Ossory Adult Faith Development

Issue 6 October 2014

Ossory times
Sharing the life of our Diocese

Holy
Hour for
Vocations

First Friday
of every
Month
The Blessed
Sacrament Chapel
St Mary’s Cathedral,
Kilkenny, 7-8pm
Guided Prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament with
Benediction
Contact: Fr Willie Purcell,
Ossory Vocations Office
056 7770261/0876286858
ossoryvocdir@gmail.com
All Welcome

october 2014

Editorial
Welcome to the latest edition of the Ossory Times.
It is great that we are now finished the sixth edition
of this publication. Each edition sees nearly 3,000
copies sold throughout the diocese. We have a lot
going on in Ossory - the faith is alive and well and this
edition, once again, proves this to be true.
This publication marks significant moments for our
diocese. Rev Brian Griffin was ordained deacon
during the summer and this marks the last stage
of his formation as he moves, with the Lord’s help,
towards Ordination to the Priesthood this year. Brian
continues his studies in Maynooth and will also be
helping out in the Cathedral Parish - in these pages
he recalls his ordination to the diaconate in June.
A second significant event has just happened in
the diocese: the Presentation Sisters are to leave
Mooncoin after 180 years there at the heart of the
community. This sad day is marked in this edition as
their history of caring for the people of Mooncoin
and beyond is recalled.
Along with these two notable events there is much
more inside: a word from Rome; a timely insight
into just wars; accounts from Lourdes; reflections on
Edmund Rice and the Great war; new life
for an old schoolhouse in Rathdowney and
much, much more...
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On Sunday 1st June
2014, the Solemnity
of the Ascension of
the Lord, Brian Griffin,
a seminarian for the
diocese of Ossory,
along with fourteen
other classmates,
was ordained to
the Diaconate. The
ceremony took place
in the College Chapel
of St Patrick’s College,
Maynooth.
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ORDAINED
to the
Diaconate
Brian Griffin

The ordaining prelate was His Eminence
Cardinal Sean Brady, Archbishop of Armagh.
As the procession of fifteen men to be
ordained entered the College Chapel the
choir sang “Jubilate Deo!” meaning “Praise
God”, setting the tone for a ceremony that
was at once solemn and joyous.
An intimate occasion, the congregation
was mainly made up of the families of those
who were being ordained, a small number
of priests from their respective dioceses
and the staff and students of the seminary
community. Friends and family of the
candidates filled the pews as they watched
their sons, grandsons, brothers, uncles,
cousins and friends become part of the
Order of Deacons. “It was really beautiful,”
said Helen Dillon, one of the newly ordained
deacons relatives, “It was just fantastic.”
The Gospel of the day recalled the Risen
Lord’s commands to his followers: “Go,
therefore, make disciples of all the nations,”
confirming, no doubt, the calling to which
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Brian

and

his

fellow

deacons

are

responding. The word ‘deacon’ means
‘one who serves.’ Deacons are called
to do the will of God generously and to
serve Him and others in love and joy.
Before being ordained, the fifteen men
declared their intention to accept the
office and promised obedience to their
bishop. During the liturgy, His Eminence
Cardinal Brady laid his hands on the
candidates and called down the Holy
Spirit upon them so that they would
become co-workers with the bishops
and priests in the service of God and of
the people. After lying prostrate before
the altar for several minutes, (an ancient
gesture of supplication and dying to self),
the new deacons were then invested with
the stole and dalmatic, symbols of the
diaconate. “Lying prostrate with my nose
to the carpet was a really good symbol
of being a servant and the humility that
has to underlie it all,” said Brian.
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The fifteen men who were ordained
became what are called ‘transitional’
deacons, meaning that they are
preparing for priesthood. The new
transitional deacons will be studying
for one more year in the seminary while
serving as deacons in parishes throughout
their diocese at week-ends. As deacons,
they are now part of the church’s clergy
and will assist and preach at Mass,
baptise, assist at and bless weddings and
conduct funerals.
Brian said that it was a “great day,” and
he was happy to join his brother deacons.
“I was a little nervous until the morning,”
he said. “I said morning prayer and had
breakfast with my classmates and that
really just calmed me down and put me
in the right place for ordination. I feel
very blessed to be a deacon. It is a very
humbling experience”
The diocese of Ossory congratulates Brian
in his receipt of Holy Orders and wishes
him well in his ministry. We are delighted
to have him as one among us in service.
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Do This In Memory
Ten years on... a time to review
Martin Delaney
Maeve Mahon

I am conscious some readers
of the Ossory Times may not
be familiar with Do This in
Memory so before I talk about
the review let me say a word
about the programme. Do This
in Memory is a parish based
programme of preparation
for children who are going
to celebrate their First Holy
Communion or First EuchariSt
It was published by Veritas
in 2004. It includes a set of
resources and materials
which helps parents and
the parish community to get
more involved as the children
prepare for the sacrament.
Experience has shown that
when provided with such
accessible materials and
invited to take an active role,
parents and those involved in
parish leadership are only too
willing to accept the invitation.
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Do This in Memory was published by
Veritas in 2004 and is used in every
diocese in Ireland. In the last ten years
over 300,000 families have taken part in
the programme and this year more than
40,000 Irish families who are preparing
for First Communion are involved. The
programme is also being used in some
parishes in England, Scotland and The
United States.
During the past ten years we have made
various adjustments to the materials
and resources in the programme
particularly when the New Missal was
introduced. Approaching the tenth
anniversary of publication we reflected
on how we might look again at the
programme and what changes would
need to be made to ensure that it could
continue to respond to a changing
cultural and pastoral context. We were
conscious that while the children and
many parents come to the programme
for the first time each year, the one
group who engage with it every year
is the priests and pastoral coordinators.
We had anecdotal evidence that
some priests and parishes had perhaps
grown tired of using Do This in Memory
and had stopped using it. While the
sales of the programme would suggest
that this is a very small percentage we
were conscious that any programme
needs to be reviewed and reworked
where necessary. We decided to seek
out the views of priests and pastoral
coordinators around the country. In the
months of June and July we carried out
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conversations at five venues around the
country, Dublin, Cork, Mount St Anne’s
Retreat Centre in Killenard Co. Laois,
Kilkenny and Wexford.
Each meeting followed the same pattern.
We asked those participating to share with
each other and with us both the Joys and
the Challenges involved in Sacramental
Preparation in general and with Do This
in Memory in particular. We expected
that the Joys would be despatched fairly
quickly as people got down to articulating
the challenges and difficulties. The
opposite was true. We were amazed as
group after group spoke so animatedly
about their experience. Many people
spoke about the enthusiasm, creativity
and initiative of the coordinating groups
of parent volunteers. Others spoke about
how the gifts of parents were revealed
and their involvement in the programme
led to them becoming involved in other
pastoral ministries in the parish. Many
priests spoke about how the programme
had brought them into contact with
parents and children in a way they had
not achieved before. The anticipation,
excitement and growing faith awareness
of the children was remarked upon by
many of those participating in the review.
One of the big fruits of the programme
was how so many of the children feel at
ease and at home in the church by the
time it comes to their First Communion
celebration.
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There are of course significant challenges
facing priests and all those involved in
sacramental preparation of children.
Everbody mentioned the fact that so
many families do not come to church on
anything like a regular basis. Frustration
and disappointment was expressed
that so many only come on Do his in
Memory weekends. Clearly many priests
in particular see this as a failure of the
programme because they thought
participation in the monthly masses
would lead to the good habit of more
regular attendance. One challenge
which surfaced everywhere was the fact
that many parishioners tend to dislike the
‘disturbance’ and ‘intrusion’ which the
Do This in Memory programme brings to
‘their’ Sunday Mass.
This is just a small flavour of the comments
which were shared with us as we travelled
around the various venues and we have
been left with much food for thought.
Do This in Memory was never going to
be the cure for all the well rehearsed ills
and woes involved in preparing children
and their families for First EuchariSt As
the authors of the programme continue
to be grateful that it has made some
positive contribution to an important are
of parish life. The reflection will continue
and hopefully we can build on the
foundations laid in the first ten years of Do
This in Memory
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MORALITY MATTERS

