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Editorial
Welcome to the latest edition of the Ossory Times.
Christmas is a wonderfully special time. The
Christmas story, which we recall in these days,
highlights the fact that God so loved humanity
that he came into the world as one of us. God
became Man. The divine became human.
Arguably one of the reasons that the divine
became human is to remind us that humanity
can, with God’s help, partake in the divine. That is
to say, we see in the infant Jesus the possibilities for
our humanity. He reminds us of our great potential
and of the goal to which we are intended in
fulfilling that potential.
Our Church is changing, and the departure of
the Carmelites and the Mill Hill Fathers which we
document in this edition underlines this fact; but
our Church is also very much alive and each day
it continues to help us to express our faith. These
pages of the Ossory Times, then, remind us of
the many ways that our faith fulfils its potential
in our parishes, schools and homes: Pilgrimages,
faith lived out in our schools, faith at the heart of
our homes, a reflection on the Diocesan Forum
serving an ever-changing, and always the same,
Church and so much more, remind us of the great
life of our faith here in Ossory.
I would like to wish you and your
family a very blessed and peaceful
Christmas and New Year. As always
we hope you enjoy this publication.
Comments,
suggestions
and
contributions are most welcome
for future editions. Articles or
advertisements for upcoming events
or of recent events, can be sent to:
Ossory Adult Faith Development
St Kieran's College, College Road, Kilkenny
Tel 056 7753624
Email afd@ossory.ie
Web www.ossory.ie
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Christmas
Message
Mgr Michael Ryan
Ossory Diocesan
Administrator
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I went over to Medjugorje to pray for my family
and friends, and I ended up experiencing the
most incredibly healing week of my life.

a holy place called
Medjugorje
Ryan Nugent and Amy Dunphy

Ryan Nugent, 28/08/17
When I went to the first prayer meeting
back in September last year I didn’t know
I was going to experience one of the
best weeks of my life. Religion growing up
for me wasn’t really important to me as
I found it hard to believe there is a big
man in the sky who controls everything.
At a young age I went to Mass but never
enjoyed it as I felt it was a chore and
something I had to do every week. Time
went on I stopped going and only went
once a year at Christmastime.
In transition year one day Mam asked if I
wanted to go to Mass, I went just for the
sake of it but soon discovered the peace
it brought to me, then I continued to go
to Mass to have 40 minutes of quietness
and peace once a week.
During the summer going into 5th year
some of the lads told me about a place
in Bosnia where its mental craic and
all you do is go pray for the week, so
I immediately thought right this is the
perfect opportunity for a deadly holiday

with the lads. So after countless Friday
nights spent down in the Friary at the
Prayer meetings and all the fundraising
finished it came to a few weeks before
the trip where my Grandad had become
very ill and had to be sent into hospital.
He spent lots of weeks there and on
returning home he hadn't fully recovered
and was left with reduced mobility. So I
went out to Medjugorje with full intentions
of praying for him and the rest of my
family.
So the 31st of August came and at 2
o’clock on the Monday we set off for
a holy place called Medjugorje. When
we arrived that night we went down to
Mass, I was completely taken away by
the thousands upon thousands of people
of all ages and all walks of life here in
the middle of the mountains to pray.
Now that wasn't the only great thing I
witnessed that week, we also visited the
weeping knee, a statue of the risen christ.
It is a very powerful place and even
sitting in the area of the statue can be
very emotional.
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Sean Hickey, our seminarian, St John's
parish and Kryan O Sullivan, St Kieran's
College, Bennettsbridge deep in prayer.
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Fr Brian Griffin, St John's Parish, doing
Stations of the Cross on Cross Mountain.
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I loved the nights in Medjugorje where
we’d stay up till hours off the night
playing music and having sing songs.
One morning we woke very early to make
the hike up Cross Mountain. Joe had
previously told us that we should carry a
rock up and do it with someone in mind, I
decided if im going to do this I was going
to do it barefoot. The pathway consisted
of loose sharp stones where placing your
foot in the wrong place could result in
injury also carrying a rock the size of a
football. Going up the mountain that
morning was one of the most physically
and mentally enduring challenges I ever
faced. I remember nearly giving up at
station twelve from aches in my feet and
having absolutely no energy but I could
see the top of the white cross in the
distance which made me push on the last
leg of the climb. I finally reached the top
of the mountain, I'll never forget breaking
down on my knees crying at the top of
that mountain knowing that God had
taken all of my burdens and troubles off
my shoulders and they were left with that
rock on the top of Cross Mountain. We
returned down the mountain and later
that morning i received a call from my
mam that my grandad was much better
than before I left. This really opened my
eyes that God answers your prayers.
At the pool that day I was greeted by
Joe, I thought I was in trouble but I was
actually being asked to represent Ireland
in front of more than 50,000 young people
and 400 priests. I happily said I’d do this.
I’ll never forget walking out on the altar
carrying the Irish flag. That night I was also
interviewed on Mary TV where the Masses
were live streamed every night. Sadly the
week had come to an end and it was
time to go home. I came home having
full faith in God and knowing he is there.
I’d just like to finish by thanking Mam and
Dad for sending me to Medjugorje, to the
three priests Father Ray, Brian and Willie
who travelled and finally to Joe Malone
and David Walton and all the other
leaders who organised and looked after
us for the week.
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Amy Dunphy, August 2017.
Joe asked me to give an account of my
experience in Medjugorje, so I’ll start from
the beginning with why I went and why it
was so important for me to go.
I would always have been religious
enough when I was younger, I went to
Mass and said my prayers, it was just the
normal thing to do in my family. Then
when I was eleven, I lost my first friend,
Ronan, to cancer. And he was the
first person that I was close to that had
passed away, so it was very hard for me.
Then just over a year ago, we all lost a
wonderful girl, I lost an amazing friend,
Ciara. And this time I felt it so much more,
the shock, the pain, the anger. I was so
angry and hurt and I took it all out on
God. Then just two months later, a young
girl from my parish took her own life, and
it was awful to see my little cousin and
her friends going through the pain that
I unfortunately knew too well, so again
I was angry. And then just 3 weeks later
another girl, my age, that I knew passed
away after battling cancer. And at that
point I was just like when is this going to
end? Four young people taken from us
way before their time. And looking back
on it now I can see that I completely
distanced myself from God in the space
of three months, I was just so angry with
everything but I didn’t even notice how
bad it was at the time.
So, then I went to the first Medjugorje
meeting and I was all for it, but then
I dropped out. And the only reason I
dropped out was because I was too
scared to go away in case something
happened again. And of course, this
made me even angrier with God for
making me feel like I couldn’t even enjoy
myself in case something awful happened
to another person I love. I just thought that
it was so unfair that someone my age was
so aware of death, and always worrying
that I could lose someone at any time.
Then, at the end of June, I got offered a
place on the Medjugorje trip again and
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L-R: Ryan Nugent, St Patrick's Parish;
Patricia Buggy, Clogh Parish; Jamie
Malone, St Patrick's Parish, representing
Ireland in the closing ceremony.

