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... that young people 
be made aware of 
this event and their 
knowledge of being part 
of a diocese and a local 
church be increased.

Dear Teacher
On Sunday 11th March Monsignor Dermot 
Farrell will be ordained as the new Bishop of 
Ossory in St Mary’s Cathedral, Kilkenny at 3pm. 
He has been asked to take on this ministry by 
Pope Francis and it was announced that he 
accepted this responsibility on January 3rd. 

This is an historic moment for our Diocese 
as our next bishop takes up his ministry with 
us.  With regards to the secondary schools 
in our Diocese, we are are anxious that 
in the weeks leading up to the Ordination, 
young people might be made aware of this 
event and that their knowledge of being part 
of a diocese and a local church could be 
increased. To this end, we have produced a 
resource pack which we hope can be used 
in class by teachers. This resource pack 
will have materials which can be used right 
through from 1st Year to 6th Year.

For Transition Year students we include a 
history of St Mary’s Cathedral and we invite 
schools, if possible, to bring their TY classes 
on a tour of the Cathedral to explore and find 
the different features as mentioned in this 
short history.

We have also included details on an essay 
competition in relation to this event. We would 
ask that you make a copy of these details and 
circulate them among your students. It might 
be possible to do this in conjunction with the 
English department in your school.

In these remaining weeks leading up to the 
Ordination of our new bishop we ask you to 
keep Monsignor Dermot in your prayers as 
he begins to lead the church of Ossory into 
the future.

May God continue to bless you in your work!



DIOCESE OF OSSORY
SCHOOL RESOURCE PACK

Essay Competition

In order to ensure that 
your voice is heard the 
new Bishop is inviting 
you to voice your views 
and opinions on the 
church

Guidelines: 
Essays should be 1000-1500 words in 
length.

Written on one side of the page only.

Essays to be returned to Essay Competition, 
AFD Office, St Kieran’s College, Kilkenny, for 
the date of 9th March 2018. Your R.E. or 
English teacher will help organise this.

Prizes:
There will be two prizes, one senior and one 
junior of an Apple iPad Mini for the winning 
essays. These essays will also be published 
in the next edition of the Ossory Times, our 
Diocesan magazine. 

On the 11th March Monsignor Dermot 
Farrell will be ordained as the new Bishop 
of Ossory in St Mary’s Cathedral, Kilkenny. 
The church which he will lead here in Ossory 
should represent all ages, young and old. 
Why not be part of shaping this church so 
that young people can be more included?

In order to ensure that your voice is heard 
the new Bishop is inviting you to voice your 
views and opinions on the church in an essay 
entitled: 

A CHURCH AND FAITH 
FOR OUR GENERATION 

In writing this please think about the following:

• What does your parish/diocese mean to 
you

• The strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 
and threats to youth involvement in our 
local church.

• What issues do you think should be 
addressed when working with young 
people in the church.

• What positive experiences have you 
had in relation to church and faith, what 
has worked well and how could it be 
developed?
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The Cathedral has 
a triple title, viz. St 
Mary’s, Cathedral of the 
Assumption and Church 
of St Kieran. 

by Mrs Bryan of Jenkinstown. Another one 
was presented by Mr Dan Cullen, a wealthy 
merchant, who had shops where the present 
post office stands. The sacristy was then 
beneath the High Altar but in the latter part 
of the 19th century many improvements were 
made.

Dr Abraham Brownrigg undertook the 
very considerable task of completing the 
work originally begun in 1843. The solemn 
opening of the Cathedral, after its renovation, 
took place on the 9th April, 1899, before 
a great congregation from all parts. Many 
distinguished bishops attended, including 
His Eminence, Cardinal Logue and Dr Walsh, 
Archbishop of Dublin. Dr Donnelly, Bishop of 
Canea, was the celebrant of the High Mass 
and Most Rev. Dr Healy preached the sermon 
on the very appropriate text “And I say unto 
you, that thou art Peter and upon this rock I will 
build my Church and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it”.

A history of St Mary’s 
Cathedral
The Cathedral stands as a landmark on the 
highest point of the city. It is in Gothic style and 
built of local limestone. After 8 o’clock Mass 
on Sunday, 18th August, 1843, the foundation 
stone was laid by Most Rev. Dr Kinsella. In the 
foundation stone was placed a sealed bottle 
containing, a copy of the ‘Rules of the Christian 
Doctrine Society’, a copy of the ‘Kilkenny 
Journal’ and some silver coins, also a metal 
plate commemorating the event. The Church is 
on the site of the old ‘Burrells Hall’, which was 
the earliest foundation of St Kieran’s College.

On Sunday, 4th October, 1857 at 6.15am, the 
Cathedral was consecrated by the Bishop of 
Ossory, Most Rev. Dr Edmond Walsh. The relic 
of St Clement, which was recently brought from 
the Catacombs of Rome, was placed under our 
Blessed Lady’s Altar and also the relics of St 
Cosmos and St Damien were placed under the 
High Altar. After the consecration the Bishop 
celebrated Mass in Our Blessed Lady’s Chapel. 
He was assisted by two priests, the Rev. Drs 
Hennessy and Brennan of St Kieran’s College.

On the night before the consecration, Saturday, 
3rd October, the Sacred Relics were placed in 
tents in the Cathedral yard. All through the night 
and early dawn, with lights burning around the 
relics, faithful guards kept vigil until their time 
came for their removal into the Cathedral. The 
“Kilkenny Journal” reporting on the vigil, states 
‘throughout the night psalm and prayer broke 
like the song of the angels upon the stillness of 
the scene’.