Give me a
crash course
in ...
just war theory
Michael Shortall

What is occurring across the Middle East is truly awful.
It often appears to be the most complex region in the world,
even in recent times. For over a decade, there has been the
struggle in Iraq. Currently, there is a civil war in Syria, a conflict
between Israel and Hamas in Gaza, and the rise of the socalled Islamic State (IS) that has captured huge swathes of
territory and is now forcing minorities, including Christians, to
flee or convert.
It seems that the international community is cautions to
intervene with further military action.
Firstly, it must be said that war is always a failure of humanity.
The first commitment of us all should always be to peace. But
sometimes the route of conflict can appear inevitable. In that
awful context, the question persists: how to do the moral thing
and not fall to further moral failures?
How do we know if we are following a moral course of action?
In the Christian tradition the ‘Just War Theory’ is such a set of
criteria. At base is the moral principle of self-defence by an
individual. Many people accept as common sense that
although violence is always wrong violence may be justified
to protect oneself against another violent aggressor. The same
can be said for a whole community, people or state. But the
theory is not meant to be a permitting theory – it was intended
to make the decision to go to war as difficult as possible and to
restrict the activity of war.
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So what should we consider?
Traditionally the rules are broken down
into phases – the rules for going to war
(Jus ad bellum) and the rules in war
(jus in bello). We now understand the
importance of another phase – the rules
after war (jus post bello).
So what then should a country or people
consider before undertaking armed
conflict?
To take the first: before a country or
people can turn to armed conflict, there
must be
a.
just cause
b.
a mandate or proper authority that
makes the decision to take up arms
c.
the right intention.
And although all these may be present,
it may not always be wise. The final
judgement needs to respond to the
questions like:
a.
Is there a reasonable hope of
success?
b.
Does the good outweigh the
inevitable destruction?
c.
Is the conflict a last resort?
d.
Is the conflict ultimately required for
peace?
If a country or people go to to war, what
then?
Once in war, there are some basic
principles that both sides should follow:
a.
Distinction should always be made
between combatants, such as
soldiers, and non-combatants,
such as civilians.
b.
The means of conflict, such as
the type of weapons, should be
proportionate.
And you mentioned about after a war?
After a war, a lot of responsibility lies
with the victor to continue to act in a
moral manner. Therefore, the following
principles apply:
a.
Honourable surrender, such that the
losing people are not humiliated to
the point of vengeance.
b.
Restoration, for example cleaning

c.

d.
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up the battlefield of the instruments
of war such as landmines.
Justice, where public leaders of an
aggressor are brought to a public
trial
Rehabilitation, where the victor
aids the defeated to reform and
re-establish itself.

That is a lot to consider!
Pope Francis was asked about the
current situation in Iraq. He said that the
international community — and not just
one country — should decide how to
intervene. He said: “In these cases, where
there is an unjust aggression, I can only say
that it is licit to stop the unjust aggressor.”
“I underscore the verb ‘stop.’ I’m not
saying ‘bomb’ or ‘make war,’ just ‘stop.’
And the means that can be used to stop
them must be evaluated.” The pope’s
comments were significant because in
recent years the Papacy has opposed
military. Pope Paul VI famously said: “War
never again, never again war” at the
United Nations in 1965 as the Vietnam
War raged. St John Paul II argued that the
first Iraq war could not be justified as a
“preventive” war and repeatedly called
for negotiations to resolve the crisis.
Francis himself staged a global prayer
and fast for peace last year when the U.S.
was threatening airstrikes on Syria.
Such is the situation in the Middle East,
Francis has opened the possibility
of applying church teaching on the
“just war”. But, he also warned that, in
history, such “excuses” to stop an unjust
aggression have been used by world
powers to justify a “war of conquest” in
which an entire people have been taken
over. “One nation alone cannot judge
how you stop this, how you stop an unjust
aggressor,” he said, apparently referring
to the United States. “After World War
II, the idea of the United Nations came
about: It’s there that you must discuss ‘Is
there an unjust aggression? It seems so.
How should we stop it?’ Just this. Nothing
more.”
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Noreen Maher

To be part of the team with the main focus
on the assisted pilgrims or just to share a quiet
moment with each other are treasured times.

an Experience of
Lourdes as a nurse
On my first trip to Lourdes I was totally
unaware of what the pilgrimage
entailed. The organisation of bringing
assisted pilgrims has opened my eyes
in terms of hard work, commitment,
attention to detail and the spirit in which
people are committed to making the
journey an enjoyable one for all. I have
gone from saying I would go for a once
off pilgrimage to saying yes for the last
ten years. I have worked as a nurse for
many years in different capacities with
multidisciplinary teams and the focus is
on the patients improving their lives. So it
is great to see the same commitment to
ensure the assisted pilgrims have a safe
and enriched trip.
While so much depends on organisation
it can distract from the spiritual journey of
all who come to Lourdes. It is an annual
trip for many of the assisted pilgrims it
still remains a different experience every
year. In doing something big or small it can
make a difference and it can deepen
the interactions and connections for the
assisted pilgrims. Be it an annual trip or a
first experience of Lourdes the opportunity
to share to be part of the team with the
main focus on the assisted pilgrims or just
to share a quiet moment with each other
are treasured times.

I am aware that everyone goes for all
their own reasons and I may never know
those reasons but it is often the chat or
shared quiet moments that matter.
The central focus of the days is the
religious ceremonies and there is a great
flurry of activity getting the assisted ready
and there on time. For the rest of the
day their time is spent having sing-songs,
playing cards, chatting and getting to
the shops. My role as nurse is to ensure
the assisted pilgrims are medically looked
after and have a safe and an enjoyable
trip. I still have time to reflect and enjoy
the spiritual experience myself.
The flurry to get us altogether to go to the
grotto mass or any of the sermons while
the focus is to get there on time once I sit
in the spiritual presence my mind focuses
in a different way.
Lourdes is a special place; it is a peaceful
place despite being surrounded by many
people from different countries there is
a sense of belonging so being able to
share that sense of belonging with others
is a great experience.
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Weddings at St Kieran's College

Bishop Seamus Freeman has granted permission for
the celebration of marriages of past pupils and staff
in the College Chapel.

Set in the magnificent grounds of St Kieran's the
College Chapel, which seats c. 180 people, is an
ideal location for the celebration of marriage.

Any past-pupil or staff thinking of celebrating their
marriage here are invited to contact the College
Office.
Tel: 056 7721086
Email: admin@stkieranscollege.ie
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an Experience
of Lourdes
as a student
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Paddy Gannon
St Kieran’s College
Fifth year student

On the 22nd of May every year the annual
diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes takes
place. Over fifty youth from parishes all
over the diocese are given the chance
to be part of the two hundred and fifty
pilgrims that make the jorney to Lourdes.
From Rathdowney in County Laois to the
Abbey College in Ferrybank, students
who apply are chosen to attend and
help the assisted pilgrims. The procedure
for application involved firstly filling out
the application form that was available
in the school from Mr Fitzgerald. Over
twenty people applied for the chance
to join the youth group from St Kieran’s.
These applicants were then put through
an interview with two priests from the
dioceses who, among eight or nine other
priests, also attend the pilgrimage. After
the interview process, there were ten of
us from St Kierans chosen to join the 40
other students from other schools around
the diocese.
Then the fundraising started in earnest
and appeals to relatives and friends for
donations. The cost of our trip individually
was over seven hundred euro. We had
to raise three hundred and fifty euro
each and the school helped raise the
remaining amount. An example of one
of the fundraisers we did was a cake
sale which from a financial point of view
was very productive. The fundraising was
a difficult task but it made the whole
experience more rewarding ultimately.
Early on the 22nd of May, we left the
car park in Loughboy for Dublin Airport,
where we would leave for Lourdes. On
our arrival, we went to see our assisted
pilgrims who were staying in the hospital
near the grotto in Lourdes. A lot of
the assisted pilgrims were elderly so it
was more or less ‘adopt a granny or
granddad for a week’. We were staying
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in a hotel five minutes from the
hospital so every morning we
woke early and collectively went
to the hospital to collect our
assisted pilgrims. Every day we had
a busy itineary where we would
go to mass, get confession or
take part in the night processions
which were unbelievable. Many
of the volunteers that went over
were either trained nurses or
paramedics. They worked as
brancardiers and helped the
nurses do their job so that each
assisted pilgrim was comfortable
in the hospital. Other volunteers
helped out in the kitchen to ensure
the ‘grannys and grandads’ were
well fed and looked after. We left
Tarbes airport on the 27th of May
to fly back to Dublin. Throughout
the Lourdes experience we met
many new people from all over
the diocese and I thought it to be
the one of the most enjoyable,
moving and personally rewarding
experiences of my life and one I
would definitely recommend to
others.
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Ray Cleere