this time I said I’d take it because I knew
my family needed the prayers. I didn’t
even consider that it might benefit me.
Then August came and off we went on
what turned out to be the best week of
my life. We went to Mass that first night
and I was just shocked. It was incredible
to see 50/60,000 young people at Mass, I
couldn’t believe it. The music was lovely
and even though the Mass was in Croatian
and kind of hard to follow, there was
just this really good feeling to the place.
There’s this one thing in Medjugorje that
no matter how many times I try to explain
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it, I just can’t do it justice and that was
going down at night to sit out the back
of the church, on your own, in silence, in
the dark. It’s amazing. It sounds so simple
but there’s just no way to describe how
rewarding it was to just sit there in silence,
or pray, or talk to God or even just to
think. There’s just this amazing sense of
peace and no matter how many worries
I brought down, I always felt just that bit
better after going down.
Like I said the Masses were unbelievable,
the simple things were unbelievable, but
the day that I really felt something was
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the day we climbed Cross Mountain. We
woke up at some ridiculous hour and
started walking before it got too hot,
and I’m really not a morning person at
all so you can imagine my enthusiasm.
When we got to the top however long
later, the view was beautiful, but I felt
something at the top of that mountain.
And I can’t explain what it was or how
or why I felt it, but I just knew that it was
what I needed. But I didn’t even know
that I needed anything. Like when we
picked up a rock at the bottom of the
mountain to carry either our burdens or
intentions to the top and leave them
up there at the foot of the cross, I was
carrying that rock for different family
members and for Ciara and Ronan, not
for myself. But all of a sudden, this peace
came over me and I felt a weight lift off
my shoulders. And I realised that over the
past year, without noticing, I had stopped
praying that my friends were with God, I
was just praying that they were happy
somewhere, I wasn’t even really praying,
I was just telling God that he better
have them somewhere that they can
be happy. But when I went over to the
cross to pray, I knew they were safe with
Him. And I just had this profound feeling
that my friends were safe. I really don’t
know how I’m supposed to tell you how
that felt, there is no way to describe the
relief that came over me. Because I had
been worrying that they were scared or
lonely or something, but all of a sudden,
I knew they were okay. Maybe I was just
exhausted I don’t know, but I know that
at the top of that mountain, I realised for
the first time how distant I had become
from God and how worried and broken
I had been over everything. By the time
we were ready to go back down, I had
this surreal sense of peace. I’m an anxious
person but up there I was completely at
ease and I would’ve happily stayed up
there for hours, days.
So that was the day that I really
connected with God, and from then on
it was just ten times better. Even without
the youth festival, Medjugorje itself is just
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amazing. Everything there is so special.
Simple things like going down to the
Weeping Knee, or lighting candles and
sitting in silence, even just saying the
rosary like it was all so special, there’s
no words to describe how amazing and
extraordinary Medjugorje is. But the
people as well were so lovely, it was such
good craic with the group that went out
from Kilkenny and all the music and singa-longs at night were so good and so
uplifting. We all bonded so well too. And
they weren’t just good craic, they were
so nice as well. There was people going
out on that trip that I would never have
known or even talked to, and if you were
crying they’d just come over and give
ya a hug or something and it meant so
much, just a little small gesture like that
was so comforting. The people and the
atmosphere is just amazing, it was hard
not to be in a good mood.
Like I said I went over to Medjugorje
to pray for my family and friends, and
I ended up experiencing the most
incredibly healing week of my life. I can’t
thank Joe and Jamie enough for offering
me a place even after I was adamant
that I didn’t want to go. Honestly, none of
what I’ve just said comes anywhere close
to explaining how amazing Medjugorje is
and how badly I want to go back there.
I don’t think I’ll ever find anywhere as
amazing as Medjugorje again. I really think
that everyone should get the opportunity
to experience Medjugorje and I strongly
encourage anyone who the opportunity
to go, to take it and appreciate it and
make the most of it. Because it was the
best experience of my life, it brought me
closer to God and it completely changed
me. It’s been a rough few years for me
but I have never been as happy as I am
since I came home from Medjugorje and
the only reason for that is because I know
God is there for me, and I know He’s
looking after Ciara and Ronan. I still miss
them so so much, but I know now that
they’re in safe hands and I don’t need to
worry anymore. And that’s all thanks to
God.
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Paul Clarke, Marian Fennelly

Ossory Diocese
St Joseph’s Young
Priests’ Society
As we celebrate the Birth of our Saviour, Diocesan
President of St Joseph's Young Priests' Society, Paul
Clarke, wishes all members a holy and peaceful
Christmas and along with Marian Fennelly,
Diocesan Secretary and National Vice President,
reflect here on the activities of the Society during
the past year, its continuing mission in supporting
priests and the work of promoting vocations.

At the outset we wish to acknowledge
the great support we have received from
Fr Willie Purcell, National Vocations Coordinator and Fr Kieran O’Shea Ossory
Vocations Director. It is much appreciated.
We are lucky to have them both. A word
of thanks to our diocesan committee
for all their help and support during the
year, Vice president Phil Cooke, Treasurer
Anna Rafter and a special thanks to our
secretary Marian Fennelly who has been
so professional and a tremendous help in
assisting the Diocesan President. We look
forward to continuing the good work of
our Society in 2018.
The Society has been in existence since
1895 founded by Olivia Mary Taaffe, a
woman who saw a need and worked
tirelessly to fill that need by supporting
young men who wanted to go forward
for Priesthood but could not afford it. She

page 10

certainly could relate to our time in that
she suffered great personal tragedy going
from being a very wealthy lady to being
homeless following the deaths of her
husband and son. The fact that we are still
active today proves her determination.
The Society is a voluntary lay organisation
with Branches throughout the whole of
Ireland administered by an Executive
Committee led by President John Murphy
with Central Council meetings held twice
a year where ordinary Members have a
voice. We also have an annual Congress
Retreat day for Members in each Province
with guest speakers and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament.
The Ossory Diocese is always ably
represented at all these events. During
2017 a group travelled to Maynooth
in May to meet with seminarians
whose sheer enthusiasm gave us great
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encouragement. We again had two full
buses at our Knock Pilgrimage on June
24th and forty Members attended Our
Lady’s Island Pilgrimage on Sunday July
23rd along with our Chaplain and Ossory
Vocations Director Fr Kieran O’Shea who
assisted Bishop Denis Brennan at Mass.
On Saturday 4th November we
accepted an invitation from Fr Kieran to
meet with him for Mass and Adoration
and to discuss how we can best work
together in the Diocese. It is envisaged
that Vocations Promotion will take place
in Parishes throughout the Diocese during
the coming year. A beautiful Banner is
available to use. As a Society we can
contribute to this work, raising awareness
of our society in the process. A Branch
in every Parish dedicated to praying for
Vocations to Priesthood and Religious life
would be a great option and hopefully a
dream we can realise.
Our AGM was held on November 9th at
Villa Maria, Kilkenny starting with Mass
celebrated by Fr Kieran and followed by
a well attended lively and informative
meeting facilitated by Paul our Diocesan
President. Speaking at our AGM, Fr Kieran
invited us to reflect on the current deficit
in the number of priests and vocations
and to see the situation not as a crisis
but as an opportunity to rethink and
deepen our understanding of ministry in
the Church and to reflect on the ministry
of the ordained priest today in light of the
teachings of the Second Vatican Council
and as outlined more recently by Pope
Francis. He remarked that while all the
Baptised share in the priesthood of Christ,
the ordained priest is called to be a
leader of the Christian community, which
doesn't always mean being in charge.
Sometimes we hear that today's priests
are overworked. Fr Kieran stated that
many people are overworked and priests
cannot expect to be different. However
it is important that their time and energy
is not taken up with administration alone
but with pastoral and spiritual outreach to
all sections of the community undertaken
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with the joy of the gospel and respect for
each person. In relation to the promotion
of vocations he stressed the importance
of the life of the priest in the community
in attracting others to respond to a call
to priesthood. He asked the question
‘what do young people see? Do they
experience the ministry of their local
priest as a valuable contribution to the
community, do the sense the truly radical
Good News of Jesus Christ through the
life & witness of the priest?’ He also stated
that there was need for new beginnings,
a need to once again sow the seeds of
faith in a language that young people
can understand before we can expect
them to even recognise that they are
being called to serve in the church. He
complimented the Society and especially
grandparents in how they do this so well.
2017 also provided an opportunity to
renew our celebration of forty hours of
adoration for vocations traditionally held
on the Feast of Christ the King. This year in
conjunction with the Diocesan Vocations
Office we invited every Parish to host
one Hour of Adoration for Vocations thus
having 40hours + 2 covered with many
more people having an opportunity to
be involved.
Finally a total of €772,842.00 was spent
by the Society on the education of 94
Irish & 570 foreign Students for Priesthood
in the financial year 2016-2017 thanks
to the dedication of ordinary people
working quietly around the country. An
achievement to be proud of so well
done and remember Masses are said
every day for your intentions and those
of our Benefactors living and deceased.
Archbishop Eamon Martin remarked that
we work ‘under the radar’ perhaps it’s
now time to work over the Radar?
If you would like to know more about the
work of St Joseph's Young Priest' Society
or may be interested in starting a branch
in your parish contact Paul 086 2523534 or
Marian 086 0693510
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The first “Messenger of the Sacred Heart” was a magazine which was published
in 1861. Soon there were imitations in other countries but it was not until 1888 that
Ireland had an equivalent magazine which was the inspiration of Father James
Cullen, a Jesuit. Ireland was consecrated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus in1873 and
the Apostleship of Prayer was established here as early as 1863. But it grew slowly in
a country where the Land War, Home Rule and emigration were the most important
issues at the time. Father Cullen spent most of his Jesuit life in Dublin which was then
a city where one-third of the people lived in appalling slums. However, the faith
of the Irish Catholics was so strong that it astonished visitors and the
strong response of the people to idealism was shown
in the rapid growth of the Gaelic
Athletic Association which
was founded in Thurles,
County Tipperary, in 1884.

