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INTRODUCTION
Gemma Mulligan, Pastoral Coordinator, Ossory
Read just before the procession starts and before the opening hymn is played.

You are very welcome to this celebration of  our Chrism Mass. This Mmass takes its 
name from one of  the three Oils which will be blessed during tonight’s celebration.  We 
will bless the Oil of  the Sick, the Oil of  Catechumens - used in Baptism, and the Oil of 
Chrism - used in Baptiss, Confirmatios and Ordination.   

Tonight we come together as a Diocese celebrating the many and varied ministries which 
make up the life of  our parishes. We cannot be together physically at this time, but through 
the webcam as you join in prayer, I welcome you all, and in a special way, all those who 
are Ministers of  the Word, Ministers of  the Eucharist, Choirs, Sacristans, Parish Pastoral 
Councils, Finance Committees, Deanery Pastoral Councils, Pastoral Area Councils and so 
many more groups who make up the life of  our parishes. Each parish and the prayers and 
intentions of  parishioners are remembered here tonight. There is a candle lit in our sacred 
space for each of  the 42 parishes in the Diocese and it will be brought to your parish after 
tonight’s Mass together with the Blessed Oils.

Tonight we also pray in a special way for Bishop Denis our Apostolic Administrator and 
for all our priests, as they renew the vows of  their Ordination and their commitment to 
serve God and us, his people. They will do this from their own parishes tonight as we 
continue to stay safe and protect each other during these days of  the coronavirus. 
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INTRODUCTORY RITES

Introductory Hymn: Church of  God

Entrance Procession:
1. Oil of  Catechumens (Ann Daly, St John’s Parish; Diocesan Pastoral Council)
2. Oil of  Chrism: (Fr Roderick, Team Leader St Patrick’s Parish)
3. Oil of  the Sick: Sr Nuala (Presentation Sister, St Mary’s Parish)
4. Bishop Nulty (Apostolic Administrator, Ossory)

Oils will be placed in the Sacred Space. Prepared oils for parishes will already be there.
When Bishop Nulty arrives at the altar the thurible will be presented by Fr Roderick.

Bishop Nulty: In the name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit.
All:  Amen.

Bishop Nulty:  Peace be with you
All:  And with your spirit.

Penitential Act

Kyrie:  Mass of  St Patrick (Lawton)
Intoned by Bishop Nulty…response from congregation.

Sung: You were sent to heal the contrite of  heart: Kyrie eleison
All:   Kyrie eleison.  Kyrie eleison.
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Sung: You came to call sinners: Christe eleison.
All:   Christe eleison.  Christe eleison.

Sung:   You are seated at the right hand of  the Father to intercede for us:  
Kyrie eleison.

All:  Kyrie eleison.  Kyrie eleison.

Bishop Nulty:  May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.

All:  Amen.

The Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of  good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of  God, Son of  the Father,
you take away the sins of  the world,
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have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of  the world,
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of  the Father,
 have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of  God the Father.
Amen.

Opening Prayer

Bishop Nulty: Let us pray.
 O God, who anointed your Only Begotten Son with the Holy Spirit
 and made him Christ and Lord,
 graciously grant that, being made sharers in his consecration,
 we may bear witness to your Redemption in the world.
 Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
 who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  the Holy Spirit,
 one God, for ever and ever.
 Amen



Diocese of Ossory Mass of Chrism6

LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading Isaiah 61:1-3,6,8-9
Maureen Guilfoyle

The spirit of  the Lord has been given to me,
for the Lord has anointed me.
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor,
to bind up hearts that are broken;
to proclaim liberty to captives,
freedom to those in prison;
to proclaim a year of  favour from the Lord,
a day of  vengeance for our God,
to comfort all those who mourn and to give themnfor ashes a garland;
for mourning robe the oil of  gladness,
for despondency, praise.
But you, you will be named ‘priests of  the Lord’,
they will call you ‘ministers of  our God.’
I reward them faithfully and make an everlasting covenant with them.
Their race will be famous throughout the nations,
their descendants throughout the peoples.
All who see them will admit that they are a race whom the Lord has blessed.

The Word of  the Lord
Thanks be to God
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Responsorial Psalm Psalm 88(89):21-22,25,27
Richard Scriven

I will sing for ever of  your love, O Lord.

I have found David my servant
 and with my holy oil anointed him.
My hand shall always be with him
 and my arm shall make him strong.

I will sing for ever of  your love, O Lord.