Edmund Ignatius Rice
died 170 years ago
Edmund Ignatius Rice, the founder of
the Irish Christian Brothers and the Irish
Presentation Brothers, was born on
June 1, 1762, in a modest farm-house,
in Callan, County Kilkenny, the fourth
of seven sons.

Despite growing up in penal times,
when the educational opportunities for
Irish Catholics were severely limited, the
Rice children were fortunate. A local
Augustinian Friar visited the home daily to
teach Edmund and his brothers.
Bright and ambitious, the young Edmund
inherited his Uncle Michael Rice’s
merchant business in Waterford in 1794.
He became an influential and highly
respected citizen in his adopted city – a
man of means who moved easily among
the social elite. Trading livestock and
other supplies to the British Colonies, life
was good. Aged 23, Edmund married
Mary Elliott, the daughter of a Waterford
tanner. They became the parents of a
daughter also named Mary.
In early 1789 tragedy struck the home
following a horse-riding accident in
which his wife was killed and his daughter
was left handicapped. A devastated
Edmund changed his priorities following

the tragedy and he abandoned the
ambitions of his class.
In 1794 he founded an orphan society to
care for the poor children of Waterford
and he devoted his time to the plight of
prisoners. In 1802, having provided for the
care of his daughter with the assistance
of his married step-sister, Joan Murphy,
he disposed of his business and elegant
dwelling. He established a makeshift
school in New Street in Waterford to
cater for the poor. Soon afterwards, with
the help of two young fellow Callan
men, Thomas Grosvenor and Patrick Finn,
the Irish Christian and Irish Presentation
Brothers were founded. The news of the
new Catholic schools, which embraced
the Irish Republican cause, spread across
Ireland. Even at this time Edmund Rice
was known to be a man of deep faith
whose spirituality was soundly based
on his devout daily participation in the
Eucharist, his reading of the Scared
Scriptures and other spiritual books, and
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his devotion to the Blessed
Virgin Mary.
Edmund Rice’s decision to
devote his considerable
fortune and the remaining
years of his life to the
most neglected children
of his day necessitated a
radical transformation of
his
comfortable
lifestyle
and was not taken lightly.
Humanly speaking he had
little to gain and much to
lose when he took that step
which led to the foundation
of a religious brotherhood
dedicated to the gratuitous
education and religious
formation of poor boys.
A small group of like-minded
men threw in their lot with
Edmund
and,
residing
together in rather primitive
conditions, they followed
a simple and regular life of
prayer and service. By the
time this fledging religious
community, with the now
Brother Ignatius Rice as
their superior took their first
vows on August 15, 1808,
they had opened schools
in Carrick-on-Suir, County
Tipperary and in Dungarvan,
County Waterford. Their
educational mission was to
expand and by 1825, when
they established their houses
in England (at Preston and
Manchester), the Brothers
were teaching by novel
methods 5,500 boys in 12
different towns and cities.
By 1830 the Brothers were
in 17 locations with 7,500
boys, including a number
in England. Not surprisingly,
in response to numerous
invitations
from
Bishops,
the work of the Brothers
eventually spread beyond
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Ireland to many other countries across
the world, including Australia where the
first permanent foundation under the
charismatic leadership of Brother Patrick
Ambrose Treacy dates from 1868. The
Christian Brothers made history in Ireland
and they made it again in Kilkenny in
1953, when the late Bishop Patrick Collier
blessed and opened the C.B.S. Primary
school in Stephen Street. It was the first
school in Ireland to be named after
Edmund Ignatius Rice. The school was 60
years old on October 29, 2013.
Having relinquished his role as leader of
the Christian Brothers, Edmund Ignatius
Rice died in Waterford 170 years ago on
the morning of August 28, 1844, aged
82. At the end of a very long process,
this astute businessman, loving husband,
devoted father, grieving widower,
innovative
educator,
courageous
founder, and compassionate champion
of the poor was beatified by Pope John
Paul II in Rome on October 6, 1996 and he
became the “Blessed Edmund Ignatius
Rice”. His feast day is on May 5. To be
considered for the honour, a miracle
carried out by, or in the name of, Rice
had to be found.
In 1976, a young Newry man named
Kevin Ellison had his appendix removed
but complications of gangrene followed.
Further surgery was performed but the
doctors believed there was no hope of
survival. Death would take place within
24 to 48 hours. A relic of Rice was given
to the 19-year old’s distraught parents.
Amazingly, he survived the next day and
after a further operation, he was able
to return home after several weeks in
hospital. Kevin Ellison is still alive and well,
and married with a young family.
On Saturday October 20, 2012, in
the Convention Centre in Dublin, the
former President Mary McAleese and
her husband, Senator Martin McAleese
joined past pupils and friends of the
Edmund Rice/Christian Brothers schools
for an evening of music and film. Keynote
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addresses which marked the 250th
anniversary of the birth of Edmund Rice,
outlined a vision for the continuation
of his work in the years to come. About
1,000 people attended the event.
The
Master
of
Ceremonies,
RTE
broadcaster, Damien O’Reilly, introduced
the evening’s programme. It featured
choral performances, music from the
Artane Band, presentations and videos of
education in Ireland and in the Missions,
speeches from the former President Mary
McAleese, the President of St Patrick’s
College, Maynooth, John Hope, prize
winning academic, Dr Dáire Keogh,
and activist and author, Fr Peter McVerry
who recently received the Freedom of
the City of Dublin in the Mansion House.
There was an opportunity for attendees
to reconnect with friends and colleagues
after the event. Past pupils from all
over Ireland were invited to the special
event. They reunited with old friends and
colleagues from Ireland and England,
and acknowledged the education they
received during the anniversary year. In
keeping with the true spirit and tradition
of Edmund Rice, the gathering was a
sincere expression of acknowledgement
and reconciliation with past pupils who
experienced ill treatment or abuse in the
course of their education.
Blessed Edmund Ignatius Rice’s remains
lie in a tomb in the Edmund Rice
Chapel at Mount Sion, Barrack Street in
Waterford. Many people visit this sacred
place looking for peace and reSt They
also pray to Blessed Edmund for help in
their difficulties. All are heartily welcome
to visit the Chapel and pray at the tomb
of Blessed Edmund Ignatius Rice.
Former Christian Brothers pupils include
actors Gabriel Byrne and Pierce Brosnan,
actor/singer Don Baker, comedians
Brendan O’Carroll and Brendan Grace,
Irish Snooker legend and former world
champion, Ken Doherty and former
Republic of Ireland striker Niall Quinn.
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Mooncoin Presentation
Community it’s the end
of an era
Josie Dolan
Sr Eileen Glendon
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Always available, always had a helpful
solution to a problem and forever kind.
They will be sadly missed.

