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Welcome to the latest edition of the Ossory 

Times.  

the faith that we profess in prayer is lived out 

in so many ways in our parishes, school and 

communities. in fact, it happens to such an 

extent that we can even take it for granted.  

the Ossory Times is an attempt to avoid doing 

that. in this edition, as in all previous editions, 

we attempt to draw attention to the many 

and varied ways our belief in god impacts 

upon our daily lives. the colour of these pages 

and the faces there-in stand as testimony to 

all that is going on: a new unit in st patrick’s 

De La salle to care for children with special 

educational needs; a new programme of 

faith and involvement for young people in 

our diocese; work continues on bringing our 

pastoral plan to life; a focus on vocations to the 

priesthood; a pilgrimage to rome for this year 

of mercy; a festival of faith in rathdowney; 

a chance to re-hear words spoken at the 

Kilkenny Novena, st John’s parish; the Diocesan 

administrator helping us to care for each other 

as people of the gospel as we await 

the appointment of a new Bishop; 

and so much more... the faith is alive in 

ossory and we don't take it for granted!

as always we hope you enjoy this 

publication. Comments, suggestions 

and contributions are most welcome for 

future editions. articles or advertisements 

for upcoming events or of recent events, 

can be sent to: 

ossory adult Faith Development

st Kieran’s College,

College road, Kilkenny.

tel. 056-7753624 

email: afd@ossory.ie

editorial inthisissue

Ossory Adult Faith Development
Tel 056 7753624
Email afd@ossory.ie
Web www.ossory.ie

st John's parish
the Kilkenny Novena

rathdowney parish

Festival of faith
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on the 29th July 2016 Bishop séamus 
Freeman, saC, Bishop of ossory, announced 
that pope Francis had accepted his early 
retirement due to ill health. in a letter to 
the people of ossory he wrote: "i thank the 
good Lord for bestowing on me the grace 
to serve Him, to serve His Church and to 
serve His people – i extend my deepest 
gratitude to the people of ossory whom i 
have served for almost nine years". When 
he was chosen as our Bishop he appointed 
me to be his Vicar general, a position i held 
under Bishop Forristal.
 
When a diocese becomes vacant it is the 
duty of the College of Consultors (a group 
of priests drawn mainly from the Council 
of priests) to meet and elect a Diocesan 
administrator whose duty it is to manage 
the affairs of the Diocese until a new bishop 
is appointed. i was elected to that position 
by my brother priests, a position i had held 
for short periods between the retirement 
of Bishop Forristal and the ordination of 
séamus Freeman as Bishop of ossory and 
again for a few months following his illness 
in 2013.

in a tribute to Bishop Freeman i said: ‘i am 
humbled to be asked to take on this new 
responsibility and i hope to continue the 
good work that Bishop séamus oversaw 
in our Diocese for the past nine years. i 
wish him well in retirement and pray for his 
continued health. i hope to do all that i can 
to facilitate the continued implementation 
of our Diocesan plan and the many other 
good works in the Diocese which gives us 
life and hope".

i see my role in the first place to affirm 
and support my brother priests in all their 
pastoral ministries in their parishes. at 
this time of year there is great activity in 
parishes with the preparation programmes 
for the Celebration of First eucharist and 
sacrament of Confirmation. parish Finance 
Committees and parish pastoral Councils 
are meeting again after the summer break. 
adult Faith programmes are in place and 
pre-marriage Courses will be held between 
now and Christmas and in the New year. 
you might say that this is all ‘ordinary and 
routine’ parish life and in one sense it is, 
but when it comes to a family sitting down 
with their priest to arrange the Funeral 
Liturgy for a member of their family it is far 
from ‘ordinary’ for them. in years to come 
they will recall how they were treated by 
their priest, and similarly so for a couple 
arranging their marriage ceremony.

i believe we have in this diocese a wonderful 
record of genuine pastoral care for people 
whatever the occasion. every day i see 
examples of the sincerity and dedication 
of my brother priests in their work – building 
up the faith of people and bringing the light 
and love of god’s message to their lives. 
i’m conscious too of my responsibility to 
care for brother priests who are undergoing 
ongoing treatment and insist on continuing 
generously in ministry. We now have two 
retired bishops and sixteen retired priests. 
they are very important members of our 
priest’s fraternity. We have good reason 
to be grateful for their many decades of 
pastoral ministry and their continued love 
for the Diocese through their prayers and 
serene acceptance of the burdens of old 
age.

Michael Ryan

Diocese of ossory

Diocesan administrator
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probably the most significant decision in 
the Diocese of ossory for many years was 
the appointment of ms gemma mulligan 
as Co-ordinator of the ossory Diocesan 
pastoral plan by Bishop Freeman. she 
took up her work under the protection 
of the Blessed Virgin mary on 15th august 
2016. Bishop séamus put it very well when 
introducing her to the priests, religious and 
Laity he wrote: as i have said many times, 
the plan for our Diocese is not the bishop’s 
plan, nor is it the priest’s plan, it is a plan for 
all of us, all 85,000 baptised members of the 
Catholic Church in our diocese’. in my role 
i intend to support in every way this new 
and important initiative for our diocese. 
as the vision statement for the plan says: 
“the Diocesan pastoral plan is asking us to 
accept that the future shape of the Church 
of ossory is in our hands, under the guidance 

of the Holy spirit in a new pentecost.” my 
fervent wish for our Diocese is that we will 
be able to rejoice in the talents and gifts of 
all god’s people from the youngest to the 
oldest, recognising in particular the hugely 
important role that the laity will have in the 
future shape of our diocese and parishes. 

god grant that we will be able to foster in 
one another a deep desire not only to live 
our Christians lives but be truly anxious to 
share it within our family circle first and then 
the wider community.
 
i ask all readers of the Ossory Times to 
continue to pray for our diocese at this time 
and i in turn promise to pray for you and 
your families as we await the appointment 
of our new bishop, successor of st Kieran, 
first Bishop of ossory.

i believe we have 
in this diocese a 
wonderful record of 
genuine pastoral care 
for people whatever 
the occasion...

mgr michael ryan
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the diocesan programme is open to young people 
aged sixteen years and over.

Noeleen Lynam

a programme for young people 
of the Diocese of ossory

this month sees the launch of the aim 
High programme in the Diocese of ossory; 
taking inspiration from the words of pope 
Francis to young people:

“Dear young people, the Church 
expects great things of you and 
you generosity, don’t be afraid to 
Aim High”…

the programme is designed to encourage 
and acknowledge the contribution 
made by young people in our parishes 
and communities.

too often we adults bemoan how few 
teenagers and young adults are part of 
our weekly celebration of eucharist.  yet 
in every parish there are willing, generous, 
eager young people who perhaps only 
need to be asked, to be encouraged to 
take a role on in the Liturgical, social and 
spiritual life of our communities.

aim High is a parish ministry programme 
which asks parishes through priests, parish 
councils, Liturgy groups etc to actively 

seek out and encourage people to 
become active.

the participants are asked to make a 
commitment to their parish, to actively 
develop their spiritual life and to take 
one some voluntary, supportive role in 
their parish. 

participation in parish Liturgies could 
include becoming a minister of the Word 
or minister of the eucharist; joining the 
choir as singer or musician, preparing 
prayer of the Faithful, getting involved 
in Church events like decorating the 
Church for the Liturgical seasons, 
stewarding at Confirmation, being part 
of the church cleaning group, joining a 
parish pilgrimage.

participants will be expected to involve 
themselves in developing their own 
faith.  to accommodate this a number 
of youth Day events will be arranged 
around the Diocese during the course of 

aim high
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DEAR YOUNG PEOPLE, 
THE CHURCH EXPECTS 
GREAT THINGS
OF YOU AND YOUR 
GENEROSITY, 
DON’T BE AFRAID TO 

AIM HIGH
Pope FrancisD
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The Aim High Parish Ministry Programme 
was developed to encourage young people 
to take an active part in their Church, 
parish and community.

Aim High is open to all young people, 16 
years and over. The Award is flexible, 
non-competitive and requires an 
ongoing commitment. The programme 
is coordinated through the Parish, in 
conjunction with parish organisations, 
secondary schools and youth clubs.

