that he prefers to think carefully rather than
give quick responses to on-the-spot interviews.
He feels that the right answers come to him after
having already given his initial response. “I did
not recognize myself when I responded to the
journalists asking me questions on the return
flight from Rio de Janeiro,” he tells me. But
it’s true: many times in this interview the pope
interrupted what he was saying in response to a
question several times, in order to add something
to an earlier response. Talking with Pope Francis
is a kind of volcanic flow of ideas that are bound
up with each other. Even taking notes gives
me an uncomfortable feeling, as if I were trying
to suppress a surging spring of dialogue. It is
clear that Pope Francis is more used to having
conversations than giving lectures.
Who Is Jorge Mario Bergoglio?
I have the first question ready, but then I decide
not to follow the script that I had prepared for
myself, and I ask him point-blank: “Who is Jorge
Mario Bergoglio?” The pope stares at me in
silence. I ask him if this is a question that I am
allowed to ask.... He nods that it is, and he tells
me: “I do not know what might be the most fitting
description.... I am a sinner. This is the most
accurate definition. It is not a figure of speech, a
literary genre. I am a sinner.”
The pope continues to reflect and concentrate,
as if he did not expect this question, as if he
were forced to reflect further. “Yes, perhaps I
can say that I am a bit astute, that I can adapt
to circumstances, but it is also true that I am a
bit naïve. Yes, but the best summary, the one
that comes more from the inside and I feel most
true is this: I am a sinner whom the Lord has
looked upon.” And he repeats: “I am one who is
looked upon by the Lord. I always felt my motto,
Miserando atque Eligendo [By Having Mercy and
by Choosing Him], was very true for me.”
The motto is taken from the Homilies of Bede the
Venerable, who writes in his comments on the
Gospel story of the calling of Matthew: “Jesus
saw a publican, and since he looked at him with
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feelings of love and chose him, he said to him,
‘Follow me.’” The pope adds: “I think the Latin
gerund miserando is impossible to translate
in both Italian and Spanish. I like to translate
it with another gerund that does not exist:
misericordiando [“mercy-ing”].
Pope Francis continues his reflection and tells
me, in a change of topic that I do not immediately
understand: “I do not know Rome well. I know a
few things. These include the Basilica of St. Mary
Major; I always used to go there.” I laugh and I
tell him, “We all understood that very well, Holy
Father!” “Right, yes”—the pope continues—”I
know St. Mary Major, St. Peter’s...but when I
had to come to Rome, I always stayed in [the
neighborhood of] Via della Scrofa. From there I
often visited the Church of St. Louis of France,
and I went there to contemplate the painting of
‘The Calling of St. Matthew,’ by Caravaggio.” I
begin to intuit what the pope wants to tell me.
“That finger of Jesus, pointing at Matthew. That’s
me. I feel like him. Like Matthew.” Here the pope
becomes determined, as if he had finally found
the image he was looking for: “It is the gesture
of Matthew that strikes me: he holds on to his
money as if to say, ‘No, not me! No, this money
is mine.’ Here, this is me, a sinner on whom the
Lord has turned his gaze. And this is what I said
when they asked me if I would accept my election
as pontiff.” Then the pope whispers in Latin: “I
am a sinner, but I trust in the infinite mercy and
patience of our Lord Jesus Christ, and I accept in
a spirit of penance.”
Why Did You Become a Jesuit?
I understand that this motto of acceptance is for
Pope Francis also a badge of identity. There was
nothing left to add. I continue with the first question
that I was going to ask: “Holy Father, what made
you choose to enter the Society of Jesus? What
struck you about the Jesuit Order?”
“I wanted something more. But I did not know
what. I entered the diocesan seminary. I liked
the Dominicans and I had Dominican friends.
But then I chose the Society of Jesus, which I
knew well because the seminary was entrusted
to the Jesuits. Three things in particular struck
me about the Society: the missionary spirit,
community and discipline. And this is strange,
because I am a really, really undisciplined person.
But their discipline, the way they manage their
time—these things struck me so much.
“And then a thing that is really important for me:
community. I was always looking for a community.
I did not see myself as a priest on my own. I need
a community. And you can tell this by the fact
that I am here in Santa Marta. At the time of the
conclave I lived in Room 207. (The rooms were
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assigned by drawing lots.) This room where we
are now was a guest room. I chose to live here, in
Room 201, because when I took possession of the
papal apartment, inside myself I distinctly heard a
‘no.’ The papal apartment in the Apostolic Palace
is not luxurious. It is old, tastefully decorated and
large, but not luxurious. But in the end it is like
an inverted funnel. It is big and spacious, but the
entrance is really tight. People can come only in
dribs and drabs, and I cannot live without people.
I need to live my life with others.”
While the pope speaks about mission and
community I recall all of those documents of the
Society of Jesus that talk about a “community for
mission” and I find them among his words.
What Does It Mean for a Jesuit to Be Bishop
of Rome?
I want to continue along this line and I ask the
pope a question regarding the fact that he is
the first Jesuit to be elected bishop of Rome:
“How do you understand the role of service to
the universal church that you have been called to
play in the light of Ignatian spirituality? What does
it mean for a Jesuit to be elected pope? What
element of Ignatian spirituality helps you live your
ministry?”
“Discernment,” he replies. “Discernment is one
of the things that worked inside St. Ignatius.
For him it is an instrument of struggle in order
to know the Lord and follow him more closely.
I was always struck by a saying that describes
the vision of Ignatius: non coerceri a maximo,
sed contineri a minimo divinum est (“not to be
limited by the greatest and yet to be contained
in the tiniest—this is the divine”). I thought a lot
about this phrase in connection with the issue of
different roles in the government of the church,
about becoming the superior of somebody else:
it is important not to be restricted by a larger
space, and it is important to be able to stay in
restricted spaces. This virtue of the large and
small is magnanimity. Thanks to magnanimity, we
can always look at the horizon from the position
where we are. That means being able to do the
little things of every day with a big heart open
to God and to others. That means being able to
appreciate the small things inside large horizons,
those of the kingdom of God.
“This motto,” the pope continues, “offers
parameters to assume a correct position for
discernment, in order to hear the things of God
from God’s ‘point of view.’ According to St.
Ignatius, great principles must be embodied in
the circumstances of place, time and people. In
his own way, John XXIII adopted this attitude with
regard to the government of the church, when he
repeated the motto, ‘See everything; turn a blind
eye to much; correct a little.’ John XXIII saw all
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things, the maximum dimension, but he chose
to correct a few, the minimum dimension. You
can have large projects and implement them by
means of a few of the smallest things. Or you
can use weak means that are more effective than
strong ones, as Paul also said in his First Letter
to the Corinthians.
I believe that we always need time to
lay the foundations for real, effective
change.
“This discernment takes time. For example, many
think that changes and reforms can take place in
a short time. I believe that we always need time
to lay the foundations for real, effective change.
And this is the time of discernment. Sometimes
discernment instead urges us to do precisely
what you had at first thought you would do
later. And that is what has happened to me in
recent months. Discernment is always done in
the presence of the Lord, looking at the signs,
listening to the things that happen, the feeling
of the people, especially the poor. My choices,
including those related to the day-to-day aspects
of life, like the use of a modest car, are related to
a spiritual discernment that responds to a need
that arises from looking at things, at people and
from reading the signs of the times. Discernment
in the Lord guides me in my way of governing.
“But I am always wary of decisions made hastily.
I am always wary of the first decision, that is,
the first thing that comes to my mind if I have to
make a decision. This is usually the wrong thing.
I have to wait and assess, looking deep into
myself, taking the necessary time. The wisdom
of discernment redeems the necessary ambiguity
of life and helps us find the most appropriate
means, which do not always coincide with what
looks great and strong.”
The Society of Jesus
Discernment is therefore a pillar of the spirituality
of Pope Francis. It expresses in a particular
manner his Jesuit identity. I ask him then how the
Society of Jesus can be of service to the church
today, and what characteristics set it apart. I also
ask him to comment on the possible risks that the
Society runs.
The Society of Jesus is an institution
in tension,” the pope replied, “always
fundamentally in tension. A Jesuit is a
person who is not centered in himself.
The Society itself also looks to a center
outside itself; its center is Christ and his
church.
“The Society of Jesus is an institution in tension,”
the pope replied, “always fundamentally in
tension. A Jesuit is a person who is not centered
in himself. The Society itself also looks to a
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center outside itself; its center is Christ and his
church. So if the Society centers itself in Christ
and the church, it has two fundamental points
of reference for its balance and for being able to
live on the margins, on the frontier. If it looks too
much in upon itself, it puts itself at the center as
a very solid, very well ‘armed’ structure, but then
it runs the risk of feeling safe and self-sufficient.
The Society must always have before itself the
Deus semper maior, the always-greater God, and
the pursuit of the ever greater glory of God, the
church as true bride of Christ our Lord, Christ
the king who conquers us and to whom we offer
our whole person and all our hard work, even if
we are clay pots, inadequate. This tension takes
us out of ourselves continuously. The tool that
makes the Society of Jesus not centered in itself,
really strong, is, then, the account of conscience,
which is at the same time paternal and fraternal,
because it helps the Society to fulfill its mission
better.”
The pope is referring to the requirement in the
Constitutions of the Society of Jesus that the
Jesuit must “manifest his conscience,” that is, his
inner spiritual situation, so that the superior can
be more conscious and knowledgeable about
sending a person on mission.
“But it is difficult to speak of the Society,” continues
Pope Francis. “When you express too much, you
run the risk of being misunderstood. The Society
of Jesus can be described only in narrative
form. Only in narrative form do you discern, not
in a philosophical or theological explanation,
