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and worked with the organising committee to plan and
prepare for the mission. She previously served as secretary
of the Parish Pastoral Council for a period of six years and
continues to play an active part in the life of the parish
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Welcome to the first edition of our new Diocesan
Newsletter. This publication has come about as
a result of an awareness of so many good and
exciting things happening throughout our diocese.
Our faith is finding many expressions in Ossory
and a great number of people are working hard
to support others and journey with them in this
faith. Parishes and groups are tirelessly working to
strengthen, deepen and hand on this faith to the
next generation, It is good that we celebrate this!
It is hoped that a diocesan newsletter, of which
this is a trial issue, will help to share and celebrate
much of what is happening. It will also act as an
opportunity to help us, by learning from others
to deepen our own faith and ultimately our
relationship with God – who calls out to us afresh
each and every day.
I would like to thank all those who made this
publication a reality, the editorial group of Eadaoin
Brennan, Kieran O’Shea and Michael Hogan, the
Faith Development Group, Martina Lawlor and all
those who contributed articles.
We hope you enjoy the first attempt at this
publication.

Comments,

suggestions

and

contributions are most welcome for future editions.
Articles or advertisements for upcoming
events can be sent to:
Ossory Adult Faith Development
St Kieran’s College,
College Road,
Kilkenny.
Tel. 056-7753624
Email: afd@ossory.ie
It is hoped to produce the next issue of this
Newsletter in February. So if you have something
going on in your parish – take note: takes notes and
take pictures! Articles (which may be edited) and
advertisements for upcoming events or celebrations
should submitted before January 31st.
The opinions expressed in the articles are those of
the contributors and not necessarily those of the
Editors or the Diocese of Ossory.
Design: Ossory Adult Faith Development
Cover photo: Nativity scene.
Ossory Adult Faith Development
Tel 056 7753624
Email afd@ossory.ie
Web www.ossory.ie

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
As you are all well aware we are blessed in the Diocese of Ossory with a group of
committed people dedicated to the promotion of faith. They serve under the name
of Ossory Adult Faith Development. By a happy coincidence this year happens to
be a year dedicated to Faith. This “Year of Faith” will run from October 11, 2012, until
November 24, 2013, which is the Solemnity of Christ the King.
With these words His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI, launched this “Year of Faith”.
“It will be a moment of grace and commitment to a more complete conversion to
God, to strengthen our faith in Him and proclaim Him with joy to the people of our
time.”
It is so important to make full use of this opportunity to deepen our faith, to learn more
about it and to reflect on the importance of passing it on to the next generation.
We are especially indebted to all the people who have taken responsibility to be
members of the Adult Faith Development Committee and we look forward to their
initiates during this “Year of Faith” and beyond. We have the joy also to know that
these few words form the preface in the new Ossory Diocesan Newsletter, one of
their important initiatives for this “Year of Faith.”
Sometimes the people of a diocese can be rather distant from one another especially
in the age in which we live, where there is a tremendous emphasis on individualism
that is very often at the expense of community. What better way of promoting
community and communication than to have this very important instrument of
communication at the service of the diocese and available to all parishes and to all
the people of the diocese.
I think it is an initiative of huge potential for the faith, the hope and the charity of
the people of the diocese. Therefore I encourage all families in parishes to avail of
this Newsletter and to take a keen interest in striving for what St Paul called “the
more excellent way”. A way that is rooted in those initial Sacraments of our faith
development - Baptism, Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation. Though we
receive these Sacraments when we are young they are important spiritual guidelines
for us throughout our entire life.
In conclusion, I would like to thank those responsible for this initiative and those
who made it a possibility, Fr Dermot Ryan, Director of Adult Faith Development, his
collaborators and especially Martina Lawlor for the creative work she offered to this
project. I thank all these people very sincerely and pray that God may guide them
with all the blessings that they need going forward and I pray also that all parishes will
do all they can to participate in an initiative that can deepen our unity in our daily
endeavour to be witnesses of a deep faith in Jesus Christ, as the way, the truth and
the life that we are committed to live, to give witness to and to share with others.
As we are on the eve of Christmas, I would like to take the opportunity of thanking
you all for all the good and all the collaboration we were able to celebrate together
during 2012. I wish each and all of you a very Blessed and Joyful Christmas, rich in the
graces and the guidance of the living Lord.
As guidance to you all may I quote St Paul:
“ Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate
of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes
from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which
you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”
And with these graces I wish you a happy and fruitful New Year for 2013.
God bless you all.

_______________________________________
+ Séamus Freeman, SAC.
6th December 2012
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Sarah Gordon

a perfect place to have
a cup of tea and a
chat after Mass

The newly opened
Chapter House Tea Rooms
The newly opened café in the Chapter
House of St Mary’s Cathedral, Kilkenny,
proves that even in times of recession,
new businesses can bloom. Aptly named
The Chapter House Tea Rooms, the café
is located on the bottom floor of the
recently renovated Chapter House, with
access from St Mary’s Cathedral car park
or directly from Blackmill Street. The Tea
Rooms were opened about seven weeks
ago by Katie Gordon, formerly of the
Pennefeather Restaurant.
As you walk in the large wooden door
to the café, off Blackmill Street, you are
immediately hit with a welcome blast
of warm air, which fends off the chills of
Winter. As you enter the dining room, it’s
hard to believe that the café in actually
underground. It’s spacious and well-lit.
The stone walls and arch-shaped doors,
that lead to the patio outside, give the tea
rooms an air of quaint and old-worldliness,
while the white walls and well placed
mirrors help keep the style updated.
With their homely ambiance, the Tea
Rooms are a perfect place to have a cup
of tea and a chat after Mass, or to warm
yourself with a hot lunch, on a cold winter’s
day. The Chapter House Tea Rooms offers
its customers the renowned Illy coffee.

The Tea Rooms are very reasonably
priced, with a variety of foods on the
menu, from delicious homemade soups
and brown bread, or hearty lunches
of beef bourguignon or lasagne, to
tantalising scones, cookies and muffins, to
name but a few. The staff are warm and
friendly. In terms of employment, the Tea
Rooms are already greatly benefitting the
community, employing 10 local staff.
All food is sourced locally where possible
from the friendly butcher Mullins of
Friary Street, to Toss Farrell and his team
for vegetables and of course Michael
Kealy the local milk distributor. The Café
also caters for gluten free diets, with
open toasty Mediterranean vegetable
sandwiches, gluten free soups and a must
be tried lemon drizzle cake or chocolate
& almond fudge cake.
A take-away menu is available for those
in a hurry. The café also provide a special
occasion menu, if you are interested
please talk to Katie. They can cater for up
to 40 here at the Tea Rooms in the evening
time, up until 10pm with prior booking.
Opening hours are Monday to Saturday,
9am to 5pm. Phone No. (056) 7703885
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Fr Willie Purcell

often when we are making
decisions we want to know
what God wants us to do
The Ossory vocations office and the
national office for vocations is now
located in St Kieran’s College Kilkenny.
While the Ossory office offers school and
parish programmes for the promotion of
vocations here in the Diocese, the national
office is part of the National vocations
team ministry to assist vocations directors
throughout the country. Fr Willie Purcell
serves as the Ossory vocations director
and also as coordinator for Diocesan
Vocations for the Irish Church.
Here in Ossory the vocations team works
to create an environment in order to
promote, identify, and assist individuals in
discerning their baptismal call to holiness,
as is lived out, through the vocation of
the priesthood, deaconate, religious
(brothers and sisters), married and single
life. The team also hopes to support the
clergy and religious here in the diocese
through prayer, while at the same time
trying to inspire the diocesan community
to fulfill its mission to foster vocations to
the priesthood in the Diocese of Ossory.
The vocations team does this through:
Primary
and
Secondary
School

Ossory
Vocations
Programmes;
Discernment
group
meetings (The Discernment group
meets on the first Saturday of each
month. Further details from Fr. Willie
Purcell 0876286858); Accompaniment
and formation programmes; Parish
programmes and workshops; Spiritual
formation and direction; Special liturgical
celebrations and Music and drama
workshops for schools and youth groups.
Speaking of the decision to enter
priesthood or religious life Fr Willie said
“we know how difficult this proclamation
is nowadays and how easy is the
temptation to discouragement when
the effort seems useless” however he
was at pains to emphasise that support
and encouragement is there. If you are
interested in finding out more why not
contact the vocations team.
Ossory Vocations Director: Rev. William
Purcell, St. Kieran’s College, Kilkenny. Tel.
056-7770261 Mobile: 087-6286858 E-mail:
ossoryvocdir@gmail.com
or
Bishop
Seamus Freeman Vocations Office
James’ Street Kilkenny. Tel: 056 7762448

THE IGNATIAN FIVE ATTITUDES TO WORKING IT OUT
• Trust God is at work in your hopes and desires. Be clear about
what you are deciding about.
•

Believe God works through your daily events and people.
Seek advice and information

•

Try to be free and not lean toward a particular choice. List
and weigh the advantages and disadvantages of each
option.

•

Give time and energy to “working it out”. Try to notice which
option seems to bring either peacefulness or uneasiness.

•

Have a basic commitment to follow God’s will as it becomes
clear. Make a decision and have God confirm it in prayer.
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Fr Oliver Maher

The
Gathering
Urlingford
Recently a group of interested people
got together to discuss some possibilities
regarding the much advertised ‘gathering
2013.’ Great discussion took place not
just around what we as a community
might do but also how we might make
contact with those who are now living
abroad. We intend in the next few weeks
to make contact with every home in the
community seeking contact details for
those who have emigrated so we can
make contact with them directly and
let them know what we have planned
for 2013. It is hoped that we will launch
our ‘gathering’ initiative on New Year’s
Eve this year with a celebration of music,
seeing out the old year and ringing in the
new. This will take place on Main St.
Our first event will be a St Patrick’s Day
festival, the centre piece of which will be
a revamped St Patrick’s Day parade. We
are currently working on this in conjuction
with the Parade committee and the
Family Resource Centre. We hope to
attract more participants by focussing on
the theme of gathering/home-coming.
We will also be inviting other ethnic groups
who live in the area to take part. The night
before the Parade we will be inviting
everyone to an evenings entertainment
in the parochial Hall, with music, food
and dancing.
We are also preparing for a ‘Heritage
week’, which we hope will take place
during the summer (dates to be
announced). This will be an opportunity
to explore the diverse history and heritage
of our community. During this week we
also hope to celebrate our Graveyard

we look forward to
welcoming immigrants
and visitors alike

Masses, of which there are five, and
are important occasions for gathering,
celebrating, remembering and praying
as a community. We are gathering ‘Old’
photo’s from many of our people which
we hope to use as a pictorial history of our
area. So, if anyone has any, you might let
a member of the committee know and
we can arrange to have them copied.
We also hope to highlight the important
contributions that Hurling, Coursing,
Handball, Squash, Boxing and many
other sporting and social activities have
made to the lives of the local people.
One very important aspect of all this will
be the involvement of the local Tidy Towns
Committee in preparing our town to look
its best as we look forward to welcoming
immigrants and visitors alike!!
Our planning is very much a work in
progress but we do hope to be able to
publish definite dates soon of the various
events happening for 2013. If anyone else
has any ideas, or is interested in joining
us as we prepare you would be most
welcome! Keep an eye on this newsletter
as well as the Diocesan Website for further
information or news on this great event.
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Fr Thomas O’Toole

the Mass is a special prayer
– different from and greater
than all others – it is said in a
special language, Latin