My truth and my love shall be with him;
 by my name his might shall be exalted.
He will say to me: ‘You are my father,
 my God, the rock who saves me.’

I will sing for ever of  your love, O Lord.

Second Reading Apocalypse 1:5-8
Fr Dan Carroll

Grace and peace to you from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the First-Born from the 
dead, the Ruler of  the kings of  the earth. He loves us and has washed away our sins with 
his blood, and made us a line of  kings, priests to serve his God and Father; to him, then, be 
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glory and power for ever and ever. Amen. It is he who is coming on the clouds; everyone 
will see him, even those who pierced him, and all the races of  the earth will mourn over 
him. This is the truth. Amen. ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’ says the Lord God, who is, 
who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.

The Word of  the Lord
Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation Is61:1(Lk4:18)
Praise to you, O Christ, king of  eternal glory!
The spirit of  the Lord has been given to me.
He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor.
Praise to you, O Christ, king of  eternal glory!

The Lord be with you
And with your spirit
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke
Glory to you O Lord

Gospel Luke 4:16-21

Jesus came to Nazara, where he had been brought up, and went into the synagogue on the 
sabbath day as he usually did. He stood up to read and they handed him the scroll of  the 
prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll he found the place where it is written:
The spirit of  the Lord has been given to me,
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for he has anointed me.
He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor,
to proclaim liberty to captives
and to the blind new sight,
to set the downtrodden free,
to proclaim the Lord’s year of  favour.
He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the assistant and sat down. And all eyes in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to speak to them, ‘This text is being fulfilled 
today even as you listen.’

The Gospel of  the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Homily
 

PRESENTATION OF THE OILS FOR BLESSING

Blessing of  Oils
Tonight we bless the Holy Oils. These oils will be used in the sacraments we celebrate in 
all our parishes for the year ahead.  These oils will be used to heal the sick, to welcome 
in Baptism, to anoint with Chrism at Confirmation and on so many other occasions. 
These oils will be brought from here in St Mary’s Cathedral to each of  the parishes of  our 
Diocese - a symbol of  our unity of  purpose in caring for each other - in the service of 
our Lord. These oils will then be received into our parishes tomorrow night at the Mass 
of  the Lord Supper. 
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Oil of  the Sick
Sr Nuala presents the Oil to the Bishop.

Firstly then, the Oil of  the Sick is brought by Sr. Nuala, to Bishop Denis to be blessed. 
This Oil is wrapped in the colour violet representing penance and preparation. Purple is 
also a royal colour reminding us of  Christ’s resurrection and sovereignty. Caring for the 
sick, and the use of  this Oil, is so often at the heart of  our prayer. 

Bishop Nulty:  O God, Father of  all Consolation,
 who willed to heal the infirmities of  the weak through your Son, 
 listen favourably to the prayer of  faith:
 send forth from the heaven, we pray, 
 your Holy Spirit, the Paraclete,
 upon this oil in all its riches, 
 which you have graciously brought forth from the verdant tree, 
 to restore the body, 
 so that by your holy blessing ✠
 everyone anointed with this oil as a safeguard for body, soul and spirit
 may be free from all pain, 
 all infirmity, and all sickness. 
 May your holy oil, O Lord, 
 be blessed by you for our sake
 in the new of  Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Who lives and reigns with you for ever and ever.
All: Amen
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Oil of  Catechumens 
Ann Daly presents the Oil to the Bishop.

Now the Oil of  Catechumens is blessed, used in Baptism as we are welcomed into the 
faith, we pray tonight and remember especially all couples who are looking forward to 
bringing their children for baptism in the coming months  This Oil is wrapped in white - 
reminding us of  new life, our limitless potential and our being freed of  sin - which is so 
much a part of  our Baptism.  

Bishop Nulty: O God, strength and protection of  your people,
 who have made the oil you created a sign of  strength, 
 graciously bless ✠ this oil,
 and grant courage to the catechumens
 who will be anointed with it,
 so that, receiving divine wisdom and power,
 they may understand more deeply
 the Gospel of  your Christ,
 they may undertake with a generous heart
 the labours of  the Christian life,
 and, made worthy of  adoption
 as your sons and daughters,
 they may rejoice to be born anew and to live in your Church. 
 Through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen
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Oil of  Chrism 
Fr Roderick presents the Oil to the Bishop.