FATHER JAMES CULLEN
A native of New Ross, in
County Wexford, Father
James Cullen was born
on October 20, 1841.
He was educated by
the Jesuits at Clongowes
Wood College, in County
Kildare, but he had resisted
the call to enter the Order
which he knew so well. He
was ordained for the Diocese
of Ferns in 1864, when he was
23 years old. Having proved
himself as a tireless giver of
parish missions and a strong
promoter of temperance, he
finally became a Jesuit in 1881.
ENERGETIC ORGAINSER
Father Cullen was described
as “a reliable rather than a
brilliant preacher”, but he was an
energetic organiser. Appointed the
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Ray Cleere

"THE SACRED HEART
MESSENGER"
130 years in print

first Director of the Apostleship of Prayer
in Ireland in 1887, he discovered that in 24
years it had only grown to 193 branches.
Something needed to be done if the
work was to flourish.
Father Cullen, who was usually seen with
a pen in his mouth and whose unique
filing system consisted in leaving letters
which needed to be posted on the floor
between his desk and his office door,
was the presiding genius in number 5,
Great Denmark Street. It was a house
beside Belvedere College, which was
bought by the Jesuits in 1880 and
which soon became the centre of the
growing “Messenger” apostolate. Father
Cullen approached the then Superior
of Belvedere College for permission to
found an “Irish Messenger”. According to
legend, not only was he given permission,
he was also given a small room and a one
pound note. From that uncompromising
start, Father Cullen set about gathering

material for his magazine and the first
issue of “The Sacred Heart Messenger”
was published 130 years ago on January
6, 1888. Another Jesuit was Secretary of
the work, but that position was filled by
so many priests in rapid succession that
none made an impact. There was a lay
staff of six, one of whom, Michael Freney,
arrived in 1902 and stayed for 60 years.
AIM
Father James Cullen was generous in
his encouragement of any other worthy
cause but his aim was always the
promotion of devotion to the Sacred
Heart. He promoted the Nine First Fridays,
the Holy Hour, Perpetual Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament and other forms of
prayer, and thus helped to change the
face of Irish Catholicism. He used “The
Sacred Heart Messenger” to encourage
the Sodality of Our Lady, but later founded
the “Madonna” magazine especially for
that purpose. His other important legacy
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was the founding of the Pioneer Total
Abstinence Association of the Sacred
Heart. It was probably the enormous
burden of work which he had undertaken
that persuaded Father Cullen’s superiors
that it was time to transfer him from “The
Sacred Heart Messenger” to Gardiner
Street and he made the move in 1904
when the magazine’s circulation had
risen to 73,000 copies per month. Father
Cullen, who was surely one of the most
remarkable and influential Irishmen of his
time, worked on many other projects in
Gardiner Street until his death, aged 80,
on December 6, 1921. But he missed “The
Sacred Heart Messenger” so much that
he never once returned to visit the office.
TESTAMENT
Back in 1888 “The Sacred Heart
Messenger” cost one penny to buy or
one shilling for the year. In 2018, 130 years
later, it remains one of the biggest selling
publications in Ireland. It was a magazine
for many well-known writers over the years.
Writers such as Edna O’Brien and Sean
O’Casey have referred to it in literature,
which plays testament to the place it
holds in Irish culture and heritage. Many
well-known writers have contributed to
“The Sacred Heart Messenger”, including
the former President Mary McAleese,
Bishop Brendan Leahy, theologians Fr Paul
Gallagher S.J., Fr Jim Corkery S.J., Fr Gerry
O’Hanlon S.J., and the educationalist
and psychologist Fr Paul Andrews S.J. who
has contributed over 300 articles. It has
its own in-house publishing facilities, and
publishes titles by authors such as Jesuits
Fr Tom Morrissey S.J., Fr Brian O’Leary S.J.,
Fr Brian Grogan S.J., Fr Finbarr Lynch S.J.,
and Fr Donal Neary S.J. Cookery and
gardening experts Marie McGuirk and
Helen Dillon also contribute to the variety
of the content. A large number of regulars
also contribute on their particular topics.
MARKET
“The Sacred Heart Messenger” topped
a market which was not reached by any
previous religious magazine. British Rule
in Ireland, despite its many defects, had
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increased the literacy of the population,
so, unlike many other parts of Europe,
most people could read. The decline of
the rise of the Irish language meant that
many people could only read English, but
they were eager to read and would buy
something expensive. “The Sacred Heart
Messenger” was cheap. It appeared with
the red cover which was its trade mark
and which could leave a red stain on the
hands of the unwary. It was well written,
had articles on all sorts of subjects and
established an immediate rapport with its
readers by printing many of their letters.
It is the biggest selling religious magazine
in Ireland. It survived the 1916 Easter
Rising, the two World Wars, the War of
Independence and all the recessions in
between. It is the only religious magazine
which was published continuously in
three centuries. It was 30 years old when
the First World War ended an Armistice
Day, November 11, 1918, almost 100
years ago.
250,000 COPIES
In the mid twentieth century, “The Sacred
Heart Messenger” recorded peak sales
of 250,000 copies. Currently it has a
circulation of 120,000 copies per month.
Most readers are in Ireland, but substantial
numbers are also to be found in Britain,
the United States, Canada, Australia,
Africa and the Far East. It would probably
be true to say that wherever the Irish went,
whether as missionaries or as economic
migrants, they brought “The Sacred Heart
Messenger” with them. It receives over
50,000 letters every year, from all corners
of the world, many of them testifying to
God’s personal help and protection. As
it celebrates 130 years in print and in a
world where it is mostly bad news which
dominates the headlines, “The Sacred
Heart Messenger” is a healthy reminder
that goodness continues to triumph in the
human spirit.
Messenger Publications, 37 Lower Leeson Street,
Dublin 2, Ireland. Phone No: 01-6767491 E-mail:
sales@messenger.ie
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Gemma Mulligan, Ossory Diocesan Pastoral Plan Co-Ordinator
and Rev Dr Eamonn Fitzgibbon at the recent PPC Day.

OSSORY ADULT FAITH DEVELOPMENT
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL DAY
2nd December 2017
A recent morning
of
reflection
was
held at St Kieran's
College, on the role
and importance of
Pastoral Councils in
the life of the parishes
of our diocese, led
by Rev Dr Eamonn
Fitzgibbon and Dr
Salvador Ryan. The
morning
was
an
opportunity for all
the Councils of our
Diocese to come
together to reflect on
their work in parishes,
now shaped by the
vision of Pope Francis,
and to share ideas/
plans for the year
ahead.
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Photographs courtesy Harry Reid, harryreid@live.ie
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May many young men come to hear the
call of the Lord to join the Carmelites

Great memories
Fr Lar Lynch O. Carm.
On 29th February 2008 – the extra day of
that leap year – I took up residence in the
Carmelite friary, Knocktopher, which was
to be my home for the next 10 years. The
people of Knocktopher, Ballyhale and
Knockmoylan made me feel at home
from day one. I will share with you a few
random impressions and memories from
what were some of the happiest years of
my life.
I have vivid memories of people from the
surrounding countryside who faithfully
attended daily mass every day of the
week. Carmelites aspire to be praying
communities in the midst of the people.
Some such daily worshipers were in truth
more Carmelite than the Carmelites
themselves. We saw them as being very
much part of our family. What surprises
me is that almost 70 years have gone
by without a vocation to our order from
Knocktopher and surrounding districts.
However I have very happy memories of
Carmelites from the locality over the years,
including Frs. Peter O’Dwyer, Michael
Carroll, David deLoughrey, Lawrence
Walsh and Anthony (Norbert) Heaslip.
I particularly liked the 11 o’clock mass
on Sundays, the choir, the organ music,
but I liked it especially for the number
of young parents present, with their little
ones – hands devoutly crossed on their
chests and waiting for a blessing – as

their parents came forward to receive
Holy Communion. I would think to myself
- these little ones are the parents, the
priests and the Carmelites of tomorrow.
And I offered many a silent prayer as I
gave them a blessing.
We are deeply grateful that the church
bells continue to ring out on Sunday
mornings calling the faithful to public
worship in their beloved Carmelite
church, thanks to the services of Fr Sean
O’Connor, a priest of the Ossory Diocese.
We pray that, God willing, sometime in
the future there will be a vibrant Carmelite
community available once again to serve
the local people.

Fr Bernard Murphy, O. Carm.
I arrived at the Friary, Knockktopher in
August 2003. It was a short first visit. I was
just dropping off the remainder of my
worldly possessions before going on a
short break to Kerry. Knocktopher was my
first appointment to a rural community.
I was looking forward to it. There were
plans to rebuild the Friary house and there
was a good feeling about being part of
that. The old house certainly needed to
be refurbished. It was a good time to be
there.
Once I settled into the area I found it
was very pleasant. A great change from
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Dublin. The three churches of Ballyhale,
Knockmoylan and Knocktopher all
provided their own uniqueness and
ease. It was a pleasure to meet with the
different communities who were joined
in sport as the Ballyhale Shamrocks. A
hurling team with a proud tradition.
Hurling wasn’t a game I was used to
but I always enjoyed the meetings for
the Carmelites/Shamrocks Lotto draw
every Monday evening. These gatherings
helped me to settle in and to understand
the importance of the Club to the area.
The Friary and the Carmelites were an
intricate part of the local life.
Some of my fondest memories of my
time there were my visits to the local Post
Office where Mary Aylward made me
very welcome. Her help was invaluable.
It was with sadness that I learned of her
terminal illness. It was my privilege to be
part of her life at that time and to minister
up to the time of her death. Mary, a Kerry
woman, knew the people of the area
and served the community well. I learned
a lot from the short time I knew her,
particularly about accepting people and
being accepted by them. All of which
stood me in good stead during my time in
Knocktopher.
I shall always be grateful to the
communities of Knocktopher, Ballyhale
and Knockmoylan for their warmth and
friendship. They are remembered with
affection and prayer.