which allows you rather to discuss. The style
of the Society is not shaped by discussion, but
by discernment, which of course presupposes
discussion as part of the process. The mystical
dimension of discernment never defines its
edges and does not complete the thought.
The Jesuit must be a person whose thought is
incomplete, in the sense of open-ended thinking.
There have been periods in the Society in which
Jesuits have lived in an environment of closed
and rigid thought, more instructive-ascetic than
mystical: this distortion of Jesuit life gave birth to
the Epitome Instituti.”
The pope is referring to a compendium,
formulated in the 20th century for practical
purposes, that came to be seen as a replacement
for the Constitutions. The formation of Jesuits for
some time was shaped by this text, to the extent
that some never read the Constitutions, the
foundational text. During this period, in the pope’s
view, the rules threatened to overwhelm the spirit,
and the Society yielded to the temptation to
explicate and define its charism too narrowly.
Pope Francis continues: “No, the Jesuit always
thinks, again and again, looking at the horizon
toward which he must go, with Christ at the
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center. This is his real strength. And that pushes
the Society to be searching, creative and
generous. So now, more than ever, the Society
of Jesus must be contemplative in action, must
live a profound closeness to the whole church
as both the ‘people of God’ and ‘holy mother
the hierarchical church.’ This requires much
humility, sacrifice and courage, especially when
you are misunderstood or you are the subject of
misunderstandings and slanders, but that is the
most fruitful attitude. Let us think of the tensions
of the past history, in the previous centuries,
about the Chinese rites controversy, the Malabar
rites and the Reductions in Paraguay.
“I am a witness myself to the misunderstandings
and problems that the Society has recently
experienced. Among those there were tough
times, especially when it came to the issue
of extending to all Jesuits the fourth vow of
obedience to the pope. What gave me confidence
at the time of Father Arrupe [superior general of
the Jesuits from 1965 to 1983] was the fact that
he was a man of prayer, a man who spent much
time in prayer. I remember him when he prayed
sitting on the ground in the Japanese style. For
this he had the right attitude and made the right
decisions.”
The Model: Peter Faber, ‘Reformed Priest’
I am wondering if there are figures among the
Jesuits, from the origins of the Society to the
present date, that have affected him in a particular
way, so I ask the pope who they are and why. He
begins by mentioning Ignatius Loyola [founder of
the Jesuits] and Francis Xavier, but then focuses
on a figure that other Jesuits certainly know, but
who is of course not as well known to the general
public: Peter Faber (1506-46), from Savoy. He
was one of the first companions of St. Ignatius, in
fact the first, with whom he shared a room when
the two were students at the University of Paris.
The third roommate was Francis Xavier. Pius IX
declared Faber blessed on Sept. 5, 1872, and the
cause for his canonization is still open.
The pope cites an edition of Faber’s works,
which he asked two Jesuit scholars, Miguel A.
Fiorito and Jaime H. Amadeo, to edit and publish
when he was provincial superior of the Jesuits
in Argentina. An edition that he particularly likes
is the one by Michel de Certeau. I ask the pope
why he is so impressed by Faber, and which of
Faber’s traits he finds particularly moving.
“[His] dialogue with all,” the pope says, “even
the most remote and even with his opponents;
his simple piety, a certain naïveté perhaps, his
being available straightaway, his careful interior
discernment, the fact that he was a man capable
of great and strong decisions but also capable of
being so gentle and loving.”
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As Pope Francis lists these personal characteristics
of his favorite Jesuit I understand just how
much this figure has truly been a model for his
own life. Michel de Certeau, S.J., characterized
Faber simply as “the reformed priest,” for whom
interior experience, dogmatic expression and
structural reform are intimately inseparable. I
begin to understand, therefore, that Pope Francis
is inspired precisely by this kind of reform. At this
point the pope continues with a reflection on the
true face of the fundador of the Society of Jesus,
Ignatius of Loyola.
“Ignatius is a mystic, not an ascetic,” he says.
“It irritates me when I hear that the Spiritual
Exercises are ‘Ignatian’ only because they are
done in silence. In fact, the Exercises can be
perfectly Ignatian also in daily life and without
the silence. An interpretation of the Spiritual
Exercises that emphasizes asceticism, silence
and penance is a distorted one that became
widespread even in the Society, especially in the
Society of Jesus in Spain. I am rather close to the
mystical movement, that of Louis Lallement and
Jean-Joseph Surin. And Faber was a mystic.”
Experience in Church Government
What kind of experience in church government,
as a Jesuit superior and then as superior of a
province of the Society of Jesus, helped to fully
form Father Bergoglio? The style of governance of
the Society of Jesus involves decisions made by
the superior, but also extensive consultation with
his official advisors. So I ask: “Do you think that
your past government experience can serve you
in governing the universal church?” After a brief
pause for reflection, Pope Francis becomes very
serious, but also very serene, and he responds:
“In my experience as superior in the Society, to
be honest, I have not always behaved in that
way—that is, I did not always do the necessary
consultation. And this was not a good thing. My
style of government as a Jesuit at the beginning
had many faults. That was a difficult time for
the Society: an entire generation of Jesuits had
disappeared. Because of this I found myself
provincial when I was still very young. I was only
36 years old. That was crazy. I had to deal with
difficult situations, and I made my decisions
abruptly and by myself. Yes, but I must add one
thing: when I entrust something to someone, I
totally trust that person. He or she must make
a really big mistake before I rebuke that person.
But despite this, eventually people get tired of
authoritarianism.
To be sure, I have never been like Blessed
Imelda [a goody-goody], but I have
never been a right-winger. It was my
authoritarian way of making decisions
that created problems
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“My authoritarian and quick manner of making
decisions led me to have serious problems and
to be accused of being ultraconservative. I lived a
time of great interior crisis when I was in Cordova.
To be sure, I have never been like Blessed Imelda
[a goody-goody], but I have never been a rightwinger. It was my authoritarian way of making
decisions that created problems.
“I say these things from life experience and
because I want to make clear what the dangers
are. Over time I learned many things. The
Lord has allowed this growth in knowledge of
government through my faults and my sins. So as
Archbishop of Buenos Aires, I had a meeting with
the six auxiliary bishops every two weeks, and
several times a year with the council of priests.
They asked questions and we opened the floor
for discussion. This greatly helped me to make
the best decisions. But now I hear some people
tell me: ‘Do not consult too much, and decide by
yourself.’ Instead, I believe that consultation is
very important.
I do not want token consultations, but
real consultations.
“The consistories [of cardinals], the synods [of
bishops] are, for example, important places to
make real and active this consultation. We must,
however, give them a less rigid form. I do not want
token consultations, but real consultations. The
consultation group of eight cardinals, this
‘outsider’ advisory group, is not only my decision,
but it is the result of the will of the cardinals, as
it was expressed in the general congregations
before the conclave. And I want to see that this is
a real, not ceremonial consultation.”
Thinking With the Church
I keep my questions focused on the theme of
the church and I ask Pope Francis what it means
exactly for him to “think with the church,” a
notion St. Ignatius writes about in the Spiritual
Exercises. He replies without hesitation and by
using an image.
“The image of the church I like is that of the holy,
faithful people of God. This is the definition I
often use, and then there is that image from the
Second Vatican Council’s ‘Dogmatic Constitution
on the Church’ (No. 12). Belonging to a people
has a strong theological value. In the history of
salvation, God has saved a people. There is no
full identity without belonging to a people. No
one is saved alone, as an isolated individual,
but God attracts us looking at the complex web
of relationships that take place in the human
community. God enters into this dynamic, this
participation in the web of human relationships.
“The people itself constitutes a subject. And
the church is the people of God on the journey
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through history, with joys and sorrows. Thinking
with the church, therefore, is my way of being a
part of this people. And all the faithful, considered
as a whole, are infallible in matters of belief, and
the people display this infallibilitas in credendo,
this infallibility in believing, through a supernatural
sense of the faith of all the people walking
together. This is what I understand today as the
‘thinking with the church’ of which St. Ignatius
speaks. When the dialogue among the people
and the bishops and the pope goes down this
road and is genuine, then it is assisted by the
Holy Spirit. So this thinking with the church does
not concern theologians only.
We should not even think, therefore,
that ‘thinking with the church’ means
only thinking with the hierarchy of the
church.
“This is how it is with Mary: If you want to know
who she is, you ask theologians; if you want to
know how to love her, you have to ask the people.
In turn, Mary loved Jesus with the heart of the
people, as we read in the Magnificat. We should
not even think, therefore, that ‘thinking with the
church’ means only thinking with the hierarchy of
the church.”
After a brief pause, Pope Francis emphasizes in
a very direct manner the following point, in order
to avoid misunderstandings: “And, of course,
we must be very careful not to think that this
infallibilitas of all the faithful I am talking about in
the light of Vatican II is a form of populism. No; it
is the experience of ‘holy mother the hierarchical
church,’ as St. Ignatius called it, the church as the
people of God, pastors and people together. The
church is the totality of God’s people.
“I see the sanctity of God’s people, this daily
sanctity,” the pope continues. “There is a ‘holy
middle class,’ which we can all be part of, the
holiness Malègue wrote about.” The pope is
referring to Joseph Malègue, a French writer
(1876–1940), particularly to the unfinished trilogy
Black Stones: The Middle Classes of Salvation.
Some French literary critics have called Malègue
the “Catholic Proust.”
“I see the holiness,” the pope continues, “in the
patience of the people of God: a woman who is
raising children, a man who works to bring home
the bread, the sick, the elderly priests who have
so many wounds but have a smile on their faces
because they served the Lord, the sisters who