The Cathedral has triple title, viz. St Mary’s, 
Cathedral of the Assumption and Church of 
St Kieran. Later a small organ was installed 
and a stained glass window was presented 

>>>>>
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As the Cathedral of the Assumption is also the 
Church of St Kieran, one can also see a stained 
glass window of St Kieran in the Sanctuary. 
The bell, now under electrical control, is and 
was known as St Kieran’s bell. The statue over 
the doorway leading to the Chapter room is 
the statue of St Kieran.

Up to the year 1910 the leading soprano of the 
Cathedral Choir used to sing the sacred music 
from the tower (where can be seen the purple 
windows) at the early Mass on Christmas 
Morning. This practice was discontinued 
as it was thought to be too dangerous. The 
Monstrance once used for Perpetual Adoration 
is a rare gem of the past. It was handed down 
in the Bryan family of Jenkinstown and was 
the most prized and valuable object in our 
Diocesan Museum. In the year 1664 it was 
presented to the church by Dr David Rothe, 
who was then Bishop of Ossory.

The construction of the Cathedral began 
after 1843 and continued during the Famine 
years, those years of emigration, Coffin Ships, 
starvation and even despair because of the 
many thousands of our people who died from 
hunger and disease, but during this turmoil 
and adversity, the splendid Church continued 
to grow, thanks to the pennies and other coins 
of our great-grandmothers and grandfathers 
who, perhaps, denied themselves many a 
frugal meal and who made saintly sacrifices 
because they were a spirited people and the 
backbone of the nation. Today we can bask in 
the sunshine of plenty and a thought should be 
given to those great men and women of the 
past who received so little but worked so hard 
for the glory of faith and fatherland.

(This extract taken from ‘St Mary’s Cathedral 
Kilkenny: Notes on its Foundation, Construction 
and Furnishings’  by Margaret M. Phelan)

In the case of St Margaret Mary Altar, is the 
wax figure of St Victoria, also the chalice which 
contains the preserved blood of the Saint. Both 
were sent by the Pope during the construction 
of the Cathedral in the year 1845.

The brief history of St Victoria is that she 
was promised in marriage to a rich heathen 
nobleman but she refused either to marry him 
or to sacrifice to idols. Her lover was so angry 
at her for refusing him, that he gave her up 
to the authorities as a Christian and a dagger 
was plunged into her heart at his request.  She 
is therefore a third century martyr.The Sacred 
Heart Altar, statue and altar rails can be placed 
to the credit of James Pearse Marble Works, 
Dublin. James Pearse was an Englishman and 
father of Padraig Pearse, one of the leaders of 
the 1916 Rebellion.

The beautiful marble statue of the Madonna 
by the famous sculptor, Bensoni, was 
presented by the ladies of Kilkenny. The late 
Monsignor Murphy, Vicar Apostolic, who was 
Administrator of St Mary’s and later Parish 
Priest, Gowran, stated that he met with an 
expert from London who informed him that 
there were only two of Bensoni’s statues in the 
world, one in St Mary’s and one in Italy. Both 
are priceless works of art.

Another work of art is the statue of the Little 
Flower. It replaced a Calvary now in St Kieran’s 
College. On the right hand wall can be seen the 
two white marble plaques which contain the 
names of all the Bishops from St Kieran down 
to the last Bishop, Most Rev. Dr Birch. The 
mosaic work over the High Altar at the west 
wall gives very interesting information. On the 
right is St Canice holding a church and round 
tower in his hands. The late Canon Carrigan 
states, in his history of the Diocese of Ossory, 
‘that some of the round towers can be traced 
back to the 6th century’. The next work is of St 
Kieran gazing at a bell ringing of its own accord. 
After that there is the Pope and St Patrick. The 
other works are mainly biblical.
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A history of the 
Diocese of Ossory

The Diocese of Ossory 
remains largely the 
same in area today as 
it did in the time of St 
Kieran. 

the suppression of the monasteries in the wake of the 
Reformation led to enormous changes.

It was only at the beginning of the 17th century with 
the arrival of an increasing number of priests from the 
continental colleges and the appointment of David Rothe, 
first as vicar apostolic and then as bishop (1618, that 
the Church began to reorganize. Rothe was the most 
prominent Bishop in Ireland - at one stage he was the 
only Bishop in the country -and he took a leading role in 
this renewal as well as publishing a number of important 
works. In Ossory the old civil parishes were reorganised 
into twenty nine or thirty unions, clerical conferences were 
introduced, confraternities established, and ecclesiastical 
legislation was updated. Rothe’s prominence in the 
country and the relatively peaceful state of Kilkenny led 
to the Confederate ‘parliament’ meeting in the Cty in 
the 1640s. That period saw a flowering of religious and 
political activity in Kilkenny particularly during the stay of 
Archbishop Rinuccini, the Papal Nuncio. The Cromwellian 
invasion led to a period of great difficulty for the Church 
with the poet priest Bernard Fitzpatrick who was Vicar 
General, martyred in 1653 and others forced to flee.