The traditional
Latin Mass
The traditional Latin Mass is celebrated
in St Patrick’s Church in Kilkenny at
5pm every Sunday. It is also celebrated
at various times on holy days and at
Christmas and Easter. Now that this Mass is
being celebrated here in Kilkenny it is only
right that we ask why, in 2007, did Pope
Benedict make provision for this form of
the Mass to be said more widely?
In 1970 a New Rite of Mass was published.
It was to be a response to the decisions
made by a meeting of all the bishops of
the Catholic Church held from 1962-1965
called the Second Vatican Council. The
New Mass was composed by a committee
set up after this council ended, and this
‘New Mass’ is the ordinary Mass said in
our parishes today.
The traditional Mass is very different in
many ways from this Mass. When Mass
is celebrated it is regarded as heaven
opening and coming down to earth. It is
understood to be a conversation taking
place between Jesus and God the
Father. The priest and the people enter
into this conversation. During it Jesus
offers Himself to God the Father exactly
as he did on the cross. In the traditional
Mass the priest and the people face

the same way towards the East, that
is towards Jerusalem, where Jesus was
crucified. Because the Mass is a special
prayer – different from and greater to all
others – the tradition Mass uses a special
language, Latin.
In this form of the Mass everything the
priest says and every move he makes is
laid out for him and neither he nor the
people can impose their own whims on
the celebration. The clothes he wears,
called vestments, are as if he is dressed
from Heaven. Sometimes they are heavy
and inconvenient – but that does not
matter. It is believed that he is dressed
from Heaven to lead the people into this
great conversation between Jesus and
God the Father. The most solemn parts of
the Mass are said by the priest in a low
voice, a sort of sacred whisper.
The traditional Mass really comes into its
own when it is sung, and is very beautiful.
There is a sung Mass about once a month
in St Patrick’s.
You are most welcome to come along to
join us in celebrating this traditional Mass.
It is often advertised in parish newsletters.
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Liam Dalton

Bishop Freeman commended
the Sisters for their
wonderful devotion

The MMMs say farewell...
The Sisters of the Medical Missionaries
of Mary (MMMs), who were responsible
for the day to day management of
Rosedale Residential Home at Kilmacow,
have withdrawn from the Community
after twenty five years of valued service.
Rosedale is a Parish facility, overseen
by a voluntary committee that has
provided care for low dependency
elderly residents, in addition to sheltered
housing, also for the elderly. It is a “Home
from Home” for the residents, but it has
also been a transition home for the MMM
Sisters as they returned to Ireland after a
lifetime of missionary service abroad.
As missionaries, the Sisters served in the
most deprived parts of the world including
Rwanda, Nigeria, Angola, Malawi and
Kenya, before returning to their stepdown mission at Rosedale. In fact, the
MMMs are currently about to open a new
health care service in Africa`s newest
country, South Sudan.
The Order was founded by Mother Mary
Martin seventy five years ago, but the
younger members today are not of
Irish origin and are fully engaged in the
poorer countries of the World. The age
profile of the Irish Sisters is such that they
are no longer able to offer their services
at Rosedale, hence the decision to return
to their Mother House in Drogheda.
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A total of thirty Sisters, from various
locations in Ireland, have served at
different times in Rosedale, fourteen of
whom returned to Kilmacow on the 21st
October to celebrate their time there. A
specialMass was concelebrated in the
Parish Church by Canon Brian Flynn, Fr
Tom O`Toole and Fr Peter Muldowney.
The congregation were addressed by
Liam Dalton, Chairman of Rosedale, Sr
Dervilla O`Donnell, Area Leader of the
MMMs and Sr Joanne Bierl representing
the MMM Central Leadership Team.
TheMass was followed by refreshments
in the Community Hall which was
attended by approximately two hundred
parishioners. A presentation was made
by Chairman Liam Dalton to Sr Dervilla
O`Donnell in recognition of their wonderful
contribution not just to Rosedale, but to
the entire Community of Kilmacow.
A separateMass was celebrated at
Rosedale by Bishop Seamus Freeman for
the Sisters, Residents and Management
on the 14th October at which he
commended the Sisters for their wonderful
devotion and their philosophy of caring
and sharing.
While the dedication and commitment
of the Sisters will be difficult to replicate,
Rosedale will of course continue its service
as a Residential Home. A restructured
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Photograph taken as the Medical Missionaries of Mary prepare to leave their residence at The Mews, Rosedale, Kilmacow. L-r:
Sr Sheila Devane, Rosedale and Respond; Sr Edel Tanner, Rosedale; Sr Lucia Lynch, Rosedale; Liam Tobin, Rosedale Board of
Management, Sr Elizabeth Dooley, Rosedale; Sr Joanne Bierl, MMM Central Leadership Team International; Sr Dervilla O`Donnell,
Area Leader MMM Ireland; Sr Marcellina McCarthy, Rosedale; Sr Doreen McEvoy, Droheda and Liam Dalton, Chairman Rosedale
Board of Management.

and experienced management team
has already been appointed, and they
will now lead Rosedale forward under the
Regulation of the Health Information and
Quality Authority (HIQA) and with the
support of the HSE.
Kilmacow were very fortunate to have
benefitted from the availability of the
MMMs through the years, especially with
their experience and total commitment
to caring and sharing. They forged many
friendships in the Parish over the years and
there will always be a welcome for them
in Kilmacow, and especially at Rosedale.

Their departure brought to mind many
others who helped to shape Rosedale
into what it is today, not least the existing
Board of Management, but also past
Board members, some of whom are now
deceased, such as Francie Walsh, Mai
O`Dwyer and Sr Marguerite Killion, who
gave 18 years of her missionary life caring
for the elderly in Kilmacow.
When the history books for Kilmacow
Parish are rewritten, the 21st October
2012 will be recorded as an historic and
sad day…

Sisters of the Medical Missionaries of Mary who served at Rosedale Residential Home, Kilmacow,
at various times over the past 25 years. L-r: St Edel Tanner, Sr Agnes Manifold, Sr Noreen Smyth, Sr
Patricia O`Kane and Sr Lucia Lynch.
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Brian Griffin, from Slieverue
is a seminarian for the
Diocese of Ossory

Studying to be a priest
I am currently studying to be a priest.
A lot of people ask me why? Really, I
think, there were many different things
that brought me to where I am right
now. Firstly, I was born and raised in a
Catholic family where prayer and Massgoing was the norm. Secondly, I grew up
in the countryside with an appreciation
of nature; the world that we live in never
ceases to amaze me. Thirdly, I went to
great schools in Slieverue where each
and every student was valued and where
we learned the importance of respecting
all God’s creation. Finally, many of the
priests that I got to know over the years
encouraged me to ask questions and to
gain a better understanding of my faith.
What is this big mysterious universe that
we are all involved in? Who is Jesus?

Over the past forty years I have had
the opportunity to have some great
life experiences. I have a large circle of
friends to share day-to-day events with. I
have had a career that was challenging
which I thoroughly enjoyed. Through it
all, I have had support from my family
& friends. I constantly thank God for all
that he has given me. However, all along
there has been this ‘feeling’ that I should
be doing something more substantial
with my life. There was a tug at my heart
that perhaps God was calling me to be
a priest.
Therefore, for many years, even through
the pressures of work and many time
constraints, I tried to nurture this feeling. I
spent as much time as possible in prayer,

L-r: Aaron Slattery (Diocese of Meath) and Brian Griffin (Diocese of Ossory)
pictured in Maynooth
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going to daily Mass, listening, helping
people, and trying to discern God’s call.
Part of me hoped that the tug would go
away but instead it only got stronger.
In 2009 I decided to ‘trust in God’ and
follow, what I hope is the ‘right path for
me’ to ordained ministry. For me, the
Catholic Church offered the only genuine
explanation for the mysteries of life. It is
a journey of the heart and soul to what
fulfils us.
I entered the seminary at St Patrick’s
College, Maynooth in August 2009 with
thirty-one others. There was a lot of
adjustment at first but making new friends
helped the transition. There are currently
sixty-four men studying for priesthood
in Maynooth and another twelve in the
Irish College in Rome. We seminarians
come in all shapes and sizes, ranging in
ages from twenty-one to sixty three. We
all come from different backgrounds. I
am a production engineer by trade. We
have a green keeper, car mechanics,
barmen, doctors, and psychologists. We
even have a professional football player
who was a midfielder for Man United in
the ‘90s. We also have a student who was
an extra in Hollywood having appeared
in the television series, The West Wing,
House and Desperate Housewives.
Even though we come from a wide
variety of backgrounds we all share one
thing in common, a love of God and a
belief in the importance of community, of
faith, hope and love. That quite simply is
why we are studying to be priests.
It takes a minimum of six years study to
become a priest. When I first went to
Maynooth I thought that I was going to
be a square peg forced into a round
hole. It was refreshing to find out that
in Maynooth you are encouraged to
discover your own answers to all those
big questions in life.
God has blessed me with a strong network
of support from fellow seminarians, the
seminary formation staff, and the many
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lay people and priests in Ireland who
continue to encourage me. I pay tribute
to the staff and students of St Patrick’s
College whose professionalism and
energy never ceases to amaze me.
A part of our studies this year is to be
appointed to a parish to experience life
at ground level. I have been fortunate
to be appointed to St John ‘s parish
in Kilkenny City until Easter 2013. I am
delighted to be here and I am grateful
to Fr Frank Purcell and Fr Séan O’Connor
and the parishioners of St John’s for their
welcome, their encouragement and their
guidance.
My day-to-day duties in St John’s include
sacramental preparation, Eucharistic
ministry, liturgy preparation, hospital
and house visitation and parish pastoral
development. In a practical way, the
parishioners of St John’s are going to
be my teachers this year and for me
that is an honour and a privilege. I know
that I am definitely going to learn a lot.
The learning, growth and relationships I
experience this year will shape the priest
I am to become. In fact, a special thanks
to the students and staff of Johnswell,
The Lake and Model Primary Schools who
have allowed me to journey with them
this year on their First Holy Communion
and Confirmation programmes.
I would strongly encourage anyone
considering a vocation to priesthood, not
to be afraid to explore the possibilities it
holds for them, to be open to whatever
God asks of them… He gives a thousand
fold more in return.
Finally, I would ask you to keep all
seminarians in your prayers. It really makes
a big difference to know that there are
people out there praying for us. My hope
is that I continue to follow Jesus wherever
He leads me.
Buoichas le Dia agus libh go léir.
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L-r: Joe Bolger, Maura Donnelly and
Patrick Bacon, who graduated at the
recent Theology Conferral in
St Patrick’s College Maynooth.

Graduation ceremony in St Patrick’s
College Maynooth Chapel.
page 12

Kay Downey receiving her
certificate at the Theology Conferral
in St Patrick’s College Maynooth.
Photos: Ebony & Pearl Photography, Dublin
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Declan Murphy

Those on the programme
have had the opportunity to
deepen their faith and their
understanding of their faith

Certificate in
Theological Studies
September has seen a new intake of
students to the Certificate in Theological
Studies in St Kieran’s College, Kilkenny.
This year 22 students have undertaken
the programme. The programme runs for
24 weeks on two evenings each week.

a special word for the theology students
from Kilkenny and welcomed in particular
the re-emergence of theological studies
in St Kieran’s College Kilkenny, which he
noted has had such a long tradition of
theological formation across the years.