work hard and live a hidden sanctity. This is for me
the common sanctity. I often associate sanctity
with patience: not only patience as hypomoné
[the New Testament Greek word], taking charge
of the events and circumstances of life, but also
as a constancy in going forward, day by day.
This is the sanctity of the militant church also
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mentioned by St. Ignatius. This was the sanctity
of my parents: my dad, my mom, my grandmother
Rosa who loved me so much. In my breviary I
have the last will of my grandmother Rosa, and
I read it often. For me it is like a prayer. She is a
saint who has suffered so much, also spiritually,
and yet always went forward with courage.
“This church with which we should be thinking is
the home of all, not a small chapel that can hold
only a small group of selected people. We must
not reduce the bosom of the universal church to a
nest protecting our mediocrity. And the church is
Mother; the church is fruitful. It must be. You see,
when I perceive negative behavior in ministers
of the church or in consecrated men or women,
the first thing that comes to mind is: ‘Here’s an
unfruitful bachelor’ or ‘Here’s a spinster.’ They are
neither fathers nor mothers, in the sense that they
have not been able to give spiritual life. Instead,
for example, when I read the life of the Salesian
missionaries who went to Patagonia, I read a
story of the fullness of life, of fruitfulness.
“Another example from recent days that I saw
got the attention of newspapers: the phone call
I made to a young man who wrote me a letter. I
called him because that letter was so beautiful,
so simple. For me this was an act of generativity. I
realized that he was a young man who is growing,
that he saw in me a father, and that the letter tells
something of his life to that father. The father
cannot say, ‘I do not care.’ This type of fruitfulness
is so good for me.”
Young Churches and Ancient Churches
Remaining with the subject of the church, I ask the
pope a question in light of the recent World Youth
Day. This great event has turned the spotlight
on young people, but also on those “spiritual
lungs” that are the Catholic churches founded in
historically recent times. “What,” I ask, “are your
hopes for the universal church that come from
these churches?”
The pope replies: “The young Catholic churches,
as they grow, develop a synthesis of faith, culture
and life, and so it is a synthesis different from the
one developed by the ancient churches. For me,
the relationship between the ancient Catholic
churches and the young ones is similar to the
relationship between young and elderly people
in a society. They build the future, the young
ones with their strength and the others with their
wisdom. You always run some risks, of course.
The younger churches are likely to feel selfsufficient; the ancient ones are likely to want to
impose on the younger churches their cultural
models. But we build the future together.”
The Church as Field Hospital
Pope Benedict XVI, in announcing his resignation,
said that the contemporary world is subject to
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rapid change and is grappling with issues of
great importance for the life of faith. Dealing with
these issues requires strength of body and soul,
Pope Benedict said. I ask Pope Francis, in light of
what he has just told me: “What does the church
need most at this historic moment? Do we need
reforms? What are your wishes for the church in
the coming years? What kind of church do you
dream of?”
Pope Francis, picking up on the introduction of
my question, begins by showing great affection
and immense respect for his predecessor: “Pope
Benedict has done an act of holiness, greatness,
humility. He is a man of God.”
the thing the church needs most today
is the ability to heal wounds and to
warm the hearts of the faithful; it needs
nearness, proximity. I see the church as
a field hospital after battle.
“I see clearly,” the pope continues, “that the thing
the church needs most today is the ability to heal
wounds and to warm the hearts of the faithful; it
needs nearness, proximity. I see the church as
a field hospital after battle. It is useless to ask a
seriously injured person if he has high cholesterol
and about the level of his blood sugars! You
have to heal his wounds. Then we can talk
about everything else. Heal the wounds, heal the
wounds.... And you have to start from the ground
up.
“The church sometimes has locked itself up in
small things, in small-minded rules. The most
important thing is the first proclamation: Jesus
Christ has saved you. And the ministers of the
church must be ministers of mercy above all.
The confessor, for example, is always in danger
of being either too much of a rigorist or too lax.
Neither is merciful, because neither of them
really takes responsibility for the person. The
rigorist washes his hands so that he leaves it to
the commandment. The loose minister washes
his hands by simply saying, ‘This is not a sin’
or something like that. In pastoral ministry we
must accompany people, and we must heal their
wounds.
“How are we treating the people of God? I dream
of a church that is a mother and shepherdess.
The church’s ministers must be merciful, take
responsibility for the people and accompany
them like the good Samaritan, who washes,
cleans and raises up his neighbor. This is pure
Gospel. God is greater than sin. The structural
and organizational reforms are secondary—that
is, they come afterward. The first reform must be
the attitude. The ministers of the Gospel must be
people who can warm the hearts of the people,
who walk through the dark night with them, who
know how to dialogue and to descend themselves
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into their people’s night, into the darkness, but
without getting lost. The people of God want
pastors, not clergy acting like bureaucrats or
government officials. The bishops, particularly,
must be able to support the movements of God
among their people with patience, so that no
one is left behind. But they must also be able to
accompany the flock that has a flair for finding
new paths.
“Instead of being just a church that welcomes
and receives by keeping the doors open, let us
try also to be a church that finds new roads, that
is able to step outside itself and go to those who
do not attend Mass, to those who have quit or
are indifferent. The ones who quit sometimes do
it for reasons that, if properly understood and
assessed, can lead to a return. But that takes
audacity and courage.”
I take in what the pope is saying, and I mention
that there are Christians who live in situations
that from the point of view of the church are
irregular or somewhat complex, Christians that,
in one way or another, live with open wounds. I
mention the divorced and remarried, same-sex
couples and other difficult situations. What kind
of pastoral work can we do in these cases? What
kinds of tools can we use? The pope signals that
he understands what I mean and he responds:
“We need to proclaim the Gospel on every street
corner,” the pope says, “preaching the good
news of the kingdom and healing, even with our
preaching, every kind of disease and wound.
In Buenos Aires I used to receive letters from
homosexual persons who are ‘socially wounded’
because they tell me that they feel like the church
has always condemned them. But the church
does not want to do this. During the return flight
from Rio de Janeiro I said that if a homosexual
person is of good will and is in search of God, I
am no one to judge. By saying this, I said what the
catechism says. Religion has the right to express
its opinion in the service of the people, but God
in creation has set us free: it is not possible to
interfere spiritually in the life of a person.
A person once asked me, in a provocative
manner, if I approved of homosexuality. I
replied with another question: ‘Tell me:
when God looks at a gay person, does
he endorse the existence of this person
with love, or reject and condemn this
person?’ We must always consider the
person.
“A person once asked me, in a provocative
manner, if I approved of homosexuality. I replied
with another question: ‘Tell me: when God looks
at a gay person, does he endorse the existence
of this person with love, or reject and condemn
this person?’ We must always consider the
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person. Here we enter into the mystery of the
human being. In life, God accompanies persons,
and we must accompany them, starting from
their situation. It is necessary to accompany them
with mercy. When that happens, the Holy Spirit
inspires the priest to say the right thing.
“This is also the great benefit of confession
as a sacrament: evaluating case by case and
discerning what is the best thing to do for a person
who seeks God and grace. The confessional is
not a torture chamber, but the place in which
the Lord’s mercy motivates us to do better. I
also consider the situation of a woman with a
failed marriage in her past and who also had an
abortion. Then this woman remarries, and she is
now happy and has five children. That abortion in
her past weighs heavily on her conscience and
she sincerely regrets it. She would like to move
forward in her Christian life. What is the confessor
to do?
“We cannot insist only on issues related
to abortion, gay marriage and the use of
contraceptive methods. This is not possible. I
have not spoken much about these things, and
I was reprimanded for that. But when we speak
about these issues, we have to talk about them
in a context. The teaching of the church, for that
matter, is clear and I am a son of the church, but
it is not necessary to talk about these issues all
the time.
The dogmatic and moral teachings of
the church are not all equivalent. The
church’s pastoral ministry cannot be
obsessed with the transmission of a
disjointed multitude of doctrines to be
imposed insistently.
“The dogmatic and moral teachings of the
church are not all equivalent. The church’s
pastoral ministry cannot be obsessed with the
transmission of a disjointed multitude of doctrines
to be imposed insistently. Proclamation in a
missionary style focuses on the essentials, on the
necessary things: this is also what fascinates and
attracts more, what makes the heart burn, as it
did for the disciples at Emmaus. We have to find
a new balance; otherwise even the moral edifice
of the church is likely to fall like a house of cards,
losing the freshness and fragrance of the Gospel.
The proposal of the Gospel must be more simple,
profound, radiant. It is from this proposition that
the moral consequences then flow.
“I say this also thinking about the preaching and
content of our preaching. A beautiful homily,
a genuine sermon must begin with the first
proclamation, with the proclamation of salvation.
There is nothing more solid, deep and sure than
this proclamation. Then you have to do catechesis.
Then you can draw even a moral consequence.
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But the proclamation of the saving love of God
comes before moral and religious imperatives.
Today sometimes it seems that the opposite
order is prevailing. The homily is the touchstone
to measure the pastor’s proximity and ability to
meet his people, because those who preach
must recognize the heart of their community and
must be able to see where the desire for God is
lively and ardent. The message of the Gospel,
therefore, is not to be reduced to some aspects
that, although relevant, on their own do not show
the heart of the message of Jesus Christ.”