James Phelan’s episcopacy (1669-95) was a period 
of renewal. The number of priests increased, diocesan 
synods were regularly held, chapels were built or restored, 
and the people were able to worship in relative safety. 
Protected by the Butler web of contacts Phelan ordained 
almost one eighth of the priests of Ireland on the 1704 list 

The coming of Christianity to Ossory is associated with 
St Kieran of Saighir (Patron of our Diocese), the “first-
born of the saints of Ireland” (Promogenitus Sanctorum 
Hiberniae). His foundation at Saighir Kieran flourished for 
many centuries. Not far distant in Aghaboe, St Canice  
(Patron of Kilkenny City) founded a monastery in the 6th 
century which grew in importance, giving Feargal to the 
church of Salzburg and eventually becoming for a time the 
site of the Bishop’s See.

The Diocese of Ossory, “Ireland’s oldest bishopric”, was 
probably co-terminus with the ancient kingdom of Ossory. Its 
present boundaries were set at the synod of Rathbreasail. 
It includes most of the county of Kilkenny (except for the 
parishes of Graiguenamangh and Paulstown), part of Co. 
Laois and the ‘island” parish of Seir Kieran in Co. Offaly. 
For a time in the 13th century its boundaries extended 
as far as the Barrow and included Graiguenamanagh. The 
Diocese, then, remains largely the same in area today 
as it did in the time of St Kieran, being as it is, practically 
co-extensive with the civil division of Ossory. Abraham 
Brownrigg, in his preface to Carrigan’s “The History and 
Antiquities of the Diocese of Ossory”, notes that “no other 
Diocese in our country appears to enjoy these distinctions 
with the exception of royal Meath, which, too claims to be 
called after an Ancient Irish Kingdom, and to be coincident 
with it”. 

Already before the arrival of the Anglo-Normans the winds 
of change had been blowing from Continental Europe. The 
coming of the Cistercians to Jerpoint probably around 
1160 and to Kilkenny had already signalled the passing 
of the old Celtic order, and soon the Canons Regular of 
St Augustine were firmly installed in Saighir Kieran and 
Fertagh and had set up new foundations in Aghmacart, St 
John’s, Kilkenny, Kells and Inistioge; their sisters were in 
the nunnery of Kilculiheen.

The transfer of the Cathedral from Aghaboe to Kilkenny 
in the last decade of the twelfth century, the foundation 
of a Cathedral chapter and the establishment of a parish 
system through the system of tithes introduced by the 
Anglo-Normans radically transformed the ecclesiastical 
organisation of the Diocese. More than half of the new 
parishes were in the hands of the religious, while the 
rest were run by the secular clergy - mostly the dean 
and chapter of St Canice’s. A few were in the hands 
of lay patrons. In the 13th century the Dominicans 
came to Aghaboe, the Black Abbey in Kilkenny and 
Rosbercon. Because of their importance in the Diocese 

>>>>>
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Patrick Francis Moran (1872-84) and Cardinal Cullen 
became involved in civil court proceedings. Moran made 
a notable contribution to many areas of life in the diocese 
during his twelve year stay in Ossory - local ecclesiastical 
history, liturgical reform, the renovation of churches, the 
addition to St Kieran’s. Ashlin was his trusted architect. 
Moran was heavily involved in education on a national 
and local level. He brought the Mercy Sisters to Callan, 
the Sisters of Charity to Kilkenny and the Sacred Heart 
of Mary Sisters to Ferrybank. He became Archbishop of 
Sydney in 1884 and Australia’s first Cardinal the following 
year. He also found time to publish an edition of Archdall’s 
“Monasticon Hibernicum”, his three volume “Spicilegium 
Ossoriense” and David Route’s “Analecta”. The clergy were 
already quite involved in political life at that time and were 
to become more involved in the land question and later still 
in the co-operative movement - a largely unwritten chapter 
in their history.

The Diocese had only three bishops between 1884 and 
1981 - Abraham Brownrigg, Patrick Collier and Peter 
Birch. Bishop Brownrig made additions to the Cathedral, 
brought the St John of God Sisters to the diocese and 
promoted Canon Carrigan’s work on the history of the 
diocese which eventually bore fruit in 1905 with the 
publication of a four volume history of unrivalled value. 
During Patrick Collier’s time work continued on St Mary’s 
Cathedral, and a number of churches were built and 
renovated. Peter Birch, bishop in the heady days after 
the Vatican Council, oversaw changes in the liturgy and 
in the churches themselves. It was a period of great 
change and adaptation not just for the Church but for 
society in general. Much work was done in Ossory for 
those afflicted by poverty and suffering from disability, 
work that saw Bishop Birch achieve national prominence. 
Bishop Laurence Forristal, a native of Thomastown and 
auxiliary Bishop in Dublin was transferred to Ossory on 
30th June 1981. Bishop Forristal worked tirelessly to 
increase lay involvemnt in the life of the church in Ossory 
and among many great achievements was his establsihing 
the Diocesan Forum which still continues today. Having 
faithfully served the people of Ossory for twenty-six years, 
Bishop Forristal retired on 14th September 2007 and 
currently resides in Gowran Abbey Nursing Home.  Bishop 
Forristal was then replaced by Bishop Séamus Freeman 
S.A.C. who had served as Rector General for two terms of 
the Pallotine Order from 1992 to 2004.  Having served 
as Parish Priest of a Roman Parish he was appointed 
Bishop of Ossory on 14th September 2007. During 
Bishop Freeman’s time a significant project of work of 
restoration was begun on St Mary’s Cathedral. Furthering 
lay involvement in the life of our Diocese he oversaw the 
appointment of a Diocesan Pastoral Coordinator in Ossory 
to help ensure the realisation of our Pastoral Plan. He 
retired on the grounds of ill health on 26th July 2016. 

