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I welcome the publication of this newsletter as the 
safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults is 
paramount in the life and mission of the Diocese of 
Ossory.  We continue our commitment to and vigilance 
in the protection and safeguarding of children in our 
Church.   

I take this opportunity to acknowledge the work of Sr 
Ena Kennedy, Diocesan Coordinator of Safeguarding, 
the members of the Diocesan Safeguarding Committee, 
volunteer parish safeguarding representatives, along 
with the clergy who work cooperatively to ensure the 
highest safeguarding standards operate throughout the 
Diocese. 

In January 2020 I invited the National Board for 

Safeguarding Children in the Catholic Church in Ireland 

(‘The National Board’) to 

carry out a review of the 

child safeguarding and 

protection practice in the 

Diocese of Ossory in 

November 2020.  The 

purpose of this review was to 

measure compliance with the 

seven safeguarding standards of Safeguarding Children, 

Policy and Standards for the Catholic Church in Ireland, 

2026.  Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 restrictions 

put in place by the Government and Health Authorities 

to curtail the spread of the virus, the National Board 

had to postpone the review until a later date.

Message from Teresa Devlin  
CEO of the National Board for Safeguarding Children in the Catholic Church  in Ireland 

The National Board since its inception 
in December 2005 has encouraged 
the development of a dedicated 
structure of personnel to manage 
child safeguarding. The current 
structure provides great clarity, not 
just in relation to process matters 
such as reporting allegations and 
creating safe environments, but it also 

identifies responsibilities. While clearly the Church authority 
(bishop or major superior) has overall responsibility for child 
safeguarding and reporting allegations of abuse, there is now 
in place a body of expertise in the role holders to support 
him or her in decision making. 

A lot has been achieved by the Catholic Church in Ireland in 
the area of child safeguarding since the publication of the 
Murphy Report ten years ago, and this is heartening.. 

However, the Church continues to face very real challenges in 
relation to keeping children safe 
Among these are: 

 Making sure that the achievements made are consolidated, and that 
safeguarding fatigue and/or complacency is not allowed to take root; 

• Supporting the safeguarding component of Catholic Church ministries 
which attract children and young people to become involved in Church 
activities, with an aim to ensuring that children feel comfortable and safe;   

• Keeping up to date with changing technologies, and understanding how 
children and young people are vulnerable to abuse through social media 

In his encouraging address to the Irish Bishops in August 
2018, Pope Francis told them: “In Ireland, as elsewhere, 
the honesty and integrity with which the Church chooses 
to confront this painful chapter in her history can offer 
an example and a warning to society as a whole.

 

Care of the Complainant – what support is available?     

Towards Healing   (www.towardshealing.ie)                Towards Peace   (www.towardspeace.ie)    

Towards Healing is the Counselling and support service 
funded by the Catholic Church to support the needs of 
survivors of religious,  institutional and clerical abuse and 
their families.  The service offers counselling and other 
supports in a timely manner which are safe, respectful, 
cost effective, and of the highest quality. 
Towards Healing offers a range of counselling and support 
services: 
 

Face to Face Counselling Friendly Calls 
Psycho educational group work Advocacy 
Practical Workshops Structured Telephone 

Counselling 
Restorative Justice /Facilitated 
listening meetings 

Parent Coaching 

The vision of Towards Peace is to provide a safe supportive 
space, where people who have been affected by abuse in a 
Church context can be accompanied as they seek their own 
experience of spiritual peace, one step at a time. 
Towards Peace realises that abuse by Church personnel in 
particular may have an especially traumatic impact on 
spirituality, shattering a person’s sense of wholeness, 
rupturing their inherent trust of their own goodness and 
sacredness, and fracturing their relationship with the 
presence of God within themselves and their lives. 
 
The helpline 086 771 0533 is open  
Monday – Wednesday from 10am until 5pm. 
For out of office hour call the number and leave a message.

http://www.towardshealing.ie/
http://www.towardspeace.ie/


What   to do if you have concerns or wish to   
make a complaint? 
The role of Designated Liaison Person in the Diocese of 
Ossory is carried out by Mr Cathal Cullen and Ms Rose 
Brophy. 