“They must help both the particular churches and
the bishops’ conferences. They are instruments
of help. In some cases, however, when they are
not functioning well, they run the risk of becoming
institutions of censorship. It is amazing to see the
denunciations for lack of orthodoxy that come to
Rome. I think the cases should be investigated
by the local bishops’ conferences, which can get
valuable assistance from Rome. These cases,
in fact, are much better dealt with locally. The
Roman congregations are mediators; they are not
middlemen or managers.”

A Religious Order Pope

On June 29, during the ceremony of the blessing
and imposition of the pallium on 34 metropolitan
archbishops, Pope Francis spoke about “the
path of collegiality” as the road that can lead
the church to “grow in harmony with the service
of primacy.” So I ask: “How can we reconcile in
harmony Petrine primacy and collegiality? Which
roads are feasible also from an ecumenical
perspective?”

Pope Francis is the first pontiff from a religious
order since the Camaldolese monk Gregory XVI,
who was elected in 1831. Thus I ask: “What is the
specific place of religious men and women in the
church of today?”
“Religious men and women are prophets,” says
the pope. “They are those who have chosen
a following of Jesus that imitates his life in
obedience to the Father, poverty, community life
and chastity. In this sense, the vows cannot end
up being caricatures; otherwise, for example,
community life becomes hell, and chastity
becomes a way of life for unfruitful bachelors. The
vow of chastity must be a vow of fruitfulness. In
the church, the religious are called to be prophets
in particular by demonstrating how Jesus lived on
this earth, and to proclaim how the kingdom of
God will be in its perfection. A religious must never
give up prophecy. This does not mean opposing
the hierarchical part of the church, although the
prophetic function and the hierarchical structure
do not coincide. I am talking about a proposal
that is always positive, but it should not cause
timidity. Let us think about what so many great
saints, monks and religious men and women have
done, from St. Anthony the Abbot onward. Being
prophets may sometimes imply making waves.
I do not know how to put it.... Prophecy makes
noise, uproar, some say ‘a mess.’ But in reality,
the charism of religious people is like yeast:
prophecy announces the spirit of the Gospel.”
The Roman Curia, Collegiality, Ecumenism
Following up on his reference to the hierarchy, at
this point I ask the pope: “What do you think about
the Roman dicasteries [the various departments
that assist the pope in his mission]?”
It is amazing to see the denunciations for
lack of orthodoxy that come to Rome. I
think the cases should be investigated
by the local bishops’ conferences, which
can get valuable assistance from Rome.
These cases, in fact, are much better
dealt with locally.
“The dicasteries of the Roman Curia are at the
service of the pope and the bishops,” he says.
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The pope responds, “We must walk together: the
people, the bishops and the pope. Synodality
should be lived at various levels. Maybe it is time
to change the methods of the Synod of Bishops,
because it seems to me that the current method
is not dynamic. This will also have ecumenical
value, especially with our Orthodox brethren.
From them we can learn more about the meaning
of episcopal collegiality and the tradition of
synodality. The joint effort of reflection, looking
at how the church was governed in the early
centuries, before the breakup between East and
West, will bear fruit in due time. In ecumenical
relations it is important not only to know each
other better, but also to recognize what the Spirit
has sown in the other as a gift for us. I want to
continue the discussion that was begun in 2007
by the joint [Catholic–Orthodox] commission on
how to exercise the Petrine primacy, which led to
the signing of the Ravenna Document. We must
continue on this path.”
I ask how Pope Francis envisions the future unity
of the church in light of this response. He answers:
“We must walk united with our differences: there
is no other way to become one. This is the way
of Jesus.”
Women in the Life of the Church
And what about the role of women in the church?
The pope has made reference to this issue on
several occasions. In an interview he had affirmed
that the feminine presence in the church has not
been able to sufficiently emerge: the temptation
of male chauvinism has not left room to give
visibility to the role that women deserve in the
community. He took up this question again during
his return trip from Rio de Jainero, asserting that
a profound theology of women has not yet been
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elaborated. So, I ask: “What should be the role of
women in the church? What can be done to make
their role more visible today?”
We must therefore investigate further the
role of women in the church.
*He answers: “It is necessary to broaden the
opportunities for a stronger presence of women
in the church. I am wary of a solution that can
be reduced to a kind of ‘female machismo,’
because a woman has a different make-up than
a man. But what I hear about the role of women
is often inspired by an ideology of machismo.
Women are asking deep questions that must be
addressed. The church cannot be herself without
the woman and her role. The woman is essential
for the church. Mary, a woman, is more important
than the bishops. I say this because we must not
confuse the function with the dignity. We must
therefore investigate further the role of women in
the church. We have to work harder to develop a
profound theology of the woman. Only by making
this step will it be possible to better reflect on their
function within the church. The feminine genius is
needed wherever we make important decisions.
The challenge today is this: to think about the
specific place of women also in those places
where the authority of the church is exercised for
various areas of the church.”
The Second Vatican Council
“What did the Second Vatican Council
accomplish?” I ask. “What does it mean?” In light
of his previous affirmations, I imagine that he will
deliver a long and articulate response. Instead I
get the impression that the pope simply considers
the council an event that is not up for debate and
that, as if to stress its fundamental importance, is
not worth discussing at too great a length.
“Vatican II was a re-reading of the Gospel in
light of contemporary culture,” says the pope.
“Vatican II produced a renewal movement that
simply comes from the same Gospel. Its fruits
are enormous. Just recall the liturgy. The work of
liturgical reform has been a service to the people
as a re-reading of the Gospel from a concrete
historical situation. Yes, there are hermeneutics of
continuity and discontinuity, but one thing is clear:
the dynamic of reading the Gospel, actualizing
its message for today—which was typical of
Vatican II—is absolutely irreversible. Then there
are particular issues, like the liturgy according
to the Vetus Ordo. I think the decision of Pope
Benedict [his decision of July 7, 2007, to allow
a wider use of the Tridentine Mass] was prudent
and motivated by the desire to help people who
have this sensitivity. What is worrying, though, is
the risk of the ideologization of the Vetus Ordo,
its exploitation.”
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To Seek and Find God in All Things
Pope Francis’ words weigh heavily upon
addressing the challenges of today. Years ago he
had written that in order to see reality one must
look with a gaze of faith. Otherwise one sees
only small pieces of a fragmented reality. This is
also one of the themes of the encyclical “Lumen
Fidei.” I am also thinking of a few passages from
Pope Francis’ speeches during the World Youth
Day in Rio de Jainero. I quote them to him: “God
is real if he shows himself in the here and now.”
“God is everywhere.” These are phrases that
echo the Ignatian expression “to seek and find
God in all things.” Therefore I ask, “Your Holiness,
how does one seek and find God in all things?”
“What I said in Rio referred to the time in which
we seek God,” he answers. “In fact, there is a
temptation to seek God in the past or in a possible
future. God is certainly in the past because we
can see the footprints. And God is also in the
future as a promise. But the ‘concrete’ God, so
to speak, is today. For this reason, complaining
never helps us find God. The complaints of
today about how ‘barbaric’ the world is—these
complaints sometimes end up giving birth within
the church to desires to establish order in the
sense of pure conservation, as a defense. No:
God is to be encountered in the world of today.
“God manifests himself in historical revelation,
in history. Time initiates processes, and space
crystallizes them. God is in history, in the
processes.
“We must not focus on occupying the spaces
where power is exercised, but rather on starting
long-run historical processes. We must initiate
processes rather than occupy spaces. God
manifests himself in time and is present in the
processes of history. This gives priority to actions
that give birth to new historical dynamics. And it
requires patience, waiting.
“Finding God in all things is not an ‘empirical
eureka.’ When we desire to encounter God,
we would like to verify him immediately by an
empirical method. But you cannot meet God this
way. God is found in the gentle breeze perceived
by Elijah. The senses that find God are the ones
St. Ignatius called spiritual senses. Ignatius asks
us to open our spiritual sensitivity to encounter
God beyond a purely empirical approach. A
contemplative attitude is necessary: it is the
feeling that you are moving along the good path
of understanding and affection toward things and
situations. Profound peace, spiritual consolation,
love of God and love of all things in God—this is
the sign that you are on this right path.”
Certitude and Mistakes
I ask, “So if the encounter with God is not an
‘empirical eureka,’ and if it is a journey that sees