The coat of arms of the Diocese has a representation 
of St Kieran between two pillars. It appears on Episcopal 
Arms from the 18th century and on a beautiful book-plate 
of Archbishop Troy.

during his twenty-seven year episcopacy, more than any 
other bishop in the country.

The passing of the act of 1697 saw the exile of Bishop 
Daton and many regular clergy but some priests 
remained and the registration of 1704 meant that they 
could serve their flocks in relative peace apart from a few 
years around 1714. New chapels were constructed and 
apart from another brief period of difficulty in the 1740s 
the Church slowly recovered. As the population increased 
in the latter half of the century the need to divide the large 
parishes was felt and extra priests were required. It was 
really in the first half of the 19th century that most of the 
large parishes were divided and that the situation that 
obtains today was largely reached. The 18th century saw 
three Dominican bishops in Ossory, two of whom were 
significant figures on the Irish stage - Thomas De Burgo 
who wrote Hibemia Dominicana and John Thomas Troy 
who later became Archbishop of Dublin.

The last quarter of the 18th century saw the level of 
tolerance towards Catholics gradually improve, and with 
the passing of the relief act of 1782, which enabled 
Catholics to found schools, a turning point was reached. 
The diocesan school, St Kieran’s College, that was 
founded in Kilkenny was the first of its kind in the country. 
Its motto, “Hiems transiit”, reflects this moment. Two 
years later schools for the education of poor boys and girls 
were founded in the city. By the 1790s upheaval on the 
Continent led to the need for the provision of education for 
priests at home and in 1792 the College opened its doors 
to students of Philosophy and Theology, the first college 
in Ireland to do so. The Presentation Sisters arrived at 
the end of the century and soon afterwards the Christian 
Brothers - both providing education for those who could 
not afford it. The many churches built or renovated in the 
1790s reflected the changing position of the Catholic 
community. “Hiems transiit” - The winter indeed had 
passed.

The early part of the 19th century saw the clergy of Ossory 
led by Richard O’Donnell oppose the veto and support 
O’Connell. Bishop Marum succeeded the pious Bishop 
Lanigan and he in turn was succeeded by a Carlow man, 
William Kinsella. Church building continued apace between 
1811 and 1845, with the new St Kieran’s College, a 
number of new parochial churches and the beginning of a 
new Cathedral (1843) making a definite statement about 
the growing self-confidence of the Catholic community. 
Bishop Edmond Walsh oversaw the completion of St 
Mary’s Cathedral and consecrated it in 1857. The year 
1849 saw the founding of the Callan Tenant Protection 
Society by two curates in Callan. It was a society that was 
eventually to have a profound effect on the land agitation 
in the country.

The ‘Callan Case’ achieved great notoriety both at home 
and abroad between 1868 and 1875 as Robert O’Keeffe, 
the parish priest of Callan, Bishop Walsh, his successor 
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names] drawn up by the Apostolic Nuncio to 
Ireland. In drawing up the ‘terna’, the Nuncio 
consults widely amongst other bishops, and 
also clergy, religious, and laity from within the 
diocese.

After an appointment is announced the 
chosen man must prepare himself for 
Episcopal Ordination which will happen within 
three months of his appointment being 
confirmed. For a diocesan bishop this will 
more than likely take place in his cathedral 
church. It is through the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit in Episcopal Ordination that one 
becomes a bishop, and it is only after his 
Ordination that the new Bishop begins his 
duties.

The above is a synthesis of the 1983 Code of 
Canon Law: Canons 375-402

In the Catholic Church bishops are the 
successors of the Apostles as shepherds of 
the flock entrusted to their care. They are to 
be teachers of doctrine, ministers of worship, 
and holders of office in church government. 

A Diocesan Bishop is entrusted with the care 
of the Catholic faithful within the boundaries 
of that diocese. He is also to foster good 
relations with other Christians, people of 
other faiths, civic authorities, and indeed all 
people of goodwill.

Through his bond of communion with the 
Bishop of Rome, a bishop shares with his 
fellow bishops in a care for the whole universal 
church. A Bishop also becomes a member 
of an Episcopal Conference and thus plays a 
part in the development of Catholic life in his 
region or country.

Through the sacrament of Holy Orders the 
bishop has a special bond with his clergy 
[priests and deacons]. They are to be his co-
workers in the service of the People of God. 
The bishop is also assisted in the government 
of the diocese by the diocesan curia, which 
consists not only of clergy, but also of religious 
and laity with special skills and competence 
in various areas of the life of the Church.

To be appointed a bishop a man must be 
outstanding in “strong faith, good morals, 
piety, zeal for souls, wisdom, prudence, and 
other human virtues”. He must be at least 35 
years old and have been a priest for at least 
five years. Bishops are appointed by the Pope 
on the basis of a ‘tema’ [shortlist of three 

To be appointed a 
bishop a man must be 
at least 35 years old 
and have been a priest 
for at least five years.

The role of the 
Bishop
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A bishop is considered 
today to be a successor 
to the Apostles.