Diocese of Ossory
PARISH MINISTRY PROGRAMME FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

AIM HIGH   
Contact us 086-3404730

Email: aimhigh@ossory.ie
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the year with input from various speakers; 
opportunity for prayer, reflection and a 
guided sharing of faith. each participant 
will be expected to avail of at least three 
of these events.

our faith is a lived faith so those taking 
part in the aim HigH programme will also 
be encouraged to volunteer their services 
with some voluntary group approved 
within their parish.  examples include 
local st Vincent de paul, leadership roles 
in youth groups, homework clubs, visiting 
the elderly, working in Charity shops, 
parish related fundraising…..whatever 
groups are active in their parishes.

to make a success of aim HigH each 
parish is asked to appoint an aim HigH 
co-ordinator who will oversee those 
participating in the programme. Co-
ordinators will meet those taking part 
at the beginning of the programme to 
agree what tasks and roles each person 
is undertaking and thereafter just Keep 
an eye on them to encourage them 
to continue.  the aim HigH steering 
committee will meet co-ordinators in 

october and are available as a support 
right throughout the year.

the term of activities run from october 
to may and the hope is the participants 
will be presented with their certificates in 
their parishes on pentecost sunday. 

those who fulfilled their requirements will 
receive
•	 a certificate of Commendation – for 

one years’ service
•	 merit- for two years’ service
•	 Distinction-for three years’ service
•	 Bishop’s award- for extended service

the programme is open to young people 
aged sixteen years and over. the award 
is flexible, non-competitive and requires 
an ongoing commitment. aim HigH 
is co-ordinated through the parish, in 
conjunction with parish organisations, 
secondary schools and youth clubs.

the usual parental consent and 
safeguarding policy will apply. For further 
information contact 086-3404730. email 
aimhigh@ossory.ie

PARENT/GUARDIAN CONSENT FORM
I understand that during their voluntary activities 
photographs may be taken and I give my permission 
for these to be used in any hard copy/online (delete 
as appropriate) publications by the diocese.

I understand that during Award activities videos 
(which may include webcam) may be taken and I 
give my permission for these to be used in any hard 
copy/online (delete as appropriate) publications by 
the diocese.

I have read the Safeguarding Information for 
parents/guardians included:
Medical Emergency: In the event of illness or 
accident, I give permission for medical treatment 
to be administered to my child where considered 
necessary by a suitably quali�ed medical practitioner 
and/or hospital. I understand that every e�ort will 
be made to contact me as soon as possible. 
Please note: organisers cannot administer any 
medication. However should your child require 
medication or intimate care needs please discuss 
this with the organisers who will work with you to 
establish how your child can be best accommodated 
in accordance with relevant procedures. 

I give permission for my child to participate in the 
Aim High Award.

________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature and Tel.

volunteer
Our faith is lived out most fully in our 
actions, that is why it is important to 
be aware of the needs of others and to 
minister to their needs. 
Examples of pastoral activities could 
be:

• Becoming a member of the St Vincent De Paul
• Working in a Youth Club
• Parish/Diocese related fundraising
• Visiting the elderly
• Your own suggestions (to be approved)

HOW TO APPLY?
September - Fill out the attached form and submit 
to Aim High Parish Coordinator by the end of 
September.

October - �e Parish Coordinator will meet each 
volunteer and agree a contract, listing their activities 
for the year. �is contract is co-signed by the Parish 
Priest. A commissioning ceremony will take place 
in October.

Oct to May - Each young person participates in 
parish events as per contract.

April - A short re�ection on their experience and 
learnings must be submitted to Parish Coordinator.

Pentecost Sunday - Aim High Certi�cates are 
issued to Parish Coordinators and presented to 
recipients a�er Mass.

WHAT IS INVOLVED?
Participants are required to take an active part in 
the life of their parish and also to participate in at 
least three days of Spiritual Development. 
�ere are three areas:
1. Participation
2. Pray
3. Volunteer

Upon completion participants will receive a 
certi�cate of:
• Commendation - for one year’s service,
• Merit – for two year’s service,
• Distinction – for three year’s service
• Bishop’s Award – for extended service.

participate
When we are baptised we become 
members of the Church and are called 
to be actively involved in the liturgical 
life of our Parish. 
Examples of liturgical activities, along 
with regular Mass attendance, are:

• Reading at Mass
• Becoming a Eucharistic Minister/Altar Server
• Joining the Choir
• Assisting with Church decorating/cleaning
• Preparing Prayer of the Faithful
• Assisting at Church Events (i.e. Advent, Lent, 

Christmas, Cemetery Mass)

pray
Our faith encourages us to learn more 
about who we are as individuals, who 
Jesus is and what he means to each one 
of us. 
Examples of spiritual development 
are:

1. Participating in at least three of the Youth Day 
Events (see poster)

2. Joining a Prayer Group

1

2

3

“�e Church needs you! 
Be revolutionaries, 

swim against the tide.”
Pope Francis.

“All that is good, all that is true, all that is 
beautiful brings us to God. Because God is good, 
God is beautiful, God is the truth.”
Pope Francis
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THIS ADVENT

•	 Scripture	Reflection	Booklet
•	 Text	of	the	Day
•	 Tweet	of	the	Day	(Audio	Thought	
for	the	Day)

•	 Thought	for	the	Day	Booklet	
•	 Website	Online	Advent	
Resources	(www.ossory.ie)

ADvenT	PAck	
•	 Sunday	Gospel	Reflection	sheets	
with	short	thought	and	actions

•	 Step-by-step	Build	an	Advent	
Wreath	along	with	a	Blessing	for	
the	Wreath

•	 christmas	Story	with	questions	
for	reflection	

•	 Blessing	for	crib	for	the	home	
along	with	a	prayer	before	the	
crib	

•	 christmas	Grace	Before	Meal	

ADVENT PROGRAMME FROM
OSSORy ADuLT FAITH DEVELOPMENT

NEW ADVENT PACK

Ossory Adult Faith Development
Tel. 056 7753624
Email afd@ossory.ie
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Joe McKeown

skilled and dedicated staff provide 
a happy learning environment for 

children who find change a challenge

st patrick's De La salle
official opening and blessing of 

special education Unit at st patrick's 
De La salle Boys school Kilkenny
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imagine a room... painted in soft, 
soothing tones. imagine it with armchairs 
in your chosen colours and filled with 
some of your favourite things. imagine 
rainbows and cushions, cuddly blankets 
and soft toys.  imagine friendly helpers to 
guide you and a few friendly fellows to 
join in the fun. imagine this is the place 
where you start school. For adults of a 
certain age such schools were the stuff of 
dreams but for children in st patrick’s De 
La salle in Kilkenny it is very much a reality 
… and it’s going to get even better.  

For some children, attending mainstream 
schools is particularly challenging. the 
De La salle is meeting the needs of these 
children with its new centre for pupils with 
autism. Here boys and girls can learn in 
a setting that meets their needs. skilled 
and dedicated staff provide a happy 
learning environment for children who 
find change a challenge. the eighteen 
pupils in their care integrate with their 
fellow pupils at play time every day, and 
in class when necessary. at other times 
they benefit from the individual care and 
attention they need to relate to the world 
around them.

st patrick’s De La salle has completed a 
building project which provides state-of 
-the-art facilities for the pupils. two state-
of-the-art classrooms, accommodating 
six children each, have been built. each 
room is staffed by a teacher and two 
special needs assistants and equipped 
to the highest standard. it is the second 
such facility in the city, alongside the one 
in st Canice’s Ns.  

Bishop seamus Freeman blessed the new 
wing at the official opening in the school.  
the opening was performed by Brian 
Cody, former principal of the school and 
Kilkenny hurling manager. school pupil, 
Lapo olival was the mC in a ceremony of 
song, poetry and prayer. Current principal, 
Joe mcKeown, thanked all involved in 
the project. “investment in education is 
never wasted. the investment in these 
pupils has delivered an immediate return.  
its annual dividend is the happiness and 
contentment of the pupils in our school.  
as soon as these classes were opened, 
the children became happier. its long-
term return is the fulfilment of potential, 
the realisation of dreams and the 
enrichment of a country.”
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give me a crash 
course in... 