page 43

ossory times

OCTOBER 2013

with the eyes of history, then we can also make
mistakes?”
The pope replies: “Yes, in this quest to seek
and find God in all things there is still an area of
uncertainty. There must be. If a person says that
he met God with total certainty and is not touched
by a margin of uncertainty, then this is not good.
For me, this is an important key. If one has the
answers to all the questions—that is the proof
that God is not with him. It means that he is a
false prophet using religion for himself. The great
leaders of the people of God, like Moses, have
always left room for doubt. You must leave room
for the Lord, not for our certainties; we must be
humble. Uncertainty is in every true discernment
that is open to finding confirmation in spiritual
consolation.
“The risk in seeking and finding God in all things,
then, is the willingness to explain too much,
to say with human certainty and arrogance:
‘God is here.’ We will find only a god that fits
our measure. The correct attitude is that of St.
Augustine: seek God to find him, and find God to
keep searching for God forever. Often we seek as
if we were blind, as one often reads in the Bible.
And this is the experience of the great fathers of
the faith, who are our models. We have to re-read
the Letter to the Hebrews, Chapter 11. Abraham
leaves his home without knowing where he was
going, by faith. All of our ancestors in the faith
died seeing the good that was promised, but
from a distance.... Our life is not given to us like
an opera libretto, in which all is written down;
but it means going, walking, doing, searching,
seeing.... We must enter into the adventure of the
quest for meeting God; we must let God search
and encounter us.
“Because God is first; God is always first and
makes the first move. God is a bit like the almond
flower of your Sicily, Antonio, which always
blooms first. We read it in the Prophets. God
is encountered walking, along the path. At this
juncture, someone might say that this is relativism.
Is it relativism? Yes, if it is misunderstood as a
kind of indistinct pantheism. It is not relativism if
it is understood in the biblical sense, that God is
always a surprise, so you never know where and
how you will find him. You are not setting the time
and place of the encounter with him. You must,
therefore, discern the encounter. Discernment is
essential.
If the Christian is a restorationist, a
legalist, if he wants everything clear and
safe, then he will find nothing.
“If the Christian is a restorationist, a legalist, if
he wants everything clear and safe, then he will
find nothing. Tradition and memory of the past
must help us to have the courage to open up
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new areas to God. Those who today always look
for disciplinarian solutions, those who long for
an exaggerated doctrinal ‘security,’ those who
stubbornly try to recover a past that no longer
exists
—they have a static and inward-directed
view of things. In this way, faith becomes an
ideology among other ideologies. I have a
dogmatic certainty: God is in every person’s
life. God is in everyone’s life. Even if the life of a
person has been a disaster, even if it is destroyed
by vices, drugs or anything else—God is in this
person’s life. You can, you must try to seek God
in every human life. Although the life of a person
is a land full of thorns and weeds, there is always
a space in which the good seed can grow. You
have to trust God.”
Must We Be Optimistic?
The pope’s words remind me of some of his past
reflections, in which as a cardinal he wrote that
God is already living in the city, in the midst of
all and united to each. It is another way, in my
opinion, to say what St. Ignatius wrote in the
Spiritual Exercises, that God “labors and works” in
our world. So I ask: “Do we have to be optimistic?
What are the signs of hope in today’s world? How
can I be optimistic in a world in crisis?”
“I do not like to use the word optimism because
that is about a psychological attitude,” the
pope says. “I like to use the word hope instead,
according to what we read in the Letter to the
Hebrews, Chapter 11, that I mentioned before.
The fathers of the faith kept walking, facing
difficulties. And hope does not disappoint, as we
read in the Letter to the Romans. Think instead of
the first riddle of Puccini’s opera ‘Turandot,’” the
pope suggests.
At that moment I recalled more or less by heart
the verses of the riddle of the princess in that
opera, to which the solution is hope: “In the
gloomy night flies an iridescent ghost./ It rises and
opens its wings/ on the infinite black humanity./
The whole world invokes it/ and the whole world
implores it./ But the ghost disappears with the
dawn/ to be reborn in the heart./ And every night
it is born/ and every day it dies!” These are verses
that reveal the desire for a hope. Yet here that
hope is an iridescent ghost that disappears with
the dawn.
“See,” says Pope Francis, “Christian hope is not
a ghost and it does not deceive. It is a theological
virtue and therefore, ultimately, a gift from God
that cannot be reduced to optimism, which is
only human. God does not mislead hope; God
cannot deny himself. God is all promise.”
Art and Creativity
I am struck by the reference the pope just made
to Puccini’s “Turandot” while speaking of the
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mystery of hope. I would like to understand better
his artistic and literary references. I remind him
that in 2006 he said that great artists know how to
present the tragic and painful realities of life with
beauty. So I ask who are the artists and writers he
prefers, and if they have something in common.
“I have really loved a diverse array of authors. I love
very much Dostoevsky and Hölderlin. I remember
Hölderlin for that poem written for the birthday
of his grandmother that is very beautiful and was
spiritually very enriching for me. The poem ends
with the verse, ‘May the man hold fast to what
the child has promised.’ I was also impressed
because I loved my grandmother Rosa, and in
that poem Hölderlin compares his grandmother
to the Virgin Mary, who gave birth to Jesus, the
friend of the earth who did not consider anybody
a foreigner.
“I have read The Betrothed, by Alessandro
Manzoni, three times, and I have it now on my
table because I want to read it again. Manzoni
gave me so much. When I was a child, my
grandmother taught me by heart the beginning
of The Betrothed: ‘That branch of Lake Como
that turns off to the south between two unbroken
chains of mountains....’ I also liked Gerard Manley
Hopkins very much.
“Among the great painters, I admire Caravaggio;
his paintings speak to me. But also Chagall, with
his ‘White Crucifixion.’ Among musicians I love
Mozart, of course. The ‘Et incarnatus est’ from his
Mass in C minor is matchless; it lifts you to God!
I love Mozart performed by Clara Haskil. Mozart
fulfills me. But I cannot think about his music; I
have to listen to it. I like listening to Beethoven, but
in a Promethean way, and the most Promethean
interpreter for me is Furtwängler. And then Bach’s
Passions. The piece by Bach that I love so much
is the ‘Erbarme Dich,’ the tears of Peter in the ‘St.
Matthew Passion.’ Sublime. Then, at a different
level, not intimate in the same way, I love Wagner.
I like to listen to him, but not all the time. The
performance of Wagner’s ‘Ring’ by Furtwängler
at La Scala in Milan in 1950 is for me the best. But
also the ‘Parsifal’ by Knappertsbusch in 1962.
“We should also talk about the cinema. ‘La
Strada,’ by Fellini, is the movie that perhaps I
loved the most. I identify with this movie, in which
there is an implicit reference to St. Francis. I also
believe that I watched all of the Italian movies
with Anna Magnani and Aldo Fabrizi when I was
between 10 and 12 years old. Another film that I
loved is ‘Rome, Open City.’ I owe my film culture
especially to my parents who used to take us to
the movies quite often.
“Anyway, in general I love tragic artists, especially
classical ones. There is a nice definition that
Cervantes puts on the lips of the bachelor
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Carrasco to praise the story of Don Quixote:
‘Children have it in their hands, young people
read it, adults understand it, the elderly praise
it.’ For me this can be a good definition of the
classics.”
I realize that I have become utterly engrossed in
these artistic references of his. I desire to enter into
his life by passing through the door of his artistic
choices. I imagine it would be a long journey,
but certainly a journey worth taking. It would
also include cinema, from Italian neo-realism to
“Babette’s Feast.” Other authors and other works
now come to my mind, authors and works that
he has mentioned in other occasions, also minor,
or less famous, or even local ones: from the epic
poem “Martín Fierro” by José Hernandez to the
poetry of Nino Costa, to The Great Exodus by
Luigi Orsenigo. I also think of Joseph Malègue
and José Marìa Pemàn. Clearly I think of famous
writers like Dante and Borges, but also of the
Argentine writer Leopoldo Marechal, the author
of the novels Adàn Buenosayres, The Banquet of
Severo Arcángelo and Megafón o la guerra.
I think especially about Borges, a writer with
whom Father Bergoglio had direct contact in
his earlier years. Back then he was a 28-yearold teacher of literature at the Colegio de la
Immaculada Concepciòn in Santa Fé, Argentina.
Father Bergoglio taught students during their last
two years of secondary school and encouraged
his pupils to take up creative writing. When I was
younger I too had an experience just like his.
Then, I taught at the Istituto Massimo of Rome,
where I also founded the creative cultural project
known as “BombaCarta.” I tell him the story.
Finally I ask the pope to tell me about his own
experience with teaching.
“It was a bit risky,” he answers. “I had to make
sure that my students read El Cid. But the boys
did not like it. They wanted to read Garcia Lorca.
Then I decided that they would study El Cid at
home and that in class I would teach the authors
the boys liked the most. Of course, young people
wanted to read more ‘racy’ literary works, like the
contemporary La Casada Infiel or classics like La
Celestina, by Fernando de Rojas. But by reading
these things they acquired a taste in literature,
poetry, and we went on to other authors. And
that was for me a great experience. I completed
the program, but in an unstructured way—that is,
not ordered according to what we expected in
the beginning, but in an order that came naturally
by reading these authors. And this mode befitted
me: I did not like to have a rigid schedule, but
rather I liked to know where we had to go with the
readings, with a rough sense of where we were
headed. Then I also started to get them to write.
In the end I decided to send Borges two stories
written by my boys. I knew his secretary, who had
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been my piano teacher. And Borges liked those
stories very much. And then he set out to write the
introduction to a collection of these writings.”
“Then, Holy Father, creativity is important for the
life of a person?” I ask. He laughs and replies:
“For a Jesuit it is extremely important! A Jesuit
must be creative.”
Frontiers and Laboratories
Creativity, therefore, it is important for a Jesuit.
Pope Francis, during a visit with the Jesuit priests
and other staff members of La Civiltà Cattolica,
had articulated a triad of important characteristics
relevant to the cultural initiatives of the Jesuits. I
turn my thoughts to that day, June 14, 2013. I
recall that back then, in a conversation just before
the meeting with the entire group, the pope had
already informed me about this triad: dialogue,
discernment, frontier. And he insisted particularly
on the last point, quoting Pope Paul VI. In a wellknown speech, Paul VI had spoken directly about
the Jesuits: “Wherever in the church—even in
the most difficult and extreme fields, in the
crossroads of ideologies, in the social trenches—
there has been and is now conversation between
the deepest desires of human beings and the
perennial message of the Gospel, Jesuits have
been and are there.”
I ask Pope Francis for a further explanation:
“You asked us to be careful not to fall into ‘the
temptation to tame the frontiers’: one must go
out to the frontiers, not bring the frontiers home
in order to paint them a bit artificially and tame
them.” What were you referring to? What exactly
did you wish to tell us? This interview, as you
know, was organized by a group of magazines
directed by the Society of Jesus: what invitation
do you wish to extend to them? What should their
priorities be?
Ours is not a ‘lab faith,’ but a ‘journey
faith,’ a historical faith.
“The three key words that I commended to La
Civiltà Cattolica can be extended to all the journals
of the Society, perhaps with different emphases
according to their natures and their objectives.
When I insist on the frontier, I am referring in a
particular way to the need for those who work in
the world of culture to be inserted into the context
in which they operate and on which they reflect.
There is always the lurking danger of living in a
laboratory. Ours is not a ‘lab faith,’ but a ‘journey
faith,’ a historical faith. God has revealed himself
as history, not as a compendium of abstract
truths. I am afraid of laboratories because in the
laboratory you take the problems and then you
bring them home to tame them, to paint them
artificially, out of their context. You cannot bring
home the frontier, but you have to live on the
border and be audacious.”
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I ask for examples from his personal experience.
“When it comes to social issues, it is one thing to
have a meeting to study the problem of drugs in a
slum neighborhood and quite another thing to go
there, live there and understand the problem from
the inside and study it. There is a brilliant letter by
Father Arrupe to the Centers for Social Research
and Action on poverty, in which he says clearly
that one cannot speak of poverty if one does not
experience poverty, with a direct connection to
the places in which there is poverty. The word
insertion is dangerous because some religious
have taken it as a fad, and disasters have
occurred because of a lack of discernment. But it
is truly important.”
“The frontiers are many. Let us think of the
religious sisters living in hospitals. They live on the
frontier. I am alive because of one of them. When
I went through my lung disease at the hospital,
the doctor gave me penicillin and streptomycin
in certain doses. The sister who was on duty
tripled my doses because she was daringly
astute; she knew what to do because she was
with ill people all day. The doctor, who really was
a good one, lived in his laboratory; the sister lived
on the frontier and was in dialogue with it every
day. Domesticating the frontier means just talking
from a remote location, locking yourself up in a
laboratory. Laboratories are useful, but reflection
for us must always start from experience.”
Human Self-Understanding
I ask the pope if and how this is also true in the
case of another important cultural frontier, the
anthropological challenge. The understanding
of human existence to which the church has
traditionally referred, as well as the language in
which the church has expressed it, remain solid
points of reference and are the result of centurieslong experience and wisdom. However, the human
beings to whom the church is speaking no longer
seem to understand these notions, nor do they
consider them sufficient. I begin to advance the
idea that we now interpret ourselves in a different
way than in the past, using different categories.
This is also due to the great changes in society,
as well as a broader conception of what it means
to be human.
At this point the pope stands up and takes the
breviary from his desk. It is in Latin, and is worn
down by continued use. He opens it to the Office
of the Readings of the Feria Sexta, that is Friday,
of the 27th week. He reads a passage to me
taken from the Commonitórium Primum of St.
Vincent of Lerins: “ita étiam christiánae religiónis
dogma sequátur has decet proféctuum leges,
ut annis scílect consolidétur, dilatétur témpore,
sublimétur aetáte” (“Thus even the dogma of the
Christian religion must proceed from these laws.
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It progresses, solidifying with years, growing over
time, deepening with age.”)
The view of the church’s teaching as a
monolith to defend without nuance or
different understandings is wrong.
The pope comments: “St. Vincent of Lerins
makes a comparison between the biological
development of man and the transmission from
one era to another of the deposit of faith, which
grows and is strengthened with time. Here,
human self-understanding changes with time and
so also human consciousness deepens. Let us
think of when slavery was accepted or the death
penalty was allowed without any problem. So we
grow in the understanding of the truth. Exegetes
and theologians help the church to mature in
her own judgment. Even the other sciences and
their development help the church in its growth
in understanding. There are ecclesiastical rules
and precepts that were once effective, but now
they have lost value or meaning. The view of the
church’s teaching as a monolith to defend without
nuance or different understandings is wrong.
“After all, in every age of history, humans try
to understand and express themselves better.
So human beings in time change the way they
perceive themselves. It’s one thing for a man who
expresses himself by carving the ‘Winged Victory
of Samothrace,’ yet another for Caravaggio,
Chagall and yet another still for Dalí. Even the
forms for expressing truth can be multiform, and
this is indeed necessary for the transmission of
the Gospel in its timeless meaning.
“Humans are in search of themselves, and,
of course, in this search they can also make
mistakes. The church has experienced times
of brilliance, like that of Thomas Aquinas. But
the church has lived also times of decline in its
ability to think. For example, we must not confuse
the genius of Thomas Aquinas with the age of
decadent Thomist commentaries. Unfortunately,
I studied philosophy from textbooks that came
from decadent or largely bankrupt Thomism. In
thinking of the human being, therefore, the church
should strive for genius and not for decadence.
“When does a formulation of thought cease to be
valid? When it loses sight of the human or even
when it is afraid of the human or deluded about
itself. The deceived thought can be depicted as
Ulysses encountering the song of the Siren, or
as Tannhäuser in an orgy surrounded by satyrs
and bacchantes, or as Parsifal, in the second act
of Wagner’s opera, in the palace of Klingsor. The
thinking of the church must recover genius and
better understand how human beings understand
themselves today, in order to develop and deepen
the church’s teaching.”
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Prayer
I ask Pope Francis about his preferred way to
pray.
“I pray the breviary every morning. I like to pray
with the psalms. Then, later, I celebrate Mass. I
pray the Rosary. What I really prefer is adoration
in the evening, even when I get distracted and
think of other things, or even fall asleep praying.
In the evening then, between seven and eight
o’clock, I stay in front of the Blessed Sacrament
for an hour in adoration. But I pray mentally even
when I am waiting at the dentist or at other times
of the day.
“Prayer for me is always a prayer full of memory,
of recollection, even the memory of my own
history or what the Lord has done in his church or
in a particular parish. For me it is the memory of
which St. Ignatius speaks in the First Week of the
Exercises in the encounter with the merciful Christ
crucified. And I ask myself: ‘What have I done for
Christ? What am I doing for Christ? What should
I do for Christ?’ It is the memory of which Ignatius
speaks in the ‘Contemplation for Experiencing
Divine Love,’ when he asks us to recall the gifts
we have received. But above all, I also know
that the Lord remembers me. I can forget about
him, but I know that he never, ever forgets me.
Memory has a fundamental role for the heart of a
Jesuit: memory of grace, the memory mentioned
in Deuteronomy, the memory of God’s works that
are the basis of the covenant between God and
the people. It is this memory that makes me his
son and that makes me a father, too.”
I realize that I could continue on with this
conversation, but I know that, in the words of the
pope himself, I ought not “mistreat the limits.” All
in all, we spoke together for more than six hours
over the course of three meetings on Aug. 19, 23
and 29, 2013. For the sake of continuity, I have
chosen to write up our dialogue as one text,
without marking the starting and stopping points
of our various sessions. Our time together was,
in truth, more a conversation than an interview,
and my questions served simply to guide the
discussion in a general sense, rather than enclose
it within rigid and predefined parameters. From
a linguistic point of view, we frequently shifted
back and forth between Spanish and Italian,
often without even noticing. There was nothing
mechanical about it, and the answers were the
result of an extended dialogue and a line of
reasoning that I have tried to render here in a
concise manner and to the best of my abilities.
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The Pope: how the
Church will change