Today this tradition continues as a bishop is 
identified with a particular diocese. There is a 
stability about the role of the bishop among his 
people. A bishop is close to those he serves, 
he lives among them and knows their story. In 
fact, emphasising this, Pope Francis in a homily 
on Holy Thursday in 2013 called on priests and 
bishops to be among their people, close to them 
in the joys and struggles of daily life - he beautifully 
phrased this by calling on them to be shepherds 
who carry the “odour of the sheep” for whom 
they care.  Since the Second Vatican Council the 
role of the bishop in a diocese is clearly defined 
as the one entrusted with the care of a local 
Church and responsible for teaching, governing, 
and sanctifying the faithful of his diocese (Lumen 
Gentium 21) sharing these responsibilities with 
the priests, deacons, lay faithful and religious who 
work with him. The mandate of a bishop today 
is, then, a continuation of the work of the early 
Apostles - to be close to the people they care for 
and to bring them to an awareness of the Good 
News given us by God.

Successors of the 
Apostles
A bishop is considered today to be a successor to 
the Apostles. All of the four Gospels point to the 
fact that Jesus formed with him a group of twelve 
disciples during his ministry (see Matthew 10:1-
44; Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16; John 6:70).  
In fact, Luke’s Gospel seems to suggest that he 
chose the twelve from a larger group of followers 
and tells us that “He called his disciples to himself 
and from these he chose twelve” (Luke 6:13). As 
Jesus carried out his own mission among us 
these chosen Disciples worked as an extension of 
his ministry.  We are told that they too preached 
repentance and healed the sick (Matthew 10:1-
21; Luke 9:1-6). There were evidently close to 
Jesus and taught by him suggesting that he 
envisioned a time when they would be charged 
with continuing the mission.  In fact, later we see 
from the words of the risen Christ that theirs was 
a mandate to “go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations” (Matthew 28:19).  They were 
asked, therefore, to continue his work and to 
spread the Good News to as many people and 
communities as possible.

We know from the pages of the New Testament 
that the Apostles travelled from community 
to community - sometimes staying a period of 
time with them (Paul stayed a year and a half in 
Corinth (Acts 18:11)) and sometimes moving 
on quiet quickly (Paul stayed just three months 
in Ephesus (Acts 19:9-10)).  Paul’s many letters 
back to those communities that he visited stand 
as testimony for his ongoing care of these new 
and emerging communities of faith. He was 
deeply conscious of the duty of care that he had 
for the believing community (2 Cor 11:28 & 2 
Cor 2:4).  However, guided by the Holy Spirit, as 
early as about the year 115 AD, from the letters 
of Ignatius of Antioch, we see that individual 
local churches were begun to be led by a bishop 
who was distinct from the presbyterate and 
understood as the leader of the whole church in 
that area.  
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We pray especially in 
our day, for those who 
hear your invitation to 
be a priest, sister or 
brother. 

Vocations Prayer
Loving God, 

You speak to us and nourish us through the 
life of your church community. In the name of 
Jesus, we ask you to send your Spirit to us 
that men and women among us, young and 
old, will respond to your call to service in the 
church. 

We pray especially in our day, for those who 
hear your invitation to be a priest, sister or 
brother. 

May those who are opening their hearts 
and minds to your call be encouraged and 
strengthened through our enthusiasm in 
your service. 

Amen.

For further information on Vocations 
please contact Fr Kieran O’Shea, St Mary’s 
Cathedral, Kilkenny. vocations@ossory.ie
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SAIGHIR CHIARÁIN

Saighir Chiaráin was the chief church of 
Osraighe for some time. There is a monastic 
site with a sacred well and the Saint’s bush 
is still very popular at the place near Clareen 
in Co Offaly. However, ecclesiastically Seir 
Kieran seems to have been superseded by 
the later monastic foundation of St Canice at 
nearby Aghaboe. 

And it was Canice who was to be the patron 
of the church established by the Normans 
in the city of Kilkenny. This later became St 
Canice’s Cathedral in Irishtown, Kilkenny.

St Kieran is known as the “first-born of the 
saints of Ireland”. Kieran’s father came from 
Ossory and it is reputed that while he was 
visiting the southwest of Ireland he met 
a woman called Liadán, who came from 
Cape Clear in Co Cork. It is said that Kieran 
had royal blood as his father is said to have 
descended from the Kings of Ossory.  It is 
believed, however, that the young Kieran 
lived his early life away from the Kingdom of 
Ossory in Cape Clear.  

Kieran is often recognised as one of the 
pre-Patrician saints of Ireland, and it is fairly 
certain that he began and ended his time as 
Bishop in the 5th Century thereby making 
him a contemporary of St Patrick. Tradition 
tells that St Kieran went to Rome where he 
was ordained by the Pope and while on route 
back to Ireland he met St Patrick, who told 
him exactly where to found his settlement, 
giving him a bell which would only ring when 
he found the place. This turned out to be 
Saighir Chiaráin, near the village of Clareen 
about four miles south-east of Birr, Co 
Offaly. St Kieran is often referred to as “the 
Elder” to distinguish him from St Ciarán of 
Clonmacnoise. 

Like John the Baptist, Kieran is often 
represented as a wilderness figure, dressed 
in the skins of wild animals. Another story is 
that he blessed a well so that “it had the taste 
of wine or honey for everyone who drank it 
got drunk as well as filled”. 

It is said that his mother Liadán came with 
some women and also established a religious 
community at Saighir. 

