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Welcome to the latest edition of the Ossory 
Times.  

advent and Christmas is always a wonderful 
time of year. We busily prepare to make sure 
everything is ready so that we can celebrate 
with our friends and families. Warm fires, stories, 
carols, prayer, parties and good meals, are all 
part of the activities of these days. Christmas 
then is all about life, joy and people. our 
parishes too reflect this with so many activities 
happening in preparation for the arrival of our 
infant Lord: god, so vulnerable, trusting himself 
into our care.  

thankful we do care for him in ossory. as is 
usual, these pages attest to the life and energy 
of our faith. the variety of stories, settings, 
experiences, and events show in a real and 
concrete fashion how it is that all aspects of 
the faith are felt in ossory, from the young to 
the not so young, from pilgrimage at home to 
one away, from the seed of faith in our schools 
to it being cultivated, in part, in an ordination.  
our faith too, it seems is all about life, joy and 
people. 

as we enter this Christmas season may 
our care of the infant Lord lead us to 
continue to care for each other in our 
communities of faith.  

as always we hope you enjoy this 
publication. Comments, suggestions 
and contributions are most welcome for 
future editions. articles or advertisements 
for upcoming events or of recent events, 
can be sent to: 

ossory adult Faith Development
st Kieran’s College,
College road, Kilkenny.
tel. 056-7753624 
email: afd@ossory.ie

editorial inthisissue

Ossory Adult Faith Development
Tel 056 7753624
Email afd@ossory.ie
Web www.ossory.ie

aim High participants

Volunteers in rome
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Christmas 
Message 

mgr michael ryan
ossory Diocesan administrator
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at this special time of year we celebrate the coming of our saviour, who came into our world 
in the humblest of circumstances and was welcomed in the first place by poor shepherds who 
were the first to be told the good news that faithful Jews had longed for, for centuries - “today in 
the town of Bethlehem a saviour is born to you, who is Christ the Lord” Luke 2:11

in the first preface of the Christmas mass, we pray: “in the wonder of the incarnation your eternal 
word has brought to the eyes of faith a new and radiant vision of your glory. in him we see our 
god made visible and so are caught up in love of the god we cannot see: god became man 
so that man could become one with god again.” such is the profound mystery we celebrate 
annually in Christian Churches of all denominations. reflecting on this great feast Chiara Lubich, 
founder of Focolare movement wrote:

“Christmas means for the Christians and for man not only the dawn of redemption but also 
the day in which man finds himself again grateful to God.”

While the extra ordinary Jubilee year of mercy ended on the Feast of Christ the King this year, 
i pray that our faith and trust in the mercy of god will never be in doubt. “mercy retrieves and 
redeems” writes pope Francis in his apostolic Letter “misercordia et misera” at the conclusion of 
the year of mercy – “it is the meeting of two hearts: the heart of god who comes to meet the 
human heart. the latter is warmed and healed by the former. our hearts of stone became hearts 
of flesh capable of love despite our sinfulness. i come to realise that i am truly a “new creation” 
(gal. 6:15). i am loved therefore i exist; i am forgiven, therefore i am reborn; i have been shown 
mercy, therefore i have become a vessel of mercy”. (par.16).

i believe no Christmas message would be complete without a plea for peace and justice in so 
many parts of the world. our thoughts and prayers must surely be with our fellow Christians who 
are enduring unbelievable suffering because of their steadfast faith in Jesus Christ. Christians in 
syria, mosul and egypt are among the oldest Christian communities in the world and daily we 
read of their suffering. this Christmas i invite you the reader to stand beside them with your fervent 
prayers.

the past twelve months has seen significant changes in the Diocese of ossory. Bishop séamus 
Freeman, saC., retired due to ill-health. i would like once again in your name and in my own 
name to thank Bishop séamus for the spiritual leadership that he gave us during his nine years as 
Bishop of ossory. We also remember in our prayers Bishop Laurence Forristal and wish him every 
blessing and good health.

i would like to end this message of good wishes by inviting you to pray this prayer during the 
Christmas season and into the New year.

A Prayer for Ossory
Loving Father,
Our Diocese is alive with those who care for others in the service of the Gospel; so many offer 
themselves, their talents and their time in Ossory.
Our Parishes are places of welcome for all; our schools, communities, groups and homes, work to 
bring the Christian message of hope alive so that it is felt by those who need it most.
As we await a new Bishop we pray that you will help find for us a man to lead with vision for our 
future, understanding for our present and compassion for our past. 
Until then, may we work actively together to continue to realise not only your desire for us but also 
for your kingdom.We ask this through the intercession of St Kieran and through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Mgr Michael Ryan,
Diocesan Administrator.
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Bishop séamus Freeman
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st mary’s Cathedral looked resplendent on 
sunday 20th November when it was filled 
to capacity with hundreds of people from 
across the Diocese and further afield who 
gathered for a special concelebrated 
mass of thanksgiving to mark the recent 
retirement of Bishop séamus Freeman, 
s.a.C., who served as Bishop of ossory for 
almost nine years. the solemn occasion 
coincided with the Feast of Christ the King 
and the conclusion of the extra ordinary 
Jubilee year of mercy which saw Bishop 
Freeman formally close the Holy Door 
of mercy in the Cathedral which he had 
opened on the First sunday of advent 
last year. priests and religious working in 
the diocese along with members of the 
pallottine Community of which Bishop 
Freeman served as rector general in 
rome for many years prior to taking up 
his episcopal ministry as Bishop of ossory 
in 2007, concelebrated the eucharist, the 
main celebrant and homilist being mgr 
michael ryan, administrator of the Diocese 
of ossory. He was joined in the sanctuary of 
the Cathedral by Bishop séamus Freeman, 
saC, Very rev. Dean seamus mcevoy, 
Very rev. archdeacon sean o’ Doherty, 
rt. rev. mgr. Kieron Kennedy, Cathedral 
administrator, rev. Brian griffin, most 
recently ordained priest for the Diocese 
of ossory, Father Derry murphy, provincial 
of the pallottine Community, most rev. 
Denis Nulty, Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin, 
most rev. William Lee, Bishop emeritus of 
Waterford and Lismore, most rev. Dermot 
Clifford, archbishop emeritus of Cashel 
and emly and most rev. raymond Field, 
auxiliary Bishop of Dublin. also present 
for the celebration was Bishop of Ferns, 
most rev. Denis Brennan and most rev. 
alphonsus Cullinan, Bishop of Waterford 
and Lismore. the Deacons were rev. 
Liam o Donovan, saC., and rev. Charles 
Lafferty, saC.Deacon Liam is a native of 
slieverue parish and will be ordained in his 
home parish in June of next year. members 
of Bishop Freemans family and his many 
friends were present for the Liturgy which 
was prepared by the Cathedral parish team 
and in which representatives of religious 
life and various organisations from within 
the Diocese participated. parishioners 
from st mary’s Cathedral parish, Diocesan 
staff, and members of the lay faithful from 
around the diocese read prayers of the 
Faithful, presented the offertory gifts and 
delivered the Communion reflection.