Many young people in our Diocese are preparing for Confirmation and when the time 
comes, and it is safe, they will receive on their Confirmation day, the Oil of  Chrism. This 
Oil is also used in Baptism and in Ordination - so we pray, too, for Vocations tonight - that 
the Lord may support others to consider the priesthood in Ossory. The Oil of  Chrism is 
wrapped in red to remind us that we are all, in Baptism, immersed into the paschal mystery 
of  Christ which we celebrate in these Easter days.  

Bishop Nulty:  Let us pray, dear brothers and sisters, to God the almighty Father, that   
he bless and sanctify this oil;

 may those who are signed with it outwardly
 be inwardly anointed
 and made worthy of  divine redemption.   
 O God, author of  the Sacraments and bestower of  life, we give thanks   

for your ineffable goodness,
 for in the ancient covenant
 you foreshadowed the mystery of  sanctifying oil
 and in the fullness of  time
 you willed that it might shine forth uniquely in your beloved Son.
 And when your Son, our Lord,
 had saved the human race through the Paschal Mystery, 
 he filled your Church with the Holy Spirit,
 and wonderfully endowed her with heavenly gifts,
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 so that through her the work of  salvation in the world might be brought to 
completion.

 From that time onward,
 through the sacred mystery of  Chrism
 you have so bestowed the riches of  your grace upon all humanity,
 that your sons and daughters,
 born again in the cleansing waters of  Baptism,
 are strengthened by the anointing of  the Spirit
 and, conformed to your Christ,
 they share in his prophetic, priestly and kingly office.

All Priests:  Therefore we beseech you, O Lord,
 that by the power of  your grace
 this mingling of  fragrance and oil
 may become for us a sacrament of  your ✠ blessing.
 Pour out in abundance the gifts of  the Holy Spirit on our brothers and 

sisters anointed with this oil; adorn with the splendour of  holiness
 the places and things signed by sacred oils;
 but above all, by the mystery of  this oil,
 bring to completion the growth of  your Church, 
 until she reaches that measure of  fullness
 in which you, resplendent with eternal light, 
 will be all in all with Christ in the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.
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RENEWAL OF PRIESTLY PROMISES 
(to be read after the oils are blessed)

Tonight we celebrate the many and varied ministries in our diocese - the work we all do 
in our parish communities to bring our faith to life.  But now in our celebration we think 
of  our priests as they now renew the promises of  their ordination from their parishes.  
They do so much to bring the Lord to us, to unpack the faith and to journey with us at 
very significant moments in our lives. We pray now for them and for Bishop Denis our 
Apostolic Administrator.

Beloved sons, on the anniversary of  that day when Christ our Lord conferred his priesthood 
on his apostles and on us, are you resolved to renew, in the presence of  your Bishop and 
God’s holy people, the promises you once made?
The priests, all together, respond I am.

Are you resolved to be more united with the Lord Jesus and more closely conformed 
to him, denying yourselves and confirming those promises about sacred duties towards 
Christ’s Church which, prompted by love of  him, you willingly and joyfully pledged on the 
day of  your priestly ordination?
Priests:  I am.

Are you resolved to be faithful stewards of  the mysteries of  God in the Holy Eucharist and 
the other liturgical rites and to discharge faithfully the sacred office of  teaching, following 
Christ the head and shepherd, not seeking any gain, but moved only by zeal for souls?
Priests:  I am.
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Then, to the people, the Bishop continues:

As for you, dearest sons, and daughters, pray for your Priests, that the Lord may pour out 
his gifts abundantly upon them, and keep them faithful as ministers of  Christ, the High 
Priest, so that they may lead you to him, who is the source of  salvation.

All:   Christ, hear us. Christ, graciously hear us.

And pray also for me, that I may be faithful to the apostolic office entrusted to me in my 
lowliness and that in your midst I may be made day by day a living and more perfect image 
of  Christ, the Priest, the Good Shepherd, the Teacher and the servant of  all.

All:   Christ, hear us. Christ, graciously hear us.

May the Lord keep us all in his charity and lead all of  us, shepherds, and flock,
to eternal life.
All:   Amen.

Offertory

Bishop Nulty:  Blessed are you, Lord God of  all creation,
 for through your goodness we have received
 the bread we offer you:
 fruit of  the earth and work of  human hands,
 it will become for us the bread of  life.
All:  Blessed be God for ever.
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Bishop Nulty:  Blessed are you, Lord God of  all creation,
 for through your goodness we have received
 the wine we offer you:
 fruit of  the vine and work of  human hands,
 it will become our spiritual drink.
All: Blessed be God for ever.

