
WORD SEARCH! 

THERE ARE 42 PARISHES IN THE DIOCESE OF OSSORY - FIND YOUR PARISH!!
Aghaboe, Aghaviller, Ballycallan, Ballyhale, Ballyragget, Borris in Ossory, Callan, Camross, 

Castlecomer, Castletown, Clara, Clogh, Conahy, Danesfort, Dunamaggan, Durrow, Ferrybank, 
Freshford, Galmoy, Glenmore, Gowran, Inistioge, Johnstown, Kilmacow, Lisdowney, Mooncoin, 

Muckalee, Mullinavat, Rathdowney, Rosbercon, Seir Kieran, Slieverue, St. Canice's, St. John's, 
St. Mary's Cathedral, St. Patrick's, Templeorum, Thomastown, Tullaherin, Tullaroan, 

Urlingford, Windgap!

To Learn More about our new Bishop  
and the Diocese of Ossory go to our website 

www.ossory.ie 

Pope 
Francis 
names Mgr 
Dermot 
Farrell as 
Bishop of 
our Diocese 
Po p e Fr a n c i s h a s 
named Monsignor 

Dermot Farrell as our new Bishop. He will be ordained Bishop of Ossory 
on Sunday 11th March 2018 at a special Mass in St Mary's Cathedral in 
kilkenny. Monsignor Farrell was born in Castletown Geoghegan in Co 
Westmeath and attended Secondary School at St Finian's College in 
Mullingar before going to St Patrick's College in Maynooth to prepare to 
become a priest. He was ordained to the priesthood for the Diocese of 
Meath in 1980 and afterwards studied in Rome. Monsignor Farrell then 
worked as a priest in Mullingar and Tullamore before returning to teach 
in Maynooth in 1990. He became president of Maynooth College in 
1996. Eleven years later in 2007 he became Parish Priest of Dunboyne in 
Co Meath. And after a further eleven years he becomes the Bishop of 
Ossory. The Diocese of Ossory includes most of Co Kilkenny & parts of 
Laois and one parish is Offaly. 

TALK ABOUT…!

QUIZ TIME!
The Staff carried and the Hat worn by a Bishop are called!

The       &      !
The College named after the Patron Saint of our Diocese is?!

 !
        !

Name the Church where Monsignor Dermot Farrell will be ordained 
Bishop?!

         !
Name the Westmeath & Laois Clubs & the County that wears Black & Amber?!

     ,   ,   !

Welcoming our new Bishop!
News & Activities for the Classroom!

OSSORY DIOCESAN ADVISORS FOR PRIMARY SCHOOLS  

MARCH 2018 

Daily Classroom 
Prayer for our 

new Bishop 
God of love we pray 
to you for Dermot 
chosen to be our 

Bishop.  
Bless and protect 
him as he becomes 
leader of the people 
of God in Ossory.  
May he be filled 

with the Holy Spirit 
and be a loving and 
gentle shepherd, like 

Jesus, who has 
called him to serve 

others.  
We ask you to bless 
all of us too, our 

families and friends, 
our schools and our 
parish communities. 
With the help of 
Mary our Mother 
and all the Saints 

keep us in unity and 
peace so that 

together with our 
bishop Dermot  and 
all who spread the 
Good News, we will 

be  
filled with the light 
of Christ who is Lord  
for ever and ever.

Amen

BEING A BISHOP… 
How do you become a 

Bishop? 
What do you think a 

Bishop does? 
What is a Diocese? 

Can you name the last 
two Bishops of Ossory? 

What is a Cathedral? 
What makes it different 
from other churches? 

THESE PLACES… 
Castletown Geoghegan 

Mullingar 
Maynooth 
Tullamore 

Co Westmeath 
Co Meath 

Laois 
Kilkenny 

Offaly 
Rome 

BEING A PRIEST… 
Why not invite your local 
priest into school & ask 

him.. 
what is it like to be a 

priest? 
What does a priest do? 
How do you become a 

priest? 
Ask yourself.. 

Would I like to be a priest? 

Sending Good Wishes To 
Monsignor Dermot On 

His Ordination 

As A Class Why Not 
Design A Card, Get 
Everyone To Write A 

Greeting & Sign It, Then 
Send It To 

Mgr Dermot Farrell 
Bishop Elect Of Ossory 

Diocesan Office 
James's  Street 

Kilkenny

http://www.ossory.ie


WELCOMING OUR NEW BISHOP MONSIGNOR DERMOT FARRELL! WELCOMING OUR NEW BISHOP MONSIGNOR DERMOT FARRELL          

PRAYER SERVICE FOR THE FEAST OF ST KIERAN!
MONDAY 5TH MARCH!

Hymn: My Shepherd is the Lord  

Leader 
Dear friends today we gather to pray for Mgr. Dermot Farrell who will soon be ordained as our new bishop. We 
pray that Jesus the good shepherd who cares for us like a shepherd cares for his sheep will help Mgr. Dermot 
to be a faithful minister of the gospel and shepherd of his people. We also gather to pray for all the people of 
the diocese of Ossory. May all of us together come to know Jesus better and do our best to love each other. 