the appropriately selected sacred music 
which enhanced the Liturgy was provided 
by st mary’s Cathedral Choir and soloist 
Niamh sheehy, under the direction of 
seán o’Neill, and accompanied by 
organist, Joy Bibby. after the distribution 
of Communion the Dean of ossory, Very 
rev. seamus mcevoy spoke of the many 
qualities of Bishop séamus and made a 
special presentation to him on behalf of 
the priests of the diocese in recognition of 
his years of dedicated service and to wish 
him good health and abundant blessings 
in the years ahead. in his address to the 
congregation, Bishop Freeman expressed 
his deep appreciation to all those who had 
organised, participated in, and attended 
the mass of thanksgiving in his honour. “i 
extend my gratitude to the priests of the 
diocese for their presentation to me this 
evening. it is very much appreciated 
and i thank you. i would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the women and 
men of Consecrated Life and all the good 
people of our diocese for their generosity 
by way of messages of goodwill, gifts 
and prayers since my retirement”, Bishop 
séamus said. He continued: “i thank my 
brother bishops, members of my pallottine 
Family, priests, religious, family, friends 
and all you good people of the Diocese 
of ossory and beyond, for the courtesy of 
your presence here with me this evening 
in our beautiful Cathedral, dedicated 
to mary, the mother of god.” Bishop 
Freeman concluded by conveying his 
special blessings to the congregation and 
paid tribute to all present from the diocese 
and beyond who attended the mass of 
thanksgiving. “Let us rejoice and be glad, 
giving thanks to the almighty Father for 
all that is good. give thanks to the LorD, 
for he is good; his love endures forever. 
1 Chronicles 16:34. thank you and god 
bless each and every one of you and your 
families” Following mass and the Closing of 
the Holy Door of mercy of the Cathedral, 
refreshments were served in a festive 
atmosphere at the local presentation 
primary school and Bishop séamus was 
delighted to meet many people of the 
diocese, who battled the weather to join 
in the celebration, fellow bishops, priests, 
religious, neighbours and friends and the 
good people of god, who partook of the 
commemorative cake which had been 
gifted to Bishop Freeman by fellow Callan 
man, Billy Keogh, of Keogh’s model Bakery.
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Congregation at st mary's Cathedral, 
at a special concelebrated mass of 
thanksgiving to mark the recent retirement 
of Bishop séamus Freeman, saC, who 
served as Bishop of ossory for almost nine 
years. the solemn occasion coincided 
with the Feast of Christ the King and the 
conclusion of the extra ordinary Jubilee 
year of mercy.
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Following the invitation 
from the adult Faith 
Development in an 

earlier edition of this 
publication, the ossory 

times, seeking volunteers 
for the year of mercy, to 

assist pilgrims in rome, we 
decided to take up the 

challenge and apply. We 
logged on to the pilgrims 
website to check out the 

requirements, amongt 
which were, a working 

knowledge of italian plus 
two other languages and 

most importantly a letter 
of recommendation from 
our parish priest, as to our 

suitability. Having been 
accepted by rome our 
sights were firmly set on 

our pilgrimage. to prepare 
ourselves and become 

somewhat fluent in 
italian, we opted for 15-22 

october for our week of 
service. our Diocese, and 

the Faith Development 
group, was very generous 

indeed in offering to 
sponsor 10 volunteers.

scene in st peter's square 
on morning of our return to rome
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We arrived in rome on 14 october and 
stayed for one night in Bishop Freeman's 
former home while he was in rome, san 
sylvestro in Capite, where we were warmly 
welcomed by the rector, Fr John Fitzpatrick, 
who hails from Borrisoleigh, Co. tipperary. Fr 
John was very excited by tipperary beating 
Kilkenny in the all ireland Hurling final - and 
he let us know! irish people will be familiar 
with this small Basilica of san sylvestro, from 
the many marriages which have taken 
place there. this Basilica is the jewel in the 
crown of the smaller churches, among the 
many churches all across the city of rome. 
en route to san sylvestro we visited the first 
of our Holy Doors, that of the Basilica of st 
mary major where on august 5th  each year 
a solemn celebration recalls the miracle 
of the snows. We viewed the architecture 
and the numerous works of art there with 
wonder and awe. the coffered ceiling in gilt 
wood is amazing. this Basilica also contains 
a relic of the Holy Crib. truly heaven and 
earth meet in this sacred place. 

after a very comfortable night's rest san 
sylvestro we crossed the tiber on foot for 7 
Via della Conciliazione, where our training 
commenced. Here we were addressed 
by archbishop rino Fisichella, flanked on 
either side by his secretary Fr Francesco, a 
very joyful, enthusiastic young priest and 
the infamous "Charly", who had overall 
responsibility for the security of the pope. 
the archbishop gave us an inspirational talk 
on the significance of the year of mercy. 
Very insightful for us was the explanation of 
the symbol for the year of mercy.

this image has been designed so that the 
good shepherd "touches the very flesh 
of humanity and does so with enough 
love to change one's life." While the 
good shepherd, in his great mercy, takes 
humanity upon himself, his eyes are merged 
with humanity. Christ sees with the eyes 
of adam and adam sees with the eyes of 
Christ and there lies the invitation to us to 
be merciful like the Father. "this serves as 

ossory VoLuNteers
iN rome 
for the year of mercy
Kathleen Maher, Eilís Costelloe, Mary McCarthy
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statue of our Lady and infant in 
grounds of Casarma di Centrocelli

archbishop rino Fisichella at reception for volunteers.

Fr tom Norris in the irish College.
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an invitation to follow the merciful example of the Father 
who asks us not to judge or condemn but to forgive and 
to give love and forgiveness without measure."  the very 
act of walking through the Holy Door acknowledges our 
humility and our willingness to look on others with merciful 
eyes.

armed with our photo i.D., yellow cap and yellow bib 
(tabard), we set off for our accommodation in the "4 star" 
Casarma di Centrocelli - the airforce Base to you and us. 
We now, at last, learned the significance of our Catechism 
Confirmation answer - "soldiers of Christ". security in the 
airforce Base was very strict. We experienced delays and 
protocols on entry and exit. our shared rooms were basic 
but comfortable. We were pleasantly surprised to see 
that each room had the John paul ii cross on the wall. 
the “breakfast" was a revelation, second only to "dinner" 
- frugal springs to mind. We were after all on pilgrimage 
and not in the ritz!

Day one, 16th october found us rising at 5am. Fortified 
by our “soldier’s” breakfast of a croissant and orange 
juice we made our way to the metro and boarded for 
Lepanto stop near the Vatican. Very large crowds were 
already gathering as pope Francis was to canonise seven 
men and a woman who included (sr elizabeth Catez who 
died at the age of 26 years, a priest Fr giuseppe gabrielle 
Del rosario Brochero from his beloved argentina and the 
youngest, a French boy of 14 years who demonstrated 
extraordinary courage and faith when faced with his 
execution. in a letter to his mother three days before his 
death he wrote “trust in god’s will. i die happy because i 
am dying next to our Lord”.

We were directed to st peter’s square to man the security 
scanners which resemble those of the airport with shouts 
of please remove the following "orologio, chiavi, cintura, 
portafoglio, monete etc., as thousands poured into st 
peter's square. mass began at 10am with pope Francis 
the chief celebrant. the voices of the heavenly choirs 
echoed through the square to the musical setting of the 
misse De angelis. it brought us back to our youth and the 
High masses here in ireland.