Fr Peter Kehoe O. Carm.
In 2000, I was appointed by the Prior
Provincial as Prior of Knocktopher and
Parish Priest of the Parish of Ballyhale and
Knockmoylan. It was an appointment
that was to make me most happy,
following in the footsteps of my great
grand uncle Fr William Albert Blanchfield
O.Carm, Gowran. Even though I am an
inner city Dublin boy, Kilkenny was always
my second home as I spent many long
summers on the family farm and returning
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to Knocktopher felt as if I was at home.
The community of Knocktopher, Ballyhale
and Knockmoylan have fond memories
of Carmelites long gone to the Lord some
good, some not so good but it takes all
sort to proclaim the Gospel Message.
In my twelve years as member of the
Carmelite Community, I was fortunate
to have made many friends and felt the
support of the people and to have a good
Parish Council and Finance Committee
who took on projects i.e. the new wall in
the graveyard at the Parish Church, the
building of new graveyard built on an
October Bank Holiday weekend with all
the blocklayers in the Parish donating their
services. The formation of the Ballyhale
Voluntary Housing Association of which
I was a member, will be an enterprise
that is serving the local community and
I am in no doubt that it has saved lives,
in giving a comfortable and affordable
accommodation to the elderly and
vulnerable in the community and
creating a community in its self. We have
had happy times, the Shamrocks bringing
home the Cup, the joy of celebrating
baptisms and weddings and the sadness
of saying good bye to neighbours and
friends. On Sunday of the Solemnity of Jesus
Christ, Universal King, we as Carmelites
celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving and
Farewell, after that Mass we joined the
congregation for refreshments in the Friary
Hall. It was occasion to reminisce and
meet old friends. Catherine Anne Malone
who lost her brother Sean and his pal
Martin Duggan on 23rd December 2011
in a road traffic accident came over to
me and said “thanks for all that you done
for us”. For me that was a great present,
it is something that we priests don’t often
hear. We Carmelites left Knocktopher
by visiting the Abbey Cemetery where
we recited a decade of the rosary and
recited the Hail Holy Queen and the
singing of our Carmelite Anthem “Flos
Carmeli”- Flower of Carmel in memory of
departed Carmelites. May many young
men come to hear the call of the Lord to
join the Carmelites
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Life propels us forward building upon the foundations of
the past, learning from the experience of yesterday and
freeing us to shape and mould life in the here and now.

New wine,
new wineskins
Richard Scriven

The church as we have known it over the
past decades has been at the heart of
every community. The local parish church
building stood at the heart of nearly every
village or town in our diocese; often it
commanded a significant position in the
village square, high over the main street
or a prominent place in the midst of the
local community. Smaller ‘out’ churches
were also hugely significant to the fabric
of rural Ireland: locally churches such
as Knockmoylan, Kilinaspic, Clodiagh
or Mullinarrigle, while not surrounded
by a great population, still defined
communities. The local parish was the
provider of education, took care of the
sick, gave help to those in need and often
was the place where all politics (local
and national) was discussed. The parish
was the heart and soul of the community:
in fact, the parish was the community.
Feast days and celebrations were the
holidays and celebrations of the whole
community. Sacraments marked the
faith journey of the individual while their
celebrations often defined the rhythm of
community life. What could be generally
defined as private family celebrations
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often had a communal aspect. Baptisms
marked a new generation in a family unit
and new arrivals always were a source
of great joy in the local townsland.
First Communions were significant for
parents and grandparents but were also
shared by many in the local shop and
hall. Confirmation marked the transition
from primary to secondary school while
the visit of the bishop was a major local
event. Weddings were family occasions
but celebrated by neighbours and
friends. Funerals were for personal loss
but also a ritual for the wider population
to mark the passing of one of their own.
Graveyard ‘pattern’ Masses and the
blessing of the graves drew home the
diaspora and generations greeted one
another at a grave side while at the
same time friendships between families
were revisited.
However, in the past twenty years or more
something has happened in the life of the
local parish. Walking and athletic clubs,
the ICA, GAA and Camogie Clubs, groups
for wellbeing and mindfulness, scouts
and cubs now provide the communal
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contexts for meeting and interacting
with our neighbours. While the church
building still occupies a central location
in the community, the life of the parish
and the life of the local community are
no longer so synonymous. Safe to say the
parish is no longer community, it is only
one facet of what makes up the fabric of
life as we now know it.
I entered St Kieran’s College in 1978
as a student for the Diocese of Ossory
accepted by Bishop Birch and welcomed
by Mgr Tommy Maher. Mgr Maher asked
me if I would like to teach and, to my
negative reply, he told me not to bother
going to Maynooth or I would be teaching
for twenty years. There were 49 students
and over 16 priests in the college during
my six years that led me to ordination in
August 1984. Despite Mgr Maher’s logic
back in 1978, after a sojourn of two years
in England, I returned as a member of
staff in 1986 joining a team of 15 priests.
Many of us in those halcyon days were
under 45 years of age and many of us
less than 20 years ordained – five of us less
than 6 years in ministry. Within 10 years the
seminary training was suspended and in
another 10 years the boarding school
was closed. From a staff of over 15 priests
in 1986 there remained two priests in the
college in 2004.
Parallel to this were changes in the
diocese at parochial and deanery
level. Annually there were two general
conferences of all the priests of the
diocese that caused traffic chaos within
the walls of the College and evoked
many the comment from the boarders on
the range of new cars and in particular
those which were on the big side. By
2004 the traffic impact of these meeting
was less and the choice of car more
sober! And the changes continued.
Now nearly 15 years later we have been
talking about clustering or grouping of
parishes, parish, deanery and diocesan
pastoral councils, the need to plan for
the future, restructuring and realignment
of Mass times in neighbouring parishes.
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We have a few parishes with no resident
Parish Priest and most parishes are now
serviced by one priest.
Many studies have been undertaken to
examine why these changes have taken
place and to seek the genesis of this
change that seemed to happen right
beneath our feet without us really being
aware of it happening. These studies may
be useful but wherever we have come
from history tells us that we never go back.
Life propels us forward building upon the
foundations of the past, learning from the
experience of yesterday and freeing us
to shape and mould life in the here and
now.
And so we embrace a new future. It will
not be what it was in the past. Parish
Pastoral Councils have been in place
for nearly 20 years. They are still evolving
slowing and feeling their way into the
future. There is a learning curve for
parishes and parishioners of dealing with
the new reality; it is also a steep learning
curve for most of us priests. While ‘used
to’ and ‘always’ will inform us how things
were done in the past such knowledge
will not really help us in the future. Positions
of ‘How we always did things’ and ‘we
used to do it this way’ will be challenged
by having to rethink the reality of parish,
the administration of the sacraments, the
organising of life in a parish, the very life
of parish itself.
Central to this is the Deanery Pastoral
Council which is part of the Diocesan
Pastoral Council. The new Councils
starting at this time will be an important
part of how we plan for the future. Rome
wasn’t built in a day. This will take time.
It will take guidance by the Holy Spirit. It
will take a few risks. It isn’t going to be
what it was. There needs to be continuity
but there also needs to be change. The
meetings and deliberations that begin
now with these new councils will be part
of this. Despite everything the parish
still remains the place of gathering and
where the majority of people experience
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church; how we are to be parish is the
challenge and work of the new councils.
The new deanery councils will serve the
parishes of their area enabling them to
continue to provide education, to look
after the sick and to be at the heart and
soul of every community celebrating the
sacraments at key moments in people’s
lives. The church still has a role in the
market place and we may need to reimagine the very nature of parish and
being and with the help of the Good
Shepherd have the strength and courage
to put our nets back out into the deep
though we have fished all night and
caught nothing.
When asked to write this short article I
dusted down some of the books on my
bookshelf that were published in the
1980s. It is encouraging to see that the
questions that we now address, the reality
that we are living and the challenges
which may appear a bit daunting are not
new questions, realities or challenges.

“

Not everyone nowadays goes to
Mass. Not everyone who knows sin is
prepared to recognise it. Human life
is a that bit more expendable that it
once was. (Archbishop Joe Cassidy,
Maynooth 1980).
One of the great challenges to
teachers and preachers in the
church in every age is to express
truths in contemporary language,
relating these truths to contemporary
experience (Enda Lyons, 1986).
An erosion of faith is taking place
and religion forms a diminishing
role in the lives of many people…
the religious segment of life gets
smaller by the day…religious art and
emblems are less often seen in our
homes…there’s little or no place for
mystery and no sense of the sacred
(Bishop John Kirby, The Furrow 1989).

”

Take Heart! This is not a new challenge
but one that needs a new language.
New wine, new wineskins.
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Some of the Clara Aim High group preparing
for the Youth Mass with Fr Willie Purcell
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AIM HIGH with
Clara Parish
Noreen Brennan

This year in Clara we have eight
members in our Aim High group. Under
the leadership of Fr Willie Purcell and the
parish co-ordinator we have met twice
to talk about what ways we would like
to be involved in the parish of Clara/
Castlewarren.