St Kieran of Saigher

... giving him a bell which 
would only ring when 
he found the place. This 
turned out to be Saighir 
Chiaráin, near the 
village of Clareen about 
four miles south-east of 
Birr, Co Offaly.
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In 565 Canice joined Columba in Iona, Scotland. 
Canice built a church in the place now known as 
Saint Andrew’s and he is reputed to have built 
monastic cells on the island of Ibdon and Eninis, 
an oratory called Lagan-Kenny on the shores 
of Loch Laggan, and a monastery in Fife on the 
banks of the Eden.

On his return to Ireland, Canice spent a good deal 
of his time in County Meath and Ossory in what is 
now County Laois. Here in Ossory he had a good 
rapport with the king, Colmann son of Feradach. 
Colman gave him grants of land including 
Aghaboe (“the field of the Ox”) which became his 
principal monastery. Canice died and was interred 
at Abbey of Aghaboe in 599/600. However, 
Aghaboe continued to grow in importance, and in 
the 7th century sent St Feargal as a missionary 
to the church of Salzburg, Austria. Aghaboe was 
for a time the site of the Bishop’s See until under 
Norman influence in the twelfth century the See 
transferred from Aghaboe to Kilkenny. In 1346 
Diarmaid Mac Giollaphádraig burned the town 
of Aghaboe, and completely destroyed Canice’s 
shrine along with his relics.

Saint Canice of Aghaboe was an Irish abbot, 
monastic founder, priest and missionary during 
the early medieval period. Canice is considered to 
be one of the Twelve Apostles of Ireland and he is 
credited with preaching Christianity throughout 
Ireland and in parts of Scotland. 

Like St Kieran, most of what is written about St 
Canice is based on tradition. There is, however, 
some reference to him in the writings of others.  
Saint Eunan, the ninth abbot of Iona who died 
in 704, was a hagiographer and his greatest 
work “Vita Columbae” contains references to St 
Canice This tradition recognises him as a man 
of great learning and virtue. His feast day is 
commemorated on 11 October.

STATUE AT ST CANICE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
KILKENNY

St Canice was born in 515 or 516 AD, at 
Glengiven, near Dungiven (present-day Derry).  
Canice’s father Lughadh Leithdhearg was 
recognised as a distinguished poet. Canice’s 
mother, Maul, is reputed to have herself attained 
an eminent degree of sanctity. The church of 
Thompleamoul or Capella Sanctae Maulae seu 
Mellae, beside Kilkenny city, was dedicated to 
God under her invocation.

Canice’s spent his early years watching his 
chieftain’s flocks. Until the year 543 when he 
became a pupil at Finnian’s monastic school at 
Clonard. During the sixth century, some of the 
most significant names in the history of Irish 
Christianity studied at the Clonard monastery. 
Twelve students who studied there at that 
time became known as the Twelve Apostles of 
Ireland. Canice is recognised as one of these. It 
was at Clonard that Canice became a friend and 
companion of St Colmcille (Columba).

Canice was ordained a priest in 545 after which 
he departed for Rome to obtain the blessing of 
the Pope. In 550 he had returned to Glengiven, 
where he, along with his foster-brother, founded 
a monastery at Drumachose, in nearby Limavady. 

St Canice of Aghaboe

Twelve students who 
studied there at that 
time became known as 
the Twelve Apostles of 
Ireland. Canice is recog-
nised as one of these.
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known as Upper Ossory, survived intact under 
the hereditary lordship until the reign of King 
Henry VIII of England, when it was formally 
incorporated as a barony of the same name.

Ossory (Osraige) was a medieval Irish 
kingdom comprising most of present-day 
County Kilkenny and western County Laois. 
Ossory existed from around the first century 
until the Norman invasion of Ireland in the 
12th century. It was ruled by the Dál Birn 
family, whose medieval descendants in time 
assumed the surname Mac Giolla Phádraig. 
The tribal name Osraige means “people of 
the deer”, and is traditionally claimed to be 
taken from the name of the ruling dynasty’s 
semi-legendary pre-Christian founder Óengus 
Osrithe. The name of the Kingdom still 
survives used now to refer to our Diocese. 
The Diocese of Ossory was established in the 
5th century and continues to use roughly the 
same borders as the ancient Kingdom.

According to tradition, Osraige was founded 
by Óengus Osrithe in the 1st century and 
was originally within Leinster’s control. In the 
5th century, the Corcu Loígde of Munster 
displaced the Dál Birn and brought Osraige 
under Munster’s direct control. The Dál 
Birn returned to power in the 7th century 
though, in spite of this, Osraige remained 
nominally part of Munster until 859, when 
it then achieved formal independence under 
the powerful King Cerball mac Dúnlainge. 
Osraige’s rulers remained significant in Irish 
politics for the next three centuries, though 
they never vied for the High Kingship. 

In the early 12th century, dynastic infighting 
fragmented the kingdom, and it was brought 
under the control of Leinster. The Norman 
Invasion, under Strongbow, in 1169 saw 
most of Osraige collapse under pressure 
from the Norman leader William Marshal. 
The northern part of the kingdom, eventually 

Ancient Kingdom 
of Ossory

The Diocese of Ossory 
was established in 
the 5th century and 
continues to use roughly 
the same borders as the 
ancient Kingdom.
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1989 – 1990
Curate in Tullamore Parish and lecturer in Moral 
Theology at Maynooth.

1990 
Appointed Executive Assistant to the President 
in Maynooth, continuing to lecture in Moral 
Theology.
 
1993 
Appointed Vice-President of Saint Patrick’s 
College, Maynooth.
 
1996 – 2007  
President of Saint Patrick’s College, Maynooth.
 