We were then hastily summoned by "Charly" up to the steps 
of st peters to help form a cordon so that pope Francis 
could pass smoothly through the aisles, to be greeted by 
the thousands of pilgrims from the 4 corners of the world. 
it was an emotional experience to be so close to the Holy 
Father and to see his interaction with the pilgrims while 
all the time witnessing to the ‘joy of the gospel’ with his 
wonderfully broad smile. 

pope Francis and the sick.

pope Francis in the pope mobile
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returning the crosses brought through the Holy Door by the pilgrims.

st peter's at sunrise 
with images of those who were enrolled among the saints
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another duty was to lead groups of pilgrims, 
on the last leg of their pilgrimage, through 
the Holy Door, (porta sancta), up the centre 
aisle of the Basilica to the tomb of st peter. 
We journeyed with them carrying their 
intentions and those of the many people 
at home, the many who were unable to be 
there to make this pilgrimage. this was such 
a humbling experience for us. We were 
constantly reminded of the mercy of god 
and came to realise how privileged we 
were to be in a position to walk and pray 
with so many people of every nationality. 
We could have built a tent! it brought alive 
for us the meaning of god's loving invitation 
“to be merciful like the Father".

We were very touched by the pilgrims 
we met such as the young argentinian 
man who, following a brief encounter, 
commented that we now formed a “bridge 
of Faith” between him and us.

We were struck by the reverence of the 
people as they prayerfully made their way 
slowly up the pilgrim path to the Holy Door, 
all the time praising god in song and words. 
this all took place amid the hustle and 
bustle of the city - a sight to behold. god is 
surely in the “bits and pieces” of everyday 
life.

even though we had a busy schedule we still 
found time to visit the Colosseum, roman 
Forum, pantheon, scavi and climb all 871 
steps of the Cupola (dome) of st peters. the 
views over rome were spectacular. We also 
enjoyed sampling some of the delicacies of 
the many bistros and coffee shops.

one of our very pleasant afternoons was 
spent in the company of our very own, Fr 
tom Norris in the irish College, where we 
sampled some irish hospitality, i.e. the Céad 
míle Failte and the very welcome cup of 
tea.

We made our own pilgrimage to each of 
the 4 Basilicas in rome, st John Lateran, st 
mary major, st paul outside the Walls and of 
course st peter's. We were staggered by the 
sheer numbers of pilgrims prayerfully making 

their Confessions, spending quiet time in 
adoration before the Blessed sacrament, 
lighting candles and one day noticing a 
family reciting the rosary outdoors on the 
steps of the Holy spirit Church (Divine mercy 
church).

We returned home after our week of service 
with Faith filled energy, commitment and a 
heightened awareness of the richness of 
god's Love and mercy for each of us. such 
was our enthusiasm for the experience of 
the week that we responded immediately 
to the Holy Father's invitation to return to 
rome on November 12th to celebrate the 
work of the volunteers. We were seated in 
the reserved area for volunteers in st peter’s 
square by 7:30 am. the atmosphere was 
truly joyful, yellow balloons abounding, 
bands playing and all grateful to have 
been part of this great movement during 
the year of mercy.

We were honoured to have been 
mentioned as we were surprised to be 
told that  we were the only 3 people who 
volunteered from ireland during the entire 
year. Following our final pilgrimage through 
the Holy Door, led by archbishop rino 
Fisichella, we attended a special mass 
for the volunteers. We were then invited 
to a wonderful reception, after which we 
were all presented with a ceramic plaque 
depicting the symbol of the year of mercy, 
"merciful like the Father."   

this plaque will be a constant reminder to us 
of the treasured memory of our volunteering 
during the year of mercy 2016.

the Door of mercy is for all. among pope 
Francis’ closing words at the last special 
audience for the Jubilee of mercy were 
"Come to me all you that are weary and 
are carrying a heavy burden and i will give 
you rest”. No one is excluded from this 
invitation. 

our pilgrimage came to pass because of 
the invitation in the ossory times last spring. 
Who knows what gems lie hidden within the 
pages of this or future editions?
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Talitha Horan 

the Christmas season truly begins when we attend mass 
as a school community on the 8th of December for the 

Feast of the immaculate Conception

Christmas 
Camross National school

December is a very busy and exciting 
time in primary schools.  the run up to 
Christmas is filled with drama, song, 
energy and not just a little bit of glitter! 
in Camross National school the Christmas 
season doesn’t begin until the first script 
for our Christmas nativity is handed 
out. this year there were no less than 
three classes presenting their version of 
the Christmas story. By the time a pupil 
reaches 6th class they have probably 
played, at least once, the role of donkey, 
a sheep, a shepherd, mary, Joseph, 
angel gabriel or one of the Wise men. 
the excitement for this year’s show which 
always takes place the night before the 
holidays is, as i write this article, building. 
admittance to our Christmas show is free 

but we do encourage a small donation 
on the night which goes to a child in the 
philippines whose education we sponsor 
and to st patrick's missionary society, 
Kiltegan for their work in africa. 

the first sign that Christmas is coming in 
our school is when we display our advent 
wreath in our school sacred space in the 
front hall. our school crib is dusted off 
every year and it takes pride of place in 
our school entrance beside our advent 
wreath. our Holy Family figures take up 
residence here for the entire Christmas 
season. 

Beautiful, creative art work has been 
created to deck our hall in festive cheer, 
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each classroom puts up their own 
Christmas tree and dresses the tree 
with lights and decorations. they also 
display numerous examples of their 
artistic talents around the classroom 
and school. 

the Christmas season truly begins 
when we attend mass as a school 
Community on the 8th of December 
for the Feast of the immaculate 
Conception. We read at mass, bring the 
gifts and sing Christmas hymns to mark the 
advent season. 

in recent years all staff donate items to 
our Christmas Hamper raffle which we 
run for much needed resources for our 
school. this year our dedicated parents 
Council also organised donations from 
our school community of 
much needed items for 
the homeless. With the 
support of patH (portlaoise 
action to Homeless) a 
local group of volunteers 
who travel to Dublin 
every saturday to work 
with the homeless, we 
hope to help in some way 
to make this Christmas 
season a little better for 
the homeless in Dublin. 

in fact for the first time 
ever, this year, we have 
had visitors in the form 
of elves from the North 
pole to keep an eye on 
all the goings on and to 
report back to santa on 
all the good behaviour 
and kindness on show. 
as always organised by 
our brilliant parents Council santa himself 
arrives on the day of the holidays with 
presents for all. each year his mode of 
transport is a hotly guarded secret, last 
year he arrived over the mountain by 
pony and trap, we look forward to seeing 
how he arrives in 2016. We would like 
to wish all a very peaceful and happy 
Christmas throughout our diocese. 
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 inspired by pope Francis words: ‘Dear young people, 
the church expects great things of you and your 

generosity, don’t be afraid to aim high,’ 

Brian Griffin

on sunday 27th November, over 70 
young people, from over 20 parishes, 
were commissioned for the aim High 
parish ministry programme at a special 
celebration in st Fiacre’s Church, 
Loughboy. this programme has been 
designed in our diocese to try and help 
the younger members of our communities 
to engage with their faith in an active 
manner.  inspired by pope Francis words: 
‘Dear young people, the church expects 
great things of you and your generosity, 
don’t be afraid to aim high,’ each young 
person, on that night, committed to ‘aim 
High’ and get actively involved in their 
parish, along with undertaking three days 
of spiritual development, during 2017. 
their participation and enthusiasm was 
both inspirational and encouraging.

upon completion of the programme, all 
the young people will have learned skills 
to:
• learn & grow spiritually,
• participate in parish liturgies,

• minister in their parish community and
• develop practices for self-awareness 

and self-development.
aim High is open to all young people 16 
years and over. the program is flexible, 
non-competitive and requires an on-
going commitment. it is co-ordinated 
through the parish, in conjunction with 
parish organisations, secondary schools 
and youth clubs.

if you would like to participate please 
contact aimhigh@ossory.ie or 086-
3404730. 

the aim High team has also arranged an 
action packed series of events through 
the year, to encourage young people 
to grow spiritually. these events promise 
to be different, interesting, prayerful and 
fun. if you would like to take part in any of 
these workshops, please call 086-3404730. 
early booking is advisable, as places are 
limited [for programme see page 18].

parish ministry programme for young people

Commissioning Ceremony

aim high
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tom Kennedy, eoin Cody, paul prendergast, tom Bolger, Luke gannon, 
eoin De Buitleir, aaron Brennan, tony Farrell. Liam Fennelly, adam o’Brien.

aoife murphy, therese Kelly, John murphy, 
Niamh morrissey.

