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loving mercy and 
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of our Mother of 
Perpetual Help.’
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Welcome to the latest edition of the Ossory Times.  
This is issue seven of our publication and each edition 
has captured and detailed the events and people 
that make up the life of our christian communities 
and, as you will see, this issue is no different. 

From the universal church to the local church we 
have documented some of what is happening. a 
wonderful article from Fr albert McDonnell, of Killaloe 
diocese, offers an insight into the way the papacy of 
Francis is shaping our Church today and articles from 
Fr’s Kieron Kennedy and Larry Wallace outline how it is 
that we are working to shape the concrete structures 
of our churches here in Ossory too! Ollie Maher and 
Mary Tobin tell us of a pilgrimage on the Camino: 
a church on the move... angela Hanrahan tells us 
about her experience of sharing the good news on 
the radio: a church on the airwaves; and Kathleen 
Maher and eilis Costello share their experience of 
training to help form parish pastoral Councils: a 
church teaching... 

Movember, leading a retreat in France, the Crib, 
finding Christ at Christmas, a personal account from 
Medjugorje and so much more helps us to see the 
church alive and well in Ossory as we await our infant 
King this Christmas time...  

as always we hope you enjoy this publication. 
Comments, suggestions and contributions are most 
welcome for future editions. articles or advertisements 
for upcoming events, or of recent events, can be 
sent to: 
Ossory adult Faith Development
St Kieran’s College,
College Road, Kilkenny.
Tel. 056-7753624 email: afd@ossory.ie

The opinions expressed in the articles are those of the 
contributors and not necessarily those of the editors 
or the Diocese of Ossory.
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‘Buen Camino’
walking the Camino

OSSORy TiMeS DeCeMBeR 2014

Oliver Maher

Pilgrim walks are very much part of the five main religions of the 
world. For Christians one of the most popular is known simply as the 

‘Camino’, or ‘The Way of St James’. There are several routes that can 
be followed, The French Way, beginning in St Jean pied de port, in 

the pyrenees, the portugese Way, The Camino del Norte, all of which 
finish in Santiago de Compostella, in the beautiful region of Galicia, 

in North-West Spain. The ‘camino’ has become incredibly popular 
in recent times, with literally thousands of people setting out from all 

parts of the world to complete their own personal ‘Camino’.
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During lunch about a year ago with 
Tommy Kavanagh and Fr paudie 
Moloughney, paudie was telling us about 
his ‘camino’ which he undertook, walking 
all the way from Two-Mile-Borris in Co 
Tipperary, down to the pyranees (apart 
from the ferry crossing from ireland to 
France) before taking on the full 800km 
of the ‘French Way’. at the end of the 
conversation he was encouraging Tommy 
and i to organise a trip. So, after much 
research, and a fact finding mission to 
Santiago in January 2014 we put together 
an itinerary that we felt would appeal to 
people. Under the auspices of Kavanagh 
Travel here in Urlingford we advertised 
and within a very short few weeks we 
had signed up 53 pilgrims and set a 
date for October 2014. people travelled 
from as far away as New york, London, 
porterglenone in Co antrim, and other 
parts of ireland to make up our group. 
Sadly, paudie became ill and could not 
travel with us but we carried him in our 
hearts and prayers as we travelled.

We all met for the first time at the 
airport in Santiago. Having received our 
”credencial del peregrino”(the pilgrims 
passport we would have stamped on 
our walk verifying that we had actually 
completed the trip) we were bussed to 
our hotels in the town of Sarria, our starting 
point on this trip. We would be walking 
120km over the next six days!! as you drive 
the route from the airport to Sarria you 
are immediately struck by the number of 
people walking!

Day One
Having had breakfast at 7am this morning 
we gathered outside the Hotel Oca Villa 
in the centre of town and set off. 22km 
ahead! No one in the group had ever 
done the camino before so we had no 
idea what was in front of us. We set off for 
our destination, portomarin. it was a truly 
beautiful morning. From a physical point 
of view the walk was straight forward 
enough. We had a couple of climbs 
starting off but once the terrain levelled 

out we were walking through beautiful 
countryside, as green as anything you 
would see in ireland. in fact parts of it were 
like being in the countryside at home in 
the ’50s and ’60s. almost every house 
had its own ‘allotment’ where vegetables 
were grown, chickens, pigs and cattle 
were reared. after about 10km i stopped 
for a coffee and a smoke! recharged the 
batteries and headed off again. Coming 
in to portomarin we headed for the main 
square of the town and found ourselves 
a restaurant where we satisfied our thirst 
and had our first taste of galician cuisine, 
‘caldo gallego’, galician soup made 
with cabbage and beans, delicious... 
when everyone had returned and were 
fed and rested our bus took us back to 
Sarria and our respective hotels. it was 
siesta time before gathering for dinner 
and an early night.

Day Two
Having breakfasted at 7am again we got 
on the coach that took us to our starting 
point for today’s walk, the town square 
in portomarin, where we had finished 
yesterday. Today’s walk would be a 
challenge in that we would be covering 
25km taking us to palas de Rei. Leaving 
portomarin a fine mist started to fall which 
became persistent rain. We had a long 
climb of about 9km, during which the 
lungs and heart were tested, and passed 
with flying colours!!!!! Fairly well soaked we 
stopped off at a roadside cafe for more 
sustenance, before heading off again 
completing the climb after another 5km. 
Our support vehicle, manned by Tommy 
Kavanagh, Billy gleeson, Sean power and 
Mick Murray met us halfway, with water 
and fruit and plenty of laughs to boost 
us up for the rest of the walk. it wasn’t 
long before we were on the final push to 
palas de Rei and a welcome cold beer 
or two and lunch!! everyone was taken 
by the friendliness of the locals and fellow 
pilgrims alike. as our group arrived in dribs 
and drabs everyone was telling stories 
about those they had met along the way, 
and it became obvious that our group 
were gelling together, people readily 
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making friends and ultimately looking out 
for each other and caring for each other. at 
the end of a long walk we were delighted 
to return to base for siesta followed by Mass 
and dinner.

Day Three
We had breakfast slightly later this morning 
and set off by coach once again to palas 
de Rei to begin our walk to Melide, a 
doddle at 17km!!! again we were walking 
through beautiful countryside in magnificent 
sunshine. it was truly a joy to have to worry 
about nothing except our walk today, no 
phones ringing, plenty of opportunity to 
have time to yourself, to think, to pray and 
to wonder. after one stop for the usual c&c 
we pushed on to Melide. This is the point 
where the Camino primitivo, which starts in 
Oviedo, meets the Camino Frances. arriving 
in Melide we made for one of the many 
‘pulperia’, restaurants which specialise 
in pulpo galego, or galician Octupus, a 
delicacy and well worth trying, if you like 
seafood. again when everyone was ready 
we headed back to Sarria for our final night 
there.

Day Four
We checked out of our hotel this morning 
and packing our luggage onto the bus 
we headed for Melide to begin the day’s 
walk. another beautiful morning. Today 
we walked through the villages of Boente, 
Castandeda and Ribadiso all picturesque 
in their own way before arriving in arzua. 
The town of arzua is the centre of a major 
cheese producing region with its own 
certificate of origin, arzua Ulloa. it is a simple 
soft cheese made from cows’ milk known 
as ‘queixo tetilla’, delicious!! We have been 
truly blessed with beautiful weather that we 
are told is ten degrees warmer than usual. 
Having finished our walk we again met our 
faithful Spanish driver, Marcellino, who ferried 
us on to Santiago to our second hotel, the 
Los abetos. The hotel is located about 4km 
from Santiago centre and is in a fabulous 
location overlooking the city.

Day Five
Breakfast this morning was again at 7am 
and we were ready to roll at 8am. Today’s 
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walk from arzua to O pedrouza is 20km 
– another tester!! another beautiful day 
as we wend our way westwards towards 
Santiago. What was very noticeable 
today was the number of pilgrims on the 
road. i fell in with a couple from Japan 
who were on day 27 of their pilgrimage, 
having started in St Jean pied de port. i 
greatly admired these gentle people 
who were carrying their possessions on 
their backs, covering at least 28km per 
day and staying in hostels each night. 
Our arrival point in O pedrouza is about 
1km short of the town and i nearly missed 
it only for others showing me the way. But 
i wasn’t the only one. it turned out that 
three of our group were so engrossed in 
their walk that they overshot the runway 
by about 4km!!! So a little shorter walk 
for them tomorrow. i should mention 
too that one of our group, Treassa, was 
covering the distances on a bicycle she 
had hired when we arrived in Spain. This 
brave lady set off on her own each day 
and made her own way to each meeting 
point – getting lots of help along the 
way – getting lost, briefly, in the woods, 
but ultimately enjoying it all as part and 
parcel of her own journey.

Day Six
it was hard to believe that we had already 
arrived at our last full day of walking, only 
16km would bring us to Monte de gozo. 
The girls who’d overshot the runway 
started 4km ahead of the rest of us. We 
set out in darkness. But as the dawn 
started to break we were witnesses to the 

most beautiful sunrise over fog-covered 
valleys. This morning i met a couple 
from Denver who loved my irish brogue 
and the luminous lime green ‘Kavanagh 
Travel’ hat i was wearing. i gave them the 
hat and was glad to move on. i caught 
up with the three sisters (the Dollard’s) 
after about 10km and after a coffee and 
chat we all moved on together. There 
was definitely an air of excitement as 
we approached Lavacolla (meaning to 
wash your collar or neck. it was traditional 
here to remove ones clothes and wash 
in the river before moving on to the 
Cathedral in the days before hostels and 
hotels). We arrived at the monument at 
Monte de gozo (the Hill of Joy) at about 
11.30am, which got its name for the 
fact that this was the first sighting of the 
Cathedral that pilgrims would have had. 
Sadly because of modern developments 
that is no longer the case. it was also here 
that our two previous popes, John paul ii 
and Benedict XVi celebrated mass when 
they had visited. There was a definite 
sense of achievement felt by everyone 
today. as people returned they were 
driven back to the hotel, 3km away or 
headed off for lunch. 
Dinner in our hotel was served each night 
at 8.30pm. the food was always excellent 
as was the wine that accompanied it. 
following on from dinner we had a great 
sing-song each night and as the week 
unfolded we discovered new taltent 
among the group. Most memorable for 
me were Liam O’glassain (Billy gleeson) 
in Seanachai mode; and a lady from 
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west Cork who sang a wonderful song 
called ‘a seaside resort we called Bray’. i 
have to say they both had us in floods of 
laughter each night.

Day Seven
We leave Monte de gozo this morning 
early and head for the Cathedral. There 
is a pilgrims Mass each day at 12noon. 
Having arrived at the cathedral we set 
off to find the Officina peregrino where 
we get our certificate on production 
of your stamped passport. We gather 
in the cathedral for mass, the place 
is overflowing with pilgrims, faith and 
emotion palpable in the air. at the end 
of Mass a group of six mewn assemble 
in the sanctuary and having primed the 
‘Botafumero’ (think giant thurible!!!) they 
begin to swing it, reaching almost to the 
roof at each side. 

