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Editorial
Welcome to the second edition of the Ossory Times.
We are delighted to bring this out as we approach the
Easter Season. What better time of the year to hear
Good News than in these Easter days... And once
again this issue of the Times is packed with Good News
stories.
Much is happening in our Church in these times with
the election of Pope Francis. But thankfully much is also
happening around the diocese and these pages are
an attempt to capture some of that activity. Whether
it is the care in St Columba’s, the cemetery services
in Ballyragget, the training of PPCs, the novena in St
John’s, the Parish Centre in St Canice’s or any of the
others stories in this edition we cant help but be grateful
for the life, energy and commitment of so many people
in our diocese who continue the work begun on that
first Easter morning when the first to see an empty tomb
ran to tell others. We too, and those represented by
these pages, are simply continuing that task.
Once again I would like to thank all those who made
this publication a reality, the editorial group of Eadaoin
Brennan, Kieran O’Shea and Michael Hogan, the Faith
Development group, and all those who contributed
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articles.
We hope you enjoy this publication. Comments,
suggestions and contributions are most welcome for
future editions. Articles or advertisements for upcoming
events can be sent to:
Ossory Adult Faith Development
St Kieran’s College,

Novena at
St John’s Parish...
see pages 42-46

College Road, Kilkenny.
Tel. 056-7753624 Email: afd@ossory.ie
It is hoped to produce the next issue of
this Newsletter in August. So if you have
something going on in your parish – take
notes and take pictures! Articles (which may
be edited) and advertisements for upcoming
events or celebrations should submitted
before June 30th.
The opinions expressed in the articles are those
of the contributors and not necessarily those of
the editors or the Diocese of Ossory.
Ossory Adult Faith Development
Tel 056 7753624
Email afd@ossory.ie
Web www.ossory.ie
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Faoi bhrat
Bhríde sinn!
During Catholic Schools Week 2013
(CSW) schools all over Ireland were
invited to celebrate and experience
the joy of being part of a loving
and caring Catholic community.
The week started on Sunday 27th
January and ran until Saturday 2nd
February. During this time schools
were encouraged to take time in
prayer, to give thanks for the gift of
faith, and to reflect on the witness
of christian life available to us in the
lives of Saints that we celebrate.
One such Saint is Brigid, whose Feast
Day is on 1st February 2013.
page 2

Errill N.S. on St Brigid’s Day

Errill N.S. pupils put their best foot forward for this
Feast Day, with a range of workshop activities
on the life St Brigid. Included were workstations
for sharing stories and legends, music, poems
and songs. We had a bread-making morning,
a workshop on making Brigid’s crosses and
one on making Brigid’s mantle bags on
February 1st CSW was concluded with a
special celebration in music, song and prayer
of St Brigid’s Day. Legend has it that St Brigid
travelled the countryside visiting the sick, the
poor, and the needy and that she walked the
fields of Ballybuggy in our own parish, where
to this very day there is a sacred prayer stone
and holy well associated with her. As the
school is central to the community of Errill we
invited parents and friends of our school to be
with us on St Brigid’s Day.
We explored with our visitors the symbol of St
Brigid’s mantle or cloak. Traditionally, the brat
bhríde, or Brigid’s cloak, was laid by families
outside before sunset on the eve of Brigid’s
Day and brought back in before sunrise.
Blessed by Brigid with dew, the cloth had
powers of healing and protection. It was kept
in a special place in the house and brought
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Ina Keane

out as needed when illness occurred. It was
also used on sick animals, especially cows and
sheep, for which Brigid had a special affinity.
We also explored the symbol of St Brigid’s cross
which has been carried down to us over the
centuries. St Brigid’s cross was made annually
from straw or rushes and hung above the
door. In pre-christian times, it was probably a
sun symbol and would have celebrated the
power of the goddess to bring back the light
at the celtic feast of Imbolc.
During our reflective prayertime our crosses
were blessed by Fr. McEvoy and distributed
to all present. We also followed the ancient
custom of leaving prayer ribbons on our
symbolic rag tree and holy Well to represent
our private intentions.

Schools all over Ireland were invited
to celebrate and experience the
joy of being part of a loving and
caring Catholic community

The mantle of Brigid about us, the memory
of Brigid within us, the protection of Brigid
keeping us from harm, from ignorance, from
heartlessness this day and night, from dawn till
dark, Ó maidin... go híoch...go crioch! Amen
For all who joined us this was an opportunity
to have a window into our school, and to see
how full of the joys of life our children are as
they work and play and pray together.