Often seen as a lead in to a story. Well this
year of 2014, it’s a fact happening in the
Parish in Mooncoin.
For 180 years, we have been lucky enough
to have a community of Presentation
Nuns in our village. They came at the
invitation of Rev. Nicholas Carroll, having
gotten permission from the then Bishop of
Ossory Dr Kinsella, to get sisters from the
convent in Kilkenny. The sister arrived on
July 2nd 1830.
Annals record they has as many as 300
pupils when they got started. Every
available space was used in the convent
as well as in classrooms. Since then and
up to the year 2000 sisters have come to
live in their adopted home to teach pupils
the school curriculum. A far cry now from
the “facilities” available then. I started to
do “Sums” on a slate with a lead pencil
and was taught “Writing” on lined paper
to ensure straight lines.
I remember very clearly the extra work
the Sisters undertook, when permission
was given, that allowed Nuns to go
outside convent and church environs.
Their work then embraced helping the
people in all sorts of ways, sick visiting,
budgeting, giving of their time to help
spiritually and practically. This work is
part of their ethos to this day. Nobody,
who knocks on their door seeking help
leaves unaided. During the ‘30s and
‘40s, some of the sisters took on the extra
work of training and developing pupils
for scholarship. This meant giving up their
time on evenings and holidays to extend
the pupils learning. Teaching music to
help talented pupils was also undertaken.
One of the present members of the High

Kings, Darren Holden received his early
music lessons from Sister Delourdes.
Sewing, embroidery, knitting, crochet and
cookery formed part of their school work
agenda as well as plain chant, choirs,
Christmas plays, Irish step dancing and
elocution. This gives just a cross section of
what was being done in the early days,
and added to the wonderful skills that
the nuns passed on to their students. They
continue to be involved in church, parish
activities and committees.
The teaching nuns had wonderful backup
from the group of sisters who ensured
that all the back stages of running a
large community went smoothly. Many
times during the year, children with a
headache or cut finger were looked
after in the kitchen and always left
smiling with a biscuit or a piece of fruit.
In summer months, spring water was
always available from the garden pump
and in winter buckets of hot cocoa
was distributed in the playground at
lunchtimes.
As I said at the top of the page “It’s the
end of an era”. The remaining community
are sadly no longer of age to be in the
classroom.
By the end of this year, the community
house will be empty and the remaining
nuns will go to other facilities. Our thanks,
thoughts and prayers will be with them.
The Presentation Nuns were a resource
centre for Mooncoin. Always available,
always had a helpful solution to a
problem and forever kind. They will be
sadly missed.
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Taken by Fr Dollard 1932
Back row: Sr Teresa, Sr Magdelen, Sr Philemona, Sr Veronica, Sr Joachim.
Middle row: Sr Marta, Sr Joseph, Sr Bridget, Sr Gertrude.
Front row: Sr Gerard, Sr Ita, Sr Brenda, Sr Claire.

THE MOONCOIN STORY
On the 1st July 1830 Mother Teresa
Cormick and Sr Magdalen Gore arrived
in Mooncoin from Kilkenny to begin a
new foundation of Presentation Sisters
for the education of the local children.
As Catholic Emancipation had been
passed the previous year, it was no longer
a crime to open a Catholic School.
A convent of Presentation Sisters had
been founded in Waterford in 1798. Mr.
Edmund Rice (now Blessed) resolved to do
the same for the poor boys of Waterford.
Fr Nicholas Carroll PPMooncoin, was a
great friend of Mr. Edmund Rice and was
watching the Waterford scene closely.
He asked permission of Most Rev Or.
Kinsella, Bishop of Ossory to get Sisters
from Kilkenny. This request was readily
granted and Srs. Teresa Cormick and
Magdalen Gore arrived in Mooncoin.
A site had been procured for a convent in
the middle of the village and the zealous
pastor and people of the parish spared
neither money nor labour in erecting a
residence for the Sisters. Mr Rice donated
£5 to the new foundation (annals). On
the 2nd July, the Feast of the Visitation
the first Eucharist was celebrated in the
Chapel.
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Two months later, a newly professed
Sister, Sr Peter Farrell, came from Kilkenny
to join the community. Rev. N Carroll P.P.,
Deputy of the Lord Bishop, appointed
Sr Teresa Conwick as Superioress of the
community. Sr Teresa Cormick was from
St Mary’s Parish, Kilkenny and entered in
1814. She was a very gracious lady, who
had the greatest zeal for the improvement
of the children in every way. She only
survived three years of life in Mooncoin. In
1833 worn out by her labours she passed
quietly to her heavenly reward in Holy
Week. Her death was a great loss to the
sisters and the parish.
After her death Sr Magdalen Gore was
called to lead the community. She was
a convert to Catholicism. Her mother was
a principal benefactress to the sisters. Her
brother, Dr Gore, gave all his services free
to the community. Sr Peter Farrell was
married to Myles O’Farrell. J.K.L, Bishop
of Kildare and Loughlin, performed the
ceremony. Myles O’Farrell died after nine
months. His widow entered Presentation
Convent, Kilkenny and came to
Mooncoin as a novice. She lived to the
ripe old age of 88 and was the first sister
to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of her
Profession.
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The first girls to apply to join the Sisters
came from the parish, from Corluddy.
They were Judith and Margaret Lucas.
They both joined in the 1840s at 16
years of age and died saintly deaths
having contacted Tuberculosis. Their
grandmother Mary Lucas had composed
a prayer to Our Lady in the 1750s. The
family recited it twice daily and we
are told (in the annals) that John Lucas
helped the poor of Waterford and
Mooncoin when the country was racked
by famine. Mary Lucas, a sister to the
two nuns worked the prayer in crossstitch on native material in 1845. The
Tapestry was presented to Knock Shrine
and is on display in the Folk Museum.
John Aldridge, resident organist in Knock,
set the prayer to music. The Mooncoin
Prayer Group sing the Tapestry hymn
regularly. The sisters continued to live and
teach in the Main Street convent for forty
years. Incredible though it may seem it is
recorded that they had an attendance
of over 300 pupils from Mooncoin and
neighbouring areas. Six sisters died
between 1833 and 1866 and were buried
in the grounds. The accommodation in
the Main Street had become too small
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for the sisters and pupils. A new Convent
and school were planned and built
eventually and occupied by the Sisters
on 15th September 1871. The Bishop
of Ossory at that time was Most Rev
Edward Walsh, a native of Mooncoin. He
personally contributed to financing the
project and took a personal interest in
the building of the Convent, which was
connected, to the new Church, which
was also built at that time. The remains of
the six sisters who had been buried in the
Main Street Convent were exhumed and
laid to rest in the new Convent cemetery.
To celebrate the centenary year in 1930,
marble crosses were erected over all the
graves in the Convent cemetery.
On 15th September 1871 the sisters
moved from the old Convent to the
new one. They travelled in the afternoon
in Fr W. Brennan’s open car. He drove
it, wearing his clerical dress, his long
cassock and biretta. A great sensation
was caused - many people turned out to
see the sisters being driven through the
Main Street. When Fr W. Brennan died he
left the community all he possessed - an
ass and car!

Community in 1993
Back row: Sr Anthony Kelly, Sr Maura McGuire, Sr Columba Greehy, Sr Gertrude Flynn.
Front row: Sr Bernadette Croke, Sr Therese Boyle, Sr Josephn Ann Moran.
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Mooncoin Community 2014
Seated (l-r): Sr Gertrude Flynn, Sr Maura McGuire, Sr Catherine Crotty.
Standing (l-r): Sr Mary Lenehan, Sr Kathleen Dooley, Sr Bernadette Keating, Sr Eileen Glendon.
Inserts (l-r): Sr Anthony Kelly, Sr Pius Coughlan, Sr Gertrude Gallagher.