What's next?
Friday 22nd we
will

at

the Tholsel at
four o clock
and
the

Sunday the 10th of December saw the
group put on a Youth Mass where the
congregation were presented with fresh
thoughts and faces doing the Mass
introduction, readings, prayers and
reflections.

meet

to

invite
public
light

candle

a
at

the

Town Hall crib. After that, Christmas
involvement in our own ceremonies
and further discussions and plans to
fundraise/participate/ organise events

After Mass the public were invited to
purchase our 2017 Christmas card.
This was created from a collection of
photos taken by group members in the
locality. Profits from our cards will go to
providing Christmas dinners to locally
disadvantaged people.

and activities that might be of interest
to some or all of the group. Helping with
the Lourdes pilgrimage, going to Taize in
June, having our very own Clara Camino
are just some of the ideas that have been
broached already. 2018 HERE WE COME!!
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I do like the many sights, sounds
and activities associated with
Christmas.
I enjoy this time of year too.

Give me
a crash
course in...
Catholic
Social
Teaching
Michael Shortall

Gift-giving, carol-singing and
charity-donating.
Yes, it is a time when we take the
opportunity to think of others by
giving to charities. Traditionally,
it is called one of “the corporal
works
of
mercy.”
Giving
generously, is one of “the chief
witnesses to fraternal charity: it is
also a work of justice pleasing to
God.” (Catechism of the Catholic
Church, para. 244)
Sometimes I am left thinking if
charity-giving is enough.
In what way?
The good work that many charities
do are often fixing problems that
seem to go deeper. As vital and
important as that is, what about
the social problems themselves?
What would the Church say about
them?
Charity-giving is a necessary
virtue to the Christian life. But
concern for our neighbour must
also include a sense of justice.
Justice requires that we try to
understand our world and work to
change it. To help guide us in this,
the Catholic tradition offers a rich
resource for thinking through our
social problems.
I wasn’t aware of that!
Yes, it has been called the

MORALITY MATTERS
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Church’s best kept secret. The Church
does not offer a plan or blueprint to
fix the world. Rather it offers a set of
principles that can guide us. Catholic
Social Teaching is all “the principles,
concepts, ideas, theories, and doctrines
that deal with human life and society as
it has evolved over time since the days
of the early church.”1 The responsibility
belongs to all of us to work in every
generation to create a better society
for everyone – especially those in need.
If the Church has been around for 2,000
years, that sounds like a lot! Can it be
distilled into a number of key principles?
In fact, there are a number of central
principles to guide us. I won’t have time
to go through them today. But let us
begin with a few and then return to the
rest in the future.
How about begin with the idea of
justice?
Justice is defined the Catechism of the
Catholic Church (para 1807) as “the
constant and firm will to give their due
to God and neighbour.” Justice and
charity are therefore both acts of giving.
As ways in which we give, they are both
ways in which we love our neighbour,
for as Pope Benedict has observed,
love is giving freely, unconditionally and
faithfully. (Caritas in Veritate, para 34)
There are two principles that try to make
this a little more real: solidarity and the
common good.
Begin with Solidarity.
Solidarity is a naming the responsibility
to commit ourselves to the wellbeing
of the church. Pope Saint John Paul II
said that it was more than " a feeling of
vague compassion or shallow distress
at the misfortunes of so many people,
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both near and far. On the contrary, it is
a firm and persevering determination to
commit oneself to the common good;
that is to say to the good of all and of
each individual, because we are all
really responsible for all." (Sollicitudo Rei
Socialis, para 38)
You referred to the common good?
The common good comprises “the
sum total of social conditions which
allow people, either as groups or as
individuals, to reach their fulfilment
more fully and more easily” (Gaudium
et Spes, para 26).
So the main aim of justice is the creation
of a society that allows people every
chance to be fulfilled.
Spot on! For example, in the current
homeless crisis, justice requires that
we do more than simply provide food
or temporary accommodation. As
important they are, we must work to
create the conditions (common good)
that allows everyone what they need to
live life to the full. At the minimum, that
includes a home! A society that falls
short in this is being unjust.
Couldn’t agree more! One last question:
What are the Latin phrases?
They are the names of documents
written by Popes. Since a document
called Rerum Novarum by Pope Leo XIII
in 1891, they help make up the tradition
of Catholic Social Teaching. I will outline
some more of the principles the next
time.
In the meantime, a happy Christmas to
all the readers of the Ossory Times. May
it be a safe and blessed time for you
and your family.
Daniel Groody, Globalization, Spirituality and
Justice (Orbis Books, 2015)

1
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Mill Hill Missionaries
move from Kilkenny
As Mill Hill Missionaries, our mission is the
story of God at work in building community
and reaching out to others. We will faithfully
continue to do this in the future with St
Philip O’Halloran
Joseph as our patron and protector.
A few months ago I was listening to the
radio while driving from Dublin to Kilkenny.
Paul Young was singing “wherever I lay
my hat, that’s my home” and it got me
thinking. I was heading to a third bed
in the space of a little over a week. I
reflected on the mobile nature of our
Missionaries and reminisced on the many
times I have moved and made home in
different places. This is the way it is for all
missionaries. Now the Mill Hill Members
who lived and worked in Kilkenny have
moved to Dublin.
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In Freshford and then Kilkenny City
Mill Hill found its Irish home in the Diocese
of Ossory when welcomed and allowed
to open St Joseph’s College Freshford in
1932. Since then the people of Kilkenny
have been very supportive of Mill Hill
and the diocesan priests have been
welcoming and friends to so many of
our missionaries. From its first issue in
1935 St Joseph’s Advocate, which was
sent out from Freshford, brought into
homes around the country news from
our missionaries in Cameroon, Pakistan,
Congo, India, Falkland Islands, Uganda,
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sending out St Joseph’s Advocate to
all corners of Ireland, promoting an
awareness of mission and raising funds.
A monthly mass to St Joseph built up
a following on the first Wednesday of
each month and the annual novena
to St Joseph in March was always well
attended. The Medjugore group and the
Marian Movement, the Legion of Mary,
Al-Anon and others have made use
of the facilities on a weekly or monthly
basis. Over the years, our priests have
been helping with Masses in parishes and
convents.
Moving House but mission work
goes on
It was with heavy hearts that we made
a decision to close the Kilkenny house
and move the Organising department,
including St Joseph’s Advocate, to
Dublin. It brings an end to 85 years of
Mill Hill’s presence in Ossory Diocese. It is
personally sad for me as a Kilkenny man
to have to oversee this. Looking through
files of letters brings home to me how
much support we have had and still have
in Kilkenny and around the country.
St Joseph’s Advocate will continue to
go out from St Joseph’s House in Dublin
– its third home; for those who write it is
a change of address and for those who
phone it will be a new number. Sadly, for
those who dropped by in Kilkenny “to see
a priest” it is a longer trip!
Borneo, Kenya, Malaysia, the Philippines
and New Zealand. The stories of Mill Hill
Missionaries in these far-flung places were
read and commented on. Some 21,000
copies of the magazine still find their way
into homes across Ireland three times a
year and there is a calendar sent with the
Christmas Issue.
Our presence in Kilkenny continued
after leaving Freshford in 1989 when we
purchased the former convent of the
Sisters of Charity on the Waterford Road in
Kilkenny city. This has been our organising
base for over 28 years. We have been

I thank all of you our supporters very much.
You continue to assist our missionaries,
especially the nearly 100 African and
Asian Mill Hill Missionaries working across
the world. St Joseph’s Advocate has
been telling some of their stories and
some of the funds raised are sent to
them for various projects. Last year your
donations contributed substantially to
supporting those affected by famine in
Kotido, Uganda. And in so many places
in Africa and Asia, your donations have
helped with building chapels, parish
houses, water projects, a youth training
centre, Parish Centres, put in solar lighting,
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The last Kilkenny House residents.

buy musical instruments, generators, pay
school fees for children, give money for
much needed medicine, and so much
more by way of help for needy families.
The people and priests of Ossory Diocese
are all part of our story and history. Our
staff who have been with us for many
years deserve special mention. They
were the first voice on the phone or the
first face you met at the door. Thank
you to them for many years of faithful
service. As Mill Hill Missionaries, our mission
is the story of God at work in building
community and reaching out to others.
We will faithfully continue to do this in the
future with St Joseph as our patron and
protector. Be assured of remembrance in
our prayers and Masses in our new home
in Dublin:
Mill Hill Missionaries, 50 Orwell Park,
Rathgar, Dublin D06 C535. Phone: 01-412
7707 and email: organisingmhm@gmail.
com
(Fr Philip O'Halloran, mhm, is from Callan
and is Regional Superior of Mill Hill in
Ireland)
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CANON LAW MATTERS
Prayer of thanksgiving and intersession is at the very heart of our lives as
Christians and especially our friendship with Christ. In the Catholic tradition
having Mass offered for a particular person or intention is an especially valued
expression of our charity and faith. Mass cards remain very popular in Ireland.
Not every Catholic majority country has this custom. Irish Catholics send Mass
cards to the bereaved and the sick, to newly-weds, those celebrating birthdays,
anniversaries of marriage or ordination or preparing for examinations etc.
Sending a Mass card to a person is a statement that we have arranged to have
Mass offered for that person’s intentions. It is a beautiful expression of our love
and concern for the person concerned. Nevertheless, every Mass is offered
for all Christ’s sisters and brothers. Mass is never offered for one intention to the
exclusion of all else. Each Mass is offered for all people, especially those in need.