Leah maher, ellen Buggy, Katie Kennedy, 
Dervla Bergin, Niamh Walsh, rachel Holohan.

Liam Holland, Conor Clarke, James Brennan, Conor mcmahon, Leah maher, 
ellen Buggy, Katie Kennedy, Dervla Bergin, Niamh Walsh, rachel Holohan.

Kate Feehan, ella Brennan, shauna treacy, 
Niamh Whelan, Jane Cass

sr Louise phelan, Dinara Cantwell, 
eleanor Cantwell, Noreen Brennan.
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aim high
Youth Day Events 2017

ST BRiDgET’S CROSS WORKSHOP
Learn the craft of making a st Bridget’s Cross. Learn the inspirational story of st Bridget and 
help fundraise for charity by selling the crosses at our st Bridget’s Day Celebration, with the 
Kilkenny gospel Choir in st Fiacra’s, Loughboy on 1st Feb at 7.30pm.
Where:   st patrick’s parish Centre, Loughboy, Kilkenny
When:    saturday 28th January @ 2pm – 4pm
presented by:    marianne Kelly & Fr Willie purcell

ENTRuSTED WiTH THE WORD
this day course will help those who wish to undertake the ministry of reader (or lector to 
use another term). proclaiming the Word of god is both challenging and rewarding. it is 
far more than simply reading words. it involves preparation & prayer and a willingness to 
communicate fully. are you ready for the challenge?
Where:   the Chapter room, st mary’s Cathedral, Kilkenny
When:    saturday 4th February, @ 11am 
presented by:   Noeleen Lynam, Fr Brian griffin & Fr Willie purcell

EMERgENCy ROOM – A DAy iN THE liFE OF ST luKE’S HOSPiTAl, KilKENNy.
interested in a medical profession? meet the chaplains and hospital staff to discover what 
happens behind the scenes at st Luke’s Hospital. Learn how they work together as part 
of the multi-disciplinary team and how they focus on caring for patients from a holistic 
perspective, physically, spiritually and emotionally.
Where:   st Luke’s Hospital
When:    saturday 25th march @ 11am – 2pm
presented by:   Fr patrick Carey & sr margaret mary Cooney

THE ANTiDOTE
Need a day out? relieve the stresses of examinations and everyday life by joining us for 
the day of meditation and prayer in Jenkinstown Woods. it’s the antidote you need to 
improve your prayer life & get to know god better.
Where:   Conahy Church
When:    saturday april 29th @ 2pm – 4pm
By:    Fr eamonn o’gorman

WAlKiNg THE WAy – A SPiRiTuAl WAlKiNg TOuR OF KilKENNy
Join a walking tour of historic Kilkenny City. experience the power of Kilkenny’s sacred 
sites.
Where:   st mary’s Cathedral, Kilkenny
When:    saturday 6th may @ 11am – 1pm
presented by:    marianne Kelly

Booking Essential on 086-3404730



page 19

ossory timesDeCemBer 2016

St Kieran’s College Alumni
History. Present. Future. CONNECTING

an evening of Christmas Carols

past-pupils from far and wide gathered in 
st Kieran’s College on the night of the 9th 
December for the first carol service for the 
newly formed st Kieran’s College alumni 
association.  representatives from each 
of the years past gathered for wonderful 
evening of song, prayer and festivity. 
although this was the first carol service for 
past-pupils, the evening felt as if it was a 
well established tradition firmly bedded 
in the College Calendar.  the College 
Chapel, its stained glass windows, 
icons of st Kieran, candlelight and crib, 
all combine to provide a wonderful 
backdrop this atmospheric occasion.
the Junior Choir with students from First, 
second and third year provided us with a 
lovely rendition of silent Night, one of the 
highlights of the evening. the highlight 
from the senior Choir this year came in 
the form of the well loved Christmas song 
“Have yourself a merry Little Christmas” – 
but with a twist. the staff Choir has also 
grown in numbers over the years and 
this year the extra voices were notable 
in their fine rendition of angels We have 
Heard on High. there were also some 
fine musical performances on the night. 
the Jazz Band kicked off proceedings 
with the classic “o Come all ye Faithful”. 
the trad group provided those gathered 
with a selection of traditional irish music 
and an irish traditional slant on the famous 
“gloria in excelsis Deo”. there were also 

a number of individual performances of 
songs like the First Noel and Winter song 
and these stilled the already captivated 
group of past-pupils.  

Carols were punctuated with 
readings, poetry and scripture. the 
formalities concluded with a few words of 
welcome by Fr Dermot ryan as president 
of the College, before all gathered 
moved to the Lannigan room for mulled 
wine and mince pies.  many of those 
who came back for the celebration 
enjoyed sharing stories and memories 
of their happy days spent in the College 
and there was no rush to depart.  as 
Chairperson of the newly formed st 
Kieran’s College alumni association 
i welcomed all those in attendance. 
Both current and past pupils have a 
shared connection with st Kieran’s and 
we’ll all very proud of that connection. 
i also explained some of the many, and 
hopefully, exciting events ideas that we 
are planning for the year ahead as part 
of the alumni association. the marquee 
event will be an open day and a social 
evening in the grounds of the College 
towards the end of June for which all 
past pupils will be invited back.  We look 
forward to many days together in the 
years ahead recalling the great days in 
the years past! Hiems Transiit.   

Alan Buckley
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Eoin Casey

one of the first things that comes to mind when 
i think of that day in July is a sincere sense of 
thanksgiving, firstly to god and His Blessed mother 
for the great gift of my vocation to the priesthood. 
i am also immensely grateful to my parents, my 
brother and all my relations and neighbours.

the occasion of the first mass was a great witness to 
the faith that is so alive in the parish of rathdowney/
errill. to see how the parish came together weeks 
beforehand to make it a special and wonderful 
occasion not just for my family and myself but, i 

Native of rathdowney
Fr eoin Casey op 
ordained during last summer

Five months has passed since 
my First Mass in Rathdowney, 

10th July 2016. A day i will 
never forget. At present i am 

based in our Dominican priory 
in Newbridge where i work in 

our secondary school 
and at our church.
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Native of rathdowney
Fr eoin Casey op 
ordained during last summer

would like to think, for the whole parish. 
this began with the faith festival which 
took place before the ordination. the 
faith festival was a real celebration in the 
parish of all the seven sacraments of the 
Church. it was a huge success, thanks 
mainly to all those who did so much to 
bring it to life. Led by Fr martin Delaney 
there was a huge number of people who 
helped out in different ways to make the 
festival of faith such a huge success in our 
parish.