taxation and 
Church teaching

ossory times oCtoBer 2016

Michael Shortall

moraLity matters
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a good summer? 
A quiet one. But as always things happen 
that leave me thinking. 
such as? 
One of the big stories of the summer was 
the Apple and the 13 billion Tax bill. 
i recall. the european Commission made a 
judgment that apple was given an unfair 
advantage. over a number of years, the 
company was enabled to route much of 
their profits through ireland at a negligible 
tax rate. apple must now pay 13 billion 
euro in back taxes. But the government 
argue that it was legal and transparent 
according to the rules of the time and 
therefore will appeal the judgement. 
13 billion euro is an awful lot of money. 
And that is what got me thinking. As a 
country we could do so much for so many 
– especially for those in need. After all, isn’t 
that one reason why we pay our taxes? 
according to Catholic social teaching it 
is the primary reason for paying out taxes. 
according to the Compendium of the 
Social Doctrine of the Church taxes are 
a way in which a society can integrally 
develop and live in solidarity with each 
other, especially those who are most 
vulnerable (paragraph 355). 
In other words, taxes are a practical way 
in which we support our neighbour? 
in our sophisticated societies, taxes 
are one of the ways that supports the 
common good. as the second Vatican 
Council said, the common good are those 
conditions that allow each individual to 
flourish (Gaudium et Spes, paragraph 26). 
these conditions would include law and 
order, a job, education, health and so 
on. to create those conditions we need 
police forces, functioning economies, 
school systems, hospitals and so many 
other things. in turn to have them, we 
need taxes! 
Are we not then all obliged to pay our 
taxes? 
yes, as the The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church says, paying taxes one of the 
important duties or responsibilities of being 
a good citizen.  it states: “submission to 
authority and co-responsibility for the 
common good make it morally obligatory 

to pay taxes, to exercise the right to vote, 
and to defend one's country” (paragraph 
2240). 
at the same time, it must also be levied 
in a manner that is fair and just. one 
important principle of fairness is that 
‘those with more should pay more’. so 
while there is a responsibility for all to pay 
their taxes, there is also a weighty moral 
responsibility on the government not to 
levy disproportionate tax on those with 
low incomes. 
And what of major corporations like 
Apple? 
the moral responsibility for the common 
good also applies to companies and 
corporations. after all, they also benefit 
from the conditions of the common good 
that are supported by our taxes. and 
according to fairness, they should also 
pay their fair share. 
And how do we work out what is fair?  
ah, sometimes that is one of the most 
difficult questions of all. in part, this is 
what has been called ‘the art of politics’.  
Countries will debate and choose the 
policies that will best achieve what they 
as a society considers to be important 
for its common good. in ireland’s case, 
creating jobs is one of the most important 
elements of the common good. it was 
decided generations ago that this could 
only be done with the help of multi-
national companies. in recent times, this 
was encouraged with a favourable tax 
regime – from which companies like apple 
benefited. they did bring good jobs and 
so lifted our common good. 
But your question still remains. Have 
companies like apple really contributed 
its fair share? at the same time, there is 
a responsibility on the government to 
act according to the best international 
practice. multi-national companies should 
do not use ireland as a tax haven to avoid 
their responsibilities in other countries. its 
not an easy balance to achieve. 
But achieving it is important all the same! 
Without doubt.

ossory timesoCtoBer 2016
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OSSORy ADuLT FAITH DEVELOPMENT    

ossory 
Diocesan 
pilgrimage 
rome 2016

it was a great privilege to be able 
to participate in the recent ossory 
Diocesan pilgrimage to rome. 
the group was led by Frs Kieran, 
Dermot and tom and came from 
all parts of Kilkenny and Laois and 
even from as far afield as the Usa.  
From when we gathered early on 
monday morning at st Kieran’s 
College to catch a coach to 
Dublin to when we returned on 
saturday evening, we managed 
to cover an incredible amount of 
ground whether spiritual, physical, 
historical, archeological, culinary 
or social. 

the headquarters for the 
pilgrimage was the very central 
and conveniently located irish 
College in rome. We could not 
have been made more welcome 
by the rector, mons Ciarán 
o’Carroll, his staff and the young 
students who were working there 
for the summer. Certainly the 
welcome means that for most 
of us it would be hard to pass 
another opportunity to stay there 
if such came by as we barely 
scratched the surface of all that 
is to see and experience in this 
great city. the College is blessed 

Maura & Tony Joyce
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in having some wonderful spaces and a 
particularly beautiful oratory, which was 
recently sensitively redeveloped. the staff 
ensured we were set forth on our travels 
each day with a full breakfast. this was 
well needed as we easily over-achieved 
the healthy living target of 10,000 steps 
per day! every day!!  

to help us we had two guides (Kieran and 
mirella) who framed the historical context 
for us as we travelled around rome and 
who showed us much of the early city.

as well as visiting and praying at many of 
the major church sites (st paul’s outside 
the Walls, st John Lateran, st mary major) 
as part of the pilgrimage, we also visited 
the Catacombs of st Callixtus, located 
near the appian Way and one of the 
largest early Christian burial complexes in 
rome. While it was very moving to see a 
site – with 5 levels and 20km of passages 
and the grave locations of around half 
a million people, including early popes 
and martyrs – under modern lighting 

conditions, one couldn’t help wondering 
what it must have been like back in 
ancient times when lighting could only 
have been provided by small simple oil 
lamps, and a knowledge of the twists and 
turns of the complex would have been 
essential if one were to avoid being a 
long term and permanent resident of the 
catacomb rather than a visitor. progress is 
not always a bad thing!

on the Wednesday morning, we 
experienced the highlight of the 
pilgrimage when we took part in the 
general papal audience in st peter’s 
square. as luck would have it, the 
group managed to position itself close 
to where pope Francis passed by in his 
“popemobile” as he drove through the 
crowd greeting the people. We had 
gotten to the site with plenty of time to 
spare and this was a real case of the 
early bird catching the worm (if that 
isn’t a disrespectful image!). the pope’s 
message to the people was all about 
having hope and belief. Jesus’ mercy 
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extends to all who seek forgiveness no 
matter how great or small their sins may 
be, pope Francis said. His delivery was so 
inspiring, especially when he moved off-
script and spoke from the heart.  

We were also blessed with the weather for 
the audience as not long after it finished 
the heavens opened and a massive 
thunder and lightning storm arrived with 
a spectacular downpour – the first rain 
the city had experienced in a couple of 
months!  Fortunately by that time we were 
under cover in various parts of the locality 
around st peter's so all was well.  For those 
who hadn’t brought insurance raingear 
with them, the enterprising street-sellers 
had plenty of capes and umbrellas to sell 
(at only a small markup!!).

the following day we toured st peter’s 
Basilica and were privileged to have 
a group mass in the grotto beneath 
the main altar, where st peter’s tomb 
is located. this was another special 
moment. at the end of mass Fr tom led 

the group in a rousing rendition of “Hail, 
glorious st patrick” to mark the occasion 
and the location. 

as well as feeding the soul, we had a 
number of chances to feed the body 
also, and we did get to sample roman 
cuisine in various locations – we enjoyed 
the ambiance of the piazza Navona and 
on the final evening the College gave us a 
parting gift of an excellent dinner.  Before 
the dinner mons o’Carroll brought us on 
a tour of the College and gave its history, 
in a most entertaining and memorable 
address. the heart of Daniel o’Connell 
may no longer be in the College, but 
undoubtedly his oratorical skill has found 
a new home!

this was a wonderful week, and if and 
when the Diocese organises another 
such pilgrimage, we would strongly 
recommend early sign-up! We extend 
heartfelt thanks to our three priests who 
led us so well for the week.
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the ossory adult 
Faith Development 
pilgrimage to rome 
took place recently 
under the guidance 
of Fr Kieran o'shea, as 
Chaplain, we began 

our pilgrimage at st Kieran's College. on 
the trip also was rev. Dr Dermot ryan, 
president of st Kieran's College. He had 
been a post grad student in the irish 
College in rome, and had arranged this 
pilgrimage. Fr tom Coyle, newly retired pp 
of galmoy, came with us too, along with 
over fifty people from the diocese and a 
few friends from america! 

We were each given a booklet 
containing pilgrim prayers, the Word of 
god for our daily eucharistic celebrations, 
reflections for each of the special places 
we would visit and prayers which reflect 
our awareness of the cry for mercy which 
rises up from so many people across 
the face of the earth. We would try to 
become more aware of the presence 
of Christ who graces every day of life's 
pilgrimage with his love and mercy. the 
booklet was produced by ossory adult 
Faith Development to help guide our 
days. 

our group met at st Kieran's College 
at 10.30am, 29th august 2016, to board a 
bus for Dublin airport. the group consisted 
of many friends and acquaintances. 
more would join us in Ballyragget, Durrow 
and portlaoise. there was a blessing of 
pilgrims when we all had gathered. 

after an eventful journey from Dublin 
we were met at Colaiste na ngael by a 
group of young men and women who 
helped us with our cases and brought us 

to our very comfortable air-conditioned 
rooms. after a freshen up we had supper 
in the refectory in the College. We 
visited the chapel for evening prayer and 
retired happily to bed. From a full stocked 
kitchen, tea/coffee facilities were readily 
available in the college. there was a 
swimming pool for the more energetic. a 
nearby restaurant provided inexpensive 
food, indoor and outdoor.

our guide 
Kieran troy had 
joined us. We 
had breakfast at 
8.30am but that 
timetable was 
to change!  the 

bus was parked 20 minutes walk from the 
irish College. it was not a good path for 
walking. the temperature was high and 
did not favour this journey on foot. We 
followed our instructions about drinking 
lots of water, using sun protection and 
wearing hats. Comfortable shoes were 
essential. Kieran troy brought us on a 
long tour through the catacombs of 
st Callixtus. Hundreds of thousands of 
people were buried there, many of whom 
were small children. the air was lovely 
and cool. We saw beautiful examples 
of early Christian art depicting the Last 
supper, the Baptism of Jesus, the good 
shepherd and many testament scenes. 
the three priests concelebrated mass. Fr 
Kieran spoke about the god of mercy. 
We bought some religious items for papal 
blessing.