The rationale for the programme is to
provide for the education and faith
formation of those who are actively
engaged within their parishes. It is also
for those who, when provided with the
opportunity to deepen their faith, would
like to become involved in parish life.
Those on the programme have had the
opportunity to deepen their faith and
their understanding of their faith through
participating in modules in Old and New
Testament Scripture, Ecclesiastical History,
Ecclesiology, Liturgy and Sacramental
Theology and Moral Theology.

The graduating students have found that
the theological and scriptural formation
and education which they engaged in
throughout the programme has been of
‘immense value and benefit to them’. In
their feedback on their experience of the
programme, they said that they found
the modules to have been ‘thoroughly
stimulating and enjoyable’. They really
enjoyed the many opportunities they
received to reflect on and engage in
discussion on what they had learned. One
student noted that ‘the individual modules
all connected and fed into each other to
give a clearer and deeper understanding
of faith’. Many commented on how
the formative nature of the course has
helped them in their own lives as they live
out their faith in their own families and
communities.

This year has also been marked by the
graduation of the first group of students
to undertake the programme. The
graduation took place on Saturday 10th
of November in the College Chapel at St
Patrick’s College, Maynooth.
Seventeen of the 22 students were present
for the graduation and they received
their parchments from Cardinal Sean
Brady, the chancellor of the Pontifical
University. The Cardinal in his speech had

If you are interested in finding out more or
to enquire about a place for the course
for next year please contact the Course
Director, Declan Murphy and enquiries in
relation to the programme are welcome
on 087 9081470 or theology@ossory.ie.
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John Murphy

St Patrick’s
Centre...
a mission in Human Dignity

human dignity, reaching out
to others is a core part of
any Christian society

Some of the great management team in St Patrick’s, l-r: Marie Fennelly,
Geraldine Russeman, Siobhan McCarthy, Angie Pierce and Claire Breslan

To have done the best one can, to have
loved at cost, to have put other people
first are all key hall marks of Christian
values. These values are central to any
good family, neighbourhood or parish.
It is clear in every parish and community
a small number of dedicated ordinary
people can make enormous and
extraordinary differences. Differences
that builds hope and trust which is central
to people having “a good life”.
In St Patrick’s Centre, Kells Road you
will find a community of people with
intellectual disabilities and people who
work with them. The people of St Patrick’s
are inspired not only to live the Christian
value of Human Dignity but to aspire to
excel in this core value in all the ‘homes’
that make up our service.
Home is where people feel safe, are
supported and encouraged. At home
people look for the best in each other.
Since coming to work in St Patrick’s I can
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clearly see the extraordinary talents of
residents and staff in all our ‘homes’ as
we work together. In August this year we
celebrated a wonderful achievement
of each ‘home’ purchasing their own
bus. Our aim was to improve the quality
of life of the poeple in St Patrick’s. The
dedication of all who live and work in
St Patrick’s, all our family linkages and
friendships made this possible. We were
successful because hope, human dignity
and reaching out to others is a core
part of any Christian society. In these
challenging times it is clear that the work
and witness of St Patrick’s Centre is a very
important statement of what is important
in our society. On a daily basis I am inspired
by the infectious hope and positivity that
permeates the culture of our service.
This in turn inspires us to do even more.
Aiming to excel in human dignity will
not leave us complacent as our Centre
motto declares – Caritas Christi Urget Nos
– Christ’s love urges us on.
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Alice Dowling

our Parish Priest was and
is a central figure in our
community

Remembering Church
The Parish of Camross can best be
described, geographically, as a very
scenic mountainous area taking in a
staggered area across the foothills of the
Slieve Bloom Mountains. At present we are
undertaking a course on ‘Remembering
our Faith’, and I would like to share with
readers a brief synopsis of rural life in our
Parish to give a brief understanding of
where we were as a ‘community’ in the
material sense and why we now have
decided to do this course to help explore
our spirituality and our relationship with
God.
Over the years as a Community we
appeared to just be satisfied with the
‘status quo’ and with mostly a farming
and forestry background, people were
always extremely busy, and most of
their recreational activities were centred
around a thriving G.A.A. Club but we
generally looked to outside the area for

Section of the crowd at one of the
meetings in Camross.

entertainment etc. As time progressed
and advancements in the technical
field emerged, people demanded more
facilities that would enhance the needs
of our growing population.
Being the month of November and also
‘Year of Faith’ it seemed logical to stop
and ask where we are in the spiritual
sense and our Parish Priest wanted to
explore this area while the community
were still energised and before apathy
set in. We are fortunate to have so
many laity involved in the Church. We
know the faith is very deep rooted in our
Parish and we know it is a strong faith but
sometimes it can be overtaken with all
the pressure and demands on people
particularly in the current climate where
so many challenges and obstacles are
placed before us. We all need a sense
of belonging and we all need to believe
and pray to a ‘higher being’.

Sadie Delaney and Joan Grady
attended the meetings in
Camross recently.
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With this is mind contact was made
with Ossory Adult Faith Development to
see if they could offer something to our
parish to help us explore this. In the first
of the series they offered ‘Remembering
Church’. Fr Dermot Ryan spoke about
‘New Beginnings’ and the ‘Seeds of a
New Community’ and how in reality
the Church we experience is ‘local’. He
explored how it was, and is, that leaders
emerge in the church community as in all
others. Clearly that was easily identifiable
to us since our Parish Priest was and is a
central figure in our community and he
became for us that leader with a vision
and an ability to delegate and in doing
so empowered the people to explore
their needs, whilst also working a team.
This didn’t happen overnight. Massive
fundraising was undertaken over the
years and a number of projects were
completed and now we have practical,
functional facilities in our Parish to cater
for every age-group in the material
sense.

These talks’ are very informative and like
all good novels, tell a story in a real and
satisfying manner and allow the mind to
relax and meditate and briefly step from
the outside world. Like our body, our mind
needs quality time also. In all we have a
series of 8 lectures and each lecture is
followed by a discussion afterwards, in a
friendly and informal setting. There were
four talks in November and four more
promised in January. We anticipate that
it might be slow burning but like sowing
the seed in the metaphorical sense, it is a
start and so far, judging on the numbers
in attendance and their reaction, a very
productive start and we can look forward
to continued growth and awareness of
our own spirituality. Building on this we
have already decided, in the near future,
to try to facilitate parents who wish to
have their children baptised by organising
some discussion evening on the meaning
of the Sacrament of Baptism and other
such ventures.

Advent
DIOCESE OF OSSORY

SCRIPTURE BOOKLET AND CD
Advent Scripture Booklets €3 each
*****************
Advent CD €5 each

For further information contact:
Ossory Adult Faith Development
Tel 056 7753624 Email: afd@ossory.ie
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Jay Shanahan

a place for anyone who
wishes to take time
and recall a little life

Development of the
“Little Angel Space”
On Thursday 8th November we
celebrated a very special occasion in
Kilmacow. The occasion was to bless the
newly constructed “Little Angel Space”.
Many people carry within their hearts
the scars of loss caused by the loss of
a little one. Whatever the timing and
circumstances of that loss, the pain
of never being able to ritualise that
little life in a physical way has caused
considerable heartache – and for many
the memory can take them back years –
even decades. In an attempt to heal that
hurt the “Little Angel Space” was created
by the C.E participants (formerly known
as the FAS team) in conjunction with the
Parkside Community from Belmount in
Ferrybank.
A beautiful piece of bog-oak possibly as
much as 2000 years old was acquired
in Co Kildare and was stripped down,
cleaned and treated. A low stone wall
was constructed with a paved sandstone
path and a commemorative stone was
installed which simply read “Briefly in
our Lives, Forever in our Hearts”. Beech
hedging and shrubs were also planted
to create a haven for those who feel the
need for such a little space in their lives.

The “Mass of the Angels” was celebrated
with the combined choirs from the three
primary schools in the locality of Kilmacow
and anyone present was invited to place
a commemorative pebble provided to
serve as a reminder of a little life briefly
lived but always remembered. Sincere
thanks are due to Fr Brian Flynn for both his
generosity in supporting this initiative and
for the great gentleness and empathy
he showed in making this occasion so
special. We are also indebted to the
teachers of the schools for their help and
to all those who contributed to such a
beautiful liturgy.
Whatever the nature of loss, whether
through miscarriage, abortion, adoption,
neo-natal or post-natal death or loss
through emigration, the “Little Angel
Space” is a place for anyone who wishes
to take time and recall a little life. Whether
the loss is yours personally – or that of
someone you love, you are welcome to
visit Kilmacow and place a pebble on
the “Angel Space” and make this special
place your own.
For further details and enquiries phone
087–2864982, Jay Shanahan, Kilmacow
Community Centre, Co Kilkenny.
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Liam Smith

We have endeavoured
to combine the religious
knowledge of the exam with a
faith development aspect

Teaching
Religion today
My name is Liam and I teach in St Kieran’s
College, Kilkenny. I have been teaching
Religion for over sixteen years. Teaching
this subject has allowed me to travel and
teach in many different countries. My
experiences abroad have given me an
understanding of different approaches to
Religious Education. However, one thing
that I’ve discovered over the years is
that, despite the country of origin, young
people ask the most interesting questions
about Religion in order to develop their
own faith.
As a teacher, young people continually
remind me why religion is a fascinating
subject to teach and why it must remain
something we study. Religion became an
optional exam subject twelve years ago
for the Junior and Leaving Certificates in
Ireland. St Kieran’s College embraced
the exam and over the intervening years
it has, gone from strength to strength. I
believe that one reason for its strength
and popularity is that it provides answers
to questions that other subjects simply do
not attempt to answer. Young people are
constantly searching for answers to life’s
great questions of meaning. Religious
Education can offer them opportunities
to explore such questions while also
providing the faith nourishment that they
desire.
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In the past, Religion class often involved
the rote learning of” the catechisms”.
Students were often instructed to accept
literal interpretations of the bible in order
to provide the answers to life’s great
questions. Today, students can combine
biblical analysis with modern day
discussion and interpretation in order to
satisfy their need for answers. At this time
of year, it is always interesting to study
the Christmas Story from both a biblical
and from a modern day perspective. This
approach to Religious Education today
allows students to develop a more mature
faith which I personally is a healthy place
to be for the future of our church.
The structure of the Junior Certificate
syllabus allows students to investigate how
religion affects our daily lives. The students
learn how a community, any community,
but obviously also a faith community,
can grow stronger and likewise what it
is that makes a community break down.
In structuring the course in this way, the
students experience a working example.
Our students look forward to class masses,
meditation and retreats. They enter into
each activity with great enthusiasm. Our
school chaplain makes the mass more
meaningful to the boys which allow
the boys to appreciate what the mass
means to their everyday lives. As such,
mass becomes a meaningful communal
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celebration that is relevant to
the boy’s lives. In school retreats,
teachers act in a supervisory role
only so it is the boys own interest that
makes them explore their faith in
this way. Retreat leaders continually
comment to me how enthusiastic
the boys are to the retreat process
and how their appetite for spirituality
gives them confidence for the future.
Our boys bring these experiences
into their own local communities
and parish team.
In both the junior and leaving cert,
the topic of morality is covered from
third year onwards highlighting the
need for a more mature individual
who can weigh up the rights and
wrongs of varying situations and
the consequences of making
decisions. The Ten Commandments
may have been written in Old
Testament times; however the boys
are amazed at their relevance to
today’s dilemmas. They understand
the necessity to utilise the Ten
Commandments when making
decisions about life and death.
Although young people do require
more factual and consequential
information, they are still fully aware
of what constitutes right and wrong.
An informed conscience develops
among the students throughout
their time in school. Information
enables the students to use the
commandments, combine Jesus’
message of love and respect within
a context of any given situation to
make the correct decision.
As a subject, Religion has gone
through vast changes in recent
times. Never does a day go past
when both student and teacher
faith isn’t questioned. This shows
that religion is living and engaging
with people in a new age and a
new time which it has done for
thousands of years. Religion is alive
and well and the future is secure.
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Owena Kinsella

young people in the Diocese
of Ossory will be enabled to
take a more active part in
the life of their Church