the great number that turned out on the 
day of the first mass was wonderful to 
see. this was a great witness too to the 
faith in the parish. often times people 
try to tell us that the faith is dead and try 
to get us to keep our faith to ourselves, 
but this was not evident in rathdowney 
Church on the 10th July. the faith is still 
very much alive and the people of the 
parish in rathdowney/errill are a great 
witness to that.

something else that stands out for me 
so much is that it was there, among you 
my neighbours, the seeds of my faith 
and vocation were sown. our faith can 
be compared to a small flame that we 
receive at baptism and it is a gift that 
is given to us by god Himself. We are 
invited to fan this flame into a greater 
flame as we move through life. this is 
what happened in my own life as i grew 
up in my parish. the seed of my vocation 
to the priesthood was allowed to grow 
because of the great faith lived by the 
people of the parish. it is from a parish 
that a vocation is allowed to grow and 
flourish and be realised. on the day of my 
first mass in rathdowney i was so thankful 
for the faith of the parish and the prayers 
of you the people that allowed my 
vocation journey to come to its fulfilment 
in being ordained a priest.

i ask that you continue to keep me in your 
prayers as i live out my priestly life. pray 
that i may be a good priest, a priest who 
sees his role as always being present to 
people, present to them in order to bring 
the presence of Christ into peoples lives. 
that is the role of the priest, as Fr martin 
reminded me so beautifully in his open 
letter in the Irish Catholic. the priest brings 
Jesus in order that each person whom he 
meets receives Christ into their own lives 
and allows the love and mercy of Jesus 
to transform them, to transform their lives 
in such a way that they are recreated 
and become more and more like Christ.
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“Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child.
Holy infant so tender and mild.
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.”

“Silent night, holy night,
Shepherds quake at the sight.
glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia.
Christ, the Saviour is born.
Christ, the Saviour is born”.

“Silent night, holy night,
Son of god, love’s pure light,
Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace.
Jesus, lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, lord, at Thy birth.

Christmas Nativity Card, designed by richard King (1907-1974) 
for the Father mathew record,  vol. 41, no. 12 (Dec. 1948).

THiS MONTH, 200 yEARS lATER, THE WORDS OF “SilENT 
NigHT” ARE SuNg iN MORE THAN 300 DiFFERENT 
lANguAgES AROuND THE WORlD. 
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Ray Cleere

“siLeNt NigHt”
 200 years oLD

in 1816, a band of roving actors were 
performing in towns throughout the 
austrian alps while they were serving 
as missionaries. on December 23, 1816, 
200 years ago this month, they arrived 
at oberndorf, a village near salzburg 
where they re-enacted the story of the 
birth of Christ in the small church of saint 
Nicholas. that church was the birthplace 
of “silent Night”, one of the most famous 
Christmas carols in the world and which is 
200 years old this year. “silent Night” was 
a very common phrase in nineteenth 
century poetry and prose and that fact 
may have contributed to some degree 
to the popularity of the carol.

the words of “silent Night” were written 
by a priest called Father Joseph mohr 
in mariapfarr, australia, in 1816 and the 
music was added two years later in 1818 
by his school teacher friend Franz Xaver 
gruber for the Christmas service in the 
church of saint Nicholas, oberndorf, in 
austria.

there is a legend associated with the carol 
which says that Father mohr wanted it to 
be sung by the children of the village at 
the Christmas eve service at midnight as 
a surprise for their parents. unfortunately, 
the church organ was not working at the 
time and it would not be repaired before 
Christmas. one theory suggested that 
mice were the reason why the organ was 
not working. another theory suggested 
that rust was the reason. so the children 
had to learn the carol accompanied 
only by a guitar. they learned the carol 
so well that they sang it on its own without 
accompaniment. However, there are no 
records which indicate that a children’s 
choir was involved or that the organ was 
not working.

the original words of “silent Night” were 
in german and it was called “stille Nacht, 
Heilige Nacht”. in the alpine village 
of Kapfing, two well-known families of 
singers at the time – the rainers and the 
strassers – heard it. Captivated by “silent 
Night”, both families included the new 
song into their Christmas repertoire.

the strasser sisters spread the carol across 
Northern europe. in 1834, they performed 
“silent Night” for King Frederick William iV 
of prussia. He then ordered his Cathedral 
choir to sing it every Christmas eve.

twenty years after “silent Night” was 
written, the rainers brought it to the 
united states and sung it in german at the 
alexander Hamilton monument located 
outside trinity church in New york City. in 
1863, almost 50 years after it was first sung 
in german, “silent Night” was translated 
into english by an episcopal priest, Father 
John Freeman young. eight years later, 
that english version made its way into 
print in Charles Hutchins’ “sunday school 
Hymnal”.

“silent Night” was sung during the 
Christmas truce in the First World War in 
December 1914, as it was a song which 
soldiers on both sides knew at the time. 
By the time that the carol was famous, 
Father mohr had died. Franz gruber 
wrote to the music authorities in Berlin 
and said that he had composed the 
tune, but nobody believed him and it 
was thought at the time that Haydn, 
mozart or Beethoven had written it. But 
then the 1820 manuscript was found and 
in the top right hand corner Father mohr 
had written:
“melodie von Father Xaver gruber”.
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Happy Christmas
and many happy returns. 

i find that this can be a reflective time of the 
year. like many others i look back at the ups 
and downs of the year gone by. 
it’s also a time when newspapers and tV 
channels will review the year. 

And what an eventful year it was! Although in 
some ways little seems to have changed … 
such as the ongoing wars in the middle east … 

Much has changed also. 
i would imagine that very few would have 
predicted that Britain would vote to leave the 
european union and that Donald trump would 
become the president of the united states. 

it appears to many that the world is becoming 
a more insecure place. 
yes, some countries look like they have 
changed direction. in the last few generations, 
there was a growing trend towards mutual 
cooperation. in part, organisations like the eu, 
the uN and lots of others were set up to help 
prevent the outbreak of conflict after the 
second World War. But in recent times, they 
have also helped with the growing economic 
and cultural interconnection of the world, 
called globalisation.  

Why did this happen?  
While it’s true that globalisation has brought 
a lot of benefits to many, it has also brought 
many challenges. Firstly, there is the sense 
that globalisation has benefited the wealthy 
most of all, leaving too many people behind. 
secondly, the greater mobility of people from 
across the world has led to some within these 
countries feeling threatened by the influx of 
others from without – either for their jobs or for 
their cultures. this dissatisfaction may have led 
to the unexpected turn in events. 

What might the Church say to this situation? 
it is important, as pope Benedict said in Caritas 
in Veritate (2009, para 28), to keep in mind 

that the Church does not offer any blueprint 
or specific plan of action for dealing with the 
complex social problems of the world. trying 
to find ways forward is the vocation and hard 
work of politics. instead, the Church offers a 
series of moral principles based on protecting 
human dignity and on gospel values. it is called 
Catholic social teaching. 

it is important then for people to work together 
because these problems are so complex. 
yes, and very urgent. in fact, urging mutual 
cooperation at all levels is one of the 
fundamental ideas underlying Catholic social 
teaching because we are all ultimately part 
of one family. this also includes cooperation 
among countries. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church states that:  

Human interdependence is increasing and 
gradually spreading throughout the world. 
the unity of the human family, embracing 
people who enjoy equal natural dignity, 
implies a universal common good. this 
good calls for an organization of the 
community of nations able to "provide for 
the different needs of people …" (CCC, 
para 1911)

How we organise the community of nations 
must never be self-serving to those in power, 
which too often can be the case. it must always 
serve the common good that builds a peace 
on a real justice that is capable of caring for 
the most vulnerable. 