>>>>>>>

It is beautiful to personally
bring the intention in your
heart to the altar.
Albert McDonnell

Mass Offerings
page 30
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Mass cards are an area where the spiritual
and monetary overlap. As a result, not
every Catholic or every priest is entirely
comfortable with the practise. To respond to
these concerns, the Church in Ireland and
throughout the world has developed detailed
rules to regulate Mass cards and Mass
offerings. The benefits of having Mass offered
for a person or intension are entirely spiritual.
However, history shows us that there is always
the danger that spirituality can be exploited in
an unworthy fashion.
The custom of making a donation to the priest
who celebrates the Mass is well established.
In 2010, the Irish Bishops issued a statement on
Mass offerings which reminded us that:
The practice of giving an offering dates
back to the early Church when the faithful
brought bread and wine for the Mass and
other gifts for the support of the priest and
for the poor. Nowadays a Mass offering
is a way for the donor to join him/herself
to the sacrifice of the Mass; it unites the
donor closely with the life and apostolic
activity of the Church, the Body of Christ,
as the offering becomes a form of material
support for the Church’s ministers and
pastoral life. The Mass must never be
an occasion for ‘buying and selling’ or
‘making money’, nor should there be even
the slightest appearance of making a profit
from Mass offerings.
The Irish Bishops’ 2010 statement was inspired
by the Church’s 1983 code of canon law and
other Roman documents. The Bishops stress
the spiritual aspect of having Mass offered
for a particular person and his/her intentions.
They reminded priests that accepting an
offering for a Mass includes the obligation,
in justice, to offer a separate Mass for that
intension. While the Bishops of a province
propose a recommended Mass offering
(usually €10 in Ireland), the donor may choose
to make a greater or lesser offering. A priest
may only keep one Mass offering per day. If
for pastoral reasons, he celebrates more than
one Mass per day for which he has accepted
an offering, the second or third offering must
be used for charity, as directed by the Bishop
of the place. A priest is required to offer
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Mass within a year of accepting the offering.
He must carefully record the intention, the
offering accepted and when the Mass was
celebrated. If a priest receives more intentions
than he can celebrate within a year, he must
transfer the surplus intentions to another
priest. Often these offerings provide valuable
support to priests in poor or mission areas. A
priest is not obliged to accept a Mass offering
The Church regards single intention Masses as
the norm. However, ‘multi-intentional’ Masses
can be celebrated by way of exception.
The Church has attached conditions to this
concession:
• the donor must consent freely;
• the place, date and time for this Mass
should be indicated publicly and such
Masses may not be celebrated any more
than two days weekly in any church;
• the priest must not keep any more than
the specified diocesan offering, and must
transfer any additional amount to charity.
As part of their desire to stress the spiritual
over the financial, the Irish Bishops prohibit
the ‘sale’ of signed Mass cards in shops.
The 2009 Irish Charities Act supports this
regulation by directing that the ‘sale’ of
Mass cards requires permission from a
Bishop or Religious Superior. This permission
has not been given in Ireland. The Bishops
suggest that the best way to arrange to
have a Mass celebrated for a particular
intention is to buy an unsigned Mass card
and have it signed at a Church or by
a priest you know. Many parishes have
offices which help in this regard.
The Bishops encourage the donor, where
possible, to attend and participate in the
Mass. It is beautiful to personally bring the
intention in your heart to the altar. They also
recommend that the intention for which the
Mass is being especially offered is mentioned
in the Prayer of the Faithful.
The Eucharist is the source and summit of our
Christian life, the foretaste and promise of
eternal life with Christ. May our hearts always
be open to the love and grace it offers.
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Patrick Treacy

Contemplation and
Vocation
we need to make the space
to see and to listen within to
how we are to respond...

In his novella, The Little Prince, Antoine de
Saint-Exupéry wrote:
“Now here is my secret. It is very simple.
It is only with one’s heart that one can
see clearly. What is essential is invisible
to the eye”.
How does one see with one’s heart?
Recently, in Kilkenny, two films have been
showing which are all about seeing with the
heart. The first is Paddington 2. Ostensibly,
this is a beautiful movie for children about
an adorable bear. As the story progresses
though, it becomes increasingly clear that
Paddington Bear is all heart. He is heart.
He brings warmth and softness to every
relationship in which he is involved. He
evokes loving kindness in others. He is an
exemplar of what it means to live from
one’s heart, to be wholehearted.
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The second movie is Wonder, the screen
adaptation of the novel of R. J. Palacio
with the same name. Again, this film is
a beautiful interweaving of relationships
between a family and friends which
are continuously expressive of the heart
level. The novel makes a central point
which is diluted somewhat though in the
film. It is that the heart expresses itself in
the simplicity and purity of acts of loving
kindness and that it is through seeing
kindness expressed in the faces of others
that we see the face of God.
To see with the heart requires us to stop
and consciously reflect upon these
moments, to see them for what they are –
moments when God becomes incarnate
in the routine of daily life through acts of
loving kindness. This is what contemplation
is. It is the making of space to see the
incarnation of the love of God in acts of
human kindness. The earthly life of Jesus
Christ is then understood as the act of
loving kindness, as the complete and
all-sufficient incarnation of God’s loving
kindness in human form. Jesus is the
ultimate expression of loving kindness,
to the utmost extent, in the opening of
His arms and, in turn, His heart, upon the
Cross.
When we make the space to see these
moments of loving kindness in our daily
lives, we are then called to respond to
them, to act with loving kindness. It is
through continuous acts of loving kindness
that one’s vocation, one’s unique calling
from God, becomes unfolded in the
unique drama of one’s life. For this to
happen, we need to make the space
to see and to listen within to how we
are to respond. This is a spiritual practice
of prayer which is contemplative and
vocational.
Integritas is a domestic centre of
Christian spirituality situated at the home
of Linda Rainsberry and Patrick Treacy at
Ennisnag, Stoneyford, County Kilkenny
(www.integritas.ie). On each Thursday
night, at 8.00 p.m., there are sessions of
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prayer held there entitled Contemplation
and Vocation. On the first Thursday of
each month, the session is a facilitated
discussion about a spiritual theme that
relates to the content of the evenings of
prayer. The first session in the New Year is
on the 4th of January 2018.
The evenings of prayer are based on
the twin pillars of contemplation and
vocation, of seeing from the heart
and of then discerning how to respond
wholeheartedly to what is being seen.
The central point of the evening comes
after the reading of a passage from the
Gospel. There follows thereafter a period
of silence. When the silence ends, there
is then a period of reflection to put words
upon what has emerged from the heart,
to name what has been seen and to
listen to how one is called to respond.
In this way, these evenings attempt to
respond to the advice of Pope Francis in
Evangelii Gaudium that:
“… without prayer all our activity
risks being fruitless and our message
empty.
Jesus
wants
evangelisers
who
proclaim the good news not only
with words, but above all by a life
transfigured by God’s presence.”
(EG 259)
These evenings of prayer follow a
pattern of spiritual themes which are in
accordance with the liturgical calendar
and the nature of the seasons. These
themes are explained in a booklet for
each participant to use during the
evening and to take home thereafter if
one wishes.
Linda Rainsberry or Patrick Treacy can
be contacted in relation to any queries
about these evenings at 056-7728902 or
by e-mail at enquiries@integritas.ie. All
are welcome.
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Liz Murphy, Josh McHugh

Persons of Faith
in a school setting
Liz Murphy
re teacher
Presentation Secondary, Waterford
When I was sixteen years old, I joined a
folk choir in my parish of St Patrick’s in
Kilkenny. At the time in the mid - 1990s,
the choir had members from each of
the five secondary schools in the town.
Many joined for many reasons – I enjoyed
the musical aspect but was pleasantly
surprised and challenged when we were
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also involved in the liturgy, preparing
dramatic pieces and liturgical dance. I
left that choir a changed person, not
least due to the path it paved for me to
consider being a catechist. I attended
Mater Dei Institute of Education, studying
English and Theology and after four
years, was trained to teach in both these
subjects at second level.
It is said that if you enjoy what you do,
you will never work a day in your life. Now
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don’t get me wrong, there are days that
are quite trying but seventeen years into
my career, I know that teaching Religion
is hugely different to teaching any other
subject. Yes, there is theory and history
however, a large part of what catechists
do in class and on the corridors, is to model
the values of your school ethos. There is
both a privilege and a responsibility that
comes with this. In my own school, I
consider it a great privilege to adopt the
values set out in our mission statement
and believe it to be a responsibility of all
who work in the school, to model these
virtues, to continue the charism of our
founder, to live each day, the legacy she
left behind.
Teaching Religion is not just clocking in to
impart knowledge: it is a vocation. Never
was that calling needed more than now,
with the drop off in mass attendance
and the rise of secularism. Unlike other
subjects, you need to give a little part
of yourself in your lessons, due to the
very personal aspect of the subject.
Over the years, I have shared my beliefs
with my students, to enhance their own
reflections on their journey of faith. When
we meet them in secondary school,
they are transitioning; gone is the openmindedness and freedom of childhood.
They find themselves doubting all in their
lives – their status, image, talents, as well
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as their relationship with God. Gone
are the days of simple acceptance.
However, in the current world and during
this questioning stage of their lives, it is
essential that students are given a forum
and platform to air their views as well
as their concerns, for authentic faith
development to thrive.
The curriculum at both junior cert and
leaving cert is highly stimulating. They
study world religions as well as Christianity,
morality and philosophy. These topics are
fundamental in the formation of an allrounded individual, as well as a member
of a diverse society. As a catechist, one
must exude confidence in your faith as
well as an enthusiasm, if one is to motivate
and inspire others to learn and grow. The
students, in class as well as during cocurricular activity, have an opportunity to
put faith into action. Social justice groups
allow the students to pinpoint a need
in the community and work some way
toward fulfilling that need. The girls in
my school fundraise for the St Vincent de
Paul annual toy appeal each year, they
donate hygiene packs to the homeless in
their city, they sing for senior citizens and
complete paired-reading programmes
with primary school students in their
parish. It begins in the classroom. If you
can inspire students, inflame their hearts
to believe “to treat your neighbour as