Pope John Paul II Awards
His Excellency Archbishop Charles Brown,
Papal Nuncio to Ireland was the Guest of
Honour of Bishop Seamus Freeman at a
very special Mass in St Mary’s Cathedral
Kilkenny on Thursday 8th November.
The occasion was the presentation of
John Paul II Awards to more than 87
students, from Ossory secondary schools,
in recognition of their having completed
many hours of service to their Church
and community during the past twelve
months. The John Paul II Award was
originally devised in the Diocese of Derry,
and has spread throughout the country
in recent years, with Ossory becoming
the thirteenth diocese to take part. The
Order of the Knights of St Columbanus
has generously funded the establishment

of the award to each diocese that has
joined the original project. The aim of
the award is to recognise the wonderful
contribution of these young people aged
between 16 and 18 years to the activities
of the Church in parish and schools, as
well as to their community.
After completion of the recommended
number of hours the participants were
presented with gold, silver and bronze
medals, which depicts the image of
Blessed John Paul II, and which is inscribed
with the following inspirational words from
him:
Trust Christ; listen attentively to his
teachings, fix your eyes on his face,
persevere in listening to his word. Allow

Loreto Secondary School recipients of the Pope John Paul II Award: Sinead Doran, Fiona Brennan, Louise
McKenna, Aoife Morrissey, Mary Pat O’Sullivan, Avril Ryan, Aine Buggy, Claire Healy, Sarah Lennon, Sharon
Morrissey, Katherine Bergin, Danielle Kealy, Laura Murphy, Fiona Whitely, Deirdre Gannon, Anna Sheehan,
Margaret Byrne, Jessie Cantwell, Shauna Breen, Annie Condren, Caroline Roche. Recipients missing from photo:
Anna Buggy and Aoife Coady.
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Students at the John Paul II
Awards ceremony
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him to focus your search and your
aspirations, all your ideas, and the desires
of your heart.

by taking part in activities through Parish
Involvement and Social Awareness, and
preparation of a presentation.

A certificate of completion was
also presented to each participant.
Participants who have achieved a gold
award may now choose to continue
their service into a second year with a
view to achieving a Papal Cross Award.
Bishop Freeman believes that the John
Paul II Award is an excellent way for the
Church and community to recognise
and encourage the participation of our
wonderful young people: “ I do believe
that the introduction of the John Paul
Awards to the Diocese of Ossory by the
Knights of St Columbanus will help to regenerate the sense of the Christian need
to reach out to the many needs of our
neighbours”.

Examples of activities that some of the
students undertook this year to receive
their award are: Reading at Mass; Altar
Server; Eucharistic Minister; Member
of choir/folk group ; Leadership in First
Communion or Confirmation Preparation
Programmes; Children’s Liturgy of the
Word; Church Decoration; Collector;
Composing Prayers of the Faithful;
Preparing articles for the parish bulletin
and many other activites – thankfully too
numerous to mention here.

The Award was created to commemorate
the late Pope John Paul II who was so
committed to young people and who
had such belief and confidence in them.
Through the Pope John Paul II Award,
young people in the Diocese of Ossory
were enabled to take an active part
in the life of their Church, in the life of
their community and society, and also
become more aware of the teaching and
role of the Catholic Church in the world.
This enabled young people to engage
at a deep level with Christ, whose body
the Church is. There are four Awards in
total: The Papal Cross, Gold, Silver and
Bronze awards. Students earn their Award

In Loreto Secondary School we had 34
students sign up for the Awards at the
start of the year. The year was an amazing
success, and thanks to the dedication of
so many of our students in volunteering in
their parishes and communities, 22 went
forward to receive awards at the end of
the year.
In fact the awards were a great success
throughout the diocese this year and it is
hoped now, that more students will have
the opportunity next year in the schools,
communities and parishes to once again
try for these papal awards.
Pope John Paul II Award Offices
Diocese of Ossory: The Pope John Paul II
Award Office , St Kieran’s College, Kilkenny.
Tel: 056 777 0261 Email: ossoryjpii@gmail.com
www.ossory.ie
Michael Scully, parish of
Borris-in-Ossory talking to the
Papal Nuncio Archbishop
Charles Browne.
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Ossory Diocesan
Pilgrimage to Lourdes
2013
22nd-27th May
Pilgrimage Director: Very Rev. Michael Anthony O’Connor
For bookings please contact:
Ms Eleanor O’Connor,
Glenmore Parish Office
Tel. 056-880414
Email: glenmore@ossory.ie
Opening hours: 10.30am-2.30pm Monday, Thursday, Friday
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Cormac Connelly

Catholic
Schools’ Week

Quote
text
maybe
here.
we, who
are
learning
about
Quote
text
here.
our faith
here
in school, could
Text
thenhere
pass it onto others

Cormac Connelly
in St John of God School.

Each year a week is set aside to
acknowledge Catholic Schools’ Week. As
St Kieran’s College is the oldest Catholic
Secondary school in Ireland we decided
to take an active part in the week.
Fr Ryan and Mr Maher approached a
number of Fifth Year students with the
idea that we could prepare and teach a
religion class in some of the local primary
schools, either the St John of God or St
Patrick’s de la Salle National. The idea
is that we, who are learning about our
faith here in school could then pass it
onto others. As I was asked to do this the
previous year I agreed as I had enjoyed
it a lot. We were assigned into groups of
two to teach the class. I was asked to
teach fifth class in St Patrick’s.
As St Blaise’s day was celebrated during
that particular week we decided it
would be a topical subject to deal with.
We prepared a lesson for the class and
researched information to present to
them. We also supplied the class with

worksheets and colouring sheets to add
a bit of fun and make his story easier to
learn. We felt it went really well. I was
then asked to go and teach third class in
St John of God. In that class we decided
to teach them about the Last Supper.
We read the students a story on the
events of the Last Supper and assembled
worksheets and activities for the class to
reinforce the main points of the lesson. It
was a very enjoyable experience.
Preparations are already underway this
year for Catholic Schools’ Week which
is taking place from January 27th to
February 2nd. My role this year will not
be in teaching the primary school pupils
as I am in Sixth Year, but rather to help
the present Fifth Years in preparing their
classes. I found Catholic Schools’ Week a
great way of engaging with stories from
the bible, I learnt a lot while preparing
the classes to teach and I hope that the
pupils who attended our classes also
found it to be a worthwhile and enjoyable
experience.

page 23

ossory times

December 2012

Aisling and Sr Lil in the Chapter House Bookshop.
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Sr Lil Meagher

encourage a younger
generation to be aware of a
God who cares about them

Chapter House Bookshop
at St Mary’s Cathedral
Parents have a great desire to see that
their children get the best from life. St
Monica constantly prayed for her son
Augustine that he would turn to God and
experience true freedom and peace.
God listened to her prayers and won the
heart of a restless son. In fact he was later
to say, “our hearts are restless, oh God,
unless they rest in you”.
But it was one day while sitting in a garden
in a restless moment that he heard a child
repeat a song over and over; “take and
read, take and read”. He opened the
Bible at the page where it was written;
“Let us conduct ourselves properly as
people who live in the light of day”.
(Rom. 13:13). That was the turning point
in his life.
Here in the Diocese of Ossory, Bishop
Freeman, conscious of the need to feed
and deepen our faith, decided that
one of the ways to do this, was to do
as St Augustine did, encourage people
to,“Take and read”. So, on September
21st, at the Chapter House of St Mary’s
cathedral, a new religious bookshop was
opened.
In this year of faith, it is encouraging to
see the response to this venture. Many

people say how the bookshop is meeting
a great need in today’s society.
Comments like,
‘It is an oasis of peace;
It brings us to a place of stillness;
I’ll be returning here again:
makes it all worthwhile for the voluntary
staff who work here. It is wonderful to
witness the desire of people to connect
with that deeper yearning that is in all
our hearts, to know and be known by
God. And like St Monica, many parents
and grandparents come to search out
religious items that might encourage a
younger generation to be aware of a
God who cares about them.
We source our books from many different
suppliers and take orders from customers
if what they request is not in store. We
stock many items in connection with
Mass, sacraments, liturgy, and religious
devotions as well as cards for various
occasions.
Our opening hours are: 9.30 am-5pm,
Tuesday-Friday; 10 am-4pm, Saturday.
Tel. 056-7703884.
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Derek Doherty

We offer a safe and sacred
space where young people
are encouraged to believe
in their own worth

De la Salle
Pastoral
Centre
For the past thirty years, the De la Salle
Pastoral Centre, Castletown, Co Laois in
the Diocese of Ossory, has been hosting
school retreats for young people. We offer
a safe and sacred space where young
people are encouraged to believe in
their own worth as children of God - a
God who loves them unconditionally. We
provide one day retreat programmes for
Confirmation classes and all Post-Primary
year groups
Our Team
The present team consists of five
experienced and qualified members
who have worked together since 2004.
The team members are Derek Doherty,
Brother Michael Murphy, Marie Broderick,
Edel McCormack and John Kelly. We all
have a variety of different gifts and the
integrity of our team lies in the values of
love, acceptance and compassion.
Retreat Programmes
Our retreat programmes cater for
Confirmation classes and all Post-Primary
classes and we have selected various
themes for each year group. If schools
have a specific request or topic they
wish the retreat to be centred on, it is
possible, in consultation with the Director,
for an appropriate programme to be
developed to meet that request. Included
in all programmes are times for personal
prayer, reflection and meditation. Each
retreat concludes with a prayerful
celebration.
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We offer school retreats from September
to June and we welcome around 4,000
young people each year on retreat.
Schools travel from many counties, and
so far this year, we have welcomed
schools from Carlow, Kildare, Kilkenny,
Laois, Limerick, Meath, Offaly, Tipperary,
Westmeath and Wicklow. As well as
those counties, over the next few months
we will welcome schools from Dublin,
Galway and Roscommon. The feedback
from the students and their teachers has
been overwhelmingly positive and we
are heartened and sustained by this.
THE PASTORAL CENTRE
The Pastoral Centre is a three story
building on the De La Salle complex in
Castletown, County Laois. It was originally
the Juniorate boarding school of the De
La Salle Brothers catering for the thirteen
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to sixteen age group. Then in the early
eighties the Brothers began to host school
retreats in the centre.
The Centre is mainly used for school
retreats, Monday to Friday of the school
year, and is wheelchair friendly. The
Centre is also available for adult and
parish groups who wish to make use of
its facilities. The Chapel with its exquisite
mosaics and a depiction of St John
Baptiste De la Salle is a valuable resource
in the diocese and would encourage
you to consider availing of its facilities.
To learn more about us, please visit our
website, www.castletownretreats.com or
telephone us on 057 8732442.
‘Your faith should be your constant light
and guide, and a beacon for those in
your care.’ St John Baptiste De La Salle.
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Fr Jim Murphy

he realised that his desire to
convert these people was not
going to be easy to realise