A spacious andbeautiful garden, with
walks extended between rich pastures
of flowers and fruits of every variety, lent
a particular charm to the place. Once
again the clergy and people of the parish
had contributed very generously towards
the building of the new convent and
school. The Old Convent became the
Curate’s Residence for many years. While
the worst aspects of the Penal Laws had
abated there were still severe restrictions
on Catholics; any kind of organised
education was still denied to the majority
of the people.
The National Board of the Primary
Education System had been established
in the 1830s and even when it was, it
had many built-in restrictions eg Religious
Instruction could not be given during the
hours allocated for secular instruction. In
the 1850s there is an incident recorded
(in the Annals) when an Inspector
made an adverse report on the religious
observances in the Presentation School
in Mooncoin. He had witnessed the
recitation of the Angelus and the Hail
Mary at forbidden times with the result
that Mooncoin withdrew from the
National Board System. All this leads us
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to a greater appreciation of our schools
and our teachers and to give thanks
for the wonderful work being done for
children today.
The numbers in school continued to
increase. The pupils included boys and
girls. The boys transferred to the Boys’
school after their First Holy Communion.
0ver the years the pupils were taught to be
proud of their National Heritage of music,
song and poetry. They took prizes at the
various Feiseanna held in Waterford. They
also excelled in the Gregorian Chant
Choirs of Ossory Diocese. The girls were
taught dressmaking and shirt making.
They specialised in samplers, which
were proudly displayed in their homes.
These samplers consisted of needlework,
embroidery and fancy stitches.
The years brought change and the revival
of the Irish language meant that more
time had to be spent on it and less on the
fine arts. However, they were not wholly
neglected because in the early 1960’s
items for Feile na Scol were prepared and
accorded among the best at the Feile.
Changes came when a ‘Secondary Top’
was opened in the early 1960s to cater
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for pupils who wished to pursue second
level education. After a few years the
‘Secondary Top’ amalgamated with the
local Vocational School. Srs. Teresa and
Perpetua taught there until the 1970s.
In the late ‘60s the old school was no
longer adequate so negotiations for a
new school were begun and successfully
concluded. This was thanks to the
commitment and hard work of the fund
raising committee.
This school was located on the north side
of the Convent on the Carrick Road on
a 4.5 acre site donated by the Sisters.
One hundred years after the Sisters left
the Main Street the present school was
opened in 1971. In 1969 the schools of
the parish had been amalgamated. The
Convent school became an all Girls’
School and the pupils of Clogga and
Clonmore attended the Boys’ School
or the Convent School. At the time of
building, the Convent School was a fourteacher school but Mooncoin, being a
developing area a five-class room school
plus cookery room was sanctioned. The
cookery room was later changed to a
General Purpose Room. Within a year
or two the number of pupils warranted
a fifth teacher. In January 1977 a sixth
teacher was appointed and a classroom
in the old school had to accommodate
the extra teacher and class.
The grounds of the new school were
beautifully landscaped and well kept. An
acute awareness of their immediate and
general local environment is fostered in
the pupils whom, it is hoped, will carry
this into their adult lives with benefit to
the community. Pupil enrolment had
decreased and the school now had 103
pupils, four teachers, resource teacher,
two special needs assistants and a
part-time secretary. A lay Principal was
appointed in 1997. She was Ms, Esther
Howley, a past pupil and Vice Principal,
replacing Sr Maura McGuire who was the
last sister to teach in the school.
The Dubuque Foundation 1875
When Bishop John Hennessy, Dubuque,
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Iowa, U.S.A. visited Ireland on his return
from Rome in 1870 he stopped in
Mooncoin to meet some young local men
who were preparing for the priesthood in
St John’s College, Waterford, intending to
minister in Dubuque. While waiting for the
men who were enjoying a boat ride on
the Suir the Bishop enquired from a young
girl what the large building near the
Church was. He invited Mother Vincent
Hennessy, his namesake to come to his
Diocese and establish a Convent there.
She agreed and three young girls, who
had not yet joined Religious Life, decided
to join her. They were Alice Howley (Sr Mary
Josephine) who was from Mooncoin,
Kate Reide (Sr Mary Patricia) and Ellen
Aheame (Sr Mary Evangelista). They left
Queenstown, Cobh on 30th October
1874, landed in New York and boarded
a train heading west for Dubuque. They
reached Dubuque on 13th November
1874. While waiting for accommodation
they shared the kind hospitality of the
Visitation Sisters for two months.
Slowly but surely the little community
began to grow and the work, begun
by Nano Nagle, was continued in Iowa.
Because of the generosity of so many
people, including the Bishop and clergy,
the group survived their first winter in
Iowa.
In August 1875 Mother Vincent’s three
companions received the habit in Key
West, Iowa. In October 1875 the first
candidate, who sought admission to
join the new community, was Catherine
Crowley (Mooncoin) the young girl who
had directed the Bishop to the Mooncoin
Convent in 1870. She was Sr Angela
Baptist Crowley. She died in 1906, in her
6th year as Superioress of the Community.
In January 1877 the first native American
entered.
The Dubuque Golden Jubilee 1925
The Sisters celebrated the Golden Jubilee
of their arrival in Dubuque in 1875. At that
time there were more than two hundred
members. Many native-born Irish had
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joined them over the years. Four of them
hailed from Mooncoin. They were Sr
Mary Anicetus (Alice Quinn, Carrigeen),
Sr Mary Clementina (Mary Mackey,
Mountneil), Sr Mary Antoinette (Nora
Walsh, Carrigeen), and Sr Mary Alicia
(Molly Howley Mooncoin).
Sr Anna Howley, youngest sister of Sr
Alicia Howley entered the Ursuline Sisters
in Brentwood, England in 1933 and made
profession there in 1936. In 1976 she
transferred her vows to the Sisters of the
Presentation in Dubuque, joining her sister,
Sr Mary Alicia Howley in the community
which their grandaunt, Mother Mary
Josephine Howley, helped found in 1875.
Sr Anna Howley died on 8th November
2009 in the Dubuque Convent in her
93rd year. Since Dubuque was founded
in 1875 there has been a Howley Sister in
the community until Sr Anna died. One
hundred and thirty four years is a long
time. On Sunday 6th December 2009
some nieces and nephews and other
relatives of Sr Anna attended Mass in
Mooncoin Parish Church to pray for the
happy repose of her soul.
Diocesan Amalgamation came in 1971 for
the convents, which were autonomous.
Castlecomer and Mooncoin joined the
Kilkenny group i.e. Kilkenny, Kilmacow
and Durrow. In 1976 we joined the
Presentation Union.
The Millennium Year 2000
The Diocese of Ossory celebrated
this special year by organising nine
pilgrimages. Mooncoin hosted the 5th
stage of the Diocesan Jubilee Pilgrimage
- Tóchar Chiaráin Naofa on 25th June
2000, Feast of Corpus Christi. The highlight
of our Pilgrimage was the celebration
of Eucharist at Polerone Quay by Bishop
Lawrence Forristal. Twenty-nine priests
and around 2,000 pilgrims from near and
far attended. Benediction took place
at the Calvary in the Convent garden
when all had processed from Polerone
Quay in glorious shunshine. The Diocesan
Pilgrimage ushered in the parish
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celebration of 170 years of unbroken
Presentation tradition in Mooncoin. A
willing and evoted committee arranged
various events. The Primary Schools of
the Parish had a special sports day. The
Moondharrig players, directed by Frank
Hogan, staged a pageant on the life and
times of the founding sisters in Mooncoin.
It was researched and compiled by
Patricia Kinsella. There was an exhibition
in the Convent Parlours and a historical
lecture on the history of the Convent by Dr
Jack Buerchal and a memorable reunion
of past pupils. The week concluded with
Eucharist of Thanksgiving in the parish
church on Sunday 2nd July, 3pm.
The next event was when we welcomed
about 62 people from Dubuque, Iowa,
USA. The group included professed sisters,
a novice, a candidate and associates.
They were celebrating 125 years of ministry
in Iowa by visiting Ballyrgriffin, Nano
Nagle’s birth place; South Presentation
Convent and cemetery where they
prayed at Nano’s tomb and of course
Mooncoin. The Polerone Doorway which
appears with others on the cover of
the Dubuque publication Presentation
Doorways evoked a strong emotional
response from the visitors. The Polerone
Doorway by which Mother Vincent
Hennessy and her three companions left
Mooncoin in 1874 to begin the Dubuque
foundation is of great significance to
the sisters who continue to keep Nano’s
dream alive.
Holy Cross Convent, Waterford
In May 2003 the sad news came that
Holy Cross Convent, Waterford was to
be closed. Srs Gertrude Gallagher, Ann
Murphy and Aloysius Lynch transferred
to Mooncoin in August. This move was
tinged with much sadness as these sisters
had spent 59, 62 and 60 years respectively
in Holy Cross, Convent. In December 2005
Srs Carmel O’Connor and Bernadette
Keating moved to Mooncoin from
Waterford as the Convent had then been
put up for sale.