6 June 1997  
Honorary Prelate of His Holiness.
 
2007 – presently 
Parish Priest of Dunboyne.

2009
Vicar General to the Diocese of Meath.

3 January 2018
Announced as Bishop-Elect of Ossory.

Biographical Details 

22 November 1954     
Born, Castletown-Geoghegan Parish, Co 
Westmeath.  Baptised Dermot Pius a few days 
later in the Cathedral of Christ the King, Mullingar.
 
1959 – 1967                 
Primary Schools in Castletown-Geoghegan and 
Streamstown.
 
1967 – 1972  
Post-Primary Education at Saint Finian’s College 
(Diocesan Boarding School), Mullingar.
 
1972 – 1976
Bachelor of Science Degree at Saint Patrick’s 
College, Maynooth.
 
1976 – 1979
 Bachelor of Divinity Degree at Maynooth.
 
1979 – 1981         
 Licence in Theology Degree at Maynooth.
 
7 June 1980
Ordained priest for Diocese of Meath.
 
1981 – 1985
 Curate, Cathedral Parish, Mullingar.
 
1985 – 1988 
Doctorate Studies at Gregorian University, Rome.  
Title of thesis: The Dogmatic Foundations of 
Bernard Haring’s Thought on Christian Morality 
– Director: Dr Philip Rosato S.I.

1987 
Director of Formation in Irish College, Rome.

Biographical details of 
Bishop-Elect Dermot 
Farrell

Bishop-Elect 
Dermot Farrell
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Encouraging the 
discipleship of all
In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus’ public ministry 
began at home in Nazareth when he went to 
the synagogue on the Sabbath day. He was 
handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He 
unrolled the scroll and found the passage 
where it was written:  “The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me 
to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery 
of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 
free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to 
the Lord.” 

Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the 
attendant and sat down, and the eyes of all 
in the synagogue looked intently at him. He 
said to them, “Today this scripture passage 
is fulfilled in your hearing” (Lk. 4: 18-21). 

Notice how Jesus refers to himself as the 
“anointed” one. It is an extraordinary claim! In 
the Old Testament the prophets announced 
that the Spirit of the Lord would rest on the 
Messiah for his saving mission. 

The descent of the Holy Spirit on Jesus at his 
baptism was the sign that he is the “one who 
is to come,” the Messiah, the Son of God.  His 
whole life and mission are carried out in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, given by the Father 
without measure.

The Hebrew word “messiah” means anointed 
one and it is translated into Greek by the 
word christos.  Christ means the “anointed 
one.”  It is not Jesus’ second name, as some 
mistakenly presume!  No, Christ means 
“anointed one” and Christians are the 

“anointed ones.”  By virtue of their baptism, 
all are called to share in Christ’s priesthood 
and to receive the mission of proclaiming and 
establishing the Kingdom of God.

To empower this universal call to mission, 
the Church ordains some members to 
ministry. Their purpose is to strengthen and 
encourage the discipleship of all.  They do this 
by proclaiming the Word, presiding at the 
liturgy; and building-up of the bonds of faith 
and love within the community.

The Second Vatican Council teaches us that 
the ordained ministry is exercised together in 
a complimentary fashion by bishops, priests 
and deacons.

The pastoral care of the Diocese is entrusted 
to the bishop. The priests are co-workers with 
the bishop in building up the communities 

... the eyes of all in the 
synagogue looked intently 
at him. He said to them, 
“Today this scripture 
passage is fulfilled in your 
hearing”

>>>>>
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entrusted to their care. The deacons also 
assist the bishop in serving the people of God 
and are called to have a have a special care 
for the sick and the poor.

Each diocese is one in faith and charity with all 
other dioceses in the world.  The bishop is the 
successor to the apostles and exercises his 
ministry in communion with all other bishops 
under the primacy of the Bishop of Rome. 
That’s why Dermot Farrell’s appointment as 
Bishop of Ossory was made by Pope Francis.  
It is also the reason why he will be ordained 
by three other bishops. 

Pope Francis has spoken extensively about 
bishops. The are to be close to the people 
they serve and to be moved by a genuine 
care to serve their needs with joy. “Be 
Pastors with the odour of the sheep, present 
in your people’s midst like Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd,” he tells them. “Our greatest joy 
is to be shepherds, and only shepherds, 
pastors with undivided hearts and selfless 
devotion.  We need to preserve this joy and 
never let ourselves be robbed of it.” May a 
bishop awaken in all of us a deeper sense of 
our Christian dignity and encourage us in our 
call to make the Kingdom of God a reality in 
our lives.
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There are forty-two parishes in our Diocese. 
Each parish has its own characteristics 
which contribute to its overall individuality. 

Task: 
To gather factual information about your 
local church within our collective diocese.

Select a church near your home or school.
1. Where is the church?
2. What is the name of the church?
3. When was the church built?
4. Is there a graveyard near the church?
5. Name a priest(s) of this church.
6.  What day and time does Mass take 

place in this church?
7.  Where is the altar located inside the 

church?
8. Where is the baptismal font?

Discuss:
1.  When did you last visit a Catholic 

church?
2.  Is the church open or locked during 

the day?
3.  Is there anything interesting about 

the outside of this particular church?
4.  What interesting things are there to 

notice inside the church?