Dialogue between Francis and La Repubblica’s founder, Eugenio Scalfari: “Starting from
the Second Vatican Council, open to modern culture”. The conversation in the Vatican
after the Pope’s letter to La Repubblica: “Convert you? Proselytism is solemn nonsense.
You have to meet people and listen to them.”
by EUGENIO SCALFARI
(Translated from Italian to English by Kathryn Wallace)

Pope Francis told me: “The most serious of the
evils that afflict the world these days are youth
unemployment and the loneliness of the old.
The old need care and companionship; the
young need work and hope but have neither
one nor the other, and the problem is they
don’t even look for them any more. They have
been crushed by the present. You tell me:
can you live crushed under the weight of the
present? Without a memory of the past and
without the desire to look ahead to the future
by building something, a future, a family? Can
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you go on like this? This, to me, is the most
urgent problem that the Church is facing.”
Your Holiness, I say, it is largely a political
and economic problem for states,
governments, political parties, trade
unions.
“Yes, you are right, but it also concerns
the Church, in fact, particularly the Church
because this situation does not hurt only
bodies but also souls. The Church must feel
responsible for both souls and bodies.”
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Your Holiness, you say that the Church
must feel responsible. Should I conclude
that the Church is not aware of this problem
and that you will steer it in this direction?
“To a large extent that awareness is there, but
not sufficiently. I want it to be more so. It is
not the only problem that we face, but it is the
most urgent and the most dramatic.”
The meeting with Pope Francis took place
last Tuesday at his home in Santa Marta, in
a small bare room with a table and five or six
chairs and a painting on the wall. It had been
preceded by a phone call I will never forget
as long as I live. It was half past two in the
afternoon. My phone rings and in a somewhat
shaky voice my secretary tells me: “I have
the Pope on the line. I’ll put him through
immediately.”
I was still stunned when I heard the voice of
His Holiness on the other end of a the line
saying, “Hello, this is Pope Francis.” “Hello
Your Holiness”, I say and then, “I am shocked
I did not expect you to call me.” “Why so
surprised? You wrote me a letter asking to
meet me in person. I had the same wish,
so I’m calling to fix an appointment. Let me
look at my diary: I can’t do Wednesday, nor
Monday, would Tuesday suit you?” I answer,
that’s fine. “The time is a little awkward, three
in the afternoon, is that okay? Otherwise it’ll
have to be another day.” Your Holiness, the
time is fine. “So we agree: Tuesday 24 at 3
o’clock. At Santa Marta. You have to come
into the door at the Sant’Uffizio.” I don’t know
how to end this call and let myself go, saying:
“Can I embrace you by phone?” “Of course, a
hug from me too. Then we will do it in person,
goodbye.”
And here I am. The Pope comes in and shakes
my hand, and we sit down. The Pope smiles
and says: “Some of my colleagues who know
you told me that you will try to convert me.”
It’s a joke, I tell him. My friends think it is
you want to convert me.
He smiles again and replies: “Proselytism is
solemn nonsense, it makes no sense. We
need to get to know each other, listen to
each other and improve our knowledge of the
world around us. Sometimes after a meeting
I want to arrange another one because new
ideas are born and I discover new needs.
This is important: to get to know people,
listen, expand the circle of ideas. The world
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is crisscrossed by roads that come closer
together and move apart, but the important
thing is that they lead towards the Good.”
Your Holiness, is there is a single vision of
the Good? And who decides what it is?
“Each of us has a vision of good and of
evil. We have to encourage people to move
towards what they think is Good.”
Your Holiness, you wrote that in your letter
to me. The conscience is autonomous,
you said, and everyone must obey his
conscience. I think that’s one of the most
courageous steps taken by a Pope.
“And I repeat it here. Everyone has his own
idea of good and evil and must choose to
follow the good and fight evil as he conceives
them. That would be enough to make the
world a better place.”
Is the Church doing that?
“Yes, that is the purpose of our mission: to
identify the material and immaterial needs of
the people and try to meet them as we can.
Do you know what agape is?”
Yes, I know.
“It is love of others, as our Lord preached. It
is not proselytizing, it is love. Love for one’s
neighbor, that leavening that serves the
common good.”
Love your neighbor as yourself.
“Exactly so.”
Jesus in his preaching said that agape,
love for others, is the only way to love God.
Correct me if I’m wrong.
“You’re not wrong. The Son of God became
incarnate in order to instill the feeling of
brotherhood in the souls of men. All are
brothers and all children of God. Abba, as he
called the Father. I will show you the way, he
said. Follow me and you will find the Father
and you will all be his children and he will take
delight in you. Agape, the love of each one
of us for the other, from the closest to the
furthest, is in fact the only way that Jesus has
given us to find the way of salvation and of the
Beatitudes.”
However, as we said, Jesus told us that
love for one’s neighbor is equal to what
we have for ourselves. So what many call
narcissism is recognized as valid, positive,
to the same extent as the other. We’ve
talked a lot about this aspect.
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“I don’t like the word narcissism”, the Pope
said, “it indicates an excessive love for oneself
and this is not good, it can produce serious
damage not only to the soul of those affected
but also in relationship with others, with the
society in which one lives. The real trouble
is that those most affected by this - which
is actually a kind of mental disorder - are
people who have a lot of power. Often bosses
are narcissists”.
Many church leaders have been.
“You know what I think about this? Heads
of the Church have often been narcissists,
flattered and thrilled by their courtiers. The
court is the leprosy of the papacy.”
The leprosy of the papacy, those were
his exact words. But what is the court?
Perhaps he is alluding to the curia?
“No, there are sometimes courtiers in the curia,
but the curia as a whole is another thing. It is
what in an army is called the quartermaster’s
office, it manages the services that serve the
Holy See. But it has one defect: it is Vaticancentric. It sees and looks after the interests of
the Vatican, which are still, for the most part,
temporal interests. This Vatican-centric view
neglects the world around us. I do not share
this view and I’ll do everything I can to change
it. The Church is or should go back to being
a community of God’s people, and priests,
pastors and bishops who have the care of
souls, are at the service of the people of God.
The Church is this, a word not surprisingly
different from the Holy See, which has its own
function, important but at the service of the
Church. I would not have been able to have
complete faith in God and in his Son if I had
not been trained in the Church, and if I had not
had the good fortune of being in Argentina, in
a community without which I would not have
become aware myself and my faith. “
You heard your calling at a young age?
“No, not very young. My family wanted me
to have a different profession, to work, earn
some money. I went to university. I also had
a teacher for whom I had a lot of respect and
developed a friendship and who was a fervent
communist. She often read Communist Party
texts to me and gave them to me to read.
So I also got to know that very materialistic
conception. I remember that she also gave me
the statement from the American Communists
in defense of the Rosenbergs, who had been
sentenced to death. The woman I’m talking
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about was later arrested, tortured and killed
by the dictatorship then ruling in Argentina.”
Where you seduced by Communism?
“Her materialism had no hold over me. But
learning about it through a courageous and
honest person was helpful. I realized a few
things, an aspect of the social, which I then
found in the social doctrine of the Church.”
Liberation theology, which Pope John Paul
II excommunicated, was widespread in
Latin America.
“Yes, many of its members were Argentines.”
Do you think it was right that the Pope
fought against them?
“It certainly gave a political aspect to their
theology, but many of them were believers
and with a high concept of humanity.”
Your Holiness, may I tell you something
about my own cultural background? I
was raised by a mother who was a strict
Catholic. At the age of 12 I won a catechism
contest held by all the parishes in Rome
and I was given a prize by the Vicariate. I
took communion on the first Friday of every
month, in other words, I was a practicing
Catholic and a true believer. But all that
changed when I entered high school. I
read, among other philosophical texts
that we studied, Descartes’ “Discourse on
Method” and I was struck by the phrase,
which has now become an icon, “I think,
therefore I am.” The individual thus became
the basis of human existence, the seat of
free thought.
“Descartes, however, never denied faith in a
transcendent God.”
That is true, but he laid the foundation for
a very different vision and I happened to
follow that path, which later, supported by
other things I read, let me to a very different
place.
“You, however, from what I understand, are
a non-believer but not anti-clerical. They are
two very different things.”
True, I am not anticlerical, but I become so
when I meet a clericalist.
He smiles and says, “It also happens to me
that when I meet a clericalist, I suddenly
become anti-clerical. Clericalism should not
have anything to do with Christianity. St. Paul,
who was the first to speak to the Gentiles, the
pagans, to believers in other religions, was
the first to teach us that.”
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Can I ask you, Your Holiness, which saints
you feel closest to in your soul, those who
have shaped your religious experience?
“St. Paul is the one who laid down the
cornerstones of our religion and our creed.
You cannot be a conscious Christian without
St. Paul. He translated the teachings of Christ
into a doctrinal structure that, even with
the additions of a vast number of thinkers,
theologians and pastors, has resisted and
still exists after two thousand years. Then
there are Augustine, Benedict and Thomas
and Ignatius. Naturally Francis. Do I need to
explain why?”
Francis - I allow myself to call him that because
it is the Pope himself who suggests it by the
way he speaks, the way he smiles, with his
exclamations of surprise and understanding
- looks at me as if to encourage me to ask
questions that are even more scandalous and
embarrassing for those who guide the Church.
So I ask him: you explained the importance
of Paul and the role he played, but I want
to know which of those you named feels
closer to your soul?
“You’re asking me for a ranking, but
classifications are for sports or things like
that. I could tell you the name of the best