Their task is described in the National Guidelines as follows: 
 Hearing child safeguarding concerns; 
 Passing on child safeguarding concerns to the statutory authorities; 
 Managing cases and all associated documents; 
 Liaising with the support person, advisor and the Bishop; 
 Passing on child safeguarding concerns to the NBSCCCI; 
 Conducting internal inquiries; 
 Contributing to upholding the seven standards in practice 

and behaviour; 
 Completing an annual report regarding compliance with 

Standards 2, 3 and 4 for the Bishop; 
 Monitoring respondents or, with the Bishop, appointing a suitable person 

to carry out this role 
 

CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS 

NEED YOU NOW MORE THAN EVER 
We have learned a lot about the resilience of our local 

communities since the corona virus pandemic enforced 

restrictions on our contacts with each other. While on-the- 

one-hand we are strongly advised to reduce our social 

contacts it is also very important that we maintain contact 

with the most isolated and vulnerable in our local 

community. Sadly, we know from media reports of the 

increased vulnerability of those caught up in domestic 

violence situations.  If you are aware of any such situations, 

or if you even suspect that something untoward may be 

going on, please act on your concerns. Our DLP’s Cathal and 

Rose are available to offer advice and assistance. Social 

workers from Tusla (for children) and the HSE (for 

vulnerable adults) are also available for informal 

consultation even if you do not have grounds for a formal 

report of abuse. Remember also that, in an emergency, you 

should contact the Gardai if you have information that a 

child or vulnerable adult is at immediate risk of harm. 
 

If you have a child safeguarding concern or wish to raise a 
matter from the past you may contact any of the following: 
 

DIOCESAN DESIGNATED PERSON 
Mr. Cathal Cullen 087 100 0232 or 

 

DEPUTY DESIGNATED LIAISON PERSON 
Ms. Rose Brophy 087 331 4330 

 

Garda National Protective Services 
01 6663430/35 

 

Civil Authorities 
Tusla Child & Family Agency Carlow 

Kilkenny area   052 617 7302 
Laois, Offaly— 044 935 3997 

 

Diocesan Safeguarding Office 
Waterford Road, Kilkenny 

Phone: 087 195 3850. Email: safeguarding@ossory.ie 

Safeguarding Training 
All priests and parish safeguarding representatives are 
required to undergo a one-day safeguarding training 
programme every three years. Leaders of all youth ministries 
- altar servers, choirs, etc are obliged to undergo the same 
training. Other people involved with young people at parish 
level must undergo a safeguarding information session.  
We were fortunate to have provided a full-day of training for 
30 New Parish Safeguarding Representatives on the 1

st
 of 

February this year. Our plan was to follow this up with a 
number of information sessions but due to the Covid-19 
restrictions, this had to be suspended. While Covid-19 
restrictions remain it is important that we use other training 
resources that are available to us.  

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, have an e-learning 
programme that takes approximately 90 minutes to 
complete. It is available at: https://www.tusla.ie/children-
first/children-first-e-learning-programme/.  
 

On completion of the course participants are issued with a 
certificate. All of our new parish reps undertook this 
programme in 2019 prior to participating in the one-day 
programme provided by the diocesan safeguarding training 
team. 
This course covers the ‘Three Rs’ - recognising, responding to 
and reporting abuse. This is a core part of any child 
protection, including the one-day training delivered by 
diocesan trainers. 
The key message: that you must act on concerns for the 
safety and protection of children without delay; is repeated 
throughout the programme. The role of the designated 
person (DLP) as the person within each organisation to whom 
protection concerns must be reported is explained.  
 

Parishes taking on new volunteers to work with children or 
that have existing volunteers who have not attended 
diocesan safeguarding training are strongly advised to 
 Have their volunteers do the Tusla e-learning 

programme and ask for their certificate of completion 
of the course 

 Explain the diocesan DLP structure to them and ensure 
they know how to contact the diocesan DLP’s 
 

The course has been updated to take account of recent 
changes in legislation. One of these concerns the Child 
Safeguarding Statement. There is now a legal requirement 
on ‘relevant services’ to have such a statement and to make 
it available to the public. The Child Safeguarding Statement 
for the diocese of Ossory is available on 
www.ossory/safeguarding/documents.ie 
 

Safeguarding Literature available in Parishes 
 Safeguarding Policy poster available in all church porches 
 Safeguarding Children Parish Handbook 
 Code of Best Practice for all adults working with children 
 Safety Poster for Children  
 Role of the Parish Safeguarding Representative 
 Parish Activities – Information and Guidance  
 Vulnerable Adults – Safeguarding Guidelines 

All documents are available from www.ossory/safeguarding/documents.ie 
 

Parish Safeguarding Audits 
A safeguarding audit is conducted in each parish on an annual basis 

and a report is given to the Safeguarding Committee.  As in previous 

years the audit will be undertaken during November/December. 

https://www.tusla.ie/children-first/children-first-e-learning-programme/
https://www.tusla.ie/children-first/children-first-e-learning-programme/
http://www.ossory/safeguarding/documents.ie
http://www.ossory/safeguarding/documents.ie