Day eight
Our final day takes us out to Fisterre 
(Finistere) ‘the end of the World’. Roughly 
ten percent of those who complete the 
pilgrimage continue on for another 80km 
to reach this truly magnificent coastline. 
We stop on the way out and back for 
coffee, lunch and photo opportunities. 
Looking around the group today all i 
could see were contented and satisfied 
faces. We were all returning to our own 
worlds, worries, families and lives very 
much the better for having spent this 
time alone and together, listening and 
sharing, walking, singing and caring in a 
way that is unique to the ‘Camino’. What 
made this trip for me was the friendships 
that were forged and ‘the nothing was 
too much trouble’ attitude of everyone 
especially Tommy Kavanagh, Billy 
gleeson, Sean power and Mick Murray, 
our support team!

a final thought. if you have ever 
considered walking all, or part of this 
journey, as we did. Don’t procrastinate. 
it is a fabulous experience and it has its 
own effect on everyone!! Buen Camino!
Keep an eye out on the ‘kavanaghtravel’ 
website for our next trip!!

pilgrim’s post
There’s a milestone just ahead, pilgrim travellers take 
a rest.
Drop the baggage from your backs onto the ground.
Take stock of all you’ve got, for you may not need 
the lot,
as we travel a simple journey homeward bound.
The pathways high and low, marked out so long ago,
By the Master, waiting at the journey’s end.
Meander through our lives, high hopes and lonely 
strifes,
with a milestone here and there to cheer us on.

So, take a rest- stay a while, celebrate your every 
mile.
Know heaven blesses wise the pilgrim’s way.
Close your eyes to fear and foe, and deep within 
your soul,
you’ll see scallop shells announce the Camino Way.

When solace soothes your soul, from the rigours of 
the road,
View the landscape that you have crossed and 
climbed.
Down the centuries He’ll impart His words into your 
heart, 
Don’t give up, i’ll help you carry on.
Though maybe daunted by the heights, and the 
road going out of sight,
We’ll strike forth with eyes set on our goal.
Refreshed we’ll make a start, with true song to light 
our hearts, 
along the Camino Way that’s homeward bound.

So, take a rest - stay a while, celebrate your every 
mile,
Know heaven blesses wise the pilgrim’s way.
Close your eyes to fear and foe, and deep within 
your soul,
you’ll see scallop shells announce the Camino Way.

(Written and recited by Mary Tobin, Killaghy on the 
Camino)
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The Christmas Truce

Ray Cleere

The Christmas truce was a series of 
widespread, unofficial ceasefires which 
took place 100 years ago along the 
Western Front around Christmas 1914, 
during World War One. Throughout 
Christmas week, parties of german 
and British soldiers exchanged season’s 
greetings and songs between their 
trenches. Occasionally, the tension was 
reduced to the point when individuals 
walked across and spoke to their 
opposite numbers and brought gifts. 
On Christmas eve and on Christmas 
Day, many soldiers from both sides, as 
well as, to a lesser degree, from French 
units, independently ventured into “no 
man’s land”, where they mingled and 
exchanged food and souvenirs. as well as 
joint burial ceremonies, several meetings 
ended in carol singing. Troops from both 
sides played friendly games of football 
with one another in what carol was one 
of the most enduring images of the truce.

in some regions along the Western Front, 
fighting continued throughout the day. in 
others, little more than an arrangement 
was made to recover ladies. The 
following year, a few units again arranged 
ceasefires with their opponents over 
Christmas, but the truces were not nearly 
as widespread as they were in 1914. 

That was partly due to strongly worded 
orders from the high commands of both 
sides which prohibited such friendships. 
in 1916, after the bloody battles of the 
Somme and Verdun, and the beginning 
of widespread use of poison gas, soldiers 
on both sides increasingly viewed the 
other as less than human and no more 
Christmas truces were sought. 

The truces were not unique to the 
Christmas period and reflected a growing 
mood of “live and let live”, where infantry 
units in close proximity to each other 
stopped aggressive behaviour and in 
small scale friendships, in conversation or 
exchanged gifts for cigarettes. in some 
sectors, occasional ceasefires allowed 
the soldiers to go between the lines and 
recovered wounded or dead comrades. 
in others, there was an understood 
agreement not to shoot while men 
rested, exercised, or worked in full view 
of the enemy. The Christmas truces were 
particularly due to the number of men 
who were involved and the level of their 
participation, even in very peaceful 
sectors, dozens of men who openly 
congregated was remarkable and were 
often seen as a symbolic moment of 
peace and humanity around one of the 
most violent events of human history.

100 years on
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Angela Hanrahan

Recently Fr Kieran asked me if i would prepare 
and lead a short service on KCLR’s Sunday 
programme, “Soul Matters.” My first reaction 
was to say, “No way, you are joking.” But 
no, the challenge was for real. With just over 
twenty-four hours to prepare i set about the 
task with some fear and trepidation. Usually 
when faced with what i see as a difficult task, 
the first thing i do is think about where i might 
get help. in this case my friend, Maureen 
Hoy readily agreed and we divided the task 
between us. When i began work on my part, 
i lit a candle and sat with the gospel for the 
First Sunday of advent on which i was to write 
a reflection.

Quite frequently during the scribbling down 
of my ideas i thought, No, i can’t do this. But 
if i believed this was the task the Lord was 
giving for that day, then how could i refuse. 
also i am convinced that the laity has a duty 
and a privilege to play its part in building up 
the church. This then was another reason for 
“getting on with it.” When set a task which i 
think is beyond me, i turn to a passage from 
Jeremiah: “i am with you to protect you – it is 
yahweh who speaks! … There! i am putting my 
words in your mouth.” (Jer 1:8-9)

The pieces eventually came together and 

Maureen and i arrived at the radio station in 

good time to lead the service. it was a good 

feeling when it was over. We had a sense 

of satisfaction and a strengthening of the 

conviction that the Lord is at work in us.

Then i received another call from Fr Kieran, (i 

hate him now!!), to write this piece. another 

SOS to the Lord via Jeremiah and i began to 

think about “choices” that are presented.

Looking at Scripture, i see the various 

characters the Lord has called to pass on 

his message of salvation. each of them had 

a choice to say “yes or No.” they were not 

the high and mighty and the learned of this 

world, but rather, ordinary people. Moses, on 

receiving his call, at the burning bush, to lead 

god’s people out of slavery in egypt, was at 

first reluctant saying: “i am a slow speaker and 

not able to speak well.” (ex 4:11). 

There was Jonah, who on hearing god’s call, 

to go to Nineveh, ran in the opposite direction. 

(Jonah 1:1-4). He did eventually surrender to 

god.

SOUL MaTTeRS

angela Hanrahan is from St Canice’s 
parish and recently presented Sunday 

Service on KCLR’s ‘Soul Matters’ 
religious programme. Here angela 

reflects on her experience in the light 
of the Scriptures and how we are often 

called to make choices that respond 
to god’s gift and call to serve.
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in Luke’s gospel we read about Mary, a very 

young woman, giving her consent, but what 

must Joseph have thought, initially, on finding 

his soon to be wife, pregnant? Knowing that 

this was not his child, yet he responded to the 

call and said, “yes.”

again in the New Testament, peter the 

fisherman or Matthew the tax collector could 

have decided that they would stay with the 

day job; that there was more security in that 

than going off with this itinerant preacher.

Moving to more recent times: what if Francis 

had said, “No, i am too old to be pope,” or 

“i believe my calling is with my people in 

argentina,” would we have had that beautiful 

treatise: “The Joy of the gospel?” in it pope 

Francis says, “No one is excluded from the joy 

brought about by the Lord.” The pope invites 

“all Christians everywhere to a renewed 

personal encounter with Jesus Christ or at 

least an openness to letting Him encounter 

them.”

This last sentence calls to mind for me that 

beautiful painting by William Holman Hunt, 

“The Light of the World” where Christ is 

knocking at the door. There is no handle on 

the outside of the door, so i have the choice 

whether or not to let Him in.

The further on in life i go, the more convinced 

i am that all i have comes as a gift from god. 

and when i stop and ponder, then i catch 

some glimpse of the boundless love and mercy 

of god for each one of us. That is aWeSOMe, 

and fills me with gratitude and hope. This is not 

just a case of “hoping against hope,” but a 

growing conviction that god is in charge and 

as Julian of Norwich says: “all will be well, all 

will be well. all manner of things will be well.” 

Or as St paul says: “The love of god has been 

poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which 

has been given us.” (Rom 5:6) Nothing has 

been held back nor is it conditional on my 

behaving in a particular way. again St paul 

says: “Nothing …….. can ever come between 

us and the love of god made visible in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.”(Rom 8:39) imagine that!

Some time ago i was out in the garden 

admiring the stars and the bright moon 

lighting up the night. Bright as it was, it struck 

me that the moon has no light of its own and 

without the light of the sun it would have 

nothing to reflect. isn’t it so with me; without 

my reflecting the light and the life of the Son 

in me, i would have nothing to offer.

When i listen to the scriptures being read, do 

i hear good News or good advice? i find the 

Scripture readings, particularly those in the 

advent season so full of hope, reminding me 

again of god’s unfailing love, encouragement 

and the promise of emmanuel – “god with us” 

at Christmas and forever. Will He find an open 

space in my heart this Christmas?

it can be Christmas every day. When i can 

overcome my doubts, i realise that the truth 

is so simple, it is almost too good to be true. 

god loves me as i am with all my faults and 

failings. i love that passage from the Book of 

Wisdom 11:24ff “yes, you love all that exists; 

you hold nothing of what you have made 

in abhorrence, for had you hated anything, 

you would not have formed it. and how, had 

you not willed it could a thing persist, How be 

conserved if not called forth by you?” That 

stream of life and goodness is in each of us.

each of us is called to respond to that life and 

love. Very few are called to be a Saint Mother 

Teresa or an archbishop Romero. However i 

am called to do Him some service among my 

brothers and sisters, sharing the good News 

that they are loved. it may be just a smile, a 

greeting, a time for coffee, a listening ear, a 

word of affirmation or consolation or even just 

“a cup of cold water.” (Matt 10:42) 

The poet patrick Kavanagh puts it so well, “…

god is in the bits and pieces of everyday. a 

kiss here and a laugh there, and sometimes 

tears.”

i finish with a quote from St John of the Cross: 

“in the evening of life, you will be judged on 

love alone.”
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prayer and Friendship in 
France: October 2014

OSSORy TiMeS DeCeMBeR 2014

Fr Kevin Dring

Led by Fr Jim Murphy
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every couple of years, we in arundel & Brighton 
Diocese (UK), have a Retreat for our Diocesan 
Clergy (priests and permanent deacons). in 
recent times we have found the best venue 
to be “across the water” in la France, which 
actually works out much better value for 
money, and also helps to really feel you are 
right away from the normal distractions and 
temptations! Merville in France is about an 
hour from Calais, so a simple journey from the 
south of england via ferry or tunnel. The retreat 
facilities are great: the former Lille diocesan 
seminary which has been refurbished as their 
diocesan retreat/pastoral/youth centre. There 
are simple but comfortable rooms for up to 
100 people, a beautiful church and oratory, 
nice grounds to walk in and the “piece de 
resistance” is great - food … and even a glass 
of vin rouge to wash it down with! 

enough on the sales pitch for the venue – 
far more important is WHy we were there! 
a retreat is a precious gift. Understandably, 
many people might imagine that clergy 
are always in and out of chapel saying their 
prayers and meditatively focused on the 
mysteries of the Kingdom. The reality is that, 
like the rest of humankind, we easily get swept 
along by the torrent of distracting busy-ness 
that can fill the day. a retreat is a time to step 
back and stop, and take stock, and simply 
“Be” rather than “do”.