>>>>>>>
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yourself”, you will invoke change in their
young minds. Like a good sports person,
you must leave it all on the pitch.
In today’s world, the place and time
for ritual has been replaced by other
distractions. Currently, each week, I bring
each of my classes in to our beautiful
prayer room and share with them the
wisdom I received from the previous
Sunday’s Advent gospel reading. I make
it relevant to their lives and where they
are at. They agree they need this timeout to recalibrate and refocus. I am
unapologetic for rolling out these types of
lessons as invariably, it is the girls who ask
if we will be taking some quiet time in our
specialised sacred space. Not only do
they want it – they need it, which further
motivates me in the work that I do. Is my
work worthwhile? Definitely, now more
than ever.
Josh McHugh
6th Year CBS
“It is the mark of an educated mind to
be able to entertain a thought without
accepting it.” Aristotle
Since I started studying Religious
Education in September of 2016, my view
of the world has been changed utterly.
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What was once a black and white view
is no more. I’ve come to realise that
the world is so much more than this.
I’ve come to realise that the world is a
complex masterpiece that is composed
of vibrant hues of violets, azures, golds,
terracottas, teals and indeed a spectrum
of other colours that are truly sobering for
any person. Unfortunately, however, far
too many people cut themselves off from
this experience. Religious Education does
not focus just on Christianity, as many
seem to believe. This subject opens your
eyes to a world that was, is and always
will be full of profound ideas.
The Religious Education course began
with me looking at philosophy, a deep
and profound longing for wisdom and
knowledge that begins in an acute
state of wonder and amazement for
the universe around us. From famous
figure like Anaximenes, Socrates and
Aristotle all the way to Thomas Aquinas,
Rene Descartes and Friedrich Nietzsche, I
couldn’t help but engage in thought with
these people and their ideas although
they are long gone from this earth.
Whether it be Descartes’ teaching of
Cogito Ergo Sum (I think therefore I am)
or Nietzsche’s teaching of total nihilism, I
just know that these people have had a
profound and inerasable impact on this
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world and to be able to carry small parts
of their ideologies within me, whether I
agree with them or not, is inspiring and
humbling, if truth be told.
My journey through humanity’s search for
meaning and values also led me back to
my ancestors as I looked at the gods of
the ancients and the myriad concepts
of these gods. By gaining a deeper and
much more valuable insight of deities like
Thor of Norse mythology, Zeus of Greek
mythology, Ra of Egyptian mythology
and so forth, I came to understand how
those who came before me viewed the
world around them and the incidents
that took place such as famine, drought
and flood. I also came to understand to
a much greater extent how very human
experiences, such as birth, death and
sickness, took my ancestors breaths
away and saw them using stories like
the Myth of Gilgamesh, the Native
American Creation Story and the Myth
of Prometheus to explain what they saw
as something truly supernatural and
orchestrated by transcendent powers.
Moving onwards, I also came to know
more about contemporary global
religions such as Judaism, Christianity,
Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Shintoism and
the Chinese folk religions. When studying
these religions, I came to understand
how, despite some major differences in
their belief systems, they are all the same
in their search for the goal that is common
to all mankind: a sense of belonging and
purpose. They are also far more similar
than we care to think, especially, as I
discovered, when we return to the very
roots of religion during primal times when
our ancestors shared a pre-technological
worldview. Just as the religions of today,
our ancestors and their belief systems
in primal times hungered for a divinehuman relationship and recognised
that the divine and transcendent are
all around us and are an integral part
of our existence. Traits such as taboo,
shaman, totem and mana that were all
too common in primal religions are still,
even if we don’t fully know it, evident in
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Christianity, Islam, Buddhism and so on.
Contrary to popular belief, Religious
Education doesn’t just focus on religion.
In contemporary society, we’re not just
facing different religious worldviews, but
we’re also facing different non-religious
worldviews such as atheism, agnosticism,
reductionism, secular humanism and
nihilism. Only for I’ve studied Religious
Education, I wouldn’t be able to talk
about these ideologies with clarity or
confidence. Indeed, I wouldn’t even be
able to understand them with a clear
and impartial opinion. And this doesn’t
just stop here because I can apply my
understanding of these to everyday
life. With topics such as the Eighth
Amendment and Educate Together
Schools appearing so often lately, I feel
as though I can understand those who
are both for and against the particular
points of view relating to each topic and
I know that I’ll be able to do this well into
the future.
To conclude, I simply cannot sum up
how important Religious Education has
been for me. But if I had to hazard a
summary, I’d have to say that my study
of this rewarding and truly humbling
subject has led me to: be more aware
of the richness of global religious
traditions; to appreciate the non-religious
interpretation of this life; understand that
my search for meaning is a human one
and that it is common to all people of all
ages and times; understand the various
concepts of the divine that have existed
for centuries upon centuries; have a
spiritual and moral awakening that is
personal and belongs to me. Yes, subjects
like Maths, English, Biology, German and
History are important. However, if we truly
want to understand the human condition
and contribute to society in the most
appropriate ways, I truly believe that
the study of Religious Education for the
Leaving Certificate is an essential and
necessary thing for every student and
schools themselves should promote this
subject as such.
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LITURGY MATTERS

The liturgy shapes the
Christian community
Liam Bergin

A constant principle of Catholic faith
is that the liturgy shapes the Christian
community that prays together. Mass and
sacraments are not primarily something
that Catholics do. No, our celebration
of Mass and the sacraments actually do
something to us. Here we learn that God
is love and mercy; here we are reassured
that we are daughters and sons of the
Father; here we are challenged and
nurtured to see all women and men as
sisters and brothers of one Lord; here the
Kingdom is revealed as a power that
transforms all the world in which we live.
Our celebration of the Sunday Eucharist
forms us as Church, as God’s family in
a particular time and place. But, like
all families there can be both blessing
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and dysfunction in our gathering. When
a child experiences love and affection
at home, when she is reassured of her
goodness and worth by parents and
siblings, when mutual care and generous
sharing are modelled together with ageappropriate responsibly, then the home is
a place from which mature young people
emerge to take their place in the wider
society. As surely as family living shapes
the personality, values and outlook of
its members, so too does the prayer of
the Church mould the character and
attitudes of the community that worships
together.
Recently I was discussing this point with a
group of students at Boston College and
we decided on a project. Each one was
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Liturgy shapes the
Church, the Body of
Christ. Good, inclusive,
participative liturgy
shapes a community...

to attend Mass at a different Church on
a given Sunday. They were to observe
the liturgy and to reflect on the nature
and character of the local community
that was being shaped by the particular
celebration.
The students agreed that they would
estimate the number of people present:
the age, gender and ethnic make-up.
Were the people welcomed? Was the
Church environment cared for? Was
there a choir? Was the congregation
encouraged to sing and did it have the
words of the hymns to facilitate this?
How many servers, readers, extraordinary
ministers of the Eucharist? Did they
reflect the diversity of the congregation?
How long was the homily? Could they
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remember the central point? Was it
based on the scripture readings and, as
far as they could glean, did it speak to
the experience of the congregation?
What were the intentions proposed in
the prayer of the faithful? Did they have
any connection to the needs of the local
community, the Church and world and
to the wider events of the previous week?
How was the collection taken up? Were
the breads consecrated at the Mass or
taken from the tabernacle? How was
communion distributed? Was it possible
to receive from the chalice? All brought
home a parish bulletin. What other
sacraments, ministries and events are
linked to the Sunday Eucharist to sustain
the life of the parish and to reach out to
those in need?
Vatican II reminds us that the Eucharist
“is the source and summit of the life of
the Church.” As source, it is the place
where the parish finds the strength and
inspiration to be a community of faith,
hope and charity; as summit, it is the
place where the parish celebrates who it
is and what it is called to be.
Vatican II also calls for the “full and active
participation of all” in the celebration
of the Eucharist. While the Church
and society has many things of great
importance to deal with – economic
divide, homelessness, immigration reform,
protection of human life, education and
catechesis, care for the earth, diminishing
number of young people – it would be
foolish not to prioritise its weekly liturgical
celebration.
Liturgy shapes the Church, the Body
of Christ. Good, inclusive, participative
liturgy shapes a community that joyfully
embraces all as sisters and brothers and
is a sign of the Kingdom among us. It is
about who we are and who we are
called to be.
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Founder of
Prague House Freshford
The Mass of Christian Burial,
followed by internment, for
the late Sr M. Patricia Dee
was celebrated in Burnley,
England on 17th August
2017. On the evening of 17th
August a vast congregation
of people from the parishes
of Freshford, Lisdowney and
Tullaroan filled St Lachtaín’s
Church for a concelebrated
Memorial Mass for the late
Sr Patricia, the founder
of Prague House. We
reproduce here the
homily delivered by Fr Pat
Comerford, at the Memorial
Mass in Freshford.
Sr M. Patricia Dee FMSJ [1928 – 2017]
Pat Comerford