Leader 
Now let us listen to a short account of Mgr. Dermot’s life and work as a priest so far… 

Reader 
“Monsignor Farrell was born in Co. Westmeath in 1954 and educated at St. Finian’s College, Mullingar and St. 
Patrick’s College, Maynooth. He was ordained a priest in 1980 and went to Rome for further studies in 1985.!
Mgr. Farrell worked as a curate in Mullingar and Tullamore. He returned to teach in Maynooth in 1990 and was 
made president of the college in 1996. In 2007 he was appointed Parish Priest of Dunboyne, Co Meath and 
remained in that position until his appointment by Pope Francis as Bishop of Ossory in January 2018!

Hymn: Christ be our light 

Leader 
Now let us listen to the Word of God 

Reader 
From the Gospel of St John (10: 11 — 18)!
One day Jesus said: I am the Good Shepherd, who is ready to die for his sheep. A man who is hired to look after 
the flock does not really care about it because he knows that the sheep do not belong to him. When the hungry 
wolf appears, the man runs away, and the sheep are worried or scattered. I know each of my sheep by name, and 
they know me, just as I know my Father and he knows me. I am ready to give up my life for them, and to lead 
other sheep who do not belong to this fold. They too will listen to my voice and follow me, so that they become 
part of the one flock that is led by one shepherd. I will give up my life to regain it again, and because of this my 
Father loves me. No one takes my life from me, because I give it up willingly; that is what my Father has 
commanded me to do.!

After the reading a short reflection or discussion with the children might take place to bring out what kind of qualities 
are required to be a Good Shepherd of God's people. Afterwards the children present symbols representing the 
ministry of the bishop accompanied by prayers. As each prayer is read the corresponding symbol is presented and 
placed in a sacred space. 

Leader: 
Now let us offer our prayers to God and bring forward some gifts which will be used at the Bishops Ordination 
and which represent his ministry in our diocese 

Reader!
As we present the Bible we pray for our new bishop Dermot who will be presented with the 
book of the gospels. May he proclaim the word of God by word and example !
Lord hear us!

Reader!
We bring Oil (olive Oil may be used). Our new bishop will be anointed with the oil of Chrism during 
his ordination and will use Chrism to confirm and ordain. May the Lord grant him every spiritual 
blessing and may we all work with him to share Gods love!
Lord hear us!

Reader!
The Lighted Candle which we now present reminds us that Jesus Christ is the light of the world. May 
the light of Christ fill all our hearts with hope. Help all of us in the diocese of Ossory to be people 
of faith and love who bring the light of Christ to all who are in need!
Lord hear us!

Reader 
The Image of Jesus the Good Shepherd on the cross that Pope Francis  wears helps us to remember 
that Jesus is the Good Shepherd who carry's his people with love. May our new bishop Dermot and all 
who are priests, religious sisters and brothers in the diocese lead with compassion and be faithful 
witnesses to the gospel. May we all be good leaders at home at school, at play and in the community.!
Lord hear us!

Leader 
Now together let us ask Mary the mother of Jesus and all the saints to pray for Dermot our new bishop and all 
the people of our diocese 

Leader 
Holy Mary mother of God — pray for us 
St Patrick — pray for us  
St Brigid — pray for us  
St Finian - pray for us 
St Kieran — pray for us  
St Canice — pray for us  
St Fergal — pray for us  
St Fiacre — pray for us  
(Other local saints may be included here)— pray for us 

Leader 
Let us now pray together in the words Jesus gave us 
Our Father…   

Leader 
A few appropriate words form the leader brings the service to an end followed by the concluding prayer which 
can be prayed by all present 

Concluding Prayer 
God of love we pray to you for Dermot chosen to be our bishop.!
Bless and protect him as he becomes leader of the people of God in Ossory!
May he be filled with the Holy Spirit and be a loving and gentle shepherd, like Jesus!
who has called him to serve. We ask you to bless all of us too, our family and friends, our schools and our 
parish communities. Keep us in unity and peace so that together with our bishop Dermot  and!
all who spread the Good News, we will, with the help of your Spirit, be filled with the!
light of Christ who is Lord for ever and ever. Amen!

Final Hymn: Go now in peace  

St Kieran Patron Saint of our Diocese 
Kieran is known as the “first-born of the saints of Ireland”. St Kieran’s mother came from Cape 
Clear in Co Cork, his father from Ossory. As a young man Kieran set out for Rome, where he was 
baptised and studied there. On his way back to Ireland it is said he met St Patrick, who told him 
exactly where to found his settlement, giving him a bell which would only ring when he found 
the place. This turned out to be Saighir Chiaráin, near the village of Clareen about four miles 
south-east of Birr, Co Offaly. 
There is a Monastic site with a Sacred Well still at the place near Clareen. Saighir Chiaráin was the 
chief church of Ossory for some time until the later monastery of St Canice at nearby Aghaboe, 
Co Laois became more important. After the penal times, in 1782, Bishop John Thomas Troy of 
Ossory established a Catholic diocesan seminary, St Kieran’s College, in Kilkenny. When the Catholic cathedral was 
built in 1843, although it was called St Mary’s, it also has Kieran as its secondary patron and Kieran is the patron saint 
of the Catholic diocese of Ossory.