We were very blessed to have our five days 
together led by Fr Jim Murphy of Kilkenny. 
i have known Jim since 1993 when i was 
working with a classmate and friend of his, Fr 
Benny O’Shea (another Kilkenny man). Jim led 
us with great humour, gentleness and wisdom. 
He has a wonderful talent for telling a story, 
and (in the best sense!) spinning it out, drawing 
you in, and leaving you feeling the better for 
having listened. Not that there weren’t also 
challenges. But we needed to be above all 
affirmed, confirmed, encouraged and Jim 
did that beautifully for us. Just 24 hours before 
the retreat began we had all been very 
shaken by the news that our popular Bishop, 
Kieran, had decided to resign in very difficult 
circumstances, admitting to having had a 
relationship with a woman over a number of 
years. Naturally we were shaken and it was 

a literal god-send to be able to spend a few 
days praying for everyone concerned and for 
the strength and guidance of the Spirit in the 
testing time ahead.

Time doesn’t allow me to share the details 
of Jim’s eight talks but just to list a few of 
the threads and what, for me, were words, 
questions and themes that stay with me: are 
we really “in love” with Christ? Do we have a 
heart for love and holy fascination with god’s 
agenda, plans and Kingdom i.e. are we 
somehow caught by the beauty of our faith 
... of god ... of the creation that we are part 
of? Drawing on pope Francis’ call to share 
the JOy of the gospel with a hungry world, 
with people who deserve to know that there 
is nothing more precious on offer to us than 
the new life found in Christ (the gospel made 
flesh). Jim referred a lot also to the spirituality 
of the French mystic/hermit Blessed Charles de 
Foucauld, who was killed in the desert of north 
africa in 1916, living a simple life of Christian 
witness among the local Tuareg arabs. Brother 
Charles is a major inspiration for many priests 
and lay people, in finding god in simple 
human relations and friendship, in the poverty 
of our prayer, but a poverty that unites us to 
our god who stripped himself and shared our 
human poverty. We also had an opportunity 
half way through the week to spend a few 
hours visiting some of the many haunting WWi 
cemeteries and the very beautiful island of 
ireland peace Memorial for all the irish war 
dead. On this 100th anniversary year of the 
outbreak of that terrible war, it made for a 
powerful and very moving few hours. 

With help from pope Francis, Blessed Charles, 
Biblical stories and characters, and maybe 
above all our just simply “being together” in 
prayer and friendship, Jim really did open our 
hearts and minds to feel the closeness of god 
and the beauty of his care and friendship for us 
all. a retreat isn’t an introspective experience, 
but we were very aware of carrying in our 
prayer all our parishes, our diocese, the 
universal Church, and our very troubled and 
hurting world. We left Merville, back to our 
little patches of the vineyard, feeling duly 
strengthened and refreshed. Thank you Jim 
for your part in making that happen! 
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      Bishop of Ossory                30th November 2014 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Today in our diocese we launch our annual Diocesan Safeguarding Sunday, 30th November 2014.   
 
You may ask what is Safeguarding Sunday - what is this about.   Just to give you the background! 
 
Last year The National Board for Safeguarding Children in the Catholic Church in Ireland, Maynooth, carried out a 
Safeguarding Audit in our diocese.   This Audit examined two areas: the diocesan child sexual abuse case files 
and the diocesan Safeguarding Policies and Procedures.   Having completed the Review, the National Board 
published a Report which included twelve recommendations.    I am pleased to say that the diocese has 
implemented or is currently implementing all twelve Recommendations.     
 
One of the Recommendations contained in the Report is to put in place a Communications Policy and suggests 
the introduction of a Safeguarding Sunday in order to create a greater awareness of Safeguarding Policies and 
Procedures currently being implemented in our diocese.     
 
Today we launch our new information leaflets for Parents and Children, new Posters and Notices, which will 
replace the older ones on display in the Church.  All information is available on www.ossory.ie  
 
The Diocese of Ossory values and encourages the participation of children in our Church.    Each and every one 
of us has a duty of care and a responsibility to do all we can to ensure that innocent children are protected and 
safe.     By implementing and monitoring our Safeguarding Policies and Procedures the diocese is doing its very 
best to ensure the safety of children.    We must be vigilant at all times.    Each child should be cherished and 
affirmed as a gift from God.  
 
I thank all of you, priests, religious and the lay faithful, for your dedicated service to this very important 
ministry.   Your support is essential in order to ensure the implementation and monitoring of safeguarding 
policies and procedures.  By doing so we, together, are doing all we can to ensure that children who participate 
in our Church are safe. 
 
Finally, if you feel that some aspect of safeguarding in our diocese could be improved in any way, please do not 
hesitate to let us know.   
 
With every blessing of the Lord. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

 

Safeguarding 
Sunday

Message from Séamus Freeman, SaC, 
Bishop of Ossory, which was read at all 

Masses to launch the annual Ossory Diocesan 
Safeguarding Sunday, 30th November 2014.
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Frances Lennon, Ena Kennedy and Dan Bollard

Our bishop has put a good team 
in place, good people who care

Safeguarding Children in 
the Diocese of Ossory 
Twenty years growing

in January 1996, the irish Bishops 
Conference published its Framework 
Document, Child Sexual abuse: 
Framework for a Church Response, to 
guide the response to the child abuse 
scandal in the Catholic Church in ireland. 

Work continued and in 2005, Our Children, 
Our Church was published, by the irish 
Bishops Conference, the Conference of 
Religious of ireland and the irish Missionary 
Union. 

a National Board for Safeguarding 
Children in the Catholic Church in ireland, 
was established, a national office, based 
at patrick’s College, Maynooth. 

in 2009, the National Board published 
Safeguarding: Standards and guidance 
Document for the Catholic Church in 
ireland. The Standards described in this 
guidance document, represent the 
expected level of performance that all 
parts of the Church should reach and 
must adhere to: 

Meeting the standards will protect: 
• children – by ensuring they are 

in a good safe environment and 
minimising risk of abuse to them if 
allegations and suspicions of further 
abuse do arise,

• Church personnel – by clarifying how 
they are expected to behave with 
children and what to do if there are 
allegations and suspicions about the 
safety of a child, 

• the integrity of the Church and 
its missions – by making clear is 
commitment to keeping children safe 
and by modelling best practice.

The document continues with the 
founding principles. all children have 
a fundamental right to be respected, 
nurtured, cared for and protected. 

This right is embedded in gospel 
values, best practice guidelines and 
international and domestic laws. in the 
light of the teaching of the Church, civil 
legislation and guidance, every part of 

The last twenty years have been times of great difficulty for the Church in 
ireland. in Ossory and throughout the country, there were new allegations, 
new revelations of child sexual abuse against priests and various efforts at 
an adequate response, though these were uneven throughout the country. 
Often the response was a matter of problem solving, dealing with a new 
disclosure, basically reaction to the problem. 
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DIOCESAN SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN 
ADVICE & SUPPORT

Bishop Séamus Freeman is committed to 
ensuring that the current structures and services 
are reviewed on an ongoing basis so that we 
can continue to improve and expand our service 
where necessary.

The Ossory Diocesan Safeguarding Children 
Service is made up of the Advisory Committee, 
the Safeguarding Committee (Training & 
Information) and the HR & Vetting Committee. 
For more information on these committees 
please contact the Diocesan Safeguarding 
Office, Office, Waterford Road, Kilkenny 056 
7712301

The Diocesan Safeguarding Trainers are 
registered with the National Board for 
Safeguarding Children in the Catholic Church in 
Ireland. If you would like to find out more about 
Safeguarding Children Training please contact 
XXXXXXX.

The role of the Parish Safeguarding Children 
Representative is to raise awareness of 
safeguarding best practice and to liaise with and 
support local parishes. Their contact details are 
available in the sacristy of your local Church.

The Diocese has appointed support persons for 
people reporting child abuse and for respondents. 
For information on support persons please 
contact the Diocesan Office or see the website 
for details. For information on some of the other 
support groups available for children and young 

Diocese of Ossory

Safeguarding Children
GENERAL 
INFORMATION

This policy applies to all clergy, religious, staff 
and volunteers who work with children and young 
people in the diocese. The statement overleaf 
outlines the procedures for the protection and 
safeguarding of children. The full policy and 
associated documents are available online at 
www.ossory.ie

If you have a safeguarding concern or wish to raise 
a matter from the past you may contact any of the 

following:

An Garda Síochána
• Kilkenny  056 777504,  
• Laois/Offaly 057-86741000,  
• Waterford  051-305300

TUSLA  - Child and Family Agency  
1800 234 115

• Kilkenny:  
 James Green, Kilkenny 
 056-7784713  

• Waterford: 
 2 St. Andrews Terrace, Newtown, Waterford.  
 051-860048

• Laois / Offaly Mullingar:
 Health Centre, Longford Road, Mullingar, 

Co Westmeath.  
 044-9395019/5020

For information on Safeguarding Children 
Training or for general information or queries on 

safeguarding issues please contact:

XXXXXXX
Diocesan Safeguarding Office, 

Waterford Road, Kilkenny 
safeguarding@ossory.ie

For more information and further 
resources please visit our website:

www.ossory.ie

DIOCESAN SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN ADVICE & SUPPORT
Bishop Séamus Freeman is committed to ensuring that the current structures and services are reviewed on an ongoing basis so that we can continue to improve and expand our service where necessary.

The Ossory Diocesan Safeguarding Children Service is made up of the Advisory Committee, the Safeguarding Committee (Training & Information) and the HR & Vetting Committee. For more information on these committees please contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Office, Office, Waterford Road, Kilkenny 056 7712301
The Diocesan Safeguarding Trainers are registered with the National Board for Safeguarding Children in the Catholic Church in Ireland. If you would like to find out more about Safeguarding Children Training please contact XXXXXXX.

The role of the Parish Safeguarding Children Representative is to raise awareness of safeguarding best practice and to liaise with and support local parishes. Their contact details are available in the sacristy of your local Church.
The Diocese has appointed support persons for people reporting child abuse and for respondents. For information on support persons please contact the Diocesan Office or see the website for details. For information on some of the other support groups available please see overleaf.

Diocese of Ossory

Safeguarding ChildrenINFORMATION FOR PARENTS
This policy applies to all clergy, religious, staff and volunteers who work with children and young people in the Diocese. The statement overleaf outlines the procedures for the protection and safeguarding of children. The full policy and associated documents are available online at www.ossory.ie 

If you have a safeguarding concern or wish to raise a matter from the past you may contact any of the following:
An Garda Síochána• Kilkenny  056 777504,  • Laois/Offaly 057-86741000,  • Waterford  051-305300

TUSLA  - Child and Family Agency  1800 234 115
• Kilkenny:   James Green, Kilkenny  056-7784713  • Waterford:  2 St. Andrews Terrace, Newtown, Waterford.   051-860048• Laois / Offaly Mullingar: Health Centre, Longford Road, Mullingar, Co Westmeath.   044-9395019/5020

For information on Safeguarding Children Training or for general information or queries on safeguarding issues please contact:
XXXXXXXDiocesan Safeguarding Office, Waterford Road, Kilkenny safeguarding@ossory.ie

For more information and further resources please visit our website:www.ossory.ie

How can I help to keep myself and other children safe?If an adult in the church is hurting you or someone 

you know then you should tell an adult you trust 

or ring any of the following:
SAFEGUARDING DIRECTORXXXXXXXXX087-3233564

GARDAÍKilkenny 056-777504 Laois/Offaly 057-86741000   Waterford 051-305300
TUSLA (HSE) 1800 234 115

Diocese of Ossory

Safeguarding ChildrenINFORMATIONWe believe that every child is precious and has a 

right to be kept safe from harm or abuse. Every 

adult in the church has to help keep children safe 

by following the Diocesan Policy for Safeguarding 

Children.