Participants of the John Paul II
programme inoctober
Ladywell,2014
Ballyragget, ossory times
Co. Kilkenny.
byline

Quote text maybe here. Quote
text here. Text here

Pope St John Paul II
Awards for Young People
in the Diocese of Ossory
About the Award
The Award was created to commemorate
the late Pope John Paul II who was so
committed to young people and who
had such belief and confidence in them.
Through the Pope John Paul II Award,
young people will be enabled to take an
active part in the life of their Church, in
the life of their community and society
and also become more aware of the
teaching and role of the Catholic Church
in the world.
The Award Programme will allow young
people to understand that religion is not
just for learning, nor is it a list of rules, but
that it is for living.
Who is the Award for?
The award is open to all young people
between the ages of 16 and 20. The
award is non-competitive, flexible and

voluntary and requires an ongoing
commitment. The Award Programme
may be coordinated through Second
Level Schools or through the Parish.
How many awards are there?
There are four levels of award:
Bronze, Silver, Gold and The Papal Cross
There are two strands to each award:
(1) Parish Involvement
(2) Social Awareness
Parish Involvement
When we are baptised we become
members of the Body of ChriSt This means
that we are called to be the presence
of Christ in the world. As the Body of
Christ, we belong to the community of
the Church and are called to be actively
involved in the life of our Parish.
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Participants of the John Paul II programme who were presented with Papal Cross Awards by Bishop Seamus
Freeman, SAC, during the awards presentation ceremony in Ladywell, Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny. Clockwise
from top: Eva Phelan, Loreto Secondary School and St John’s Parish; Adele Wilson, Castlecomer Community
School, Clogh Parish; Bishop Séamus Freeman, SAC; Anita Brennan, Castlecomer Community School, Clogh
Parish; Aran Gallagher, Abbey Community College, Ferrybank and Templeorum Parish.
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Examples of activities in the parish that
can be done for the Award are:
• Reading at Mass
• Altar Server
• Eucharistic Minister
• Member of choir/folk group
• Church decoration/cleaning/
Collector
• Composing prayers of the faithful
• Involvement in Carol Service,
Christmas and Easter liturgies
• Involvement in Advent & Lenten
programmes
• Prayer Groups: Taize, Alpha
Programme, Parish Cells
• Distribution and collection of Mass
leaflets
• Faith Friends
• Help in preparation for Graveyard
Masses
Social Awareness
As members of the Body of Christ, through
baptism, we make Christ present by the
way we treat others. Our faith is lived out
most fully in our actions, that is why it is
important to be aware of the needs of
others and to minister to their needs.
Examples of activities in the area of
Social Awareness that you could do for
your Award are:
• Member of St Vincent de Paul
• Working in a youth club
• Working with Ossory Youth Clubs
• Ongoing fundraising
• Regular visitation of
residential homes
• Local Heritage Groups
• Helping to organise Parish
Bingo
• Preparing articles for the
parish bulletin
What is involved?
In order to enrol in the award programme
participants are required to:
• Get to know their home parish –
research the church(es) in the parish,
monastic and old church ruins, saints
associated with the parish, religious
congregations past and present,

•

•
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old graveyards, famine graveyards,
workhouses, places of pilgrimage
within the parish, holy wells, mass
rocks / pits/ paths and old traditions,
patterns etc that have been lost or
forgotten.
Record and outline current structures
in their Parish – who are the personnel
involved in running/helping to run the
Parish – Parish Priest, Curate, Parish
Pastoral Council, Baptismal Teams,
other.
Get to know the various ministries that
young adults may become involved
in – see Parish Involvement.

Under Social Awareness participants
are asked to research the idea of
‘Volunteering’ – the personal benefits,
benefits to the local community etc.
They should list the volunteer groups/
organisations in their parish and state
what social need(s) they address and in
so far as it is possible meet with some of
the leaders of these groups and request
permission to observe some of their
activities.
It is envisaged that participants from
each parish would present their findings
to the Parish Community in a display
format of their choice.

Pope St John Paul II
Born Karol Wojtyla in
Wadowice, Poland 1920
Ordained to Priesthood 1946
Bishop of Krackow 1964
Elected Pope 1978
Died 2005
Canonised 2014
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New Wine...
New Wine Skins!
An old school building in
Rathdowney comes back to life
Martin Delaney

One of the difficulties facing many
parishes is what to do with old school
buildings which have been vacated in
favour of new modern facilities. When I
came to Rathdowney in the summer of
2012 one of the first calls I got was from
someone telling me that the alarm had
gone off in the old convent school, a
number of windows were broken and
basically what was I going to do about
it! Welcome to the world of a new
parish priest! The building was vacated
in June 2012 when our beautiful new
school opened but the abandoned
empty building was something of a cross
between a headache and a mixed
blessing. Everybody agreed that the
parish owned this substantial property
in the centre of the town but I found it
impossible to find written proof. Having
trailed the archives of the St John of God
congregation, the Diocese of Ossory, the
offices of both the parish and diocesan
solicitors and finally the Department of
Education I could find nothing in writing
which said this building was owned by
the parish of Rathdowney. Meanwhile
we were paying the insurance bill and
with the windows being used as target
practice on a weekly basis the headache
was reaching migraine proportions! At
one stage I got costings for boarding up
the windows. I just wanted to lock it up
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and forget about the whole place. Then
a strange coincidence happened which
changed the direction completely.
Sometime in late summer 2012 RTE
broadcast a programme which talked
about a “Men’s Shed” in Dungarvan
Co. Waterford. I had never heard of the
“Men’s Shed” movement before but
I was fascinated by the concept and
thought it just might work in Rathdowney
and furthermore it might find a home in
the old convent school! The coincidence
was that another man in Rathdowney
was watching the same programme and
was having the same idea. Pat is a retired
businessman in the town and later that
week he called to see me and share his
idea. I was thrilled and very quickly the
Rathdowney Men’s Shed was born.
What is a Men’s Shed? It is an association
which was set up in Australia and has
become very popular in Ireland. Their
website describes very well what it is all
about:
• A Men’s Shed is a dedicated, friendly
and welcoming meeting place where
men come together and undertake a
variety of mutually agreed activities.
• Men’s Sheds are open to all men
regardless of age, background or
ability. It is a place where you can
share your skills and knowledge with

october 2014

•

•

others, learn new skills and develop
your old skills.
New members are always welcome
and can be assured that there is
something of interest for everyone
as the men have ownership of their
Shed and projects and decide their
own program of events.
An objective of Men’s Sheds is to
enhance or maintain the well-being
of the participating men.