footballers in Argentina. But the saints...”
They say joke with knaves, you know the
proverb?
“Exactly. But I’m not trying to avoid your
question, because you didn’t ask me
for ranking of their cultural and religious
importance but who is closest to my soul. So
I’d say: Augustine and Francis.”
Not Ignatius, from whose order you
come?
“Ignatius, for understandable reasons, is
the saint I know better than any other. He
founded our Order. I’d like to remind you that
Carlo Maria Martini also came from that order,
someone who is very dear to me and also to
you. Jesuits were and still are the leavening
- not the only one but perhaps the most
effective - of Catholicism: culture, teaching,
missionary work, loyalty to the Pope. But
Ignatius who founded the Society, was also a
reformer and a mystic. Especially a mystic.”
And you think that mystics have been
important for the Church?
“They have been fundamental. A religion
without mystics is a philosophy.”
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Do you have a mystical vocation?
“What do you think?”
I wouldn’t think so.
“You’re probably right. I love the mystics;
Francis also was in many aspects of his life,
but I do not think I have the vocation and
then we must understand the deep meaning
of that word. The mystic manages to strip
himself of action, of facts, objectives and
even the pastoral mission and rises until he
reaches communion with the Beatitudes. Brief
moments but which fill an entire life.”
Has that ever happened to you?
“Rarely. For example, when the conclave
elected me Pope. Before I accepted I asked if
I could spend a few minutes in the room next
to the one with the balcony overlooking the
square. My head was completely empty and
I was seized by a great anxiety. To make it go
way and relax I closed my eyes and made
every thought disappear, even the thought
of refusing to accept the position, as the
liturgical procedure allows. I closed my eyes
and I no longer had any anxiety or emotion.
At a certain point I was filled with a great light.
It lasted a moment, but to me it seemed very
long. Then the light faded, I got up suddenly
and walked into the room where the cardinals
were waiting and the table on which was the
act of acceptance. I signed it, the Cardinal
Camerlengo countersigned it and then on the
balcony there was the ‘”Habemus Papam”.
We were silent for a moment, then I said: we
were talking about the saints that you feel
closest to your soul and we were left with
Augustine. Will you tell me why you feel
very close to him?
“Even for my predecessor Augustine is a
reference point. That saint went through
many vicissitudes in his life and changed
his doctrinal position several times. He also
had harsh words for the Jews, which I never
shared. He wrote many books and what
I think is most revealing of his intellectual
and spiritual intimacy are the “Confessions”,
which also contain some manifestations
of mysticism, but he is not, as many would
argue, a continuation of Paul. Indeed, he sees
the Church and the faith in very different ways
than Paul, perhaps four centuries passed
between one and the other. “
What is the difference, Your Holiness?
“For me it lies in two substantial aspects.
Augustine feels powerless in the face of
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the immensity of God and the tasks that a
Christian and a bishop has to fulfill. In fact he
was by no means powerless, but he felt that
his soul was always less than he wanted and
needed it to be. And then the grace dispensed
by the Lord as a basic element of faith. Of life.
Of the meaning of life. Someone who is not
touched by grace may be a person without
blemish and without fear, as they say, but he
will never be like a person who has touched
grace. This is Augustine’s insight.”
Do you feel touched by grace?
“No one can know that. Grace is not part of
consciousness, it is the amount of light in
our souls, not knowledge nor reason. Even
you, without knowing it, could be touched by
grace.”
Without faith? A non-believer?
“Grace regards the soul.”
I do not believe in the soul.
“You do not believe in it but you have one.”
Your Holiness, you said that you have no
intention of trying to convert me and I do
not think you would succeed.
“We cannot know that, but I don’t have any
such intention.”
And St. Francis?
“He’s great because he is everything. He
is a man who wants to do things, wants to
build, he founded an order and its rules, he
is an itinerant and a missionary, a poet and
a prophet, he is mystical. He found evil in
himself and rooted it out. He loved nature,
animals, the blade of grass on the lawn and
the birds flying in the sky. But above all he
loved people, children, old people, women.
He is the most shining example of that agape
we talked about earlier.”
Your Holiness is right, the description
is perfect. But why did none of your
predecessors ever choose that name?
And I believe that after you no one else will
choose it.
“We do not know that, let’s not speculate
about the future. True, no one chose it before
me. Here we face the problem of problems.
Would you like something to drink?” Thank
you, maybe a glass of water. He gets up, opens
the door and asks someone in the entrance to
bring two glasses of water. He asks me if I
want a coffee, I say no. The water arrives. At
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the end of our conversation, my glass will be
empty, but his will remain full. He clears his
throat and begins.
“Francis wanted a mendicant order and an
itinerant one. Missionaries who wanted to
meet, listen, talk, help, to spread faith and love.
Especially love. And he dreamed of a poor
Church that would take care of others, receive
material aid and use it to support others, with
no concern for itself. 800 years have passed
since then and times have changed, but the
ideal of a missionary, poor Church is still more
than valid. This is still the Church that Jesus
and his disciples preached about.”
You Christians are now a minority. Even
in Italy, which is known as the pope’s
backyard. Practicing Catholics, according
to some polls, are between 8 and 15
percent. Those who say they are Catholic
but in fact are not very are about 20%. In
the world, there are a billion Catholics or
more, and with other Christian churches
there are over a billion and a half, but the
population of the planet is 6 or 7 billion
people. There are certainly many of you,
especially in Africa and Latin America, but
you are a minority.
“We always have been but the issue today
is not that. Personally I think that being a
minority is actually a strength. We have to be
a leavening of life and love and the leavening
is infinitely smaller than the mass of fruits,
flowers and trees that are born out of it. I
believe I have already said that our goal is
not to proselytize but to listen to needs,
desires and disappointments, despair, hope.
We must restore hope to young people, help
the old, be open to the future, spread love.
Be poor among the poor. We need to include
the excluded and preach peace. Vatican II,
inspired by Pope Paul VI and John, decided to
look to the future with a modern spirit and to be
open to modern culture. The Council Fathers
knew that being open to modern culture
meant religious ecumenism and dialogue with
non-believers. But afterwards very little was
done in that direction. I have the humility and
ambition to want to do something.”
Also because - I allow myself to add modern society throughout the world is
going through a period of deep crisis,
not only economic but also social and
spiritual. At the beginning of our meeting
you described a generation crushed under
the weight of the present. Even we non-
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believers feel this almost anthropological
weight. That is why we want dialogue with
believers and those who best represent
them.
“I don’t know if I’m the best of those who
represent them, but providence has placed me
at the head of the Church and the Diocese of
Peter. I will do what I can to fulfill the mandate
that has been entrusted to me.”
Jesus, as you pointed out, said: Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself. Do you think
that this has happened?
“Unfortunately, no. Selfishness has increased
and love towards others declined.”
So this is the goal that we have in common:
at least to equalize the intensity of these
two kinds of love. Is your Church ready and
equipped to carry out this task?
“What do you think?”
I think love for temporal power is still very
strong within the Vatican walls and in the
institutional structure of the whole Church.
I think that the institution dominates the
poor, missionary Church that you would
like.
“In fact, that is the way it is, and in this area
you cannot perform miracles. Let me remind
you that even Francis in his time held long
negotiations with the Roman hierarchy
and the Pope to have the rules of his order
recognized. Eventually he got the approval but
with profound changes and compromises.”
Will you have to follow the same path?
“I’m not Francis of Assisi and I do not have
his strength and his holiness. But I am the
Bishop of Rome and Pope of the Catholic
world. The first thing I decided was to appoint
a group of eight cardinals to be my advisers.
Not courtiers but wise people who share
my own feelings. This is the beginning of a
Church with an organization that is not just
top-down but also horizontal. When Cardinal
Martini talked about focusing on the councils
and synods he knew how long and difficult it
would be to go in that direction. Gently, but
firmly and tenaciously.”
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“I was not addressing only Catholics but all
men of good will. I say that politics is the most
important of the civil activities and has its own
field of action, which is not that of religion.
Political institutions are secular by definition
and operate in independent spheres. All my
predecessors have said the same thing,
for many years at least, albeit with different
accents. I believe that Catholics involved in
politics carry the values of their religion within
them, but have the mature awareness and
expertise to implement them. The Church will
never go beyond its task of expressing and
disseminating its values, at least as long as
I’m here.”
But that has not always being the case with
the Church.
“It has almost never been the case. Often the
Church as an institution has been dominated
by temporalism and many members and
senior Catholic leaders still feel this way.
But now let me ask you a question: you, a
secular non-believer in God, what do you
believe in? You are a writer and a man of
thought. You believe in something, you must
have a dominant value. Don’t answer me with
words like honesty, seeking, the vision of the
common good, all important principles and
values but that is not what I am asking. I am
asking what you think is the essence of the
world, indeed the universe. You must ask
yourself, of course, like everyone else, who
we are, where we come from, where we are
going. Even children ask themselves these
questions. And you?”
I am grateful for this question. The answer
is this: I believe in Being, that is in the tissue
from which forms, bodies arise.
“And I believe in God, not in a Catholic God,
there is no Catholic God, there is God and I
believe in Jesus Christ, his incarnation. Jesus
is my teacher and my pastor, but God, the
Father, Abba, is the light and the Creator.
This is my Being. Do you think we are very
far apart?”