We visited the Basilica of st paul outside 
the Walls, the entrance being through 
the Holy Door. We saw the sarcophagus 

MONDAy 
29th August 2016

TuESDAy 
30th August 2016

OSSORy ADuLT FAITH DEVELOPMENT    

pilgrimage to rome 
for the Holy year of mercy 2016

Donie & Terry Holland
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of the apostle to the gentiles. We saw the 
Chapel of the Crucifix, where st ignatius 
of Loyola and his companions founded 
the society of Jesus. pope Francis is a 
Jesuit. We walked to the Colosseum for 
a tour and informative talk by our guide. 
Back at the College we had a rest and 
change and went out by bus to dinner, 
where we were entertained by beautiful 
singing of light opera and Neapolitan 
songs. the food was excellent, likewise the 
wine. afterwards we had an illuminated 
tour of rome - magnificent fountains, 
great statuary, particularly of romulus 
and remus.

after an early 
breakfast at 7.00am 
we left for st peter's 
square for a 
general audience 

with pope Francis. it was very warm. We 
saw pope Francis fairly close up and 
many of us got lovely pictures of him. His 
interaction with people, especially small 
children, whom he blessed, impressed us 
all. He was a healthy looking, strong man, 
blessed with energy. a big cheer arose 
when pilgrims from the Diocese of ossory 
were announced. postcards with Vatican 
stamps were bought and sent to families at 
home. We went to have lunch in different 
restaurants. the sun was shining but very 
soon there was a spectacular change. 
We had torrential rain, accompanied 
by thunder and lightning. When the 
rain eased off, there was a sea of blue, 
pink and yellow rain ponchos, newly 
purchased from opportunists at various 
prices. Is olc an ghaoth nach réideann 
do dhuine éigean! Lots of sound effects 
from the thunder. Weather improved 

WEDNESDAy 
31st August 2016
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and we went to the Basilica of saint 
John Lateran. mass was concelebrated. 
Fr Dermot explained the pope's homily 
from the morning's audience which had 
been given in italian. He referred to its 
humility, its concern for god's mercy and 
its concern for the poor. after a meal 
and a rest and walk our bus took us to 
Castel gandolfo. it is a beautiful location 
near a lake with wonderful views. our leg 
muscles were becoming accustomed 
to the strain of hill-walking. there was a 
brilliant red sunset, a portent of good but 
hot sunny weather.

We were in st 
peter's again. our 
new guide mirella 
was with us. We 
saw a reference to 
Bishop patrick Collier. 
We witnessed where 
pope John paul ii 

was shot, may 13, 1981. He thankfully 
recovered. "Hail glorious st patrick" was 
sung. in the chapel. Fr tom spoke about 
compassion. afterwards we visited tombs 

of st John paul ii and John Xiii. We went 
on the coach to the pantheon and the 
church of santa maria, containing the 
tomb of st Catherine of sienna.  all this time 
you were aware of extra armed security 
so much a part of our world today. Dinner 
was near the Four rivers Fountain. still on 
our feet, one of the group calculated we 
had walked 10 miles and it was not yet 5 
o'clock.

During the week the pilgrims mixed well 
sharing readings, intercessions, prayers 
and blessings. We were from different 
parishes in ossory and outside of ossory – 
even Little rock and some Florida parishes 
were represented. all participated in the 
readings and prayers. We met a very 
friendly Cardinal sean Brady many times. 
the College rector Ciarán o'Carroll 
was so helpful and friendly. the staff of 
the College were so courteous. all the 
pilgrims received a commemorative gift 
from Faith Development to remind us of 
our pilgrimage, a copy of pope Francis' 
pectoral Cross, not containing an image 
of the Crucified Christ, but of the good 
shepherd, the god of Compassion.

THuRSDAy 
1st September 2016
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We had a morning 
visit to Basilica of st 
mary major, principal 
marian Church in 
rome. it contains an 
ancient icon of our 
Lady. Fr Kieran, in his 

homily in the sistine Chapel, said the marks 
of a pilgrim – to be weary, tired, having 
experienced pain and exhaustion, were 
to be clearly seen on us, but goodbye to 
cobble stones! go home and help each 
other and live as Christians.

We then walked up the Capitoline 
Hill and witness the views over the Forum 
and the scale of the roman ruins. We saw 
the pagan effects. We saw the Christian 
marks influenced by the Catholic Church 
over the ages. still being influenced by 
pope Francis, the soon to be canonised 
mother teresa. the trevi Fountain was 
memorable.

Later at a buffet dinner in Coláiste 
na ngael, mgr Ciarán o'Carroll spoke 
about the history of the place referring 

to Luke Wadding, oliver plunkett, 
Daniel o'Connell and others. truly it 
has influenced the Catholic Church, 
italy and, of course, ireland. We then 
packed. many of our group went to vigil 
celebrations in anticipation of mother 
teresa's canonisation which was to take 
place that weekend. our final prayers 
were Friday night and saturday morning 
before our departure.

our pilgrimage was memorable and 
very happy thanks to Kieron troy and 
mirella, our guides; and our organisers Fr 
Dermot and Chaplain Fr Kieran. thanks 
too to m&a Coaches for safely getting us 
to and from our start and end points.

it was indeed a privilege and a 
blessing to participate in the 2016 ossory 
pilgrimage to rome. We will reflect on it, 
treasure the memories and hopefully try 
harder. Go raibh míle maith agaibh go 
léir agus Rath Dé ar bhur saothar. 

all arrived safely home, buíochas mór 
le Dia.

FRIDAy 
2nd September 2016
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Gemma Mulligan

ossory pastoral 
plan Coordinator

Before his retirement, Bishop Freeman 
appointed me as coordinator of the pastoral 
plan for ossory and i began my appointment 
on august 15th last. During these past weeks 
i have been making my way around the 
diocese meeting with priests, parish pastoral 
councils, deaneries and people in parishes all 
over ossory. 

i was always aware that the diocese of 
ossory was very vibrant and active especially 
at parish level but this has really become 
apparent to me as i gradually make my way 
around the diocese. What has struck me most 
is that in every parish there are people who 
give endless amounts of time in taking care of 
the needs of their parishioners. 
 
there are huge numbers of people involved 
in all areas of parish life. people are giving so 
much of their time to help enrich the liturgy 
at mass, prepare families for baptism and for 
communion and confirmation programmes. 
Local people help organise the collection, 
the flowers, the cleaning of the church and 
the grounds. so many parishioners give their 
weekend mornings contributing to the life 
of their parish. all working with the priests 
living out the message of the gospel. When 

speaking at mass over these past weeks 
about our plan for the diocese, i have been 
encouraged greatly by the response. there is 
an understanding among us all that we are in 
a time of change in our church but for most 
it would seem that is not something to be 
feared but to be embraced. 

in all areas of our lives and our relationships 
we are called to make changes in order to 
grow and stay strong this is also true for our 
parishes. the truth never changes but how we 
live that truth can change.

since i began my role as coordinator i have 
been very privileged to meet such wonderfully 
committed and dedicated people who 
genuinely care about their parishes and 
our diocese. the warmth and hospitality 
at meetings and in parishes which i have 
experienced says so much about who we 
are as Church. parishioners have expressed to 
me a real sense of joy that role of coordinator 
for the diocesan pastoral plan has been 
filled and that it is a step in the right direction 
for the diocese.  it is my job as coordinator 
to help implement the pastoral plan and 
to encourage others to become actively 
involved in that same journey.

the parish pastoral council of rosbercon 
working together sharing the good news of our 