Rathdowney Men’s Shed is all of the
above and more and it has up to thirty
members. They have undertaken a
number of creative projects in the last
two years. One such project was the
erection of an outdoor silhouette crib in
the grounds of the church at Christmas.
Similar cribs have been built in Cullahill
and Camross and the Rathdowney
‘shedders’ traveled to those parishes
to learn how it was done. The Men’s
Shed has taken over one wing of the
old convent school and brought life
back into this silent building. The threat
from vandals has been greatly reduced
but more importantly the building has
become a home from home for the men
who come together.
The other wing of the building has since
Jaunary 2014 become home to a preschool which caters for over twenty
children from the community.
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Unfortunately parishes cannot draw
down state funds so in order to qualify
for funding the parish leased the building
for seven years to a newly constituted
limited company called Rathdowney
Vision. This company will now operate
the facility and oversee the renovation
and development of the building. Laois
Partnership was very helpful and gave
us a grant of 13,000 euro to carry out a
feasibility study on the building. This study
will now guide us in the years ahead
as we explore the full potential of the
complex. Work is about to begin on the
redevelopment of the central section of
the building to create a Youth Café. We
have been awarded a grant of €50,000
from POBAL to develop the facility but
more will be needed. Youth Cafés are
youth centred spaces for young people
to chill and hang out with their friends
in a safe and secure environment. They
provide a vital safe space for young
people to spend their time but they are
also so much more than that. Young
people in youth cafés take ownership of
the café by electing a café committee
who work with the other members and
volunteers and staff to make things
happen. We are currently engaged in
recruiting volunteer youth leaders who
will work with the young people at the
Café.
The headache caused by the empty
building is subsiding but I have no doubt
that there will be further struggles and
challenges in the future. There are times
when I wonder is this the kind of thing I
should be involved in as a prieSt Many of
the people who will engage with the preschool crèche, the Youth Café and the
Men’s Shed may not be found too often
in the pews on Sunday. Nevertheless, it
is very exciting to watch the potential
of both the building and the people
develop and blossom and somehow,
through this project the church connects
with the community. I suppose that is no
bad thing!
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Jubiliarians attending the St Kieran’s College Reunion 2014
Front row (l-r): Rev Bill O’Gorman, Rev John Murphy, Bishop Seamus Freeman, President Rev Dr Dermot Ryan, Rev
Eugene Nee, Rev John Canon Healy. Back row (l-r): Rev Patrick Browne, Rev Desmond McGivern, Rev Barry English,
Rev Patrick Baker, Rev Michael Norton, Very Rev Daniel Cavanagh, Rev John Gilmore and Rev Thomas Canning.

As is traditional the reunion of those
ordained from St Kieran’s College takes
place on the first Tuesday after the
15th August This year that was the 19th
August and on this day the College
was delighted to welcome back so
many of its past pupils. In all nearly 40
men made the journey to the College,
from near and far, to recall time spent
there when in formation.
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As always the heart of the day is in moments
like this - when many old friends come
together to recall fondly days and years
spent in the College together.

St Kieran’s College
Reunion
The evening began with a concelebrated
mass of thanksgiving in the College
Chapel at which Bishop Seamus Freeman
spoke about how it is that we either
live a little or die a little each day. Our
actions, he noted, decide which it is
that we do! Bishop Freeman took the
opportunity to highlight the importance
of ongoing formation, support and
development in the life of the healthy
priest and he encouraged those present
to be especially aware of the need for
fraternal help and encouragement in
the everyday life of a priest. Music for the
Mass was provided by one of the groups
from St Canice’s Parish led by Eimear
O’Shea. Those in attendance all joined
in the singing adding to the wonderful
atmosphere in the College Chapel. In
fact the wonderful music and singing
they offered was greatly appreciated by
all those in attendance.   
After the Mass there was an opportunity
for the traditional reunion photo for all
celebrating a Jubilee this year and then
a drinks reception in the College sitting
room. As always the heart of the day is in
moments like this - when many old friends
come together to recall fondly days and
years spent in the College together. St
Kieran’s then hosted a celebratory dinner
in the College ref. and the conversations
continued well into the evening. As the
meal concluded Fr Dermot, as President

of the College, explained to those
gathered some of what was happening
in the College today and how it was
proudly and consciously continuing the
tradition first started in 1782. He reflected
on the amount of theology continually
being offered in St Kieran’s with several
students from NUIM First Arts availing of
the opportunity to study theology there
as well as those who are undertaking
the Certificate in Theology that will be
offered this coming academic year.
Dermot noted that the reunion is one
of the highlights of the year when the
College has the opportunity to say thank
you to all those who, on leaving here,
continue to proudly represent St Kieran’s
in their various ministries throughout the
world: ambassadors for the College
being welcomed home. Concluding the
formal part of the evening he reminded
all those gathered that there was for
them always a bed and a welcome in St
Kieran’s when they were passing though
town since after all it was and remains
the home of Kieran’s men.
The evening then continued with several
of those who were staying over, and
some who just dropped in, returning to
the College sitting room to share a few
drinks and more than a few memories
and laughs.
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The Great War
1914-1918
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No doubt by now, most people are aware of
the many commemorative events and television
documentaries which took place in early August
to mark the beginning of the Great War, or
World War I, as it came to be known. This War,
which ravaged the European mainland for over
four years (1914-18), claimed over 17 million
lives: 10 million military and 7 million civilians.
Total casualties were numbered at 20 million.
Somewhere in the region of 206,000 enlisted from
Ireland, with 49,000 fatalities. Kilkenny had 2,900
people enlist, with over 700 losing their lives by the
War’s end.

Commemoration Mass
for Kilkenny’s Fallen
Paddy Neary
Wolfe Tone Street, Kilkenny

Saint John’s Parish Gathers and
Remembers
In July this year, Fathers Frank Purcell and
Sean O’Connor organised a Centenary
Memorial Mass, incorporating a Lecture
on the Great War, a roll-call of the fallen
and a wreath laying ceremony. People
from all across the city and county were
invited to join in prayer for all Kilkenny
people involved, especially those who
never came home from the War.
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Fr Frank welcomed the congregation
which included Bishop Seamus Freeman,
Mayor Andrew McGuinness and Mr Pat
Ryan, chairman of the Pastoral Council. In
his opening address, Fr Frank spoke of the
lead into the Great War, the destruction
and devastation it had on the people of
Europe – “Man’s inhumanity to Man.”
After the Gospel I presented my talk,
mentioning my own family’s involvement.
My grandfather, James Kavanagh, and
two of his brothers were among the fallen.
I spoke of the trenches and barbed wire,
which stretched from the Belgian coast
to the Swiss frontier, covering a distance
of 450 miles and became known as
the Western Front. From August 1914
to November 1918, the fighting never
stopped. Every hour of every day, for the
52 months of the War, men fought and
died in these trenches.
There were other theatres of War,
principally the Eastern Front, where Russia
fought Germany and Austria; and also in
Gallipoli where Britain, Australia and New
Zealand fought Turkey. But it can be said,
that it was on the Western Front that the
War was eventually won.

Recruitment was intense in Ireland.
Many brightly coloured posters were
used depicting Irish scenery as a back
ground and various captions such as:
“For King and Country” and “For the
glory of Ireland will you go?” The majority
enlisted to escape poverty, with the
promise of a secure job and a regular
wage. Separation money made it very
attractive for a married man. For the
younger recruit, there was the feeling of
adventure, seeing foreign countries and
the prospect of learning a trade.
Little did the recruits know when they
enlisted what horrors and carnage they
would witness, the hunger, sickness, lack
of sleep, extremes of weather and many
other unimaginable hardships: what
worry and anxiety the families at home
must have endured. And worst of all for
these families was the prospect of the
telegram boy arriving with the dreaded
message, “We regret to inform you that
your husband/son/brother has been
killed in action.”
But life had to go on. Children had to
be reared and educated. Those who
could find work helped out financially.
Neighbours, friends and family helped
each other. Their faith was surely tested
– praying for the safe return of their loved
ones, for strength and courage to keep
on going, and living in hope that the War
would soon end and families would be re
united.
The scenes in Kilkenny city when War was
declared on August 4th were described.
Huge crowds gathered at the railway
station to see off the soldiers amid much
weeping.