SPIRITUALITY MATTERS

On the 1st December each year in the
Church we now remember a character
named Charles de Foucauld who was
named among the Blessed in 2005.
On the 1st of December 1916, deep in
the Sahara where he had lived as an
unknown hermit, he was shot through the
head and dumped in a ditch. He was 58
years old. He had been an accomplished
geographer, linguist, and explorer. In his
youth he had been a disillusioned soldier,
atheist and aristocratic playboy. But why
do we remember him?
At age 30 he met a great priest in Paris,
the Abbe Huvelin who invited Charles
to repent and to open his heart to the
loving kindness of God. The results of
his co operating with God’s grace are
phenomenal.
He became a pilgrim to Nazareth, a
Trappist Monk, and eventually a priest
of the diocese of Viviers, France. He felt
called to take ‘the last place’ in life close
to the poor and most abandoned, to give
silent witness to Christ among the Toureg
in the Sahara. Charles de Foucauld set
out on the Apostolate of goodness which
is continued now in the Church through
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A saint for
today the Mission
through
Goodness
the silence anonymous witness of his
followers – Little Brothers and Sisters of
Jesus.
Very early in his life Bro. Charles de
Foucauld had as his mission “to save
souls”. To realise this project he chose
to join the people who were the most
isolated, alone and poor; also those who
were distanced from the church, and
who didn’t know Christ. His long road
and his diverse experiences brought him
in the last part of his life to South Algeria,
among the Touaregs, in Tamanrasset.
From 1905 until his death Charles de
Foucauld would live with these isolated
and poor people. While there he realised
that his desire to convert these people
was not going to be easy to realise. He
reflects on the situation. How to touch the
hearts of these people.
Quickly, he begins to appreciate
the obstacle he faces regarding the
conversion of Islam and concretely
the conversion of the Touaregs among
whom he lives. He wrote to a friend in
1907 that the evangelisation in Muslim
countries would “not be the work of years
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but of centuries”… This
conviction would become
fundamental in his prayer
and his mission. He would,
therefore, take a different
way from the methods of
evangelisation of his time.
In 1911, de Foulcauld
writes that the best way of
evangelisation was “firstly
to prepare the terrain,
in silence, by goodness”
Silence is patience and
respect for the other. He
noted “My apostolate has
to be an apostolate of
goodness. In seeing me,
one should say; since this
man is good, his religion
must be good. If they ask
why I am kind and good, I
should say; because I am
the servant of one who is
much better than me – far
more good than I am – If
you only knew how good
is my master Jesus! I wish
to be as good as I can be
so that they say; if this is
the servant, what must the
Master be like?”
This is no strategy, a
disguised way of winning
them over. It is a natural
goodness, with no hidden
agenda – natural, daily,
simple. It was already for a
long time a major element
of the life of Charles de
Foucauld.
Isn’t it daringly simple and
frightening… can we live
that today? Can you and
I simply be good and in
doing that attract others to
the way of faith?
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Fr Benny O’Shea

“God is Good All the Time”

40 Years On!

This is a heading for feature
page

In the 1950s/60s there was ‘quiet’
encouragement by family and society, to
follow a Vocation to the Priesthood. In my
case the support of my parents and family
was particularly important in my decision
to go ‘to the Seminary’. A ‘decision’
about which, over 40 years later, I have
no regrets. Arriving in St Kieran’s Seminary
during the first week of September 1966
just meant turning left inside the ‘Callan
Gate’ instead of going straight on as I had
done each September since 1961 when
in Secondary School. Six years later on
June 11th 1972 I departed the old Alma
Mater with my colleagues – each of us
committed to the ‘Mission’ of the Church
in Ossory, USA or in the United Kingdom.
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Having ‘volunteered’ in September 1966
for the Diocese of Arundel & Brighton
I found myself in St Joseph’s Parish,
Brighton, where I was appointed to work
with a wonderfully kind PP, Fr Colman
Quinn, who was originally from Co. Clare.
St Joseph’s had a Mass attendance of
about 900 in those days, many of whom
were from Ireland, or of Irish descent. My
early ‘responsibilities’ involved visiting the
patients at Brighton General Hospital, the
Parish Primary School and the Cardinal
Newman Secondary School which serves
the parishes in Brighton and Hove Deanery
– it is now the largest Catholic Secondary
School in mainland Britain with over 2,200
students.
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After over five years in Brighton I served
as a curate in St Richard’s in Chichester.
Apart from the City of Chichester there
were over thirty villages where homes
had to be visited as well as two hospitals,
schools and a number of Nursing Homes.
After four years in Chichester I worked
as secretary to Bishop Cormac MurphyO’Connor, who later became Cardinal
Archbishop of Westminster. One of the
most interesting events during this time
was the visit of Pope John Paul 11 to
Great Britain. Since he arrived at Gatwick
in our Diocese a lot of planning had to
be put into the event which included, in
the days beforehand, a full ‘rehearsal’ on
the tarmac complete with a Boeing 747
being towed into position and dignitaries
entering and coming out of the plane as
would happen on the day! Early on the
morning of the Popes’ arrival it seemed
like the ‘best laid plans of mice and men’
would be in vain as a thick blanket of fog
enveloped Gatwick and Plan ‘B’ was
about to be put into effect which entailed
a diversion to Manchester! Fortunately, a
few rays of sunshine broke through about
half an hour before touchdown and His
Holiness arrived in Arundel &Brighton.
My next appointment was in the Diocese
of Chulucanas in Peru. Bishop Cormac
had set up a link between our Dioceses,
and over the past 30 years a number of
priests as well as Mercy Sisters, a Deacon
and Layman from A&B have served a
number of years in Chulucanas. The
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Parish of Frias in which I served with one
other priest and three Marist Sisters was
a vast area of territory in Northern Peru.
There were 120 towns/hamlets/villages
in the parish. Transport to most of these
was by Horse/Mule or ‘Shanks pony’! We
visited each one at least once a year
to celebrate Mass and the Sacraments
of Baptism (approx 1,500 each year),
Reconciliation, Anointing the Sick and
First Holy Communion. The Diocese had
a very good Pastoral Plan which meant
having lots of training Days for members
of the ‘Team’ who were elected in
each Zone to help the people grow in
the knowledge and in the practice of
their faith. Those involved were amazing
people who would set out on foot any
time from 2.00am to walk to the main
towns for a Course in order to pass on the
knowledge/teaching they received to
the people in their area. In the afternoon
they would have to do the return journey.
There were many stories I could tell about
these amazing people who never seemed
to worry about the sacrifices they had to
make in order to ‘pass on the Faith’ to
the next generation. I remember visiting
one Village called Huanla in 1985. It was
at the furthest end of the parish. To reach
that part of the parish we usually drove
down the mountain from Frias (1,700 mts)
and through the desert before climbing
once more to the town of Lagunas
(1,600 mts) where, after a journey of
235 Kilometers, we left our vehicle and
travelled with ‘local’ transport to Huanla,
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which was about three hours away. We
arrived to find a vibrant faith community
who had beautifully prepared children
for the Sacraments-this in spite of the fact
that the previous time Mass had been
celebrated there was in 1955! Because of
the lack of opportunities to attend Mass
(people lived up to 14-20 hours walk from
the centre of the parish) we prepared
people who would lead a Liturgy on
Sundays. Others prepared the children for
First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion
and Confirmation – the Bishop came to
one of the central Towns in the parish
each year to confirm those who had
been prepared.
One important feature of church life in
Peru was the ‘Fiestas’ in honour of the
Saints. Many places had annual three/
four day Fiestas during which the priest
would celebrate Masses, Baptisms (the
most I baptised on one day was 155!),
Marriages – usually also in multiples! In
Frias the Church building was in a very
sad state of repair. I found the people
more than willing to form ‘Mingas’ (Work
Groups) to demolish it and build a new
one. With help from a local architect
who lived in the city of Piura a very fine
new church was opened on the Patronal
Feast day – St Andrew- in 1988. The most
amazing statistic is that we estimated
that about 6,000 people worked at least
one day on the construction. Even the
children in the playgroup turned up one
morning carrying small shoulder bags of
stones which went into the making of
cement blocks which were made on site
– 22,000 in total! The building of the new
church was a truly wonderful example of
local collaboration and the people are
justly proud of their achievement. I moved
to the parish of Canchaque after five
years in Frias and spent two happy years
there doing similar work before returning
to A&B. Interestingly when I arrived in
Chulucanas in 1984 there were less than
a dozen Peruvian priests serving the
Diocese with a further ten Augustinians
from the USA (including Bishop John
McNabb) plus three of us from Arundel
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&Brighton. Chulucanas now has its own
Seminary with over 30 students for the
Priesthood!
Having returned from Peru in 1992 I was
appointed to the parish of Christ the
Prince of Peace in Weybridge. I realise
the challenge of preaching the Gospel
is very different in Peru and Surrey, but it
is still the ‘same’ Gospel and people still
have a longing to hear it. In 1999 I moved
again to the Parish of Our Lady of Sorrows
in Bognor Regis. The parish had been
in the care of the Servite Order since its
foundation in the 1870’s. For my first year
in Bognor I had the privilege of working
with a newly ordained priest who, with his
wife and children, had converted from
the Church of England. While in Bognor
we had a massive influx of East Europeans,
especially from Poland (at one time
estimated at 1,200). We managed to get
a Polish priest to come as chaplain to the
Polish community and they are now well
attended and well established. While
in Bognor I became more involved also
in the Diocese having been asked by
our Bishop to serve as a Vicar General. I
subsequently moved to the smaller parish
of Holy Name in Esher in 2007.
Since the beginning of ‘The Year of
faith’ on October 11th our Diocese has
begun a ‘study programme’ as a lead
–up to the Golden Jubilee of Arundel
& Brighton in 2015. This has involved a
lot of work by a Team at our Christian
Education Centre in Crawley who have
prepared/are preparing materials on
four of the Documents of the Second
Vatican Council. In our parishes people
have signed-up for weekly meetings over
six weeks each Autumn. I would see the
main benefit from these discussions to
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be an opportunity to build ‘community’
and for more people becoming involved
in the life of the church. Our Bishop,
Kieran Conry, is making himself available
around the Diocese to answer the
‘difficult’ questions which arise following
the meetings. Over the past 40 years
life in general, for people, has changed
greatly. Life in the Church and the life of
the priest has also gone through massive
change.
There are fewer priests leading to bigger
parishes, more meetings to attend, more
committees to be a member of, less time
to visit and get to know people, the pace
of life is much faster, everybody is busy.
However, on the plus side, the Laity have
become much more involved in taking
responsibility for the day to day running
and organisation of parish life – as
Catechists preparing children and adults
for the Sacraments; as Special Ministers
of the Eucharist taking communion to
the sick at home or in hospital as well
as conducting Liturgies in the absence
of a prieSt In A&B there are also about
thirty five Permanent Deacons serving
in parishes. Because of these changes
a priest is able to serve a number of
communities/parishes and fulfil strictly
‘priestly’ duties. Being a priest today is
challenging in many ways, but it is also a
very rewarding vocation. Being able to
walk beside people in times of Joy and
Sorrow is a great privilege – something I
have thoroughly enjoyed over the past 40
years. My experience in Peru has taught
me that the Lord looks after His flock in
His way whether we have a priest who
is shepherd to 500 as in Esher or 35,000
as in Peru. We have to trust Him always
remembering what a priest friend of mine
says – “God is Good - All the Time”!
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New for 2013
Ossory Guide will
also be available
as an iBook and
eBook
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Contact
Ossory Adult Faith Development
to order the new issue
Tel. 056-7753624 Email afd@ossory.ie
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Fr Michael Shortall