Bishop Nulty:  Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),
 that my sacrifice and yours
 may be acceptable to God,
 the almighty Father.

All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
 for the praise and glory of  his name,
 for our good
 and the good of  all his holy Church.

Bishop Nulty:  May the power of  this sacrifice, O Lord, we pray,
 mercifully wipe away what is old in us
 and increase in us grace of  salvation and newness of  life.
 Through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Thurible will be presented to Bishop Nulty by Fr Roderick at the Altar.

Bishop Nulty:  The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.
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Bishop Nulty: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.

Bishop Nulty:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right and just.

Bishop Nulty:  It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
 always and everywhere to give you thanks,
 Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
 For by the anointing of  the Holy Spirit
 you made your Only Begotten Son
 High Priest of  the new and eternal covenant,
 and by your wondrous design were pleased to decree
 that his one Priesthood should continue in the Church.
 For Christ not only adorns with a royal priesthood
 the people he has made his own,
 but with a brother’s kindness he also chooses men
 to become sharers in his sacred ministry
 through the laying on of  hands.
 They are to renew in his name
 the sacrifice of  human redemption,
 to set before your children the paschal banquet,
 to lead your holy people in charity,
 to nourish them with the word
 and strengthen them with the Sacraments.
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 As they give up their lives for you
 and for the salvation of  their brothers and sisters,
 they strive to be conformed to the image of  Christ himself
 and offer you a constant witness of  faith and love.
 And so, Lord, with all the Angels and Saints,
 we, too, give you thanks as in exultation we acclaim:

Santus:  Joncas - No Greater Love (Cantor:  Martina Burke)

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of  hosts. Heaven and earth are full of  your glory. Hosanna in 
the highest. Blessed is he, who comes in the name of  the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Bishop Nulty:  To you, therefore, most merciful Father,
 we make humble prayer and petition
 through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord:
 that you accept
 and bless ✠ these gifts, these offerings,
 these holy and unblemished sacrifices,
 which we offer you firstly
 for your holy catholic Church.
 Be pleased to grant her peace,
 to guard, unite and govern her
 throughout the whole world,
 together with your servant Francis our Pope
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 me your unworthy servant,
 and all those who, holding to the truth,
 hand on the catholic and apostolic faith.

C1: Remember, Lord, your servants
 and all gathered here,
 whose faith and devotion are known to you.
 For them, we offer you this sacrifice of  praise
 or they offer it for themselves
 and all who are dear to them:
 for the redemption of  their souls,
 in hope of  health and well-being,
 and paying their homage to you,
 the eternal God, living and true.

C2: In communion with those whose memory we venerate,
 especially the glorious ever-Virgin Mary,
 Mother of  our God and Lord, Jesus Christ,
 and blessed Joseph, her Spouse,
 your blessed Apostles and Martyrs,
 Peter and Paul, Andrew,
 Kieran and Canice
 and all your Saints;
 we ask that through their merits and prayers,
 in all things we may be defended
 by your protecting help.
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 Therefore, Lord, we pray:
 graciously accept this oblation of  our service,
 that of  your whole family;
 order our days in your peace,
 and command that we be delivered from eternal damnation
 and counted among the flock of  those you have chosen.
 (Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)

CC: Be pleased, O God, we pray,
 to bless, acknowledge,
 and approve this offering in every respect;
 make it spiritual and acceptable,
 so that it may become for us
 the Body and Blood of  your most beloved Son,
 our Lord Jesus Christ.

 On the day before he was to suffer,
 he took bread in his holy and venerable hands,
 and with eyes raised to heaven
 to you, O God, his almighty Father,
 giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
 broke the bread
 and gave it to his disciples, saying:
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 TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
 FOR THIS IS MY BODY,
 WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.

 In a similar way, when supper was ended,
 he took this precious chalice
 in his holy and venerable hands,
 and once more giving you thanks, he said the blessing
 and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

 TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
 FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
 THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,
 WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY
 FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
 DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.
 
Bishop Nulty:   The Mystery of  Faith.