Diocesan pastoral plan
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When a Diocese is awaiting the 
appointment of a new Bishop, the 
Diocesan pastoral Council lapses. to 
ensure continuity in the work the Diocesan 
pastoral Council had been doing, mgr. 
michael ryan, Diocesan administrator, 
asked the members of the former Council 
to continue as an advisory group to him. 
the focus of the Diocesan pastoral 
Council in the last two years had been 
on drawing up a Diocesan pastoral plan.  
this plan was ratified by Bishop Freeman 
in may 2015.  Work then began to appoint 
a Coordinator who would facilitate the 
implementation of the plan throughout 
the Diocese. ms. gemma mulligan 
began to work in this role on 15th august 
this year. 

the advisory group felt it was necessary 
to consider their goals for this interim 
period and for this purpose they met for a 
morning on saturday 10th september  for 
a session that was facilitated by ms. ann 
Daly. the outcome of this meeting was a 
decision to focus, with and through, the 
three Deanery pastoral Councils on the 
following strands of the Diocesan pastoral 
plan:
•	 Reimagine	Parish	Leadership
•	 Young	People
•	 Communication

Working with and offering support to the 
Deanery pastoral Councils in the coming 
months was considered a top priority for 
the advisory group.  Using the network of 
parish, Deanery and Diocesan pastoral 
Councils which we have in the Diocese 
to its full capacity would mean, for 
example:

•	 encouraging and supporting 
initiatives at parish and deanery level

•	 enhancing the flow of communication 
throughout the Diocese

•	 the excellent material prepared by 
adult Faith Development for advent, 
Lent, etc. could be availed of by the 
maximum number of parishes and 
people

•	 we would be well placed, as a 
Diocese, to join in the national 
preparation for the international 
meeting of Families which will take 
place in ireland in august 2018 and 
to participate effectively in this 
important event for the Church in 
ireland.

the members of the advisory group felt 
the goal-setting session was very valuable 
in giving them a sense of direction in their 
role at this time.

Helen Maher

goalsetting september 2016

my experience so far as i make my way 
around the diocese is that we have a vibrant 
and active diocese we also have people and 
priests who want to sustain this vibrancy. there 
are obvious groups absent from our parishes 
and that must be addressed and it is clear 
to me that parishes worry and care about 
those who are not there, but if we can take 
ownership of the task which is ours through 
our Baptism, together we can explore new 

ways to invite others on the journey. Working 
together priests and people, ordained and 
non ordained as a church community can 
help sustain us into the future.

in our vision for the diocese the pastoral plan 
is asking us to accept that the future shape 
of the Church in ossory is in all our hands, 
under the guidance of the Holy spirit in a new 
pentecost.
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an audacious 
service of the 
Brotherhood 

we are all 
Vocation 
Directors

Here Fr Kieran o’shea, recently 
appointed Director of Vocation 
reflects	on	the	mission	of	every	

priest to be a Vocation Director
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Delivering the homily at the opening Mass of the 
thirty-sixth general congregation of the Society of 

Jesus on Sunday 2nd October, 2016 the Master of the 
Dominican Order, Fr Bruno Cadoré, pointed out to 

his Jesuit listeners that there is a great need to have 
an audacity of the improbable, an audacity of the 
gospel, in a time of great challenge and need for 

brotherhood. He went on to say that this audacity of 
the improbable must be accompanied by a great 

sense of humility and service which will enable people 
to hear again the voice of the One ‘in whom the world 

hopes, who reverses death and establishes life’.

to be involved in the work of promoting 
vocations to the priesthood and 
particularly the diocesan priesthood 
today demands a certain audacity of 
the improbable and a profound and 
radical trust in the audacity of the gospel. 
otherwise the continuation of the ministry, 
to young men, in this case, inviting them 
to look into their hearts and truly discover 
the path that the divine road builder 
invites them to follow, will be in vain.

However this is not just a demand laid 
on the shoulders of one individual who 
happens to occupy the role of Vocation 
Director. it must be at the centre of the 
ministry of every priest who in a very real 
sense is also a Vocation Director in his own 
parish or wherever his ministry makes the 
presence of Christ visible and His Voice 
heard. 

at the heart of promoting vocations 
is this reality; every priest is called to 
be a witness to the audacity of the 
improbable, a witness to faith,hope and 
Love, a servant of the mercy of god 
for his people whether they are saints 
or sinners, rich or poor, young or old, in 
sickness or health. every priest becomes 
a Vocation Director par excellence when 
he radically witnesses to the audacity of 
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. glossy posters and well thought out 
programmes and retreats are certainly of 
assistance when it comes to promoting 
vocations, but nothing can compare with 
joyful, enthusiastic and humble service of 

the gospel and the audacity to proclaim it 
boldly. this is what attracts young people 
to faith, to ministry - not a tired, empty and 
bedraggled effort from those already 
ordained - they respond generously and 
begin to discover the gentle voice of the 
Lord who calls, when they encounter the 
priest as one who lives life radically in the 
service of others, always giving of himself, 
his life and ministry pointing to someone 
ever ancient and ever new. 

this radical life of witness can be a difficult 
and lonely road that can only be travelled 
with renewed faith and brotherhood. yes 
brotherhood! as diocesan priests we are 
not sons of ignatius or Francis or Dominic, 
yet we too are commissioned to be a 
brotherhood of contemplatives in action 
so we can accompany all the baptised 
in discerning the path the Lord invites 
them to follow. 

the vocation to ordained priesthood 
should not evaporate when we are 
ordained, it should grow and mature 
and find expression particularly in being 
a beacon of light for others who seek to 
dare the audacity of the improbable, 
who want to spend their energy, gifts 
and talents in the service of their brothers 
and sisters as priests of Jesus Christ. this 
is a challenge, but one that we cannot 
renege on, to be true to ourselves we 
have no choice but to commit to a 
renewed sense of brotherhood and to 
prepare the way for others to follow and 
complete the work already begun in us. 
When we are who we are called to be 
as priests then we are a brotherhood 
of Vocation Director’s. Let us pray that 
together we will bear fruit ... and we will!

Lord Jesus, teach us to be generous, 
teach us to serve You as You deserve, 

to give and not to count the cost, to fight 
and not to heed the wounds, to toil and 
not to seek for rest, to labour and to ask 
for no reward save that of knowing we 

are doing Your will.
(St Ignatius of Loyola)
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"religion is for getting 
people into heaven;  
spirituality is for getting 
heaven into people" Johnny Murtagh
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i sometimes ask the lads in the stables: 
why are there not more young people 
back into mass, back in religion; and 
they say: we couldn’t be bothered. they 
have to hit rock bottom, some of them, to 
realise what’s on offer.

and i says but they are missing so much, 
they are missing so much; because since 
that day i discovered god i’ve never 
looked back; i have god back in my life. 

the lads in the waiting-room do call me 
the preacher and now; and, oh there’s 
non so pure … they say to me - you should 
do this and try and do that; and: ah here 
he goes, Johnny found god! so i usually 
tell them: i didn’t know he was lost.  say 
a prayer for me Johnny, and i’d say: say 
one yourself because he likes hearing 
from strangers, you know, so that’s the 
way i deal with them kind of lads!

But my life is completely turned around. 
i think i’ve become a little bit humble  - 
well i’m working on it, it’s hard. it’s hard, 
but i just have to stay humble and be 
grateful, do you know. 

and i’m in control of my thinking now: my 
thinking is everything and very powerful 
is my thinking. if you want to feel well, 
you must think well, sunny thoughts bring 
happy smiles.

some lads moan: i’ve nothing sunny in 
my life, that’s what he said. and i’d say: 
you’ve nothing sunny in your life? ok, 
how’s your wife and kids? yeah they’re 
good. they’re not in a wheelchair? No. 
No guide dog? No. and you’ve nothing 

sunny in your life? and i’d tell him: you’ve 
no gratitude. 

i really am grateful today and i’m a very 
positive person. i’m a very, very positive 
person. there’s no negatives in my life 
now; even the negatives are turned 
around into positives. Lord writes in 
crooked lines, you know, i’d want to go 
there, but he’s sending me over there to 
slow me down. 

i always had a loving god in my life, the 
one i feared is gone. Fear is gone and 
Faith is back. i replaced fear with Faith, 
i’ve a great Faith, i’ve a great belief.  Now 
when someone is doing you a bad turn 
and he’s upsetting you, that’s the fella 
i have to work hard on. if everybody’s 
nice: awe you’re a great lad Johnny, 
awe you’re great ….. But it’s the fella 
that’s not, you know, that’s saying these 
things to you. 