Give me a
crash course in
… stem cells?

human life is sacred because
from its beginning it involves
the creative action of God

MORALITY MATTERS
Why do I hear or read of them in the news?
Stem cells get a lot attention because
of their potential to help those who
are seriously ill. Remember Christopher
Reeves, better known as Superman or
Michael J. Fox from the Back to the Future
movies? After falling from a horse, Reeves
was paralysed from the neck down; Fox
developed Parkinson’s Disease. Both
have used their fame to advance the use
of stem cells.
So what are they? Each of our cells has a
code called DNA. In most cells, the code
is fixed – for example a bone cell remains
a bone cell. However, some cells have
the power to change according to what
is required – for example the cells that are
used to replace dead cells in the brain
or the cells that grow in the early unborn
child. These we call stem cells.
So can we control these stem cells? Yes
and no! The technology is still very new.
The stem cells with the most potential
come from the embryo because it is in
such an early stage of development.
So let’s get them! Imagine what we could
do! Well, it’s not so easy. Firstly, such cells
are difficult to attain. What is more, to
take them from an embryo would be
destroy it.
Oh, I see the problem! The embryo is the
early development of a human being

and so has the status of a person. It
therefore deserves the same recognition
and protection as any other person. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church puts it
this way:
Human life is sacred because from
its beginning it involves the creative
action of God and it remains for
ever in a special relationship with the
Creator, who is its sole end. God alone
is the Lord of life from its beginning
until its end: no one can under any
circumstance claim for himself the
right directly to destroy an innocent
human being.” (paragraph 2258)
But there are other problems too. Because
such embryonic stem cells have such
power scientists have found it impossible
to control them. So is this a dead-end?
No. Stem cells may also be taken from
adults or the umbilical cords of a newlyborn. These have less power to change
but are more stable and so have led to
more success. Technology too is always
advancing. This year, the Nobel Prize
winners for medicine managed to take
an ordinary cell and decode it to become
a stem-cell creating the possibility of as
much stem cells as we need or want.
So is the ethical controversy over? Not by a
long a shot! For example, the technology
could be used for more than just medical
reasons. But that is for another day.
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Fr Terence Crotty

God used the
genius of the writer
to write the book

When I
think of the
Bible...

BIBLE MATTERS

After my ordination as a priest, I spent
three and a half years in a college in
Rome doing further studies in the Bible. As
I was about to leave for Rome a friend of
mine from Kilkenny said to me, “Amazin’!
All that study, just for one book!”
If he’d given me the chance, I would
have wagged the finger: “the Bible is
more than ‘just one book.’” After the Bible
reading at Mass we say, “The word of the
Lord,” and we mean it: the Bible is God’s
word, written down to make it accessible
to us, in black and white and in English.
The words in it might have once been
spoken aloud in a speech or a prayer, by
a prophet or apostle or by Jesus himself,
or they might only have drifted into the
imagination of the writer just as he put
pen to paper. But they were really God’s
word, and God used the genius of the
writer to write the book. So every book of
the Bible has two authors, God and the
human writer. God is the ghost-writer, only
he’s the “Holy Ghost,” who has “spoken
through the prophets.”
When I think of the Bible I think of things
like this: two sisters, Rachel and Leah,
fighting over love and children, and all
the time God is working through them
both to build a great future (Gen 30); two
brothers, Jacob and Esau, fall out over
their inheritance and when Esau forgives
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him, Jacob says that meeting him is like
“seeing the face of God” (Gen 33:10).
A son stabs his father in his back and in
the process gets killed: the father, bighearted King David, instead of cursing
his son, sobs and sobs at the news of his
death so that “the victory that day was
turned into mourning.” David represents
the love of Christ, saying to his dead son,
“Would that I had died instead of you”
(2Sam 18:33). A city is threatened by war
so that the people tremble “as the leaves
tremble on the trees before the wind”
(Isa 7:2), and this marvellous image of a
threatened, frightened people is replaced
by the most remarkable of divine signs:
“the virgin is with child,” (Isa 7:14) and the
child, amazingly, assures God’s victory.
The great sign of the arrival of the Saviour
is a mother’s love, wrapping her newborn
in swaddling cloths (Lk 2:12). So stories of
husbands and wives falling in love or falling
apart, sisters fighting and brothers besting
each other and then reconciling, prayers
for crops and children and peace, proud
– or disappointed – parents, children
who rebel and children who are saints,
kings who do what is right, kings who do
what is wrong, murders and judgments,
successes and failures, nothing is left out
and in each event we see God at work
through the most ordinary events. In
the Scriptures, what belongs to heaven
comes down to earth and filters in to all
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that is day-to-day. The Angels appear to
the shepherds, praising God and singing,
“Glory to God in the highest,” and then St.
Luke tells us that, having seen the babe
in swaddling cloths, the shepherds go
home “glorifying and praising God” for
what they had seen (Lk 2:20), catching
the angels tempo. Heaven is contagious,
and God will not rest until heaven filters
through to death itself, turning it into a
doorway to eternal life.
The Bible is made up of many books, 46
in the Old Testament and 27 in the New.
Some parts were written thousands of
years before the birth of Christ, and some
of the great praises in the psalms originally
were written for other, pagan gods, now
long forgotten, before being applied to
Yahweh, the true God. The prophets are
the real dawn of the unique message of
the true God, dating in some cases to
the middle of the 8th century B.C. As a
whole, the Old Testament was probably
forged shortly after the “exile” of the
people of Israel in Babylon in the sixth
century BC, when they had to find a real,
solid identity for themselves and, at the
same time, were most confident of God’s
merciful presence to them in the midst of
their sorrow and loss. The Old Testament,
for its part, leaves many unanswered
questions and promises, and so is an open
book which waits to be completed and
fulfilled by the answers that are given by
the coming of Christ.
The centre of the Bible is, of course,
the life of Jesus, written up in the four
Gospels, and the centre of the life of
Jesus is his death and resurrection. Light
goes through a lens in a camera so that
the quality of the lens determines how we
see, and the life, death, and resurrection
of Jesus is like the lens through which
Christians see anything in the Bible. So we
come across all sorts of strange events
and teachings, and we can wonder to
ourselves what the point is. But when we
see it through the lens of the life of Jesus,
we see the point of it. Moses leads the
people of Israel through the Red Sea, but

when I read it through the “lens” of the
life of Jesus, I am reminded that when I
passed through water at my baptism it
was a real liberation, and I should spend
my life making that liberation work for
me.
The Second Vatican Council says that
“in the sacred books, the Father who is
in heaven meets His children with great
love and speaks with them; and the force
and power in the word of God is so great
that it stands as the support and energy
of the Church, the strength of faith for her
children, the food of the soul, the pure
and everlasting source of spiritual life.”
That’s a powerful statement and many
Catholics have experienced its truth. The
Bible’s not just a book.
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Sheena Flynn

pilgrims from all over the world
embark on their pilgrimage for
so many different reasons

The Camino!
For centuries people have undertook
pilgrimages for a variety of different
reasons. Some seek a deeper relationship
with God, others looking for meaning in
their lives, and for more it is an opportunity
for conversion or a great prayer of
thanksgiving. The most famous pilgrim
route in Europe and indeed beyond is
the way of St James or the ‘Camino’ as
it is more popularly known today. Every
year countless people of all faiths and
none set off from different starting points
around Europe all united by a common
goal of reaching the shrine of Santiago
de Compostela and above all to discover
a little more about the mystery of life and
to be re-energised in that life long search.
Last Easter a group of teachers from St
Canice’s Primary School in Kilkenny City
set off on the Camino. Here Sheena Flynn,
one of the group shares their experience
and hopefully it will whet your appetite
to become a pilgrim on the Camino
somewhere in the future!
We started our Camino journey during
Easter 2012. Our first attempt was sadly
affected by an air traffic controller
strike. We spent a day at the airport and
boarded the plane twice before the flight
was finally cancelled! However we were
destined to complete our first section
of the “Way”. Flights were re booked
for Easter Monday and the majority
of our original group finally began our
adventure.
We arrived in sunny Biarritz feeling a mixture
of nerves and excitement. Our journey
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began in Roncesvalles. It is just over the
Spanish border. Many pilgrims start in St
Jean des Pieds. However we decided to
avoid the climb over the Pyrenees and
spent our first night in a beautiful newly
renovated hostel in Roncesvalles.
Our first day was the longest day. We
walked 27kms from Roncesvalles to
Larrasoana. Pilgrims usually start walking
at 8am at that time of year and earlier
in the summer to avoid the heat. It was
magical that first morning walking along
a wooded path in the early morning miSt
The path took us through farmland and
wooded areas and was very quiet and
peaceful away from roads and traffic.
The weather was kind which definitely
helped our spirits.
Chapel of St James.
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On their Camino journey were Sheena Flynn, Marie
Comerford, Mary Byrne, Susan Battle, Monica Lowe,
Marie Gannon, Anita Sheehan, Eilish Delahunty.

We were all relatively fit and had trained
a little. We had completed a few 15 to
20km walks. However the Camino involves
walking at least that distance every day
so it is a shock to the system. We were
tired but so happy when we reached
our first stop Larrasoana. It is a very quiet
small village. A pilgrim meal is available in
every town or village. It is a three course
basic meal with the all important glass of
vino for eight to ten euro. It is a wonderful
chance to meet other pilgrims and share
stories over a meal. We met pilgrims from
all over the world embarking on their
pilgrimage for so many different reasons.
The major common feature seemed to
be an eagerness to escape the rough
and tumble of everyday life. It is strangely
liberating to walk with all your gear on
your back, relying on your feet for a
change to transport you along the path.
Our second day was a shorter walk
and was not as scenic as the first day.
However we were rewarded when we
arrived in Pamplona and soaked up the
history and wonderful sights the city had
to offer. The hostel was an old converted
Jesuit church. It was really beautiful and
right in the centre of the old district.
We arrived in Pamplona at lunchtime
and therefore had an opportunity to
explore the city. We visited the beautiful

Cathedral of Royal saint Mary which was
only a stone’s throw from the hostel. That
evening we had our pilgrim meal in a
restaurant called the Cafe Iruna. It is said
that Hemmingway was a patron there
when he visited the city.
Our final day was a 24km walk from
Pamplona to Puente de la Reina. It
was a beautiful walk. Once we cleared
the outskirts of the city we cut through
farmland and began the ascent of the
Hill of Forgiveness the Alto del Perdón.
The climb was worth it. The panoramic
view was amazing. We could also make
out our destination which did not seem
too far away. Puente de la Reina was a
beautiful old town with cobbled streets
and a real Spanish feel. It boasts a
beautiful medieval bridge. Pilgrims cross
this bridge on their way to the next stage
to Estella.
We were sad that our journey was over.
Over but by no means complete. We
sampled just a little taste of the Camino.
However there is a longing and a calling to
go back and continue where we left off.
Next Easter our Camino part two please
God will take place. We will dust off our
rucksacks, locate our pilgrim passport
and continue our journey following the
Way of St James.
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Fr Kieran O’Shea