Other numbers that you can call for help are:
Childline1800 666 666

The Samaritans1850 609 090
Barnardos1850 222 300

For information on Safeguarding Children 
Training or for general information or queries on 

safeguarding issues please contact:
XXXXXXXDiocesan Safeguarding Office, Waterford Road, Kilkenny safeguarding@ossory.ie

For more information and further 
resources please visit our website:www.ossory.ie

You can also phone xxxxxxxx if you have any other questions or want more information xxxxxxxxx

Diocese of Ossory Safeguarding Children 

INFORMATION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
We believe that every child is precious and has a right to be kept safe 

from harm or abuse. Every adult in the church has to help keep children 

safe by following the Diocesan Policy for Safeguarding Children. 

What is Abuse?Abuse can be...• Physical - hitting, kicking, 
shaking or hurting a child 
physically• Emotional - making a child 

feel unloved, stupid or 
scared• Sexual - making a child 

take part in sexual acts
• Neglect - Depriving a child 

of food, warmth, education
• Bullying

What should I do if someone hurts me?

If someone hurts you or makes you feel uncomfortable or upset 
you should always..• Tell them to stop – Say No! • Get away from them• Tell an adult you trust

It is never your fault if someone hurts you and you should never keep secrets about it!

WHAT DOES THE POLICY SAY?The policy says that adults should....
• Treat children with respect at all 

times• Never shout at children
• Never hurt children• Always keep children safe from 

adults who could hurt or abuse them

• Make sure children treat each other 

with respect

www.ossory.ie

safeguarding@ossory.ie

Please visit our website for a more extensive list of support services www.ossory.ie

How can I help to keep myself and other children safe?

If an adult in the church is hurting you or someone you know then you should tell an adult you 

trust or ring any of the following:
SAFEGUARDING DIRECTOR
XXXXXXXXX 087-3233564

GARDAÍ

Kilkenny 056-777504    Laois/Offaly 057-86741000   Waterford 051-305300

TUSLA (HSE) 1800 234 115You can also phone xxxxxxxx 

if you have any other questions or want more information xxxxxxxxx

the Church must be committed to taking 
the necessary steps to: 
• Demonstrate that the right of the child 

to protection from harm is paramount
• Cherish and safeguard children and 

young people
• Foster best practice
• Demonstrate accountability through 

establishing effective structures
• Support Church organisations and 

personnel in safeguarding children
• establish safe recruitment and vetting 

practices – aimed at preventing 
those who pose a risk to children from 
holding positions of trust

• Maintain codes of behaviour – having 
clear guidelines that set out what is 
and is not acceptable behaviour as 
an essential part of keeping children 
safe

• Operate safe activities for children 
– helping ensure they can play and 
learn in a safe environment. 

in 2013, the National Board carried out 
a Safeguarding audit of this Diocese, 
and made twelve recommendations 
as to how the diocese can improve on 
Safeguarding. The diocese welcomes all 
Recommendations which are currently 
being put in place. 

after twenty years, this is a good time, a 
new time, a time for new people to come 
on board to drive Safeguarding in the 
Diocese of Ossory.

Just giving an outline of our Diocesan 
Safeguarding Structure:

Bishop and Parish Priest
The Bishop is responsible for safeguarding 
with regard to Church related activities 
in the Diocese and the parish priest is 
responsible for safeguarding in his parish. 

Director of Safeguarding
Bishop Freeman has appointed Sr ena 
Kennedy, Sister of Mercy, Callan, Co. 
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Kilkenny, Director of Safeguarding. Sr 
ena is the former Diocesan Safeguarding 
Co-ordinator, and in this role, has done 
tremendous work in ensuring that 
Diocesan Safeguarding policies and 
procedures have been and continue 
to be adhered to in our 42 parishes. 
We welcome and thank Sr ena for 
agreeing to take on this very important 
and responsible role in taking on the 
‘Diocesan Safeguarding portfolio’. 

The Diocesan Safeguarding Committee 
The Committee’s role is to continue to 
develop and ensure the implementation 
of Diocesan policies and procedures. it 
sees to procedures regarding recruitment 
of volunteers and staff. it also sees 
that suitable training is provided for all 
working with children, and is charged 
with maintaining and monitoring safe 
environments for young people in 
all aspects of Church life. in turn, the 
Committee receives training for its task. 

Diocesan Designated Persons
Should an allegation of abuse arise, 
there are two designated persons to deal 

with the problem. There are procedures 
in place for reporting to an garda 
Siochana, Tusla, the National Board for 
Safeguarding Children and the Bishop. 
Should the designated person dealing 
with the allegation need assistance, 
the diocese is affiliated to the National 
Case Management Resource group, 
Maynooth.

Support for Survivors
Survivors are directed to ‘Towards 
Healing’, a counselling service set up by 
the Church authorities. 

Parish Safeguarding Representatives
at parish level, each parish has at least 
two parish Safeguarding Representatives 
who work with the parish priest to ensure 
that the activities in the parish are well 
regulated, and documentation is in 
place in Churches and parish properties. 
The parish Representatives work with the 
Director of Safeguarding. 

Old files, the diocese is advised, need 
to be reorganised using a chronological 
system. That is being attended to. 

General Guidelines
• All altar servers should complete a 

membership/consent form signed 
by their parents/guardians.

• Altar Servers must have written 
Parental Consent if they are to 
leave school to serve mass and 
provision should be made to 
ensure that they arrive and return 
to the school safely.

• All Sacristies should have a fully 
stocked first aid kit in case of 
accidents.

• Incident report forms should 
be filled out in the event of any 
accidents that occur.

• All adults should maintain 
appropriate boundaries when 
dealing with young people.

• Adults should be aware that being 
alone with a young person is 
not appropriate practice – if you 
cannot avoid being alone with a 
young person make sure that there 
is a door open at all times

Diocese of Ossory Safeguarding Children
SACRISTY & ALTAR SERVER 
INFORMATION

For information on Safeguarding Children Training or for general information or queries on 
safeguarding issues please contact:  xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

“Each child should be cherished and affirmed as a gift from God with an inherent right to 
dignity of life and bodily integrity which shall be respected, nurtured and protected by all.”
The National Board for safeguarding Children – Standards & Guidance Document 2008

SACRISTY REGISTER/
SIGN IN BOOK TO BE 
SIGNED BY....
�  Clergy � Visiting Clergy � Sacristans
� Altar servers �  Eucharistic Ministers and  
Readers who process from the Sacristy  
� All those who have occasion to be in 
the sacristy on a regular basis while Altar 
Servers are present

If you have a safeguarding concern or wish to raise 
a matter from the past you may contact any of the 
following:
An Garda Síochána:
• Kilkenny  056 777504,
• Laois/Offaly 057-86741000,  
• Waterford  051-305300

TUSLA -Child and Family Agency  1800 234 115
• Kilkenny :  056-7784713  
• Waterford:   051-860048
• Laois / Offaly  044-9395019/5020

Diocesan Designated Peron XXXXXXX
Diocesan Director of Safeguarding XXXXXX

Diocesan Safeguarding Children Services & 
Support
• The Ossory  Diocesan Safeguarding Children 

Service is made up of the Advisory Committee, 
the Safeguarding Committee (Training & 
Information) and the HR & Vetting Committee. 
For more information on these committees 
please contact the Diocesan Safeguarding 
Office, Waterford Road, Kilkenny 056 7712301

• The Diocesan Safeguarding Trainers are 
registered with the National Board for 
Safeguarding Children in the Catholic Church in 
Ireland. If you would like to find out more about 
Safeguarding Children Training please contact 
Diocesan Safeguarding Office, Waterford Road, 
Kilkenny 056 7712301

• The role of the Parish Safeguarding Children 
Representative is to raise awareness of 
safeguarding best practice and to liaise with and 
support local parishes. Their contact details are 
available in the sacristy of your local Church.

• The Diocese has appointed support persons for 
people reporting child abuse and for respondents. 
For information on support persons or support 
groups please contact the Diocesan Office or 
see the website for details.

Information Leaflets on Safeguarding in the Diocese 
of Ossory are available in your local Church. Our full 
policy and procedures are available online at www.
ossory.ie. 

If you have a safeguarding concern or wish to raise 
a matter from the past you may contact any of the 
following:

An Garda Síochána:  Kilkenny  056 777504,  Laois/
Offaly 057-86741000,  Waterford  051-305300

TUSLA -Child and Family Agency  1800 234 115
Kilkenny :  056-7784713  
Waterford:   051-860048
Laois / Offaly  044-9395019/5020

Diocesan Designated Peron XXXXXXX
Diocesan Director of Safeguarding XXXXXX

For more information and further resources please 
visit our website:  www.ossory.ie

The Diocese of Ossory  values and encourages 
the participation of children in the life of the 
Church and is committed to best practice, which 
protects children from harm and abuse. Staff, 
volunteers, clergy and religious in this Diocese 
recognise our responsibilities to ensure the safety 
and welfare of children and young people. These 
responsibilities include:
• Treating children with respect at all times.
• Ensuring that children will be listened to and 

heard.
• Sharing information about safeguarding and 

good practice with children, parents, staff, 
volunteers, clergy and religious.

• Responding promptly to and sharing
• information about concerns with the relevant 

agencies and involving parents and children 
appropriately.

• Carefully following the procedures for 
recruitment, training and management of 
clergy, religious, staff and volunteers.

• Being committed to reviewing and evaluating 
our policy and procedures on an on-going 
basis.

• Adopting best practice in accordance with 
the National Board for Safeguarding Children 
Standards & Guidance Document.

+Brendan Séamus Freeman, 
Bishop of Ossory

Diocese of Ossory Safeguarding Children 
Policy statement

For information on Safeguarding Children Training or for general information or queries on 
safeguarding issues please contact:  xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

This policy applies to all clergy, religious, staff and volunteers who work 
with children and young people in the Diocese. The statement below 
outlines the procedures for the protection and safeguarding of children. 
The full policy and associated documents are available online at www.
ossory.ie

Diocese of Ossory Safeguarding Children 

INFORMATION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
We believe that every child is precious and has a right to be kept safe 

from harm or abuse. Every adult in the church has to help keep children 

safe by following the Diocesan Policy for Safeguarding Children. 

What is Abuse?Abuse can be...• Physical - hitting, kicking, 
shaking or hurting a child 
physically• Emotional - making a child 

feel unloved, stupid or 
scared• Sexual - making a child 

take part in sexual acts
• Neglect - Depriving a child 

of food, warmth, education
• Bullying

What should I do if someone hurts me?

If someone hurts you or makes you feel uncomfortable or upset 
you should always..• Tell them to stop – Say No! • Get away from them• Tell an adult you trust

It is never your fault if someone hurts you and you should never keep secrets about it!

WHAT DOES THE POLICY SAY?The policy says that adults should....
• Treat children with respect at all 

times• Never shout at children
• Never hurt children• Always keep children safe from 

adults who could hurt or abuse them

• Make sure children treat each other 

with respect

www.ossory.ie

safeguarding@ossory.ie

Please visit our website for a more extensive list of support services www.ossory.ie

How can I help to keep myself and other children safe?