i used to take everything to heart, do 
you know, you buy three winners at the 
Curragh  and you get beat at the last 
one.  and someone’d say to you: ah you 
made a right mess of the last one.  that’s 
the fella i’d bring home, not the three 
winners.

so i’m off myself now and onto others. 
everybody i meet today has a sign 
around their neck: please make me 
feel important. good morning, how 
are you: it’s the tone of voice: how you 
doing, would you like a cup of tea, good 
morning, you know, tone of voice is 
everything and timing, i have to watch 
me timing. i’ve got twelve staff at the 

the Kilkenny Novena
st John's parish, may 3 - 11, 2016
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moment so i’m getting out of bed in the 
morning and i’m going to tell god that 
i need his help in the next few minutes: 
i’m going to meet twelve people in the 
next few minutes and i need to be top 
of my game because my reaction to 
them first thing in the morning could 
depend on how they’re going to work 
for the next five hours for me and if you 
go around there saying good morning, 
good morning to everybody and one lad 
tells you: no i don’t want to talk to you 
this morning Johnny. make allowances, 
you don’t know where he’s come from; 
maybe he’s had a row with the wife or 
something happened at home - see you 
have to make allowances for people. 

the first thing i say in the morning is: help 
me to live like Jesus, now that’s not a bad 
starting place for me, do you know, help 
me to live like Jesus. 

i might never get there but that’s the 
starting place. i’m not one of these guys 
who says: help me to do the best i can, 
because i cod myself: ah that was the 
best i could today Johnny. No, same 
when i was riding, i aim for the stars, i aim 
for the stars.  if i didn’t get there, halfway 

up was not too bad, halfway up was not 
too bad. you know, i was just saying, why 
am i coming down here to st John’s? 

i always check my motive before 
anything you know my motive. oh i want 
to sound great; awe sure they don’t know 
what i’m really like, but i check my motive 
now before i do anything. if my motive is 
good, i can do anything, anything. 

you know and as i said, religion is for 
getting people into heaven, spirituality 
is for getting heaven into people: so 
that’s what i need to be: i need to be, 
you know, getting heaven into people, 
helping others off yourself, concentrate 
on others, off yourself and on to others, 
that’s the way i try to live my life today. 

i’ve got a wife, a beautiful wife, i’ve got 
five children, you know. ah i love you 
darling, don’t tell me, show me, that’s 
what she says to me!  Jeez that’s a tough 
one now, huh, don’t tell me, show me, 
you know but i, i’m a very, very lucky man, 
i know i’m lucky, i’m living the dream and 
all those years that fear i had and that 
little empty void i had, i filled it, i filled it 
with god. it was a pity i had to wait so 

Johnny with Fr Brendan Keane Cssr and Fr sean Johnny with Joe malone and son, Jamie
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long to stand on that tenth floor to find 
it but that’s my path, you don’t have to 
go that far, bring your bottom up, you’re 
missing out, you know, get stuck in and 
give yourself a chance, this is a wonderful 
world, it’s wonderful to be alive.

get up in the morning do somebody a 
good turn and you know, i’m, as i said, 
i’m a very, very lucky man. and another 
thing i’ve learned about myself is i can 
say no now. 

i can say no, sorry i can’t do that, if it’s 
wrong. some people don’t like it, do you 
know, but i got principles now in my life 
and i stand by them. 

and if i say i’m going to do something, i 
do it. and if i say i can’t do it, i can’t do 
it, maybe somebody else will do it better 
anyway and no matter what someone is 
showing me now even if i know, i’d say 
could you show me that please? two 
things, you’re making him feel good 
about himself and his way might be 
better than mine. 

so, that’s the way i live my life, it’s a very, 
very simple life, i’ve a great life. i love 

coming down speaking, speaking at 
Novena’s 'cos i’ve a great passion, i’ve a 
great belief that, that he’s been looking 
after me all the time. you know i just had 
to, i just, just had to surrender, be a bit of 
humble and go with the flow. 

and, this is just something i just found 
the other day and i read it now and 
again, and i’ll finish on this: so far today, 
i haven’t done any wrong. i’ve done 
alright; i haven’t gossiped; i haven’t 
lost my temper, i haven’t been greedy, 
grumpy or nasty, selfish or overindulgent 
and for that i am very thankful but, in a 
few minutes god, i’m going to get out of 
bed and i’m probably going to need a 
lot more help! 

so listen, it’s been a pleasure down here, 
that’s just a little sample of my life. i could 
go on about the great winners i rode and 
try and give you a winner for the next 
couple of days. i know everybody is here 
wanting to hear the word of god, but eh, 
i’m running a horse in Navan on sunday, 
he’s name is Kasbah. so if he gets in, if 
he wins on sunday, Fr seán is expecting 
those little envelopes to be pretty full next 
monday morning!

Johnny with Johnswell 'punters', Johnny Brennan, elaine Bennett, siobhan mcKiernan and sean Butler.



page 28

ossory times october 2016

edmund 
ignatius rice 
died 170 years ago

Ray Cleere

Edmund Ignatius Rice, the founder of 
the Irish Christian Brothers and the Irish 
Presentation Brothers, was born on 
June 1, 1762, in a modest farm-house, 
in Callan, County Kilkenny, the fourth 
of seven sons. Despite growing up in 
penal times, when the educational 
opportunities for Irish Catholics were 
severely limited, the Rice children were 
fortunate. A local Augustinian Friar 
visited the home daily to teach Edmund 
and his brothers.

Bright and ambitious, the young Edmund 
inherited his uncle Michael Rice’s 
merchant business in Waterford in 1794. 
He became an influential and highly 
respected citizen in his adopted city – a 
man of means who moved easily among 
the social elite. Trading livestock and 
other supplies to the British Colonies, life 
was good. Aged 23, Edmund married 
Mary Elliott, the daughter of a Waterford 
tanner. They became the parents of a 
daughter also named Mary.

Blessed edmund rice 1762-1844. Businessman, Husband, 
Widower, Father;teacher, Founder, Friend of  the poor.
Ignatius Rice images courtesy of Br. Damien Brennan, 

Ignatius Rice House, Callan.
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in early 1789 tragedy struck the home 
following a horse-riding accident in 
which his wife was killed and his daughter 
was left handicapped. a devastated 
edmund changed his priorities following 
the tragedy and he abandoned the 
ambitions of his class.

in 1794 he founded an orphan society to 
care for the poor children of Waterford 
and he devoted his time to the plight of 
prisoners. in 1802, having provided for the 
care of his daughter with the assistance 
of his married step-sister, Joan murphy, 
he disposed of his business and elegant 
dwelling. He established a makeshift 
school in New street in Waterford to 
cater for the poor. soon afterwards, with 
the help of two young fellow Callan 
men, thomas grosvenor and patrick Finn, 
the irish Christian and irish presentation 
Brothers were founded. the news of the 
new Catholic schools, which embraced 
the irish republican cause, spread across 
ireland. even at this time edmund rice 
was known to be a man of deep faith 
whose spirituality was soundly based 
on his devout daily participation in the 
eucharist, his reading of the scared 
scriptures and other spiritual books, and 
his devotion to the Blessed Virgin mary. 

edmund rice’s decision to devote his 
considerable fortune and the remaining 
years of his life to the most neglected 
children of his day necessitated a radical 
transformation of his comfortable lifestyle 
and was not taken lightly. Humanly 
speaking he had little to gain and much to 
lose when he took that step which led to 
the foundation of a religious brotherhood 
dedicated to the gratuitous education 
and religious formation of poor boys.

a small group of like-minded men threw 
in their lot with edmund and, residing 
together in rather primitive conditions, 
they followed a simple and regular life 
of prayer and service. By the time this 
fledging religious community, with the 
now Brother ignatius rice as their superior 
took their first vows on august 15, 1808, 

they had opened schools in Carrick-on-
suir, County tipperary and in Dungarvan, 
County Waterford. their educational 
mission was to expand and by 1825, when 
they established their houses in england 
(at preston and manchester), the Brothers 
were teaching by novel methods 5,500 
boys in 12 different towns and cities. By 
1830 the Brothers were in 17 locations 
with 7,500 boys, including a number in 
england. Not surprisingly, in response to 
numerous invitations from Bishops, the 
work of the Brothers eventually spread 
beyond ireland to many other countries 
across the world, including australia 
where the first permanent foundation 
under the charismatic leadership of 
Brother patrick ambrose treacy dates 
from 1868. the Christian Brothers made 
history in ireland and they made it again 
in Kilkenny in 1953, when the late Bishop 
patrick Collier blessed and opened the 
CBs primary school in stephen street. 
it was the first school in ireland to be 
named after edmund ignatius rice. the 
school was 60 years old on october 29, 
2013.