So the trend we see in the world at the moment 
might be worrying? 
i think if countries are only self-serving it can 
never really lead to peace and prosperity. in 
the words of pope Francis, “a person who thinks 
only about building walls, wherever they may 
be, and not building bridges, is not Christian.” 
Christmas is a time of celebration family – not 
just our immediate family but an awareness 
that we are all apart of the one family in god. 
Happy Christmas and a prosperous New year 
to all the readers of the Ossory Times!  
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give me a 
crashcourse in... 

mutual international 
Cooperation

Michael Shortall

moraLity matters
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i was nervous, anxious, unsure, excited, privileged, 
joyous but i know, deep within, that i had to do this.

Vocation 
for me 

began at a 
young age

the thought of priesthood was always there, 
somewhere in the back of my mind. it remained with 
me throughout my teenage years and early adulthood, 
until eventually, the sense of being called became so 
strong i felt, i have to give this a try. Following a period 
of discernment through prayer and pilgrimage, i got 
the strength and courage to apply to study for the 
Diocese of ossory. Following the application process 
and having being accepted by the Diocese, i began 
my studies on the 22nd august 2016.

Having just returned from a wonderful week at World 
youth Day in poland, where i was present at the papal 
mass, with over one million other young people, i had 
a week to go before beginning this new phase on 
the journey that is life. my emotions were mixed, i was 
nervous, anxious, unsure, excited, privileged, joyous 
but i know deep within that i had to do this.

i started in st patrick’s College, maynooth on the 22nd 
of august with seventeen other young men. the first 
month was a prayerful and spiritual introductory, which 
allowed us to build a rapport and relationship with each 
other, allowed a sense of prayerfulness and closeness 
to god to become alive. most of all it allowed each 
of us to settle into this new place and new way of life. 
the initial month finished with a silent retreat in mount st 
Joseph’s, roscrea, giving us time to reflect on why we 
were there, what we had experienced and achieved 

sean Hickey at st John's Church, 
Kilkenny

Sean Hickey
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and it gave us time to relax and reflect 
before commencing the academic year, 
towards the end of september. a typical day 
in the life of a seminarian begins at 6.30am, 
to be in the oratory for morning prayer 
and meditation at 7am, followed by mass, 
then breakfast. Classes take place during 
the day interspersed with time for reading, 
study, lunch, recreation and whatever each 
of us wishes to do. i use my free time to walk 
the grounds of the college, this give me 
time to reflect and pray and allows me to 
meet god in the world around me. We next 
meet as a community at 6pm for evening 
prayer and rosary, followed by community 
dinner. after dinner there is more free time. 
adoration takes place, four nights a week 
and each day ends with night prayer.

everyone's experience of the seminary, 
as far i can make out so far, is different 
but for the most part positive. For me this 
past few months has been a life changing 
experience, a real journey with god. i have 
cast off many things and embraced a new 
way of life. it has been tough at times but 
worth it. “What god takes away, he gives 
back 100 fold”. it is a life of sacrifice but what 
you receive is worth so much more.  

the sense of closeness to god, belonging 
and what a privilege it is to be called 
is overwhelming. the College, the 
accommodation, the food, the grounds, 
the staff and fellow students are all fabulous.  
it truly is a wonderful journey to be on. 

i am truly grateful to so many people for 
their prayers and encouragement. i am fully 
aware of my unworthiness to be in such a 
privileged place and count my blessings to 
be able to pursue this path in life. all that 
remains for me to say is, to those men, young 
and not so young, who feel and know that 
god is calling them, give it a go, answer that 
call.  see what happens. you will never know 
unless you try. it has its ups and downs, like 
everything in life but will be worth it.

god continues to call, it is up to you to 
answer, and when we do, he rewards us.  
“Do not be afraid, come follow me”.

entrance to 
st patrick's College, maynooth
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Jack Cody

a Quarter Century of Carols 
at the Cathedral: 
remembering the late 
Colm murray rte

During the past few weeks parishioners 
across the diocese have been busily 
preparing their churches for the Christmas 
Celebrations. almost every Church plays 
host to a myriad of events which creates 
a welcome focus on the true meaning 
of this special time. people of all ages 
take great pride in preparing for school 
Nativity plays, Carol services, erecting 
Cribs and Christmas trees, lighting 
candles and generally ensuring that their 
local sacred space reflects the Christmas 
story and becomes a place of welcome 
for regular worshippers, visitors, and those 
who return home for Christmas. 

st mary’s Cathedral, the mother Church 
of the Diocese, with its beautifully restored 
sanctuary  area provides a unique setting 
for the many events that are held in the 
run up to Christmas and during the Holy 
season itself. one of the highlights of 
the year and indeed a bright star in the 
Christmas programme at the Cathedral 
is the annual Carol service which is now 
celebrating its twenty- fifth year.

Now firmly established as the city’s 
premier carol service, it regularly attracts 
full houses and has raised huge sums of 
money for local causes, lifting the spirits 

of the assembled congregations as 
they recall the Christmas event in music 
and song. st mary’s Cathedral Choir 
under the direction of sean o’Neill, 
accompanied by ms Joy Bibby has over 
the years enjoyed the cooperation of the 
unity singers and various soloists including 
tanya sewell soprano, and this year that 
role is being filled by a young lady from 
thomastown, Niamh sheehy whose 
singing enchanted all who gathered 
recently at the Cathedral for the closing 
of the Jubilee year of mercy and mass 
of thanksgiving for the ministry of Bishop 
seamus Freeman our Bishop emeritus. 

any reflection on st mary’s Cathedral 
Carol service would not be complete 
without paying tribute to a very special 
guest whose distinguished voice truly 
brought to life st Luke’s account of the 
Birth of Jesus. For many years, until his 
untimely death in July 2013 the late Colm 
murray of rte was a regular visitor to st 
mary’s and generously gave of his time, 
sharing his skill as a communicator, to 
enhance an occasion that continues 
to attract large numbers and which has 
become an essential ingredient in the 
celebration of Christmas in kilkenny for so 
many people. ar Dheis de go raibh se.
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...this simple, uplifting and prayer filled afternoon 
guiding us from our busy lives to give thanks and 

prepare a way for the Lord...
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Conahy
reflective Walk Paula Stapleton

a reflective walk to celebrate the closing 
of the year of mercy, on the Feast of 
Christ the King, took place in Jenkinstown 
Church and Wood at 2pm. We gathered 
in our Lady of perpetual Help Church 
and commenced with prayer and 
exposition of the Blessed sacrament 
and quietly remembered our deceased 
family members friends and parishioners. 
a stream of sunlight broke through the 
sanctuary of the Church as Fr eamonn 
o'gorman invited those who wished to 
walk with him and reflect on the journey 
of the disciples as they walked the road 
to emmaus and also the journey of the 
magi as they followed the light of the star. 

it was a cold foggy afternoon but 
splendid in the beautiful colours of the 
extended autumn. there was a carpet of 
crisp leaves at our feet reminding us of the 
passing of time, of life, of the changing 
of the seasons and of the people who 
have traveled this life before us. We 
stopped occasionally to listen to short 
scripture readings and contemplate their 
meaning for us today as we prepared 
space for the Lord in our lives. We paused 
at st Colman’s Well as we were reminded 

of the "Water of Life"  that is offered to us 
all.  We paused also after feeling the strain 
of extra exertion on a little hill climb and 
thanked god for the "Breath of Life".  Fr 
eamonn led some short prayers before 
we journeyed on in companionship 
sharing our stories with each other.  

the evening song of the birds greeted 
us breaking through the cool crisp fog 
of the calm and peaceful sunday 
afternoon as we returned to the Church 
and we too sang "o sacrament most 
Holy" before re-entering the Church to 
the Blessed sacrament for benediction 
and thanksgiving. all were then invited to 
Conahy shamrocks Club for a welcome 
cup of tea, refreshments and an early 
mince pie!

many thanks to Fr eamonn, paddy 
gorman, Chris Kelly, Kathleen maher 
and Conahy parish for hosting this simple, 
uplifting and prayer filled afternoon 
guiding us from our busy lives to give 
thanks and prepare a way for the Lord. 
We look forward to other such events as 
the seasons change. 
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Sean Maher

the Questions that  
scripture poses 
to Christmas!