Diocese of Ossory
Primary School
Advisors

Opening Doors of Faith
October 2012 – November 2013 has been designated a year of faith by Pope
Benedict XVI. Fr Kieran O’ Shea, Diocesan Advisor for Religious Education in
Primary Schools, invites us to reflect on the positive contribution our teachers
make in opening doors of faith for children today and to recommit ourselves to
supporting them in their vocation at the service of the Christian community.
To inaugurate this year of faith Pope
Benedict has written a special letter with
the title Porta Fidei, which means Door of
Faith. This title is taken from the Acts of the
Apostles (14:27) and refers to how Paul
and Barnabas on returning to Antioch
after their mission related how God had
opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.
In the post resurrection community many
hot debates took place between the
early disciples as to who should receive
the Good News of Jesus Christ. Some like
Peter originally felt that the message of
the risen Lord was for the lost sheep of the
house of Israel only, i.e. those of the Jewish
tradition to which Jesus himself belonged.
Paul on the other hand received his
mission from the Lord himself and set out
to evangelise those who had no roots in
the Jewish tradition, but who worshipped
a variety of different gods and held a
wide spectrum of philosophical ideas.
Quite often there was a sharp contrast
between the crucified and risen Lord
proclaimed by the Apostle to the Gentiles
and the religious creeds and practices of
the near and Middle Eastern areas of the
expanding Roman Empire. That being
said it is also important to acknowledge
the occasional opportunities for dialogue
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that existed between Paul and his gentile
antagonists.
Many teachers today will find themselves
in a similar position to Paul and Barnabas
as they fulfil their mission in our Catholic
Schools. Like the two spirit filled and
zealous disciples of the early community
our teachers are often enthusiastic and
committed to the task of catechesis.
However it is often the case that our
teachers will also find themselves echoing
the experience of Paul and Barnabas in
the challenging nature of the mission itself.
In the contemporary classroom they will
frequently find themselves proclaiming
faith to the ‘Gentiles’ in the form of
children and young people who have
experienced little enough foundation in
faith at home. The enormity of this task
cannot be underestimated and teachers
can never be expected to be the only
source of catechesis or burdened with
total responsibility for the faith formation
of children. It is the responsibility of the
whole Church community at diocesan
and parochial level to ensure that
parents themselves have opportunities
to develop their own faith and are
continually supported in their important
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lived the gospel and continue to do so,
provide effective avenues for teachers
to open up the richness of the faith to
future generations. The use of presentday pedagogical methods and means
of social communications with which
children are familiar also make the gospel
message more attractive for young
disciples to be.

role of handing on faith in the context of
the domestic church.
Nevertheless teachers continue to be
vital bearers of the Good News through
which God opens a door to faith to
many young people today. During the
annual programme of school visitation it
is always very encouraging to witness the
commitment and dedication displayed
by them in the classroom. Young teachers
in particular are worthy of special mention
as the vast majority devote an enormous
amount of energy and time to handing
on the gift of faith and in preparing
children for the sacraments. The Second
Vatican
Council’s
declaration
on
Education
Gravissimum
Educationis
(1965) states ‘Beautiful indeed and of
great importance is the vocation of all
those who aid parents in fulfilling their
duties and who, as representatives of the
human community, undertake the task
of education in schools’(No. 5) Through
the religious education programme,
opportunities for prayer and frequent
exposure to the Liturgy, teachers create
space for each child to discover the
loving presence of God in their lives
and to develop a lasting friendship with
Jesus. Reflecting on Gospel stories, on
the lives of saints, and people who have

Doors of faith like all doors can only be
opened by those who hold the key. The
key in this case is the faith life of teachers
themselves. Parker J. Palmer in his book
The courage to Teach writes “As I teach,
I project the condition of my soul onto
my students, my subject, and our way
of being together.” in other words the
vocation of the teacher is not just to
impart knowledge but also to be at
the service to the Christian community,
joyfully witnessing to the gift of faith which
permeates the teachers everyday life. In
his Apostolic Exhortation on proclaiming
the Gospel to the modern world Evangelii
Nuntiandi (1975) Pope Paul VI states
“Modern man listens more willingly to
witnesses than to teachers, and if he
does listen to teachers, it is because
they are witnesses.” (No. 41) The value
of witnessing to the gospel can never
be underestimated. Children and young
people need good role models in every
sphere and this is also true of Christian
formation.
Therefore this year of faith is an opportunity
for all of us to give thanks for the witness
of so many of our teachers who open
doors of faith in our schools. It is also an
opportunity for the faith community in
general to do our utmost to ensure that
they have every support necessary in
their efforts in the classroom. Our Catholic
Schools are a treasure at the heart of
every community strengthened by the
dedication of those who staff them. Let
us all work together so that the light of
faith will continue to burn brightly among
those called to be faithful witnesses to
Jesus Christ now and in the future.
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Fr Kieran O’Shea

Diocese of Ossory
Primary School
Advisors

Celebrating the Year of
Faith - Opportunities and
Suggestions
This coming year has been declared by Pope Benedict XVI to be a Year of
Faith. In the Diocese of Ossory there will be many opportunities to celebrate
in parishes and other settings. The following is a short list of suggestions you
may find helpful in marking this year in your school.

Advent Resources
Advent Resources have been sent to all
our Primary schools. It is hoped that these
annually prepared materials will be of
assistance in preparing the way of the
Lord in all our classrooms. Details of how
to order additional copies are included.
Decorating a Door for the Year of
Faith
Pope Benedict’s special letter for the
year of faith bears the title Porta Fidei or
Door of Faith. It is a reminder that all of
us are called to open doors of faith for
each other. Why not consider creatively
decorating the main door (or another
appropriate door!) of the school with
material which celebrates our faith. All
classes could be involved in this project.
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Write a School Prayer for the Year
of Faith
Children preparing for Confirmation or
those in sixth class might be invited to
join together in composing a prayer for
the Year of Faith which could be used at
assemblies and during class prayer time
during the coming year!
Catholic Schools Week
Catholic Schools Week begins on
Sunday 27th January 2012 and ends on
February 3rd 2013. The theme this year
is Catholic Schools in the Community
of Faith: Sharing the Good News. From
past experience CSW has proven to be
a very joyful celebration of faith in our
schools which embraces the family and
the whole community. Grandparent’s
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day in particular celebrates the role of
grandparents in handing on faith and
acknowledges their very valuable role
in the task of catechesis. This year we
wish to invite every school and parish to
celebrate Catholic Schools Week. It is a
great opportunity to promote the ethos
of our schools and also to encourage
and support our teachers in their
vocation. Every year Catholic Schools
Week is launched in a different school
in the diocese by Bishop Freeman. If you
would like your school to be considered
for this event please feel free to contact
Fr Kieran at 086 8272828. Resources are
currently being prepared at national level
and will be circulated to every school
and parish.
Pilgrimages
In every parish community there are
places of significant interest which remind
us of the great heritage of faith that has
been handed down to us. During this year
of faith why not organise for your school
to visit some of these sites and hold a
prayer service or other event. Children
might also undertake to do a project on
a local saint or sacred place. This might
be particularly suitable for Confirmation
children.
Celebrate the Schools Feast Day
Many of our schools bear the names of
local saints. During the year you might
consider finding out more about him / her
and celebrating the feast day in school
and in the parish community
On-going formation of Teachers
During this year of faith it is hoped to
organise opportunities for teachers to
reflect on their own faith. This could be
achieved in individual schools or by a
group of teachers from various schools
coming together. If you would like or
organise a time of prayer, reflection or
discussion please contact Fr Kieran 086
8272828. This initiative may also be held
during time allotted under the Croke Park
Deal.
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Confirmation
Each year Bishop Seamus Freeman travels
around the diocese to celebrate the
sacrament of confirmation in the parishes of
the diocese. This celebration is an important
day not only for the children themselves
and their families, as a result of all the
preparation they have put into it, but also for
the parishes for the same reason. It is always
a great celebration filled with the hope and
energy so appropriate to the Spirit and so
much a part of the young. The dates for the
celebrations in 2013 are..
CONFIRMATION DATES 2013
JANUARY
Saturday, 26th Inistioge
Sunday, 27th Ballyhale
FEBRUARY
Saturday, 2nd Slieverue
Sunday, 3rd Mooncoin
Saturday, 9th Urlingford
Sunday, 10th Ballyragget
Mid Term Break
Saturday, 23rd St. Canice’s
Sunday, 24th Templeorum
MARCH
Sunday, 3rd Glenmore
Saturday, 9th Ferrybank
Sunday, 10th Gowran
Saturday, 16th Mullinavat
Sunday, 17th Clara
Saturday, 23rd Gaelscoil
Sunday, 24th Durrow
Easter Break
APRIL
Saturday, 13th St. Patrick’s
Sunday, 14th Callan
Thursday, 18th School of the Holy Spirit and St
Patrick’s School, Kells Road
Saturday, 20th St. John’s
Sunday, 21st Clogh
Saturday, 27th St. Mary’s
Sunday, 28th Thomastown
MAY
Saturday, 4th Rosbercon
Saturday, 11th Muckalee
Sunday, 12th Borris in Ossory
Saturday, 18th Castlecomer
Sunday, 19th Rathdowney
Lourdes
JUNE
Saturday, 1st Kilmacow

The
Programme
of
preparation
for
Confirmation ‘Together We Welcome the
Spirit’ is available from the Faith Development
Office, College Street, Carlow.
Contact Christine at 059-9164084,
email fds@kandle.ie
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Alice Challoner

the involvement of the
community in the planning
and preparations that
took place

A Mission
with a
difference
preparation was undertaken by the
clergy. This time there was a good level of
community involvement and this made
people feel that they had more ownership
of the event. Once the decision was
made by the Parish Pastoral Council, in
consultation with the priests of the parish
to hold a mission, planning immediately
commenced.

A mission with a difference was held
in Thomastown parish from 6th – 14th
October last. What made this mission
different from previous missions that were
held in the parish was the involvement
of the community in the planning and
preparations that took place beforehand.
Previously the priests of the parish would
announce that a mission would be taking
place a short time before the event and
the only involvement of the community
would be to pray for its success and to
attend the devotions that took place
during mission week. Any planning and
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On the advice of the Ceili Community who
were responsible for delivering the mission,
an overall mission co-ordinator was
appointed. Alice was to be the contact
to liaise with the Ceili Community and the
parish in all aspect of the preparations.
The Ceili Mission team consists of priests,
religious and lay people who are
committed to proclaiming the gospel in
an encouraging and challenging way.
The community is based in Kilbeggan,
Co Westmeath. A number of meetings
were held with Mattie McGrath the
administrator for the Ceili Community to
guide us on what was required and to
discuss the preparations for the delivery
of the mission in the parish, including
both the primary and secondary schools.
As the parish was required to provide
accommodation and catering for a large
group it was necessary to appoint other
co-ordinators as the months progressed.
An appeal for host families to provide
accommodation on a bed and breakfast
basis for the mission team was made and
people in the community responded

December 2012

ossory times

generously. An accommodation coordinator was appointed whose task was
to liaise with the host families to ensure
that all arrangements were in place prior
to the arrival of the mission team. While
the preached mission was delivered over
the course of one week, visitation to all
homes in the parish by a team from the
Ceili Community took place a week
earlier. In week one accommodation
was required for 20 people while in week
two it was reduced to 9 people. This
task was handled with great efficiency
by Michelle our accommodation coordinator. Obviously meals had to be
provided for this large team and this was
handled skillfully by Mary our catering coordinator.
It was important to publicise our mission
and this task required a publicity coordinator. Seamus came on board and did
wonderful work in sourcing and erecting
signs on all approach roads, in the town
and church grounds. Use was also made
of the Soul Agenda programme on Radio
Kilkenny to promote the mission.
Our prayer co-ordinator was Marian who
was involved in prayer preparation in
advance of the mission, also for arranging
a rota of people to attend at the various
Holy hours and periods of prayer in front
of the Blessed Sacrament. She ensured
that there would be a Eucharistic Minister
present each time the Blessed Sacrament
needed to be exposed. Congratulations
to her for a job well done.
In order to prepare for house visitation
it was necessary to appoint a visitation
co-ordinator as we needed to provide
lists of all homes in the parish. Pat was
the person to undertake this and did a
huge amount of work in advance of the
arrival of the visitation team. We took the
opportunity to conduct a census of the
parish. Pat was aided in this task by the
envelope distributors in the parish who
delivered the census forms to all home in
their areas and collected the completed
forms for return to the parish office for
processing.