Having relinquished his role as leader of 
the Christian Brothers, edmund ignatius 
rice died in Waterford 170 years ago on 
the morning of august 28, 1844, aged 
82. at the end of a very long process, 
this astute businessman, loving husband, 
devoted father, grieving widower, 
innovative educator, courageous 
founder, and compassionate champion 
of the poor was beatified by pope John 
paul ii in rome on october 6, 1996 and he 
became the “Blessed edmund ignatius 
rice”. His feast day is on may 5. to be 
considered for the honour, a miracle 
carried out by, or in the name of, rice 
had to be found.

in 1976, a young Newry man named 
Kevin ellison had his appendix removed 
but complications of gangrene followed. 
Further surgery was performed but the 
doctors believed there was no hope of 
survival. Death would take place within 
24 to 48 hours. a relic of rice was given 
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to the 19-year old’s distraught parents. 
amazingly, he survived the next day and 
after a further operation, he was able 
to return home after several weeks in 
hospital. Kevin ellison is still alive and well, 
and married with a young family.

on saturday october 20, 2012, in 
the Convention Centre in Dublin, the 
former president mary mcaleese and 
her husband, senator martin mcaleese 
joined past pupils and friends of the 
edmund rice/Christian Brothers schools 
for an evening of music and film. Keynote 
addresses which marked the 250th 

anniversary of the birth of edmund rice, 
outlined a vision for the continuation 
of his work in the years to come. about 
1,000 people attended the event.

the master of Ceremonies, rte 
broadcaster, Damien o’reilly, introduced 
the evening’s programme. it featured 
choral performances, music from the 
artane Band, presentations and videos of 
education in ireland and in the missions, 

speeches from the former president mary 
mcaleese, the president of st patrick’s 
College, maynooth, John Hope, prize 
winning academic, Dr Dáire Keogh, 
and activist and author, Fr peter mcVerry 
who recently received the Freedom of 
the City of Dublin in the mansion House. 
there was an opportunity for attendees 
to reconnect with friends and colleagues 
after the event. past pupils from all 
over ireland were invited to the special 
event. they reunited with old friends and 
colleagues from ireland and england, 
and acknowledged the education they 
received during the anniversary year. in 
keeping with the true spirit and tradition 
of edmund rice, the gathering was a 
sincere expression of acknowledgement 
and reconciliation with past pupils who 
experienced ill treatment or abuse in the 
course of their education. 

Blessed edmund ignatius rice’s remains 
lie in a tomb in the edmund rice 
Chapel at mount sion, Barrack street in 
Waterford. many people visit this sacred 
place looking for peace and rest. they 
also pray to Blessed edmund for help in 
their difficulties. all are heartily welcome 
to visit the Chapel and pray at the tomb 
of Blessed edmund ignatius rice.

Former Christian Brothers' pupils include 
actors gabriel Byrne and pierce Brosnan, 
actor/singer Don Baker, comedians 
Brendan o’Carroll and Brendan grace, 
irish snooker legend and former world 
champion, Ken Doherty and former 
republic of ireland striker Niall Quinn.

... he had little to gain and much 
to lose when he took that step 

which led to the foundation of a 
religious brotherhood dedicated 
to the gratuitous education and 
religious formation of poor boys.

tomb of Blessed edmund rice 
at mount sion Waterford.
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Paddy McAlinney

50th anniversary 
mother of Fair Love school 
mass of thanksgiving

ST MARy’S CATHEDRAL
3RD OCTOBER 1966 - 2016

the provision of a dedicated educational 
service for children with special Needs 
was a project close to the heart of Bishop 
peter Birch when he was appointed 
Bishop of ossory in the early 1960s.  that 
aspiration became a reality when, on 
monday 3rd october 1966, he opened a 
new school in James' street in Kilkenny 

this was made possible through the 
collaboration of the Department of 
education with Bishop peter Birch – the 
patron of the school – and with the 

financial assistance of the newly founded 
ossory Voluntary social services and its 
committed fundraisers and members. 

a special mass of thanksgiving on monday 
3rd october 2016, was concelebrated 
by most rev. seámus Freeman saC, 
Bishop emeritus of ossory, and rt rev. 
mgr Kieron J. Kennedy, Chairperson of 
the Board of management of mother of 
Fair Love school.  During the celebration, 
the first 50 years of mother of Fair Love 
school was remembered by pupils, staff, 
parents, management, past members of 
school staff and past pupils and by the 
school’s many supporters.
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at the end of the 
ceremony, paddy 
mcalinney, who was 
the	first	Principal	of	
mother of Fair Love 
spoke about the early 
days of the school and 
how it had developed 
over the years.

50TH ANNIVERSARy -  MOTHER OF FAIR 
LOVE SCHOOL
 
in the early summer of 1966, just after i 
had been appointed principal, i asked 
Bishop peter Birch what the name of the 
new school would be – he took down an 
old Duoay Bible from a bookshelf and 
read from: Chapter 24, ecclesiasticus, 
verses 24 – 25 “i am the mother of Fair 
Love and of fear and of knowledge and 
of Holy Hope.  in me is all the grace of 
the way and of the truth, in me is all hope 
of life and of virtue”  i have decided, he 
said to call the new school “mother of 
Fair Love school”.  He explained that Fair 
– in this translation meant Beautiful – so 
we could say that the school might have 
been called “mother of Beautiful Love”.

the summer of 1966 was a very busy one 
– two wooden pre-fab buildings were put 
up on the back lawn of st mary’s Cathedral 
– where the CBs secondary school stands 
today – furniture, equipment, books etc. 
were bought or begged and i got to 
meet my three new teacher colleagues, 
mary Loughran, Kathleen Casey (both 
presentation sisters at the time) and mary 
grace – who sadly died a few years ago.  
mother of Fair Love opened at 9.30am 
on monday 3rd october 1966 – exactly 
50 years ago today -  with pupils, parents, 
volunteers and ourselves trying to make 
sense of the new venture.

By the end of the first week we had 
enrolled 40 pupils – 50 were enrolled by 
November and within a year we had 70 
pupils and a fifth teacher – Kay phelan 
– who is here with us today.  By the end 
of our 2nd year we were beginning to 
occupy our new permanent building – 
with the builders working away around 
us!

40 and 50 years ago were exciting times 
in special education in ireland – mother 
of Fair Love school was the first of its type 
of school outside of the big cities – to be 
followed quickly by many others – by 
the end of the '70s there were 31 special 
schools similar to mother of Fair Love in 
operation – an interesting fact is that all 
of those 31 schools are still with us. 

those early years were also very 
challenging – we had few resources – 
little equipment and less cash but we 
had ossory social services with meals 
on Wheels and financial support, social 
work support and above all, access to 
volunteers who took on all sorts of tasks 
on behalf of the school

the Holy Family sisters at seville Lodge 
opened their former novitiate and a 4 
night a week Hostel to cater for a number 
of our pupils who lived too far away to 
travel on a daily basis.  there was no 
state school transport system so volunteer 
drivers all over the county collected and 
delivered pupils from home to school 
or Hostel if their parents didn’t have 
the means. Locations like Windgap, 
skeoughvosteen, Listerlin and Bilboa 
spring to mind!

Women like anna good, pat masterson, 
Frances Knaggs, Leslie mcadoo, margaret 
shanahan and mrs Wilson, volunteered to 
serve the pupils their lunch in the Chapter 
room of st mary’s Cathedral and did 
the wash-up afterwards.  they, and may 
others, ran coffee mornings, cake sales 
and raffles while groups of parents and 
their friends set up fundraising events 
in every small town and village in the 
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county.  organisations such as the Lion’s 
Club, the soroptomists and later on 
rotary, held Fashion shows and Concerts 
in aid of the school and a huge number 
of people young and old, took part in a 
major annual fundraising weekend each 
year which culminated in the ten mile 
sponsored Walk to Bennettsbridge and 
back.

on the education front – innovation 
and experimentation was the name of 
the game – we were so lucky that many 
of our teachers had post-graduate 
qualifications in special education and 
then as time went on we had the benefit 
of social Workers, speech therapists, 
psychologists, Home economics and 
Woodwork teachers, secretarial staff, 
placements officers from the National 
rehabilitation Board, and assistance 
from many other National agencies.  
in collaboration with a Fas social 
employment scheme we developed a 
pre college employment programme 
for Classroom assistants and eventually 
we were able to employ special Needs 
assistants.  By the late 1980s – we had 
moved from a staff of 4 teachers to about 
25 staff members and 130 pupils. 

so where now? the delivery of special 
education provision has gone through 
many changes over the years.  i must 
pay tribute to the excellent efforts made 
in many mainstream schools for pupils 
with special education needs and 
successfully integrating and including 
all pupils according to their abilities.  
However, it must be said that integration 
is not always synonymous with inclusion 
and not all mainstream schools are 
geared to extend the best educational 
and social provision for all children with 
special education needs. 