For the past thirty years or so, scripture 
scholars have been called the spoilsports 
of Christmas. invariably at this time of 
year, someone quotes a study of some 
‘expert’, who demonstrates irrevocably 
that the story of Bethlehem has faults: 
someone will say that there could 
not have been a cow; others will say 
there was no census; others will say the 
whole thing happened somewhere else 
entirely. there will be a flurry in the papers 
and the books will sell, which probably 
will help to pay a scholar’s mortgage or 
put his children through university and 
all will be conveniently forgotten by 
next Christmas. establishing the historical 
facts has become an industry and one 
which opens the door to such debate 
as to make any sensible person wonder 
whether it is that important or not.

What is important, however, is that 
we read the scriptures, including the 
accounts of the Nativity, with an attitude 
of faithful questioning. the scriptures are 
not rule books nor are they grammar 
paradigms, but they are a living Word 
of god in dialogue with his people. one 
of the pieces of advice that is given 
by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the Lutheran 
german theologian who was murdered 
by the Nazis in WWii, was that we always 
read the scriptures with real questions 

and then we wait for the reply. posing 
questions of these texts does not mean 
solely entering into an historical criticism 
but asking of god the deepest questions 
of our human hearts and waiting for his 
reply.

once we apply this to the scriptural 
accounts of the Nativity, we might 
be more surprised than we think. our 
“Christmas story” is a conflation of the 
accounts of matthew and Luke, who 
both weave their writing ingeniously with 
some of the most beautiful old testament 
texts. if we step back a little from the tinsel 
and the ivy and look at these texts with 
the right questions, we might be a little 
surprised at where each takes us!

matthew wrote for a dominantly Jewish 
culture that had a love of the Wisdom 
and the teaching of Judaism and wanted 
to weave this into the newness of faith in 
Christ. yet this community also lived with 
a question: they had lost their beautiful 
temple, destroyed dramatically in the 
roman invasion, and their question was 
simply: Where is god now? For a people 
who had possessed an immediacy 
with the Divine in the temple, that was 
a burning and a powerful question. 
matthew seeks to answer it the whole 
way through his gospel, until he comes to 
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the final statement of Christ, to whom all 
authority is given and who is finally seen as 
son of god, when he says “i am with you 
always, to the end of the ages.” Wisdom 
and teaching, which have always been 
the pathway to god, now come together 
in matthew’s gospel to show how Christ is 
god’s presence to his people, a presence 
that is continued in the gathering (or, as 
we call it, the “Church”) of those who live 
in the memory and the Wisdom of him. 
therefore matthew begins with a “guard 
of honour” of those who truly sought god 
in the history of israel (that long list of exotic 
sounding names read each year) and 
then allows us glimpse how Joseph, of the 
House of David, accepts that emmanuel 
might enter into his world, through the 
broken glass of his own dreams of a life 
with his betrothed. this is not romantic! 
Quite the contrary. the entry of Christ into 
the world in matthew is god’s entry into a 
confused world, a world where people’s 
dreams and securities have been turned 
upside down but where their faithfulness 
and their sincerity allows them to believe 
that in this child, god is truly with us, 
despite our confusion, disappointments 
and grief. to those who honestly ask, 
where is god?, the answer offered in 
matthew’s account is simple—he born 
into our confusion and our questioning, 
into our imperfect world. He breaks into 
our world by shattering the security of our 
presumptions and walks across the shards 
of our dreams, breathlessly but powerfully 
disturbing old certainties!

Luke is different, however. Luke is a 
beautiful storyteller, able to trace the story 
into a series of happenings that stretch 
into the past but that also hint of a future. 
in fact, that is exactly the setting of Luke’s 
gospel, written later than matthew for a 
newer generation who were beginning to 
forget and running out of steam. as time 
has passed by and there has been no 
dramatic return, some younger people 
were losing patience with the Church. 
the drama had gone, the enthusiasm 
had waned and things were weakening 
and growing staid for the Christian 

community of Luke. the question on their 
minds is different: Where are we going? 
Where is this way leading us?

interestingly, that theme of way or 
journey is key to Luke. Luke sets the story 
of Christ’s birth magnificently to answer 
that question. two old people, who have 
been faithful but who see no future, 
elizabeth and Zechariah, are surprised 
by the promise of new life in the birth of 
John the Baptist. a solitary young woman 
says “yes” to god and begins a journey 
to help another in the person of mary. 
Christ’s birth is in the context of a journey, 
and immediately those shepherds are 
told again “not to be afraid because this 
is good news”. Later Christ’s resurrection 
will also be framed in the journey from 
complacency and surrender to new 
hope and excitement in the story of the 
road to emmaus. the journey becomes 
what is important. Christ is born into this 
journey of humanity and he continues to 
walk this journey with us, often surprising 
us in moments when we are near giving 
up, when there is no room in the inn along 
the way, when we feel like running away 
from it all because it is all a failure. We are 
travelling this human journey with Christ 
and he is sometimes subtly, sometime 
dramatically “guiding our feet in the way 
of peace.” Christ is the way. that is the 
point of the journey and it will have its 
surprises!

in the silence of the night, the Word of 
god leaps from Heaven like a youthful 
warrior down to the earth. Christ’s birth 
has brought a new era of peace, joy and 
hope to humanity. sometimes we need 
the questions of our heart to sharpen 
our ears when we listen to that Word of 
god. New questions will emerge but the 
great dialogue between humanity and 
god continues because god’s Word 
is not as far as we thought. He walks on 
our journey, breaking down the walls of 
sadness to penetrate deeply into our 
humanity.
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...we are encouraged, as members of god’s family, to take 
responsibility for the mission of god’s people today, and also 
to see how leadership is or needs to evolve...

a parish pastoral 
Council alive

gemma mulligan was appointed Co-
ordinator of the ossory Diocesan pastoral 
plan during the summer. the plan, put 
together over a number of years, has 
nine strands to it, two of which have to do 
with Co-responsibility for the mission of the 
Church today and re-imagining parish 
Leadership in the light of today’s realities. 
thomastown parish pastoral Council (ppC) 
wanted to start the conversation about 
planning for the future in our parish. since 
october we have only one priest among 
us and the ppC feel that Fr Dan Bollard 
our parish priest cannot be expected to 
continue with the workload of two priests. 
our ppC, therefore, invited gemma to 
speak at our November meeting and 
then at all masses in the parish across one 
weekend.