Dick Walsh and
Christy Stafford

Fr Paddy Lynch and
Fr Dan Bollard

Sr Anna Corcoran
and Alice Challoner
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We also required a social co-ordinator to
arrange a parish social in the community
hall at the end of the mission to allow
parishioners to come together in a relaxed
setting, to share some refreshments
and have a chat. This event was very
well organised by Susan our social coordinator who ensure that all were
provided with refreshments and afforded
the chance to relax and enjoy the music
that was provided by our publicity coordinator Seamus who doubled as our DJ
for the night.
As the mission team started to arrive in
the parish in Saturday 29th September
the involvement of the community was
already very evident. The various members
of the team were met and escorted to
their temporary homes for the duration
of their stay. Visitation was planned to
commence on the Sunday afternoon but
due to the replay of the All Ireland Hurling
Final this had to be postponed by one
day. In spite of this fact all houses in the
parish had been visited by the following
weekend. The visitation team went out
in pairs accompanied by a guide who
took them to the various areas. The team
members delivered a mission brochure
(that had been produced by the parish
in consultation with the Ceili team)
detailing all of the events taking place
during mission week, to all homes in the
parish, and invited the parishioners to
attend. The teams were generally very
well received.
A team also delivered a programme
to the students in Grennan College our
local secondary school. The feedback
from students was positive. In order to
cater for the students in the parish who
attend school elsewhere a special
service was held in St Kieran’s College
on Monday 1 October to which all
students were invited. Another team
worked with students at St Mary’s primary
school. This went very well and students
were involved in a special children’s
mass during mission week in which they
performed songs and drama that they
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had learned during the programme. It
was great to see the enthusiasm of the
children in their performance. A youth
mass for the teenagers of the parish was
also very well attended.
Each day of the preached mission
commenced with an Early Bird Mass at
7.00am which was preceded by the
Rosary at approximately 6.40am. Morning
mass was held at 9.30am in the parish
church on 3 mornings and at 10.00am in
St Columba’s hospital chapel on 2 days to
cater for the needs of all the community.
Devotions were held in the parish church
each evening at 7.30pm. The mission
was based on the beatitudes and the
reflection each day was on a different
beatitude. Evening devotions included
Honouring our Dead, Blessing with Relic of
Padre Pio, Sacrament of Reconciliation,
Prayers for Healing and Papal Blessing on
the last evening.
As the mission came to a close there was
a great sense of satisfaction from all who
were involved in the preparations.
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Olivia Maher

CBS in
Zambia

The arduous, selfless work
carried out by the Christian
Brothers made a lasting
impression

International Friendly!

On the twenty-fifth of March 2012, eleven
students and five teachers travelled to
Zambia to see the projects being carried
out by the Christian Brothers in Zambia,
particularly in the Mufulira area. One
main project that is underway at the
moment is the WaSH programme (Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene). The main aim is
to connect local villages to clean, safe,
water supplies. Over the past twelve
months the Immersion Project Team have
raised very significant funds through a
number of different events kicking off at
the National Sheep Shearing contest at
Cillín Hill in June 2011. Other fundraising
events led to them to joining St John’s
parish in their annual celebration at St
Fiarcha’s church on St Brigit’s day. The
students made over 500 St Brigit’s crosses
for the local parishioners. Students also
ran several fundraising activities in their
parishes including table quizzes, whist
drives and bag packing and were very
grateful the generous support for the
project.

The two weeks in Mufulira exposed
the travelling students and staff to the
hardships faced daily by the people of
the village. The arduous, selfless work
carried out by the Christian Brothers made
a lasting impression on the travellers. On
their return, they made presentations to
staff and the student body, describing
their experience, and emphasising the
need for continued support for the
brothers there.

Helping out with the Feeding
Programme in Murundu
Education Center
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Mgr Liam Bergin

when we celebrate Mass and
receive Holy Communion
the food we receive comes
from the future

Advent
Sacraments

SACRAMENT MATTERS

In these Advent days we focus on the
coming of Jesus Christ. At Christmas we
remember his first coming in the stable at
Bethlehem. Nativity plays and the cribs
in our churches depict this event and
they remind us of the great gift that God
has given us by sending us his Son. But,
Advent focuses on two other comings of
Jesus that are equally important. First of
all, it tells us that Jesus will return at the
end of time and will share his life and
glory with all who are saved. The readings
at Mass during the first part of Advent
concentrate on this coming of Jesus at
the end of history. Secondly, Advent
calls us to be aware of the presence of
Jesus among us now. In our prayer, in our
relationships with others, in our work and
play, the Lord Jesus is present.
Advent then is about three comings of the
Lord: remembering his first coming over
2,000 years ago; recognising his presence
among us today; and, looking forward in
hope to his coming again at a time that
only God knows. In other words, Advent
brings together our past, our present and
our future.
Sacraments do the very same. When we
celebrate the sacraments we believe
that Jesus comes to us in a special way.
In the celebration we now meet Jesus
who once proclaimed the Kingdom of
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God and we come face to face with the
Risen Lord who is to come in glory.
When we celebrate Mass, for example,
we receive the Body and Blood of Jesus
that he freely gives to us. We remember
Jesus at the Last Supper with his disciples
and we now become part of that great
gesture of love.
But, did you ever think that when we
celebrate Mass and receive Holy
Communion that the food we receive
comes from the future? Jesus who sends
us the bread of life is now at the right hand
of God. Together with Mary and the Saints
he enjoys God’s company and awaits us
on our journey home to the Father.
The bible describes heaven as a banquet
where all are invited to eat and drink in
God’s presence. The living food that
we receive at Mass comes from God’s
heavenly table! It is ‘bread from heaven’
that is sent to nourish us on our pilgrim
way.
When we celebrate Mass we are
generally aware that we actually join with
Jesus and the disciples at the Last Supper
as we remember this great event. Rarely,
however, do we recognise that we are
also now joining in the heavenly banquet.
When we celebrate the Eucharist we are
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pulling up our chairs to God’s table
in heaven! The food that is given us
now is a foretaste and promise of
what we will have in the future.
This is what gives Christians hope.
Already now as our lives unfold
and as we face the challenges
that each day presents, we are
strengthened by heavenly food.
When we are inclined to depression
or despair, when we are tempted
to doubt or give-up, the promise of
a better future is given to us now.
And when we laugh and are happy
because of the goodness and love
of another, when we give thanks
and rejoice at the mystery of life
and the wonder of creation, we lift
now lift a glass of heavenly brew to
the God who makes it all possible.
At Mass one of the “mysteries
of faith’ that we say after the
consecration of the bread and
wine is “When we eat this bread
and drink this cup, we proclaim
your death, O Lord, until you come
in glory.” This summarises perfectly
what we are trying to say. As we
receive the Body and Blood of
Christ in the Eucharist we become
part of his passion and death (past).
We also become part of his coming
again (future).
The popular hymn Panis Angelicus
tells us that as we receive the
Eucharist we receive the “bread of
angels”:
Thus Angels’ Bread is made
the Bread of man today:
the Living Bread from heaven
with figures dost away:
O wondrous gift indeed!
the poor and lowly may
upon their Lord and Master feed.
The Advent Christ is Lord of the past,
of the present and of the future.
The Eucharist and the sacraments
make that a reality for us.
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Sr Helen Maher

engage all, religious and lay
people together, in pastoral
planning and ministry
in the Diocese

The Ossory Diocesan Forum

The Ossory Diocesan Pastoral Council (l-r): Fr Dan Bollard, Fr Dan Carroll, Paschal Grace, Pat O’Shea, Sile Grant,
Mary Neary, Bishop Freeman, Anne Walton, Sr Nora McCarthy, Sr Helen Maher, Diarmuid Healy.

What is the Forum?
The Forum was inaugurated in 2004
following extensive consultation with
priests, religious and lay people in the
Diocese. Initially the Forum was a body
of almost sixty people, made up of a lay
representative from every parish in the
Diocese and a number of elected priests
and religious. An elected Executive
Committee coordinated the work of the
Forum. The raison d’être of the Forum was
to engage all, Bishop, priests, religious and
lay people together in pastoral planning
and ministry in the Diocese.
Following an evaluation in 2008 it was
decided to divide the Forum into four
groups, three Deanery Pastoral Councils
and a Diocesan Pastoral Council. From
its inception, the Forum had been
promoting the establishment of Parish
Pastoral Councils. The term Forum is now
understood as the umbrella term to cover
Parish Pastoral Councils, Deanery Pastoral
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Councils and the Diocesan Pastoral
Council.
The 2008 Forum Constitution
The Deanery Pastoral Councils and
Diocesan Pastoral Councils will have
completed their term of office on Easter
Sunday 2013 and, in accordance with the
Constitution, an evaluation of the Forum
is now taking place as the way forward is
considered.
The way forward
Facilitated “Evaluation Meetings” of
all four groups will be held in January
and the outcome of these meetings
will shape a new draft Constitution. This
draft Constitution will be considered and
finalised, subject to approval by Bishop
Freeman, at an Assembly of the Ossory
Diocesan Pastoral Council and Deanery
Pastoral Councils in the Spring of 2013 to
allow for new bodies to be in place by
the due date.
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Send your entries to: “Ossory Times’ Competition” Ossory Adult Faith Development, St Kieran’s College, College
Road, Kilkenny, by 10th February 2013, first correct entry from the hat wins!

Prize for age 5-8
Colouring
Competition

€20 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Prize for age 8-13
Wordsearch
Competition

Prize for age 13-17
Colouring
Competition

€30 Voucher
for Toy Shop

iPod
Shuffle

Prize for Adult
Crossword
Competition

€50 Voucher

for Chapter House
Bookshop
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Colouring
Competition
For ages 5-8

For ages 13-17

Colouring
Competition
Draw an
image of

“God’s
Love at
Work
Today”
For ages 8-13

Wordsearch
Competition

page 52

St Kieran’s College
Kilkenny
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Are you part of
a group in the
diocese? a parish? an
organisation? If so why
not start thinking about
how you can share
what you are doing
with others?
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Ossory Adult Faith Development
are working to put together
a celebratory weekend to
mark the Year of Faith
here in the diocese.
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