And politics?
“Why do you ask? I have already said that the
Church will not deal with politics.”

We are distant in our thinking, but similar
as human beings, unconsciously animated
by our instincts that turn into impulses,
feelings and will, thought and reason. In
this we are alike.
“But can you define what you call Being?”

But just a few days ago you appealed to
Catholics to engage civilly and politically.

Being is a fabric of energy. Chaotic but
indestructible energy and eternal chaos.
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Forms emerge from that energy when it
reaches the point of exploding. The forms
have their own laws, their magnetic fields,
their chemical elements, which combine
randomly, evolve, and are eventually
extinguished but their energy is not
destroyed. Man is probably the only animal
endowed with thought, at least in our
planet and solar system. I said that he is
driven by instincts and desires but I would
add that he also contains within himself a
resonance, an echo, a vocation of chaos.
“All right. I did not want you to give me a
summary of your philosophy and what you
have told me is enough for me. From my point
of view, God is the light that illuminates the
darkness, even if it does not dissolve it, and a
spark of divine light is within each of us. In the
letter I wrote to you, you will remember I said
that our species will end but the light of God
will not end and at that point it will invade all
souls and it will all be in everyone.”
Yes, I remember it well. You said, “All the
light will be in all souls” which - if I may say
so - gives more an image of immanence
than of transcendence.
“Transcendence remains because that light,
all in everything, transcends the universe
and the species it inhabits at that stage. But
back to the present. We have made a step
forward in our dialogue. We have observed
that in society and the world in which we live
selfishness has increased more than love for
others, and that men of good will must work,
each with his own strengths and expertise, to
ensure that love for others increases until it is
equal and possibly exceeds love for oneself.”
Once again, politics comes into the
picture.
“Certainly. Personally I think so-called
unrestrained liberalism only makes the strong
stronger and the weak weaker and excludes
the most excluded. We need great freedom,
no discrimination, no demagoguery and a lot
of love. We need rules of conduct and also, if
necessary, direct intervention from the state
to correct the more intolerable inequalities.”
Your Holiness, you are certainly a person of
great faith, touched by grace, animated by
the desire to revive a pastoral, missionary
church that is renewed and not temporal.
But from the way you talk and from
what I understand, you are and will be a
revolutionary pope. Half Jesuit, half a man

page 54

of Francis, a combination that perhaps has
never been seen before. And then, you like
“The Betrothed” by Manzoni, Holderlin,
Leopardi and especially Dostoevsky, the
film “La Strada” and “Prova d’orchestra”
by Fellini, “Open City” by Rossellini and
also the film of Aldo Fabrizi .
“I like those because I watched them with my
parents when I was a child.”
There you are. May I recommend two
recently released films? “Viva la libertà”
and the film on Fellini by Ettore Scola. I’m
sure you’ll like them. Regarding power, I
say, you know that when I was 20 I spent a
month and a half in a spiritual retreat with
the Jesuits? The Nazis were in Rome and
I had deserted from military service. That
was punishable by the death sentence.
The Jesuits hid us on condition that we did
spiritual exercises the whole time that they
kept us hidden.
“But is it impossible to stand a month and a
half of spiritual exercises?” he asks, amazed
and amused. I will tell him more next time.
We embrace. We climb the short staircase
to the door. I tell the Pope there is no need
to accompany me but he waves that aside
with a gesture. “We will also discuss the role
of women in the Church. Remember that the
Church (la chiesa) is feminine.”
And if you like, we can also to talk about
Pascal. I’d like to know what you think of that
great soul.
“Give all your family my blessings and ask
them to pray for me. Think of me, think of me
often.”
We shake hands and he stands with his two
fingers raised in a blessing. I wave to him from
the window.
This is Pope Francis. If the Church becomes
like him and becomes what he wants it to be,
it will be an epochal change.
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