If an adult in the church is hurting you or someone you know then you should tell an adult you 

trust or ring any of the following:
SAFEGUARDING DIRECTOR
XXXXXXXXX 087-3233564

GARDAÍ

Kilkenny 056-777504    Laois/Offaly 057-86741000   Waterford 051-305300

TUSLA (HSE) 1800 234 115You can also phone xxxxxxxx 

if you have any other questions or want more information xxxxxxxxx
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a communications strategy is being 
established in the diocese. as you 
are aware, Bishop Freeman recently 
launched our Safeguarding Sunday, 
a Sunday each year, when the work of 
Safeguarding is brought to the attention 
of the people of the diocese. 

This is a new time, with new people 
committed to this important task in the 
diocese. The dedication of the people 
involved is clear by the willingness to 
commit. With the help of the National 
Board, safeguarding in the diocese will be 
driven by the Director of Safeguarding, 
and the members of the Safeguarding 
Committee. Rather than being reactive 
when a crisis develops, the thrust of 
Safeguarding is now pro-active, ensuring 
that best practice pertains at all times. 
To attend to the task, training will be 
provided by the National Board. 

The responsibility for Safeguarding in a 
diocese is ultimately the responsibility of 
the Bishop. Our bishop has put a good 
team in place, good people who care, 
care for our diocese an most importantly 
have a real duty of care to protect the 
children who participate in our church. 
With the team in place, the bishop is 
afforded the opportunity to be a pastor, 
to those who have had bad experiences, 
and also to those who abuse. 

So, after 20 years, Safeguarding with 
regard to Church related activities is in 
good hands, and has a clear direction to 
embark upon for the future. However, we 
must always be vigilant. We must never 
lose sight of our responsibility. We must 
ensure that we are doing all we can to 
ensure the safety of children entrusted to 
our care.

if you have any suggestions please 
feel free to contact Sr ena Kennedy, 
Director of Safeguarding, Safeguarding 
Office, Waterford Road, Kilkenny. Tel. 087 
1953850, safeguarding@ossory.ie

Safeguarding Personnel
The following are the people who assist 
Bishop Freeman with this essential work in 
the Diocese of Ossory.

Diocesan Director of Safeguarding
ena Kennedy Tel. +353 87 195 3850

Designated Liason Persons
geraldine Butler Tel. +353 87 100 0232
Lil Meagher Tel. +353 87 100 0239

Diocesan Safeguarding Committee
Fr Dan Bollard (Chairperson)
Frances Lennon (Secretary)

Diocesan Trainers
Maureen Brennan, ena Kennedy

National Office for Safeguarding Children
all Church organisations and personnel 
can access specialist advice about child 
protection issues through the National 
Office. 
National Office for Safeguarding Children 
in the Catholic Church in ireland
New House
Saint patrick’s College
Maynooth, Co.Kildare
Tel: +353 1 505 3124
Fax: +353 1 505 3026
Website: www.safeguarding.ie

TUSLA – Child and Family agency 1800 
234 115
Kilkenny: + 353 56 778 4713
Waterford: +353 51 305 300
Laois/Offaly: +353 44 939 5019 /5020
Outside of these hours in cases of 
emergency please contact an garda 
Síochána

An Garda Síochána
Kilkenny: + 353 56 777 5042
Laois/Offaly: + 353 57 8674 1000
Waterford: + 353 51 305 300
For further information of local garda 
stations – www.garda.ie 

All information relating to Safeguarding is 
available on www.ossory.ie
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Breda Campion

“away in a manger, 
no crib for a bed”

The Crib
it is that time of year again when Catholic 
Churches all over the world will be dusting 
off and getting ready to assemble their 
cribs. The first crib is accredited to St 
Francis of assisi who made a “live” crib 
in grecco, italy about 1293 having been 
inspired by a visit to the Holy Land where 
he was shown the traditional birth place 
of Jesus. He made the crib in an attempt 
to put the emphasis of Christmas upon 
the worship of Christ rather than on  
secular materialism and gift giving. Since 
then cribs of all shapes and sizes and a 
variety of material chalk, marble, glass, 
china, wood, plastic and even a knitted 
one have appeared at Christmas time in 
various places.
 
The crib in Johnstown was donated 
by Fr John Harrington (granduncle of 
the Sharkey family) in 1902. Fr John was 
ordained in Louvain and ministered 
in Chicago until his untimely death at 
the age of 37. He is buried in the old 
graveyard at Donoughmore .

Over the years the images became a 
little the worst for wear but the crib was 

refurbished and repainted some years 
ago. indeed the poor donkey had a little 
accident a couple of years back  but was 
“fixed” and now sits proudly in his rightful 
place!  The backdrop was designed and 
painted by the art students in the local 
Colaiste Mhuire.
 
The crib is in a permanent place behind 
sliding doors but will be opened up  in all 
its splendour on Christmas eve. Johnstown 
parish still holds with the tradition of 
midnight Mass and with the lights turned 
off and the church lighted with the soft 
glow of many, many red candles it is truly 
a place of peace and beauty.  When we 
sit in the pews at the midnight Mass we 
think of the many parishioners who sat 
in these same pews down through the 
years and who are now in the presence 
of the “real” crib in their eternal home.
 
“Bless all the dear people in thy tender 
care, and fit us for Heaven to live with 
thee there.”
 
a happy and peaceful Christmas to all 
who are reading this!
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Hands-on is important to this pope

New Voices 
Carrying New 
Sounds from 
afar
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Albert McDonnell

CHURCH MaTTeRS
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pope Francis has made a big difference to 
the Church and to the world in a short time. 
The change is visible in style – he dresses less 
formally than his predecessors, travels in a 
much smaller car, carries his own travel bag, 
telephones friends and people whom he feels 
could do with a word of encouragement, and 
he lives more simply with other priests. He is 
very much a man and merely an office holder. 

Style is important – it sets a tone. Words also 
matter and this pope’s words communicate 
compassion. a simple phrase uttered on 
the return journey from Brazil earlier this year 
certainly reinforced the tenor of this papacy. 
‘Who am i to judge’ may well prove to be 
the leitmotif of his time as successor to peter. 
actions give words credibility. The acts of a 
pope include whom he meets and listens to, 
where he goes and the appointments that 
he makes. it is still relatively early days in this 
papacy but already there have been several 
significant changes in the voices that reaches 
the pope’s ears. a glance at the people to 
whom pope Francis listens, and those whom 
he has chosen to work alongside him gives 
an insight into the man and his dream for the 
Church and world.

This pope talks to a lot of people. He lives with 
other priests and talks with them at meals. He 
chats to the Swiss guard outside his door. He 
telephones people. Sometimes the calls are 
about practical things. The day after he was 
elected pope, he rang a newspaper vendor 
in Buenos aires to cancel his subscription. He 
likes to keep in touch with friends. On New 
year’s eve he rang a community of sisters to 
wish them a happy new year. Jorge Bergoglio 
is determined to live as normal a life as 
possible.

He ministers as a priest. He invites groups 
from parishes in his diocese of Rome to the 
morning Mass that he celebrates. He gives 
a short reflection on the gospel as parish 
priests generally do, often without notes. 
He contacts people whom he thinks needs 
a word of encouragement. Many of these 
calls are in response to letters that he has 
received. One was to an argentinian woman 
who was married civilly and was concerned 

about her situation and the reception of Holy 
Communion. another call was to an italian 
unmarried mother who was afraid that the 
priest in her parish would not baptise her 
baby. The pope told her that if the priest didn’t 
baptise her baby, then he would. a Spanish 
victim of abuse who had written to Francis 
received a call urging him to report the matter 
to the civil authorities. arrests have followed.

The voices that the pope hears most often 
come from those with whom he works. 
These are mostly people whom he chooses 
himself. The most significant and innovative 
appointment made by this pope concerned 
not one person but eight (later to become 
nine) to a body that did not previously exist. 
Shortly after his election, Francis selected a 
group of Cardinals to act as his ‘inner cabinet’. 
He holds three day meetings with this group 
every few months and remains in telephone 
contact with them at other times. They study 
the issues which the pope has identified as 
priorities and helps him find a response. The 
topics to date have included Vatican finances, 
the reform of the Vatican administration and 
the family. Only two members of this group 
occupy positions in the Vatican, the others 
are diocesan bishops from each continent. 
The establishment of this group has allowed 
the pope hear voices that might not ordinarily 
be heard in the Vatican reflecting the joys and 
the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of the 
people of our age.

another major change concerns the Synod 
of Bishops. This body was established by 
pope paul Vi in 1965 to foster collaboration 
between the Bishops from around the world 
and the pope. in recent decades many felt 
that its impact on the life of the Church had 
diminished. The synod of the family earlier 
this year brought the Synod of Bishops back 
into focus with a bang. it was proceeded by 
an invitation to all members of the church 
to express their views on by means of a 
questionnaire. The pope opened the Synod 
by invited all present to speak freely. What 
followed was a rich diversity of views and 
ideas regarding the way forward. There is now 
to be a year long period of reflection at the 
level of the world-wide, local Church which 
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is to feed into the reconvened Synod in the 
autumn. 

another significant appointment also 
concerned a collective rather than an 
individual. The pontifical Commission for the 
protection of Minors contains just one Cardinal, 
a majority of lay people and fifty per cent 
women. also, this group has been afforded 
considerable freedom to address the issue of 
how best protect minors in the Church. Once 
again, new voices carrying distant sounds.

existing Vatican bodies are also being 
revitalised through new leadership. The 
Secretariat of State is the Vatican Department 
that works most closely with the pope. The role 
of its head, the Secretary of State, depends 
a lot of who is pope. each pope will have 
particular interests and conversely areas of 
the life of the Church that they are happy 
to primarily leave to others. The Secretary 
of State occupies much of this ‘vacant’ 
space. it is always an important role. He 
has the largest staff of any department and 
through the network of Vatican embassies 
has direct contact with virtually every country 
with a significant catholic population. The 
Secretary of State also oversees other Vatican 
departments, including their budgets. pietro 
parolin is the man chosen to lead this body. 
He is from Northern italy and has worked all 
his life as a Vatican diplomat. ‘Competent’ 
is the word used most frequently to describe 
Cardinal parolin and together with his 
experience of the Vatican administration is 
probably what suggested him to pope Francis. 
This pope wants people around him who can 
get the job done.

The management of Vatican money was 
identified as a priority before Francis was 
elected. For a period italian banks denied 
the Vatican credit card facilities and a 
substantial transfer from the Vatican Bank 
was confiscated. The new pope choose 
Cardinal pell to fill the key role in confronting 
this crisis. Francis clearly doesn’t believe in 
‘group-think’. george pell was the dominant 
figure in the australian Church and was 
generally regarded as traditional in outlook. 
Commentators suggest that his approach 

to the development of Church teaching on 
family matters in particular, contrasts with that 
of the pope. However, there is no contrast 
when it comes to financial management and 
pell’s no nonsense approach may well have 
prompted his selection by Francis. 

pope Francis believes that Vatican and 
indeed all Church offices and officers should 
have the promotion of the gospel and 
helping the poor as their sole focus. if this isn’t 
happening, then they must be changed. The 
papal almoner is the man who signs papal 
blessing parchments and who helps the poor 
on behalf of the pope. Konrad Krajewski was 
appointed to this position in June 2013. He was 
chosen because the pope had heard that he 
regularly distributes food to the poor in Rome. 
Hands-on is important to this pope.