CC Therefore, O Lord,
 as we celebrate the memorial of  the blessed Passion,
 the Resurrection from the dead,
 and the glorious Ascension into heaven
 of  Christ, your Son, our Lord,
 we, your servants and your holy people,
 offer to your glorious majesty
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 from the gifts that you have given us,
 this pure victim,
 this holy victim,
 this spotless victim,
 the holy Bread of  eternal life
 and the Chalice of  everlasting salvation.
 Be pleased to look upon these offerings
 with a serene and kindly countenance,
 and to accept them,
 as once you were pleased to accept
 the gifts of  your servant Abel the just,
 the sacrifice of  Abraham, our father in faith,
 and the offering of  your high priest Melchizedek,
 a holy sacrifice, a spotless victim.
 In humble prayer we ask you, almighty God:
 command that these gifts be borne
 by the hands of  your holy Angel
 to your altar on high
 in the sight of  your divine majesty,
 so that all of  us, who through this participation at the altar
 receive the most holy Body and Blood of  your Son,
 may be filled with every grace and heavenly blessing.
 (Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)
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C3: Remember also, Lord, your servants N. and N.,
 who have gone before us with the sign of  faith
 and rest in the sleep of  peace.
 Grant them, O Lord, we pray,
 and all who sleep in Christ,
 a place of  refreshment, light and peace.
 (Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)

C4: To us, also, your servants, who, though sinners,
 hope in your abundant mercies,
 graciously grant some share
 and fellowship with your holy Apostles and Martyrs:
 with John the Baptist, Stephen,
 Matthias, Barnabas,
 and all your Saints;
 admit us, we beseech you,
 into their company,
 not weighing our merits,
 but granting us your pardon,
 through Christ our Lord.
Bishop Nulty: Through whom
 you continue to make all these good things, O Lord;
 you sanctify them, fill them with life,
 bless them, and bestow them upon us.
All: Amen (sung by Martina Burke (No Greater Love: When we eat this bread...)
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COMMUNION RITE

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name;
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done
 on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread,
 and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;
 and lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.

Bishop Nulty:  Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
 graciously grant peace in our days,
 that, by the help of  your mercy,
 we may be always free from sin
 and safe from all distress,
 as we await the blessed hope
 and the coming of  our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
All:  For the kingdom,
 the power and the glory are yours
 now and for ever.

Bishop Nulty:  Lord Jesus Christ,
 who said to your Apostles:
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 Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
 look not on our sins,
 but on the faith of  your Church,
 and graciously grant her peace and unity
 in accordance with your will.
 Who live and reign for ever and ever.
All: Amen.

Bishop Nulty:  The peace of  the Lord be with you always.
All:  And with your spirit.

Agnus Dei:  Cantor (A Uain Dé)

All:  Lord, I am not worthy
 that you should enter under my roof,
 but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

Communion Hymn:  The Last Supper (Bernard Sexton)

Prayer after Communion

Bishop Nulty:  Let us pray, we beseech you, almighty God,
 that those you renew by your Sacraments
 may merit to become the pleasing fragrance of  Christ.
 Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
All:  Amen.
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Blessing of  Candles (Before the final blessing)

As we come to the end of  our celebration, Bishop Denis will bless the 42 candles which 
have been lighting throughout our mass in the sacred space. The candles representing 
each parish in Ossory also represent the prayers and intentions of  all those who live in 
our diocese. A simple candle can symbolize so much for us. The light of  Christ and his 
presence among us, during times of  prayer and reflection and the light of  hope which 
leads us through this Holy week.

Bishop Denis will bless the candles now which will be brought to our parishes together 
with the blessed oils and will be received into our parish’s tomorrow night at the Mass of 
The Lords Supper.

Bishop Nulty: Lord Jesus,
 You are the Light of  the world:
 we praise You,
 and ask You to guide our steps each day. In these days of  Pandemic when 

it seems difficult help us to know that your light is always guiding us. When 
we are afraid and seem to lose our way guide us with your light and dispel 
all fear. 

 Help us to know and believe that light is stronger than darkness, love is 
stronger than hate and life in you more precious than we can ever know.  

 Help us to love You and serve You faithfully,
 and to carry our daily cross with You.
 Bless + these candles,
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 and let them always remind us 
 that You are our Light in darkness,
 our Protector in danger,
 and our saving Lord at all times.
 Help us to know that wherever we are throughout the Diocese of  Ossory 

we are united and one in our Faith. 
 Let these candles remind us of  our unity, our faith, our hope, and our trust 

in God who is always with us. 
 Lord Jesus,
 we praise You and give You glory,
 for You are Lord for ever and ever.
 Amen. 

Blessing

Bishop Nulty:  The Lord be with you.
All:  And with your spirit.

Bishop Nulty:  May almighty God bless you,
 the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit.
All:  Amen.

Bishop Nulty: Go in peace.
All:  Thanks be to God.

Recessional Hymn: When Creation was Begun