What i am saying is this: i believe that 
mother of Fair Love school,  st patrick’s 
school, Kells road and the school of 
the Holy spirit – will always have crucial 
roles in this community in providing the 
most appropriate and comprehensive 

setting for certain members of our school 
going children – for at least part of their 
educational careers these schools 
continue to have experience and 
expertise over and above the ordinary – 
which it is difficult to provide elsewhere.  i 
must say how marvellous it is to bump into 
past pupils – some of them now in their 
'50s and even '60s who seem to have 
happy and fulfilled lives and are thankful 
for the opportunity mother of Fair Love 
gave them to better themselves.

Lastly i wish to read this reflection on Life i 
first saw in a youth Hostel in Florence, italy 
in 1962.  it is entitled “to be young” and i 
discovered it again, only a few days ago, 
where i had written it into and old diary.

Youth is not only a period of life
It is also an aspect of our intelligence
A characteristic of our will
A Quality of our imagination
A richness of feelings.

Youth is courage overpowering timidity
Love for adventure overpowering laziness
Nobody becomes old because of years 
passing
But only if one gives up ones ideals

Years draw wrinkles on our faces
But giving up enthusiasm brings wrinkles 
to the soul
We shall be young while we have faith
And old as soon as uncertainty wins us

We shall be young while we have hope
And old as soon as we lose it
As long as our hearts are sensible to 
beauty
To truth and to courage
We shall always be young. 

i wish mother of Fair Love school – its 
pupils, parents, staff, management, 
volunteers and supporters and continued 
belief in the capacity of the school to be 
young at heart – even after 50 years – 
and to continue to provide an excellent 
and a necessary educational service to 
the children of Kilkenny and of ossory. 
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Martin Delaney

rathdowney parish 
Faithfest 2016
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the parish of rathdowney held a 
Celebration of Faith or Faithfest during 
the last two weeks of June and the early 
days of July. this was to prepare for the 
ordination to the priesthood of a young 
local man, eoin Casey, on the 9th July. 
eoin will be one of eight young men 
ordained for the Dominican order this 
year and he will celebrate his First mass 
in rathdowney on sunday 10th July at 12 
noon.

Faithfest was built around the seven 
sacraments. We began with a workshop 
for choirs from around the diocese and 
neighbouring parishes on saturday 18th 
June. Liam Lawton led the workshop 
which was attended by 120 people 
and then this group formed the choir for 
the opening mass of Faithfest later on 
saturday evening. sunday 19th June was 
a celebration for the newest members 
of the community when we welcomed 
back all those who had been Baptised 
and those who received their First 
Communion this year. on Wednesday 
22nd of June sr antoinette Dillworth from 
Waterford led us in a reflective evening 
of prayer and ritual on the theme of 
“making the most of our Baptism and 
Confirmation”. thursday 23rd of June saw 
the parish decamp to the Workhouse 
museum in Donaghmore as we launched 
the book “ambassadors of Hope”. this 
book written by local historian and retired 
gp, Niall o’Doherty, chronicles the lives 
of men and women from rathdowney 
and surrounding areas who became 
priests and religious. the book was 
launched by Charlie Bird whose work has 
brought him into contact with many irish 
missionaries over the years. on sunday, 
26th June, 95 people from the parish 
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went on pilgrimage through the Diocese. 
We began in grogan which has been 
the site of two churches dating back to 
1775. the windows from grogan are now 
in glenmore and the rower churches. 
our pilgrimage took us from grogan to 
aghaboe and then on to the Jubilee 
year Holy Door at st mary’s Cathedral 
in Kilkenny. after lunch at Langtons 
the pilgrims headed to glenmore and 
finished the day in the rower where 
after mass the local community provided 
beautiful refreshments for everyone.

Faithfest continued on tuesday 28th 
of June with a rather unique evening 
of discussion on matters of Faith and 
Church. the evening was chaired by 
mary Kennedy and included on the 
panel were her sister Deirdre who, 
among other things, leads retreats on 
the aran islands. the inspirational young 
woman, Joanne o’riordan brought 
her own unique brand of positive and 
optimistic views to the conversation and 
there were ‘lively’ exchanges with the 
audience! on thursday 30th of June we 
welcomed Bishop Brendan Comiskey 
and eight priests in errill to lead us in a 
very moving celebration of Healing and 
reconciliation. international singing trio, 
“the priests” performed a memorable 
Concert in rathdowney Church on 
Friday 1st July and the sacrament of 
marriage was highlighted on sunday 3rd 
of June. Bishop Willie Walsh was the main 
celebrant at sunday mass as hundreds of 
couples, some who had travelled home 
quite a distance, renewed their marriage 
vows. after the mass on sunday 3rd of 
July we had a wonderful parish picnic 
and Family Fun Day in the grounds of st 
Fergal’s College.

the parish looked forward to eoin’s 
ordination on saturday, 9th of July, and 
his First mass on sunday 10th of July at 12 
noon. in preparation for the ordination 
there were twenty-four hours of prayer 
and adoration in errill Church from after 
9.30 mass on Friday 8th to 9.30am mass 
on saturday 9th. 
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Saint Mary's Cathedral 

St Mary’s Cathedral is the mother 
church of the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Ossory. It is situated on James’s 
Street, Kilkenny. The Cathedral was 
designed by William Deane Butler. 
The foundation stone was laid 18th 
August 1843 and the Cathedral was 
consecrated on the 4th October 1857. 
1857. 

Cathedral Café 
Good coffee-good food
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CROSSWORD

Congrats to the 
winners from the 
Ossory Times Issue 11 
competitions:

Adult Crossword: 
ms Katriona murphy
91 rosewood
Johnswell road,
Kilkenny

Children’s 
Wordsearch, age 8-13: 
Ben Higgins,
Bramblestown
gowran
Co. Kilkenny

Children’s Colouring, 
age 5-8: 
emma moran,
Newpark,
Kilkenny.

Send your entries, with your 
name, address, email and 
mobile number, to: 
“Ossory Times Competition”, 
Ossory Adult Faith 
Development, 
St Kieran’s College, 
College Road, 
Kilkenny, 
by 25th November 2016, first 
correct entry from the hat wins!

Prize for Adult 
Crossword 
Competition

€50 Voucher
for Chapter House 

Bookshop

Prize for age 8-13 
Wordsearch 
Competition

€30 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Prize for age 5-8 
Colouring 
Competition 

€20 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Across
2.  Counts down the days (6,8)
4.  third candle lighted
5.  third candle symbolises
8.   a tree decorated with symbols 

representing the stories of people 
in Jesus' family tree (5,4)

9. the primary sanctuary color of 
advent

10.  Lighted Christmas eve or day

Down
1.  What advent means
2.  symbol of advent (6,6)
3.  First candle symbolises
6.  each candle represents this (3,4)
7.   Number of outer candles on 

advent Wreath
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For ages 5-8 

Colouring
Competition

answers to ossory times issue 11

For ages 8-13

Wordsearch
Competition

aFraiD
apart
Betray
BoDy
CaLLeD
Cities
FatHer
FiNisH
Hairs

HoUse
israeL
peNNy
reBeL
rooFs
saVeD
staNDs
trUtH
WortH

BrotHer
CHiLDreN
DayLigHt
Destroy
DisoWN
groUND
HeaVeN
HiDDeN
master

memBers
NUmBereD
pareNts
proCLaim
ratHer
serVaNt
sparroWs
stUDeNt
teaCHer



A time of stillness and reflection

Parish 
Evenings
in St KiEran’S CollEgE

... a chance for 
members of your 
parish to take time 
to come to pray 
together.

to book your evening please contact 
Ossory Adult Faith Development Office 

056-7753624 or email afd@ossory.ie



tenorS
the three 
A MAGICAL ChrIStMAS ConCert 

WIth

Ireland’s Greatest VoIces

St MArY’S CAtheDrAL KILKennY
SAtUrDAY 10th DeCeMBer

in aid of St Mary’s Cathedral restoration Fund
Doors 7.30pm 

Concert 8.00pm
tickets €25 

For tickets call 056 7721253

Very Special Guests

CBS BOYS CHOIR
KILKENNY