There is reason to believe that the pool of 
voices will be further enlarged. The english 
Catholic weekly, the Tablet, report on their 
website (accessed on 3 December 2014) that 
Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga who 
was charged by the pope to oversee the 
reform of the Vatican administration has said 
that Vatican Departments did not have to be 
led by clergy. “it is also not necessary for there 
to be a cardinal or a bishop heading every 
dicastery [Department]: there could be a 
married couple in charge of family affairs ….for 
instance.” There are also suggestions that the 
Vatican administration will be reduced in size 
and that more matters will be decided at local 
level. There will be fewer cardinals and bishops 
in Rome and much greater emphasis on the 
role of local, believing, praying communities. 
There will also be married people and women 
present and contributing at the highest levels 
when decisions are being made in Rome. 

pope Francis certainly does not match the 
outdated stereotype of the pope as an 
isolated old man living in splendid isolation. He 
needs and relishes company to live as a man 
and to exercise his ministry as Universal pastor. 
More voices, distant sounds, expressions of 
differing experiences of the one gospel all 
coming together around the Bishop of Rome, 
the successor of peter, the centre of unity and 
charity. Viva il papa!
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at base morality is about doing... 

In each issue of the Ossory Times, we 
have talked about some moral issue of 
the day. 
yes, we have covered topics as varied as 
stem cells and just war theory. 
But what is this thing called morality? 
at base morality is about doing. So let me 
ask a question of you. 
What are you doing right this moment? 
Well, I am listening to you! 
and if i were to ask why? 
Its so that I can understand you more … 
and again if i were to ask why? 
So that I can gain an insight into life … 
Let us pause here and look at what 
we have done together. Firstly, i have 
to admit to a white lie, it wasn’t any 
question. it was a type of question that 
asked about action, what you are doing, 
rather than asking a question about facts 
or taste. 
That’s okay! I forgive you! 
Thank you. i did so because as i said 
morality is about doing (or more often 
about not doing something). So let us 
look at what happens when i ask a 
doing question. each question asked for 
a reason that makes sense. in turn you 

look at each reason, you will see that it is 
something you are trying to achieve, it is 
a goal. This is what you did spontaneously 
or naturally and you did so because 
that is how you are – a reasoning and 
purposeful person. 
But the questioning can go on and on. 
yes it can. We are always questioning for 
that is how we are. Some questions may 
be impossible to answer: did St Kieran 
have red hair? Some questions may just 
look like questions but are phoney: did 
St Fiacre feel jealousy in his big toe? But 
the ultimate question about what it is all 
about, that is the meaning of life, may 
better described as ‘a cry from the heart’. 
We ask the ultimate question because of 
the experience of tragedy, a heartache 
that demands to know why, which as we 
said is a purpose. 
So what is the final purpose or goal? 
The goals we are striving towards are the 
things or experiences we desire and so 
value. The ancient greek philosophers 
and Christian tradition answer that there is 
a final desire and so goal that lies beneath 
all the things we desire and reach out 
towards. in other words, they say that, if 

Michael Shortall

Why be moral 
anyway?

MORaLiTy MaTTeRS
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i were to keep asking you why 
you picked up this book and are 
reading this page, you would 
finally answer: i want happiness. 
you do it spontaneously and 
naturally because that is how 
you are – a being that wants 
to be happy. Happiness in 
the Catholic tradition is called 
Beatitude. The very beginning of 
the part of The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church (Dublin: Veritas, 
1994) that concerns morality 
reads: 

The Beatitudes respond 
to the natural desire for 
happiness. This desire is 
of divine origin: god has 
placed it in the human heart 
in order to draw man to the 
One who alone can fulfil it. 
The Beatitudes reveal the 
goal of human existence, 
the ultimate end of human 
acts: god calls us to his own 
beatitude. 

The purpose then of all we do – 
and so of morality – is happiness! 
But I’ve been around long 
enough to know that I did things 
to be happy but it didn’t work 
out that way. 
and that is the way of wisdom 
or maturity. Wisdom is the 
knowledge to know what 
makes for true happiness and 
not a fleeting happiness. True 
happiness is not something 
you can have; it is something 
you become – at peace with 
yourself, flourishing in life, and 
most of all loving and being 
loved. 
Sounds like the message of 
Christmas. 
yes, in part, it is. in faith, we 
believe that in the birth of the 
Jesus, god came close to us 
so that would find happiness in 
god. Happy Christmas. 
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Sean O’Connor

The idea of growing a moustache, we thought, 
would not entail quite the same suffering!

Movember 

Movember (the month formerly known 
as November) is basically a moustache 
growing charity event held globally every 
year during the month of November to 
raise funds and awareness for prostrate 
Cancer and Men’s Health.

My involvement came as result of a 
conversation with a number of friends. 
We were interested in raising money for 
a charity without having to run the Dublin 
city marathon, which, as you can imagine 
is physically demanding. The idea of 
growing a moustache, we thought, would 
not entail quite the same suffering!

raising funds and 
awareness for men’s health
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Once registered with movember.ie 
the hard work of struggling to grow a 
moustache began on the 1st November. 
The first week was a time of intense 
itching on the upper lip and a time when 
parishioners started to look differently at 
me. Out of kindness, they stopped short 
of asking the question “could i buy a razor 
for you Fr Sean, or you forgot to shave 
this morning Fr Sean? Slowly but surely a 
moustache started to appear and the 
faithful were becoming aware that my 
mustache was not a fashion statement 
but a preparation for a charitable event 
for which i was hoping to raise money, 
together with Jimmy Bourke, Mick 
Timmons and aidan Lanigan.

Numerous meetings took place between 
the four to us to offer support and 
also to see how our moustaches were 
progressing! after about three weeks with 
our sponsorship cards, we received many 
generous donations to this worthy cause. 

There are many different types of 
moustaches that one can grow. The 
Magnum as in Magnum pi, the Zorro, the 
pencil, the paintbrush. My moustache 
ended up unintentionally been something 
between a Horse Shoe and Trucker-style 
moustache. 

Once the final week of the Movember 
experience came around, our moustaches 
had now matured and were attracting a 
lot of attention which was very important 
on reflection. as part of Movember, it 
is not just collecting money for Men’s 
Health, but also making people aware 
of this issue in general. This work is crucial 
in saving and improving the lives of men 
affected by prostate cancer, testicular 
cancer and mental health problems. The 
Movember Foundation challenges men to 
grow moustaches to spark conversation 
and raise vital funds for its men’s health 
programs. Certainly, in our experience, it 
did spark many conversations.

When something goes on, inevitably it has 
to come off at some stage, and rather 
than shaving it off in the privacy of our 
own bathroom. We decided to have 
our moustaches shaved off publicly to 
celebrate our goal, in what we felt was 
a small bit like a marathon experience as 
well as raising money by means of a raffle 
and further contributions. 

Our families and friends gathered in JB 
Burke’s Bar where music was provided, 
sandwiches were consumed and the 
last minutes of our growing mustaches 
were admired. When the moment of truth 
arrived, our hairdresser in residence, Claire 
gaffney, proceeded to shave in a painless 
way (thanks Claire!) our moustaches onto 
the bar floor. also, the proprietor of JB 
Burke’s went one step further by getting 
his head shaved, and in doing so raising 
another €250 for the cause. 

On behalf of Jimmy, Mike, aidan and 
myself, thanks to all who contributed to this 
worthy cause which raised over €2,000.



page 26

OSSORy TiMeS DeCeMBeR 2014

every diocese must have a ‘mother church’, a 
cathedral church, which is the official seat of the bishop 

of the diocese. The word cathedral which comes from 
the Latin word ‘cathedra’ means ‘chair’ which is a 

symbol of the teaching office and pastoral authority 
of the bishop as shepherd of the people of god in a 

diocese. in our case a diocese which includes most of 
County Kilkenny and portions of Laois and Offaly.
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We must commence on another 
renovation, one absolutely 
necessary, if we are to hand on 
the cathedral to our successors.

St Mary’s 
Cathedral

The Cathedral Church of St Mary’s is the 
third such building in Kilkenny to have been 
dedicated to the mother of Our Saviour. 
it is one of Kilkenny’s most conspicuous 
buildings and the mere fact that Kilkenny 
has had a cathedral since the early Middle 
ages meant automatically that Kilkenny 
was a city, as its presence was as one of 
the vital elements for city status. No matter 
from what side and by whatever means 
you approach Kilkenny, you cannot fail to 
notice this graceful limestone structure, with 
its beautiful gothic tower. This of course was 
no accident. The first St Mary’s was founded 
in the opening years of the 13th century and 
still stands in the heart of our city, amidst a 
forest of tombs. The second, known as the 
‘old cathedral’, was built outside St James’ 
gate near Wellington Square, and served 
the community from 1774 until 1857, when 
the ‘new’ cathedral opened for service. 
The model for this ‘new’ cathedral was 
gloucester Cathedral, one of six english 
cathedrals, which had a pre-Reformation 
existence, as a monastic church. This i am 
convinced was no accident.
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The highly decorative ceiling above the 
sanctuary, restoration painters will focus on 
paintwork, gold leaf work and stencilling work

Works will be undertaken in repair and renovation of 
the existing paintwork and plasterwork

an example of a Station restored.

an example of a Station before 
restoration work.
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There have been many restorations and upgrades since 
1857. Now we must commence on another renovation, 
one absolutely necessary, if we are to hand on the 
cathedral to our successors, as it has come down to us. We 
also wish to restore and conserve many of the elements of 
the Cathedral which have in part been lost sight of, such 
as the magnificent mosaic work of the Sanctuary and the 
glorious stained glass windows donated to the cathedral 
by the faithful people of god.

The work has in part begun and with your help and support 
and the input of the necessary experts, together we will 
bring the work to completion for the glory of god, for 
those who have gone before us and for our brothers and 
sisters of the Diocese of Ossory and beyond. in this way 
we will fulfil our mission of Renovation, Restoration and the 
Reconnection of the cathedral to the life of the city and 
the diocese.

We need your support to complete the task and restore 
this sacred space. you can do this by pledging an annual 
contribution and/or entering the Diocesan Draw which is 
being established at this time by contacting The presbytery, 
St Mary’s Cathedral, James’ Street, Kilkenny, tel. 056-
7721253, email stmaryscathedral@ossory.ie. alternatively 
donations can be made by using the donation facility on 
the Ossory diocesan website www.ossory.ie/donations.

Monsignor Kieron J Kennedy,
Cathedral administrator

Historic wallpaper found behind the 
side altar.

Works will also include significant
non-abrasive repairs and cleaning 
of the mosaics on walls and floors, 
sample of before and after below.

Images courtesy: 
Catherine Black, Signiatec
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Medjugorje talk

Last summer, the summer of 2013, life was 

going great for me. i had just finished my 

Leaving Cert, received the points i needed 

for my course, and was all set for college. My 

college days didn’t last too long however, 

as after three days away from home i was 

tragically forced to return home, due to my 

father’s death by suicide. 

The next few days felt like years. i didn’t want 

to talk to anyone, didn’t want to face life. i 

honestly just wanted the ground to swallow 

me up and take my away from the nightmare 

i was going through. The last words i said to 

Daddy were: ‘i’ll see you at the weekend’. 

Never had i imagined that the next time i saw 

him would be in a coffin. To lose your father 

at the age of 18, just as you are becoming an 

adult is a traumatic event. i was so upset and 

confused. i kept asking myself why he would 

have done it and could i have done anything 

to have stopped him. These questions eat you 

up inside.

in the build up to Medjugorje i was very excited. 

i had heart stories of what an amazing place 

it is. i had very little faith before the trip. i was 

bringing my hurt and anger with me and all 

my questions of why and if only. But as soon as 

i reached Medjugorje everything changed. 