Paddy Neary
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St Patrick’s Band played national airs.
Horses were commandeered from the
Breweries and private owners. Businesses
were feeling the effects of war as supplies
were uncertain. The Kilkenny People
newspaper rebuked the wealthier classes
for storing up food, causing shortages
and artificial prices.
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Other items of local interest were
mentioned: Kilkenny men who died at
the front; location of war graves in the
parish; Remembrance Sundays; and
soldier poets.
Following the talk, Anne Fitzpatrick and
Seán Colgan conducted a sample rollcall of the fallen: a name and place of
death, for each of the parishes within
County Kilkenny. May they rest in peace.
Bishop Séamus and Mayor Andrew then
laid a wreath at the altar steps while last
post was rendered by Charlie Parsons,
followed by a minute’s silence and
then reveille. This part of the evening’s
commemoration was very moving
and impressive. Thukolo Gospel Choir
provided suitable hymns and music for
the liturgy.
Father Frank thanked the congregation
for coming out to remember and pray

ossory times

for all involved: those who survived and
those who perished. Referring to St John’s
Church, which at the outbreak of the War
was only six years old, he suggested it was
surely a place of prayer and comfort for
those embarking on the trains just across
the road, as well as for their families who
came to bid farewell to their loved ones.
A welcome cup of tea was served in the
Day Centre after Mass which everybody
enjoyed. Several people displayed their
forebears’ war memorabilia. We were
delighted that Bishop Séamus joined us,
in obvious good form, as he mingled
among the crowd.
Fathers Frank and Sean deserve credit
for organising the ceremony and for
the souvenir booklet which was deeply
appreciated by all. Indeed it is a treasure
to have.
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Cana Ireland
strengthening
marriages
and creating
happier families
Do you have a desire to rediscover the
meaning of life as a couple?
Do you wish to enhance your relationship,
bring about positive change or simply
remember why you fell in love?
Whatever desires you have for
relationship, Cana may be for you?

your

Cana is a one week programme for couples to
take time out and reflect on their relationship.
At Cana couples have the opportunity to
spend time together examining essential
matters such as dialogue, intimacy and
commitment, while at the same time been
open to God showing them the wonderful
gift of each other. It includes talks, prayer,
time together as a couple, relaxation and
times of celebration.
Children are invited to their own Cana
programme and are looked after by a team
of volunteers who organise their activities,
games and recreation within a programme
adapted to their age and particular
needs. (Child safeguarding policies is in
place)
Form more information visit   www.
canaireland.org or contact Eugene Smith
info@canaireland.org or phone: 0857330191

page 39

ossory times

october 2014

POPE
FRANCIS

driven
by the
joy of
the
Gospel
NEWS MATTERS

Rome buzzes. It buzzes still for Pope Francis.
The new pope continues to amaze people
in different ways. Asked about his expanding
presence, he answered that people are giving
him a lengthy honeymoon!
page 40
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Even at large gatherings each
person senses this connection
with his person.
Tom Norris

Still, the question persists, what
is the secret of his impact, of
the fascination he continues to
exert?
It is best read and seen in the
apostolic exhortation, Evangelii
Gaudium, (in English, ‘The Joy
of the Gospel’) one of the first
major texts he has published.
Pope Francis mediates the joy
that flows from the Gospel,
and that very joy drives him
relentlessly to communicate
the good news of Jesus Christ,
especially to the less fortunate
– the poor, the suffering, the
prisoners, the unemployed,
the betrayed, the unbelieving.
In a phrase coined by himself,
he feels sent in a particular
way to those on ‘the existential
peripheries.’ When asked to
name the greatest social evils
in our world he mentioned two:
the unemployment of young
people and the abandonment
of the elderly by their own
families.
What he has been doing since
his election in March last year
could be read as the living
out of Jesus’ programmatic
declaration at the outset of
the Gospel according to St
Luke, ‘The Spirit of the Lord has
been given to me, for he has
anointed me. He has sent me to
bring good news to the poor, to
proclaim liberty to captives and

to the blind new sight, to set the
downtrodden free.’(4:18)
No one gives, however, what
he has not got. Francis has the
joy that flows from the event
of Christ, or rather from the
personal encounter with the
Son of God who ‘loved us and
handed himself over for us.’(Gal
2:20) He stresses that no one
should think that this invitation is
not meant for him or her, since
‘no one is excluded from the
joy brought by the Lord.’(EG
3) God’s love becomes mercy
when it encounters human
sinfulness.
The task of the Church, then,
has to be the communication
of this joy born from the
personal encounter with the
crucified and risen Lord who
gave up his life for us. The Pope
communicates this joy through
Word, Sacrament and his love
for each person – even at large
gatherings each person senses
this connection with his person.
He is a man with good news
and the joy that comes from it,
the joy of the Gospel. ‘God did
not spare his own Son, but gave
him up to benefit us all.’(Rom
8:31) Pope Francis desires that
people come to realise that
they are loved by God. When
that happens, they will desire
to tell the Good News by deed
and word. And Good News is
not the same as good advice.
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Facing death - our own and the loss of loved ones - is one of
life’s most difficult tasks. Whether we believe or don’t, have
great faith or little, the challenge to make sense of it is the
same for everyone.
This booklet, produced by the Adult Faith Development
Group, is designed as an aid to help families during the days
of a funeral. It acts as a simple guide in choosing readings,
prayers of the faithful etc... Available soon.
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CROSSWORD

ossory times

Send your entries, with your
name, address, email and
mobile number, to:
“Ossory Times’ Competition”,
Ossory Adult Faith
Development,
St Kieran’s College,
College Road,
Kilkenny,
by 30th November 2014, first
correct entry from the hat wins!

Prize for age 5-8
Colouring
Competition

€20 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Prize for age 8-13
Wordsearch
Competition

€30 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Prize for age 13-17
Colouring
Competition

iPod
Shuffle
Prize for Adult
Crossword
Competition

€50 Voucher

for Chapter House
Bookshop

Congrats to the winners
from the Ossory Times
Issue 5 competitions:
Adult Crossword:
Ms Anna White
Freshford, Co. Kilkenny.
Children’s Wordsearch,
ages 8-13:
Donnachadh Nolan,
Callan, Co. Kilkenny.
Children’s Colouring
Competition, ages 5-8:
Caoimhe Nolan,
Freshford, Co. Kilkenny.
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Colouring
Competition

Wordsearch
Competition
For ages 8-13

For ages 5-8

ALMIGHTY
ANGEL
ARMIES
BLOOD
BLAZING
BRIGHT
BLESSED
BRIDE
CROWNS
EYES
DIPPED
GLORY
DRESSED

Answers to Ossory Times Issue 4

JESUS
FAITHFUL
LAMB
FELLOW
LINEN
GATHER
LORD
HEAVEN
MIDAIR
JUDGES
MOUTH
JUSTICE
RIDING

NATIONS
SAINTS
REJOICE
SHARP
SCEPTER
SPIRIT
SERVANT
STRIKE
WEDDING
VOICE
WORSHIP
WRATH

For ages 13-17

Colouring
Competition
Draw an image
of “God’s
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Love at Work
Today”

Ossory Times Advertising
If you are interested in being included in the next edition please fill in the form below and return to Adult Faith
Development, St Kieran’s College, Kilkenny. Alternatively you can order online at www.ossory.ie/shop
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact the office at 056 7753624.

Ossory Adult Faith Development
St Kieran’s College
Kilkenny

Tel. 056 7753624
Email: afd@ossory.ie
Web: www.ossory.ie

Ossory Times Advertisement Order Form
CONTACT DETAILS
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ADVERTISEMENT DETAILS
Size of Advert
Quarter Page, 74mm x 118mm, full colour

Rate
€60
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€110

Full Page, 150mm x 237mm, full colour

€180
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q
q
q

Please state the details for your advertisement below:
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......................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................
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Return this form with your remittance to Ossory Times, Ossory Adult Faith Development, St Kieran’s College,
Kilkenny. Alternatively you can send details of your advertisement or a pdf of same to afd@ossory.ie Please
make your cheque payable to Ossory Adult Faith Development or you can purchase your advertisement
order online at www.ossory.ie/shop
Any queries please contact 056-7753624 or afd@ossory.ie
The Editors reserve the right to edit advertisements.
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