at the ppC meeting gemma described 
the strands of the Diocesan pastoral plan 
and explained that her role is to help 
support the good work that is already 
being done in parishes and to help priests 
and parishioners to adapt and make the 
changes needed so that parishes can 
continue to be vibrant faith communities 
in changing times. she then facilitated a 
lively discussion on our changing needs 
with an emphasis on how she could 
support our parish and the ppC.

as a ppC we realised that gemma came 
to encourage all of us, as members of 
god’s family, to take responsibility for 
the mission of god’s people today, and 

also as clergy become scarce to look 
to see with all the people of god, how 
leadership is or needs to evolve. We have 
agreed that this will be an item on our 
agenda at each ppC meeting for the 
foreseeable future.

in our December meeting we decided 
to invite gemma and the ossory Faith 
Development team to assist our parish 
by providing two separate courses for 
parishioners: one on leading prayers for 
a funeral (including the rosary) and a 
second one to train parishioners for a lay 
led liturgy.  

our intention is to run these courses in 
thomastown during Lent to provide 
parishioners an opportunity to 'take up' 
rather than 'give up' something for Lent. 
We hope that parishioners representing 
all four churches in the parish; the Church 
of the assumption, st Columba’s, mong 
and Chapel Hill, as well as pupils and staff 
from our parish schools st mary’s National 
school and grennan College will take 
up the opportunity that these courses will 
offer both for faith development and for 
lay leadership across our parish.

the ppC recognises gemma’s enthusiasm 
and are looking forward to participating 
in the courses to be offered here by the 
Faith Development group. exciting times 
in these changing times for the parish of 
thomastown!

sarah rice
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tomb of John macgillpatrick, his wife and son.

Writing on the tomb.

tracery on side of the tomb.
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Breda Campion

Fertagh
grangefertagh, or Fertagh, as it is 
commonly known, is situated just off 
the Johnstown to portlaoise road, 3.5km 
north of Johnstown and south of Durrow. 
it is thought to have been built in the late 
5th or early 6th century. Circumference 
at ground level is 5m. there is a defaced 
doorway 3.3m from the ground and faces 
northwest. it is believed to have been 
eight storeys high, there are five windows 
in the drum of the tower and four angle 
headed windows in the bell tower facing 
to the four compass points. if restored 
to its original condition it would be the 
highest round tower in ireland. tradition 
ascribes the erection of the tower to the 
gobain saor, the most famous of our 
ancient builders.

adjacent to the tower is the ruins of 
an old church believed to have been 
built in the 13th century and in use until 
1780. it was established by the family of 
Blanchfield for regular Canons following 
the rule of st agustine. it was raided by 
Vikings in 861 and again in 1156 by the 
High King murtagh macNeale. it houses 
the macgillpatrick Chapel in which is  
the tomb of John macgillpatrick and 
his wife. the tomb dates from the early 
16th century and was carved by rory 
o'tunney. the tomb supports a double 
effigy of macgillpatrick and his wife and 
is decorated with images of window 
tracery. the tomb has two raised letter 
inscriptions in old english characters. 
one runs down the entire length of the 
table along the edge of the chief's right 
side and the other appears on the pillow 
supporting the lady's head. the inscription 
translates to "Here lie the good Lords of 
ossory, John macgillpatrick and Brian 
his son. on whose souls may god have 
mercy. pray for Hanora, wife of Brian. 
Here lies Katherine mulloy, the Lord Brian's 
mother, who erected this tomb".

the irish name for grangefertagh is 
grainseach na Fearta, which translated 
into the grange of the grave or mound. 
st Kieran, patron of ossory, fixed his 
residence for some time at Fertagh. 
During the early part of the 19th century 
the pattern was held here on the saint's 
feast, which was observed as a holiday 
throughout Fertagh parish. an ancient 
road Bothar Ciaran or st Kieran's road 
started here and continued in a southerly 
direction, by the church of Borrisomore, 
the church of rathealy and thence to 
Callan.

Fertagh round tower
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Saint Mary's Cathedral 

St Mary’s Cathedral is the mother 
church of the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Ossory. It is situated on James’s 
Street, Kilkenny. The Cathedral was 
designed by William Deane Butler. 
The foundation stone was laid 18th 
August 1843 and the Cathedral was 
consecrated on the 4th October 1857. 
1857. 

Cathedral Café 
Good coffee-good food
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CROSSWORD

Congrats to the 
winners from the 
Ossory Times Issue 12 
competitions:

Adult Crossword: 
Breda Campion
Donoughmore
Johnstown
Co Kilkenny

Children’s 
Wordsearch, age 8-13: 
David o'Keeffe
smithstown Lr.,
thomastown
Co Kilkenny

Children’s Colouring, 
age 5-8: 
moira sherman
Castletown
Co Laois

Send your entries, with your 
name, address, email and 
mobile number, to: 
“Ossory Times Competition”, 
Ossory Adult Faith 
Development, 
St Kieran’s College, 
College Road, 
Kilkenny, 
by 15th March 2017, first 
correct entry from the hat wins!

Prize for Adult 
Crossword 
Competition

€50 Voucher
for Chapter House 

Bookshop

Prize for age 8-13 
Wordsearch 
Competition

€30 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Prize for age 5-8 
Colouring 
Competition 

€20 Voucher
for Toy Shop
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For ages 5-8 

Colouring
Competition

answers to ossory times issue 12

For ages 8-13

Wordsearch
Competition

asHes
Cities
DeptHs
eartH
eXCept
FatHer
FrieND
geNtLe
Heart

Jesus
KNoWs
LiFteD
LigHt
praise
reVeaL
siDoN
sKies
soDom

BearaBLe
BurDeN
CHiLDreN
CHooses
gLuttoN
HeaVeN
HiDDeN
HumBLe
JuDgmeNt

LearNeD
miraCLes
NeitHer
pLeasure
remaiNeD
proVeD
repeNt
siNNers
DriNKiNg

Across
2.  Counts down the days (advent Calendar)
4.  third candle lighted (pink)
5.  third candle symbolizes (joy)
8.  a tree decorated with symbols representing the stories 

of people in Jesus' family tree (Jesse tree)
9.  the primary sanctuary color of advent (purple)
10.  Lighted Christmas eve or day (white)
Down
1.  What advent means (coming)
2.  symbol of advent (advent Wreath)
3.  First candle symbolizes (hope)
6.  each candle represents this (one week)
7.  Number of outer candles on advent Wreath (four)



A time of stillness and reflection

Parish 
Evenings
in St KiEran’S CollEgE

... a chance for 
members of your 
parish to take time 
to come to pray 
together.

to book your evening please contact 
Ossory Adult Faith Development Office 

056-7753624 or email afd@ossory.ie



DEAR YOUNG PEOPLE, 
THE CHURCH EXPECTS 
GREAT THINGS
OF YOU AND YOUR 
GENEROSITY, 
DON’T BE AFRAID TO 

AIM HIGH
Pope FrancisD
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The Aim High Parish Ministry Programme 
was developed to encourage young people 
to take an active part in their Church, 
parish and community.

Aim High is open to all young people, 16 
years and over. The Award is flexible, 
non-competitive and requires an 
ongoing commitment. The programme 
is coordinated through the Parish, in 
conjunction with parish organisations, 
secondary schools and youth clubs.

Diocese of Ossory
PARISH MINISTRY PROGRAMME FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

AIM HIGH   
Contact us 086-3404730

Email: aimhigh@ossory.ie