The first time i entered the little church out 

there i found myself praying. i wasn’t saying set 

prayers, i was just asking god to help me. The 

power of the place was already beginning to 

work on me.

an amazing thing happened to me in 

Medjugorje, an experience i will never forget. i 

received a special healing. i fell into a type of 

sleep whilst praying. in the blackness i heard 

Daddy’s voice calling me, telling me i will be 

OK.

praying to him i was able to say things i had 

not had the chance to say, things i prayed i 

would be allowed to tell him. 

i believe what happened to me in Medjugorje 

to be a miracle. i prayed, i asked god to allow 

me to see Daddy and he did. i went with very 

little faith and now i have full faith, which i will 

keep for life. 

My experience in Medjugorje without a 
doubt changed my life. i had never heard of 
Medjugorje until the year of my visit there in 
2014. i did not have very strong faith, i went 
to Mass but i did not think too much about it. 
However i was meant to go to Medjugorje for 
a reason, and i will never look back.

Peter McPhillips
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The Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel
St Mary’s Cathedral, 
Kilkenny, 7-8pm
gUiDeD pRayeR BeFORe THe 
BLeSSeD SaCRaMeNT WiTH 
BeNeDiCTiON

Contact:  Fr Willie purcell, 
Ossory Vocations Office 
056 7770261/0876286858 
ossoryvocdir@gmail.com
all Welcome

First Friday 
of every 
Month

Holy 
Hour for 
Vocations
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Mass of Thanksgiving for the 
presentation Sisters

Breda O’Shea

a parting of the Ways

The convent in Mooncoin is now empty 
of the presentation Sisters whose home 
it was for years. To offset the feelings of 
regret held by the Sisters themselves 
and the hoards of past pupils, Mass was 
celebrated by Bishop Séamus Freeman, Fr 
peter Muldowney and priest who served 
in the parish - a Mass of Thanksgiving 
on Sunday 14 September. Sister Mary of 
the community and the Leadership of 
the province express their thanks to all 
who organised the events of the day, 
the choir, the servers, Mrs Breda O’Shea 
and the school children who gave a 
musical presentation of the Nano Nagle 
story. There was also great appreciation 
for other gifts the sisters received. a holy 
water font was unveiled in the church 
in memory of the Sisters. Lanterns and 
a painting of the Convent were also 
presented.

Following the Mass everyone collected in 
the parish hall for refreshment. it will be 
remembered from the new testament 
that the disciples who accompanied 

Jesus were fed from five loafs and a 
few fish. in our hall we had a reverse 
situation, we had 300 to 350 people but 
we had provisions of sandwiches and 
homemade cakes to feed everyone 
and much more. all was provided by the 
parishioners. after refreshments music, 
song, dance and recessetations was the 
order of the evening with talent coming 
from the most unexpected places. The 
children showed us how to dance reels, 
doubles, sean nós and a group of not 
so young in years but young of heart 
stepped on stage and danced for the 
sisters. By the end of the evening, priests, 
nuns and people were singing, humming 
or dancing to the “Hokey pokey”.

as well as a great afternoon most people 
had a goodie bag going home.  What a 
send off!!  i’m sure all of us were delighted 
to be part of and to celebrate with the 
sisters .

May god, His blessed Mother take care 
of them all.



Bishop Séamus Freeman has granted permission for the 
celebration of marriages of past pupils and staff in the 
College Chapel. 

Set in the magnificent grounds of St Kieran's the 
College Chapel, which seats c. 180 people, is an ideal 
location for the celebration of marriage. 

any past-pupil or staff thinking of celebrating their 
marriage here are invited to contact the College Office. 
Tel: 056 7721086
email: admin@stkieranscollege.ie

Weddings at St Kieran's College
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it seems our parishes are full of 
people willing to give of their time 
to serve others!

advent is typically a time for parishes and 
groups to start to take stock of what they 
are doing and why they are doing it. it 
is the start of the Church’s liturgical year 
and as with any New year people begin 
to refocus on what is important. The 
Diocesan Faith Development group did 
just that for nearly 200 people recently at 
a talk for those involved in Ministry in the 
diocese.  

On Monday 24 November the aFD group 
invited Fr Liam power from the diocese 
of Waterford and Lismore to come to 
Kilkenny to offer an evenings reflection 
for ministers in Ossory.  Word was sent to 
all parishes to invite people to attend - 
and they did in numbers. Ted, Fr Dan and 
the rest of the team in St patrick’s parish 
Centre were occupied long after the 
talk had started still trying to source more 
chairs to accommodate the crowd that 
filled the largest room in the centre.  

Fr Liam began the evening by asking 
those gathered if a reflection on the who, 
why and how of ministry was suitable 
material for the night.  all agreed. Then 
in a relaxed and informal way Liam 
began his conversation with those in 
attendance - and it was a conversation.

By dialoguing with those who were 
there and in welcoming comments and 
reflections from the floor Liam lead the 
group as they reflected on the variety 
and importance of the many ministries 
that were represented. everyone from 
Ministers of the Word, choirs, Ministers of 
the eucharist, sacristans, collectors and 
finance personnel, flower arrangers, 
carpark attendants, ushers, parish 
pastoral Council members, baptismal 
team members, and many, many more 
were represented. in fact just listing 
out those who were there was in itself 
insightful. it seems our parishes are full 
of people willing to give of their time to 
serve others!

Concluding the evening Fr Dermot Ryan 
thanked Liam for his reflection and noted 
that a night like this was in a real way an 
opportunity for the diocese to say thank 
you also to all who serve in our parishes - 
there are many and our parishes depend 
on them to be the vibrant and active 
expressions of the gospel that they 
are.  a wonderful night was had by all 
who attended - it hopefully will not be the 
last time Fr Liam is invited to work with a 
group in our diocese. 

Ministry talk
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St Brendan’s Church 
Muckalee parish
Larry Wallace
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Recently the Church of St 
Brendan’s Church in the parish of 
Muckalee was reopened following 
extensive restoration works. To mark 
this wonderful occasion Bishop, 
Séamus Freeman, SaC, joined with 
Fr Larry Wallace and the community 
for a celebration of the eucharist 
and to pray the Lord’s blessing on 
the parish church and community.  

To all who worshiped at this church 
it was becoming evident over the 
last few years that it was in need 
of a facelift. in fact nature has its 
own way of forcing the issue as the 
storms in December 2013 removed 
slates from five different areas of 
the roof. These were replaced and 
again a second storm in February 
2014 took slates from three new 
places. With all this in mind a 
survey was carried out and the 
conclusion showed that the only 
sensible thing to do was to replace 
the roof completely. The timber 
batons were rotten, nails rusted 
and ample signs of dampness. 
The survey also indicated that the 
suspended tile ceiling was not fit 
for purpose and did not comply 
with modern day fire and safety 

it is the place where we have found 
strength, solace, hope and forgiveness. 
Here the most significant dates and 
events of our lives are celebrated...
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standards. The electrical wiring was 
very old and needed replacement. 
also the condition of the floor was 
considered suspect and needed 
further investigation when the pews 
were removed.

The works were therefore extensive 
as the church required a new roof, 
ceiling, floor and carpeting. There 
was also a complete rewiring and 
redecoration of the church along 
with a resurfacing of the car park. 
The builders moved in to begin this 
process on Monday 16th June and it 
was completed in record time giving 
the parish back a Church of great 
beauty and dignity.

On the occasion of its opening 
Fr Larry noted that “in this House 
of prayer young and old have 
approached a loving and merciful 
god. it is the place where we have 
found strength, solace, hope and 
forgiveness. Here the most significant 
dates and events of our lives are 
celebrated. generations have been 
baptised, confirmed, received first 
Communion, were married and had 
prayers and funeral Masses offered 
for them… it is therefore somewhere 

very special to our community and to 
all the members of our community.   

But importantly Fr Larry continued 
“when St Francis of assisi in the 
thirteenth century heard the call 
of the Lord “Rebuild my church”, 
the energetic Francis began to pile 
up stones to rebuild the walls. On 
reflection he realised that in addition 
to stone walls and roofs rebuilding the 
church meant a growth of faith. This 
needed building and nurturing too. 
This is our challenge too”

The Mass of Thanksgiving on the 
occasion of the opening of the 
Church was, therefore, a celebration 
of the faith and commitment of the 
many generations of parishioners who 
have worshipped at St Brendan’s for 
the past 170 years. 

The support and good wishes and 
the joy that were clearly evident 
throughout the work and now at 
its completion is a great tribute to 
the faith of this community. and 
the prayer of the parish is that it will 
be a beacon of faith and light and 
hope to all for another 170 years and 
beyond..
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The Keys of the Kingdom, canvas behind the altar.
Muckalee grotto, constructed 1957.
Site of original parish church.
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Finding Christ
in Christmas

Ray Dempsey

Christmas seems to arrive earlier and 
earlier each year – it is not unusual 
now to see Christmas items on display 
in the shops at the end of September 
or the beginning of October. amid this 
commercial frenzy, amid the tinsel and 
the glitter we are called as the followers 
of Christ to find the real meaning of the 
season and the real meaning of our lives 
in him. as we become more aware of the 
plight of homeless people in our irish cities 
(with the recent death of a homeless 
man Johnathan Corrie in Dublin) one 
cannot help but think of the Holy Family 
wandering the street of Bethlehem, 
homeless almost, finding that there was 
no room at the inn. Surely the coming of 
Christ among us challenges us to find the 
face of Christ in the least of our brothers 
and sisters – because that surely is where 
he is to be found. 

pope Francis is challenging us all by his 
words and most of all by the example 
of his own life and commitment to the 
gospel. The pope is asking us in the name 
of Jesus to go out and to be missionaries 
in our world today – to carry with us the 
message of Christ, emmanuel, god with 
us. in these the darkest days of the year 
we are called to bring Christ’s light into 
the world this Christmas – by our words 
and also by our actions. as the american 
author Mary Sue Rosenberger put it: “But, 
oh Lord, help us to look for you too, among 
the taxes of life, and the wanderings of 
rootless travellers. in the world’s smelly 
stables, and in makeshift mangers. in 
sweat-like drops of blood and rough-
hewn crosses, humanly fashioned. Help 
us look, Lord – and help us find!” May we 
too find him in our midst this Christmas. 

“The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us”. Those famous words from St 
John’s prologue we will hear proclaimed once again in our Church’s this Christmas 
eve and this Christmas Day. St John’s words bring home to us that eternal truth the 
god came among us in the person of a helpless baby born to a young couple, 
Mary and Joseph, in a stable in Bethlehem. This great event of the incarnation 
has changed the history of the world forever. god became one of us and shared 
in our joys and delights aswell as our brokenness and pain. When we reflect more 
closely on that fact that the “Word became flesh” we can see more and more 
how this reality changes everything and our lives are filled with new hope and 
new meaning.

SpiRiTUaLiTy MaTTeRS
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Kathleen Maher and Eilis Costelloe

Facilitating the set up of 
parish pastoral Councils

The Ossory Diocesan Forum was 
established in 2004. its vision was to enable 
the people of the Diocese, priests, religious 
and laity, to answer their baptismal call to 
be co-responsible “for the building of an 
effective collaborative Church so as to 
further the mission of Christ in the world” 
(Forum Constitution 2013). There are three 
Deanery pastoral Councils, (Northern, 
Middle and Southern) together with a 
Diocesan pastoral Council. The members 
are drawn from the parishes and they 
meet roughly eight times annually. 