My Parish
My Diocese

Gather factual 
information about your 
local church within our 
collective Diocese.
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Leadership
The Pope is the leader of the Catholic Church 
throughout the world.. The Pope is the Bishop 
of Rome and lives in the Vatican.

The country is divided into large areas called 
dioceses. The bishop is the leader of the 
Catholic Church in a diocese. Bishop Dermot 
Farrell is the leader of the Diocese of Ossory. 

Task: 
To look at the function of leaders in human 
communities.

Please complete two of the following 
sentences while also adding in one of your 
own.
1. “If I were Taoiseach I would…”
2.  “If I were Kilkenny hurling/camogie 

manager I would…”
3. “If I were President of Ireland I would…”

Discuss:
1. What is a leader?
2. What do leaders do?
3.  How do we know when a leader is 

doing a good job? 
4.  Using your imagination and creativity 

skills, describe the church that you 
would have formed in response to 
Jesus’ command to “go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations”. 
(Matthew 28:19)

Leadership in our 
Church

The Pope is the leader 
of the Catholic Church 
throughout the world.
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You must write a letter 
to Rome.

The Second Vatican Council (Vatican II for 
short), was a meeting of bishops and religious 
leaders from countries all over the world 
organised by Pope John XXIII at the Vatican 
in the city of Rome. Over 2,600 people 
attended the Council from 1962-1965 in 
order to improve every aspect of church life, 
in particular focusing on the decline in Mass 
attendance and subsequently the role of 
young people in the church. 

Imagine a third Vatican Council is going 
to be held. You have been contacted and 
asked for your ideas about the church in 
the modern world. 

You must write a letter to Rome answering 
these questions:

What is it like for young people in the 
church today?

What works well in the church?

What could be improved?

Who should be invited?

The Church
tomorrow
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Dear Pope Francis,

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Kind Regards, 

_______________________________________________
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Activity: Roles and 
Responsibilities

Task 1: Examine the list below. In school to 
whom do you go to if...?

• You feel sick.

• You need to get a locker.

• You have an official form to get signed.

• You arrive late.

• You have to go to the dentist after break.

• You want to change class.

• You have a note for absence.

• You have lost a jacket.

• You want to go training or join a team.

• You need a new journal.

Discuss after task:

1.  To whom do students go most often 
when they need help with something?

2.  What other people in the school 
assist students on a daily basis?
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Task 2: Fill in the table below in relation to 
your own school community. 

NB: Within our own school community, there 
are a number of roles and responsibilities 
that need to be carried out. This is no 
different to the work that is carried out in our 
diocese. The role of the Bishop of Ossory is 
to be responsible for teaching, governing and 
the overall leadership of his diocese, while 
sharing his duties with the priests who serve 
with him. A Diocesan Bishop is entrusted 
with the care of the Catholic faithful within the 
boundaries of that diocese. He is also to foster 
good relations with other Christians, people 
of other faiths, civic authorities, and indeed 
all people of goodwill. (See P.8 in Material 
for teaching on New Bishop document) Fr 
Dermot Farrell will begin to fulfil this role and 
the responsibilities associated with it from 
Sunday 11th March onwards.

Role: Name: Responsibility:

Principal  

Deputy Principal  

Year Head  

Tutor/Form Teacher  

Chaplain  

Secretary  

Caretaker  

Subject Teacher  

Student  
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Diocese of Ossory 
true or false?
Some of the following statements are true 
and some are false.  

Discuss each statement and mark on the left 
hand side if you think the statement is true 
or false.

Now having discussed and answered based 
on your opinion, why not research the 
answers. When you have that done mark in 
the right hand column the correct answers.  
See what differs? What were you correct 
about? What were you wrong about?

1  On Sunday October 4th 1957, St Mary’s 
Cathedral was consecrated by Bishop of Ossory, 
Most Rev. Dr Edmond Walsh

2  St Kieran of Saighir is the patron of the Diocese 
of Ossory.

3  The Pope is also known as the Bishop of Rome.

4  A Bishop must be at least 45 years old having 
been a priest for at least 15 years.

5  A bishop is considered to be a successor to the 
Apostles.

6  St Canice was born in 515 or 516AD in 
Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny.

7  Ossory (Osraige) was a medieval Irish kingdom 
comprising most of present day Co. Kilkenny 
and western Co. Laois.

8  St Kieran is known as the “first-born of the saints 
of Ireland”

 Before Statement     After 
True      False               True    False
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Facebook!
Facebook template instructions:

• Using the ‘Facebook’ template provided, 
write up a profile based on either St 
Kieran or St Canice while accessing the 
information in this pack to develop the 
answer. (Draft of material for teaching on 
new Bishop, P. 12-13)

• Marks will be awarded for students who 
use most imagination and creativity.

• Physical descriptions can be accessed 
through online resources requiring 
each student to use research and 
communication skills.
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Wanted!
Vocation: A calling to serve God

Key Concept:

Many years ago, the number of people 
choosing to enter a vocation was increasingly 
popular.

The number of Catholic diocesan priests in 
Ireland dropped by 13 per cent in the decade 
between 2002 and 2012 while the number 
of nuns during the same period dropped by 
23 per cent.

‘Wanted’ instructions:

Task:
 On the poster attached, please write down/
draw ways that you think would encourage 
young people to follow a vocation.
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WANTED
PRIESTS IN THE DIOCESE OF OSSORY
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