The Mill Hill Missionary Congregation was
founded at Mill Hill in London in 1866.
Seventeen years later Cardinal Vaughan
and Mother Mary Francis founded the
Franciscan Missionary Sisters of St Joseph
at St Joseph’s College, Mill Hill, in 1883. The
Franciscan Missionaries of St Joseph (as they
are known) had as their special purpose the
management of ecclesiastical colleges working in close collaboration with the Mill Hill
Fathers. Sr Patricia joined this congregation in
1944. Over the past 73 years she has served
generously, joyously, faithfully and with total
dedication in the appointments entrusted to
her by her Congregation. Fortunately for the
people and parishes of Freshford, Lisdowney
and Tullaroan she was appointed to Mill Hill
College, Uppercourt in 1970.
Drawing inspiration from Bishop Peter Birch
who was proactive in raising the social
conscience of the people of the diocese
and country at that time, Sr Patricia
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envisioned ‘a care facility for the elderly’ in
Freshford. Working with like-minded people
she set about the task of making the vision
a reality. When we dream alone, it is but a
dream; but when we dream together there
is the dawning of a new reality. In 1974 the
care center known as Prague House opened
its doors with 12 new residents. Sr Patricia
chose the name Prague House because of
her great devotion to the Infant of Prague.
Prague House and Sr Patricia will be forever
synonymous – when we think of Prague
House we think of Sr Patricia; when we think
of Sr Patricia we think of Prague House – you
can’t have one without the other! Thus in
heartfelt gratitude we gather in prayer at
this Memorial Mass for the happy repose of
her soul on the day of her Christian Burial, in
Burnley, England.
Every Mass is a celebration and remembering
of the life death and resurrection of Jesus.
We have come here to think about and pray
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for Sr Patricia; to include her life and death in
sacred remembrance at this Memorial Mass.
We are guided in our remembering with the
light of God’s word.
The wisdom of the first reading reassures
us that the souls of good people are in
the hands of God. Having endured the
‘torment’ i.e. the suffering and difficulties of
earthly life they proved themselves worthy to
be with God. Those who are faithful will live
with him in love; for grace and mercy await
those he has chosen. Sr Patricia was faithful
to her God, faithful to her faith, faithful to her
Christian vocation and faithful in generous
giving all the days of her long life. She grew
golden in age, golden in faith, golden in
wisdom and golden in holiness as she allowed
herself to be led along the right path with the
guidance of God’s word. She trusted in God,
she trusted in His word and she prayed with
child-like confidence to the Infant of Prague
that all she asked of the Father in His Name
would be granted.
The gospel reading, taken from chapter 25 of
St Matthew, presents us with the judgement
scene, when Jesus will divide those who have
done good deeds for one of the least of
these will be rewarded and those who failed
to do good deeds for one of the least will be
excluded from eternal life. The deeds listed
are ordinary everyday deeds of feeding,
of hospitality, of clothing, of comforting, of
visiting.
I was hungry and you gave me food – she
fed students and priests in Mill Hill and in
Uppercourt; she fed residents, staff, visitors
and volunteers in Prague House; she fed
soup and sandwiches to fundraise for Prague
House; she helped feed needy people in the
wider community by establishing a flourishing
daily meals on wheels service from Prague
House to those most in need of a hot meal.
I was thirsty and you gave me drink –she
poured innumerable cups of tea, bowls of
soup and glasses of water in Jesus name, in
the firm faith ‘she was doing it for Him’
I was a stranger and you made me welcome
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– she warmly welcomed people with a smile,
with kindness in speech and sincerity in
approach that made every resident or visitor
to Prague House feel at ease in that home
away from home!
I was naked and you clothed me – no task
was too difficult … sewing, laundry, ironing,
cooking or whatever task that needed to be
attended to.
I was sick and you visited me – as Mary
went with haste to visit her cousin Elizabeth,
Sr Patricia was ‘a woman of haste’ when it
came to visiting the sick in their own homes
or in hospital. She made people who were
carrying a heavy burden or cross her special
care, praying and smiling with them as she
helped revive their drooping spirits. The words
of the gospel of St Matthew took flesh in her
as she ministered to the face of Jesus hidden
in his needy ones at Prague House and in the
wider community.
Her crowning achievement was that of St
Paul, she kept the faith. Sr Patricia longed for
the crown of righteousness the Lord, the just
judge would grant at the end of life’s journey.
Her longing was fulfilled on Wednesday of
last week when Jesus said … you did it to me
… come, you whom my Father has blessed,
take for your heritage the kingdom prepared
for you. She went home to eternal life.
Agus mar fochail scoir. Sr Patricia loved
Freshford and its people. Last summer on her
way to the airport for the final chapter of her
missionary journey, at the edge of the village
of Freshford she looked back with her ready
smile, waved her hand and said “good bye
Freshford”.
Please God, in a few years’ time when
you the people of Freshford, Tullaroan and
Lisdowney gather to celebrate the golden
jubilee of Prague House I hope you will do so
on the 9th of August the date of the death of
its holy founder, Sr Patricia.
Good bye Sr Patricia … in the Lord’s own
house may you dwell forever and ever.
Amen.

page 41

ossory times

DECEMBER 2017

Cathedral Café
Good coffee-good food
Saint Mary's Cathedral
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St Mary’s Cathedral is the mother
church of the Roman Catholic Diocese
of Ossory. It is situated on James’s
Street, Kilkenny. The Cathedral was
designed by William Deane Butler.
The foundation stone was laid 18th
August 1843 and the Cathedral was
consecrated on the 4th October 1857.
1857.
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Send your entries, with your
name, address, email and
mobile number, to:
“Ossory Times Competition”,
Ossory Adult Faith
Development,
St Kieran’s College,
College Road,
Kilkenny,
by 30th November 2017, first
correct entry from the hat wins!

Prize for age 5-8
Colouring
Competition

€20 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Prize for age 8-13
Wordsearch
Competition

€30 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Prize for Adult
Crossword
Competition

€50 Voucher

for Chapter House
Bookshop

Across
3.
No ________ for them in the inn
5.
Caesar ________
9.
House of Bread
11. ________ Clothes
12. 	And the ________ returned, glorifying
and praising God for all the things
they had heard and seen, as it was
told to them.
14. ________ Mother
15. Blessed Virgin
17. The assumption of human nature both body and soul - by the second
Person of the Trinity
20. Laid in a ________
21. The ________
22. 	Good tidings of ________
23. 	God is with us

Down
1.
Father, on earth, of Jesus
2.
The nativity scene is attributed to St
________
4.
St Caspar, St Melchior and St ________
6. 	Glory to God in the highest; and on
earth peace to people of ________
________
7.
________ 25th
8.
Traditional season of the Church
which goes from December 24th to
January 13th
10. O Sapientia, O Adonai, O Radix
Jesse, O Clavis David, O Oriens, O
Rex Gentium, O Emmanuel: Greater
________
13. Heavenly ________
16. ________ Jesus
18. 	Preparatory period
19. 	Angel

Congrats to the winners
from the Ossory Times
Issue 15 competitions:
Adult Crossword:
Ms Patricia Doheny
Byrnesgrove
Ballyragget
Co Kilkenny
Children’s Wordsearch,
age 8-13:
Tadhg Moore
Castletown
Co Laois
Children’s Colouring, age
5-8:
Kate Hickey
Kyleview
Barna, via Thurles
Co Kilkenny
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Colouring
Competition

Wordsearch
Competition
For ages 8-13

For ages 5-8

AMAZED
ANSWER
BREAD
BROKE
CROWD
CRUMBS
DAVID
FAITH
ISRAEL

JESUS
KNELT
MERCY
MUTE
PICKED
PIECES
SHEEP
SIDON
BRINGING

Answers to Ossory Times Issue 15
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DAUGHTER
GALILEE
HEALED
HUNGRY
LEAVING
LOAVES
NOTHING
NUMBER
PRAISED

REGION
REMOTE
REQUEST
THANKS
VICINITY
WALKING
WOMAN
THOUSAND

in St Kieran’s College

Retreats &
Parish Evenings
•
•
•
•

Parish groups
First Communion & Confirmation Parents
nursing homes
and much more...

... a chance to take time to come to
pray together.

A time of stillness and reflection
To book please contact
Ossory Adult Faith Development Office

056-7753624 or email afd@ossory.ie