The Diocesan pastoral Council is currently 
working on a pastoral plan which will 
enable parish pastoral Councils to be 
more effective in addressing the pastoral 
needs of the parish. grand plans are 
all very well but they will not bear fruit 
unless they help engage parishioners 
at parish/local level in collaborative 
ministry, expanding their vision and 
building community. By virtue of their 
Baptism and Confirmation and in light 
of the declining number of priests parish 
pastoral Councils need to be proactive. 
To date Derek Dooley has been helping 
parishes throughout the diocese in 
their task of setting up a ppC. We thank 
Derek for his commitment to this work of 
evangelisation. Derek has now trained 
facilitators in each deanery who will help 
parish pastoral Councils work through a 
process which involves engaging with 
the “Four pillars” of parish life: 
1.  Liturgy and prayer, 
2.  growing in Faith,
3.  Building Community and 
4.  Service. 

The facilitators will visit the parish on three 
occasions. The first visit involves looking at 

what a ppC is and just as importantly what 
it is not. parishes are already doing great 
work which is undocumented and this first 
night affirms what is happening at parish 
level. The aim would be to acknowledge 
and build on these foundations.

The following two nights will address the 
four areas of parish life as above. They 
will be looked at in a spirit cooperation 
involving prayer, reflection, dialogue and 
decision making.

at the third meeting a pastoral plan will 
be drawn up. This plan clearly defines 
what is to be done and by whom. it also 
sets achievable timelines. The following 
outline gives some idea as to how the 
process is developed. (This is a fictitious 
parish) 
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in his publication Evangelii  Gaudium 
The Joy of the Gospel, pope Francis 
states “The formation of the laity and 
the evangelisation of professional and 
intellectual life represent a significant 
pastoral challenge.” This challenge must 
be taken seriously by the people of god 
so as to enrich the lives of His people and 
bring Christ to the Market place, where 
everyone will feel enthused, enriched, 
involved and valued.

The following facilitators are available 
to parishes on request through the 
adult Faith Development office, tel. 056 
7753624 or email afd@ossory.ie
Northern Deanery: Kathleen Maher and 
eilís Costelloe
Middle Deanery: Diarmuid Healy and pat 
Bacon
Southern Deanery: paschal grace.
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Church of eirke, parish of galmoy
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a priest for all seasons
On Monday July 7th 2014 the annual 
cemetery Mass was scheduled to take 
place at eirke in the parish of galmoy 
about 3km from the parish Church at 
7.30pm. after a sunny June it was thought 
that a pleasant evening was on the 
cards but we all know the uncertainties 
of the irish climate coupled with a slightly 
dubious forecast from MeT eireann. Sure 
enough with an hour to go the skies 
turned grey and within the half hour the 
first drops were beginning to fall, from 
my vantage point close by, the first cars 
could be seen arriving, i made my way 
upwards and joined the ‘brolly brigade’ 
already assembled-neighbours arvd 
relatives of the deceased buried there.

Fr Tom Coyle arrived (pp galmoy). ‘To be 
or not to be’ we asked ourselves. However, 
Fr Tom quickly assessed the situation and 
spotted a horse-box adjacent to the 
temporary altar. Seizing the moment, the 
altar was transferred to the inside of the 
horsebox and the celebrant proceeded 
with the ceremony, cocooned on all 
sides from the harsh elements.

The horsebox is the property of Michael 
and Kay Doyle and was used to 
transport chairs and altar requisites to the 
graveyard. Michael and the late Murt 
Ryan were instrumental in ensuring that 
eirke was included in cemetery Masses 
having taken care of the grounds and 
surrounds for many year, and restoring it 
to its present state.

eirke is very special to me. The old 
protestant Church 1830 and graveyard 
“crowned the summit of green hill 
commanding a glorious prospect” 
Canon Carrigan’s description in his 
ecclesiastical history of the diocese. a 

tomb in the grounds, again according to 
Carrigan “is remarkable inasmuch as it is 
the oldest monument in Ossory bearing 
an inscription in the english language” 
(Morris 1538).

eirke Church reminds me of my childhood 
when my playmates and myself used to 
climb into the disused building through 
the porch window. i can still visualize the 
pulpit and ascending the steps to deliver 
the most wonderful sermons to the ghosts 
and spirits of times past. a small recess 
was discovered which we labelled ‘the 
hole in the wall’ (pre aTM era). We recited 
our sins into the darkness therein and 
pulled the hatch across, thereby purging 
ourselves! Trying to evade the late Canon 
guinan who was living in eirke House the 
parish priest’s residence at the time and 
paddy Looby the priest’s helper only 
added to the excitement.

i now live under the shadow of eirke an 
whenever i glance up at the majestic old 
building an air of tranquillity descends 
over me and all is well.

Michael and Kay Doyle, galmoy.

Mary Harte
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Liam Bergin

The Confirmation ceremony highlights 
the connection with Baptism... 

Confirmation

The key to understanding the sacrament 
of Confirmation is found in its name. The 
sacrament confirms or reaffirms two 
realities: the meaning of baptism and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.

Confirmation is normally celebrated in 
sixth class as young people prepare to 
leave primary school and enter second 
level. it coincides with a significant 
threshold as the young person moves 
from the familiar, protected world 
of childhood to the more uncertain, 
challenging phase of teenage years. 

The Confirmation ceremony highlights 
the connection with Baptism.  When they 
were baptised as infants, the parents and 
godparents spoke in the child’s name 
and pledged to raise the child in faith 
and love as a member of the Church. 
a lighted candle was entrusted to the 
parents and godparents as a symbol 
of the faith that was to be kept burning 
brightly. as part of the Confirmation 
programme the young person speaks 
for him or herself and, holding a lighted 
candle, personally renews the promises 

that others made on the day of Baptism 
and now publicly commits to give witness 
to Jesus Christ in the world.  at Baptism 
the godparents are called to help the 
parents to raise the child as a member 
of god’s family. at Confirmation the 
sponsor (often one of the godparents) 
offers support through example and 
prayer. The child was given a name at 
Baptism; at Confirmation the name of a 
saint who inspires the candidate to follow 
Christ more closely is added.

in Baptism and Confirmation the 
candidate is anointed with the oil of 

SaCRaMeNT MaTTeRS
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Diocese of Ossory
CONFiRMaTiON 
2015

chrism and receives the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Chrism is a perfumed oil that 
reminds us of the dignity that we bear as 
daughters and sons of god.   The bishop or 
minister of Confirmation traces the sign of 
the cross with chrism on the candidate’s 
forehead as he says “Be sealed with the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.“ 

The Hebrew word “messiah” means 
“anointed one” and it is translated into 
greek by the word “christos.”  Christ means 
the “anointed one” and Christians are the 
“anointed ones.”  We are Christians; we 
are anointed ones, sharing in the life of 
Christ through Baptism and strengthened 
to share his mission in Confirmation. We 
who are reborn in the waters of Baptism 
and anointed to proclaim the Kingdom 
of god receive the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit to be our “helper and guide” in 
Confirmation.  

Come, Holy Spirit!  Bless us with your gifts.  
Bless our young people through their 
teenage years. give them wisdom and 
understanding, a generous heart to know 
what is right. give them courage to live 
by the gospel and to be your witnesses in 
the world. Come, Holy Spirit!
  

During the Confirmation ceremony the 
bishop extends his hands and says this 
prayer over the group to be confirmed:

all-powerful god, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 
by water and the Holy Spirit 
you freed your sons and daughters from 
sin 
and gave them new life. 
Send your Holy Spirit upon them 
to be their helper and guide
give them the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, 
the spirit of right judgment and courage, 
the spirit of knowledge and reverence. 
Fill them with the spirit of wonder and 
awe in your presence. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

JANUARY
Saturday, 31st  St Canice’s

FEBRUARY
Sunday, 1st   Callan
Saturday 7th   Rathdowney
Sunday, 8th   Muckalee
Saturday, 14th  Urlingford 
Sunday, 15th   Clogh
MiD TeRM
Saturday, 28th  Ferrybank

MARCH
Sunday, 1st   Kilmacow
Saturday, 7th    inistioge
Sunday, 8th    Borris in Ossory
Saturday, 14th  Slieverue
Sunday, 15th   gowran
Saturday, 21st   St Mary’s
Sunday, 22nd   Templeorum

eaSTeR  

APRIL
Saturday, 18th  St patrick’s - St Mary’s Cathedral 
Sunday, 19th   Durrow
Thursday, 23rd   School of the Holy Spirit and St 

patrick’s School, Kells Road – St 
Fiacre’s Church

Saturday, 25th  St John’s
Sunday, 26th   Mooncoin

MAY
Saturday, 2nd   Clara  - St Mary’s Cathedral
Sunday, 3rd   Ballyhale
Saturday, 9th   gaelscoil - St Mary’s Cathedral
Sunday, 10th   Thomastown
Saturday, 16th  Castlecomer
Saturday, 17th  Ballyragget
LOURDeS
Saturday, 30th  Mullinavat
Sunday, 31st   glenmore

JUNE
Saturday, 6th   Rosbercon
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Ossory Adult Faith Development
Tel 056 7753624
Email afd@ossory.ie
Web www.ossory.ie

Facing death - our own and the loss of loved ones - is one of 
life’s most difficult tasks. Whether we believe or don’t, have 
great faith or little, the challenge to make sense of it is the 
same for everyone.

This booklet, produced by the adult Faith Development 
group, is designed as an aid to help families during the days 
of a funeral. it acts as a simple guide in choosing readings, 
prayers of the faithful etc... available soon.

In a time of 
bereavement

Reflections
Readings 
Prayers of the Faithful

In a time of 
bereavement

Reflections
Readings 
Prayers of the Faithful
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CROSSWORD

Congrats to the winners 
from the Ossory Times 
Issue 5 competitions:

Adult Crossword: 
Mr padraig O'Neill
Oakwood, Kilfera, Kilkenny

Children’s Wordsearch, 
ages 8-13: 
Michael Ryan, Luffany, 
Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny

Children’s Colouring 
Competition, ages 5-8: 
Jack Ryan, Luffany, 
Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny

Prize for Adult 
Crossword 
Competition

€50 Voucher
for Chapter House 

Bookshop

Prize for age 8-13 
Wordsearch 
Competition

€30 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Send your entries, with your 
name, address, email and 
mobile number, to: 
“Ossory Times’ Competition”, 
Ossory Adult Faith 
Development, 
St Kieran’s College, 
College Road, 
Kilkenny, 
by 20th February 2015, first 
correct entry from the hat wins!

Prize for age 5-8 
Colouring 
Competition 

€20 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Prize for age 13-17 
Colouring 
Competition

iPod 
Shuffle
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For ages 5-8 

Colouring
Competition

answers to Ossory Times issue 6

For ages 8-13

Wordsearch
Competition

Draw an image 

of “God’s 
Love at Work 

Today”

For ages 13-17

Colouring
Competition





Direct from the National Concert Hall & Belfast’s Waterfront
Ireland’s Greatest Voices...

THE ‘ONE AND ONLY ESTABLISHED TRIO...
with Star Violinist and Thomastown National School Choir, Magical Hits & 

Popular Uplifitng Mix from Sinatra, Leonard Cohen, The Dubliners and Pavarotti

THE THREE 
TENORS

St. Mary’s N.S. Thomastown who will perform on the night

Saturday 7th February at 8.00 p.m.   Adm.: €25 / €22