One poem written about St Brigid caught
our imaginations. Called The Giveaway it
depicted Brigid as a less than perfect but yet
loveable saint......
St Brigid was a problem child,
a loving lass, demure and mild,
although she strove to please her dad,
St Brigid drove the family mad.
For here’s the fault in Brigid lay she WOULD give everything away!
Before the day ended we shared with our
guests a cup of tea, some of St Brigid’s soda
bread and some Brigid’s bags, made from
pieces of St Brigid’s mantle which had been
made for each guest during the mantle
morning workshop. And so a new tradition is
born! Each Brigid Bag included....
• a toothpick – to remind us pick out all the
good qualities in others.
•

a rubber band – to remind us to be flexible
so god can stretch and expand us.

•

a plaster – to remind us to heal hurt
feelings, ours or someone else’s.

•

a lined piece of paper – to remind us to list
your blessings every day.

•

a mint – to remind us we are worth a mint
to our family and friends.

•

a tea Bag – to remind us to relax daily and
go over that list of blessings.

Errill N.S. on
St Brigid’s Day
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Donal Murphy, Brigid Byrne, Siobhan Healy

We felt we were doing ok.
Would we benefit from further
training?

Clara Parish
Pastoral Council Training

The members of Clara Parish Pastoral
Council recently completed two nights
training and planning with the Pastoral
Pastoral Council. This work with carried
out under the direction of Derek Dooley
from the Ossory Adult Faith Development
Group. Before we outline what was
involved in this training, our concerns,
our expectations and finally our
achievements we would like to give you a
brief outline of who we are and what we
do. Clara Parish Pastoral Council is one of
the longest running Pastoral Councils in
the Diocese of Ossory. Our members are
drawn from a wide cross section of Parish
Groups such as the Liturgy group, the
Altar Flower Group, St Vincent de Paul,
the Child Protection Group, the GAA and
Camogie clubs as well as parents along
with our Parish Priest Fr Larry O Keeffe. We
meet on average once a month from
January to June and from September to
December. We place a strong emphasis
on Community involvement in Church
activities with particular emphasis on
Christmas and Easter ceremonies. We hold
a Celebration Mass in May or June every
year where we invite all those involved
in Parish activities to come together to
celebrate our sense of Community, our
sense of belonging.
So I hear you asking why we needed
training when we have all these activities
going on. If we are honest that was our
initial reaction as well. This was a human
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enough reaction so before we committed
ourselves to training we decided to
invite Derek Dooley to our December
Parish Pastoral Council meeting where
we set aside twenty minutes for him to
make a presentation to us. Derek gave
us an insight of what was involved in the
training programme, his experiences from
having completed this training with a few
Parishes already and the possible benefits
to us if we were to do a similar training
programme. His logic, his common sense
approach and his easy friendly manner
put us at ease. We decided after his
presentation to go ahead with two nights
training in February 2013.
Having committed ourselves to the
training programme we decided that we
would make the most of it. As our first night
of training commenced we were full of
anticipation and if we were honest some
concerns as well. However with Derek’s
simplistic approach and easy manner
our fears were put to rest. Derek was very
clear that it was our training course and
that we should see him as just a facilitator
for our ideas. He made us focus on what
we were already doing in our Parish.
When he initially asked this question our
reaction was not much happens but with
Derek getting us to focus we realised
we had a lot going on. It would be fair
to say that our first lesson was to give
ourselves credit for what we already had
in place. Then we looked at areas where
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we might improve and we broke into two
groups to get us to come up with ideas
of other activities that would contribute
to our Parish. This was a most enjoyable
experience as a competitive edge
developed between the two groups as
to who had the better ideas.
For the second night’s training we
concentrated on setting targets for our
new ideas and giving responsibility to
various groups for the “what”, “who”, and
“when”. The “what” stood for the relevant
project, “who” stood for who was going to
do it and the “when” was the time frame
to do the project. All our target projects
were scheduled into different quarters.
These were all assimilated together and
we have produced a Pastoral Plan for
Clara Parish for 2013.The tasks that we
have set ourselves include, ascertaining
the views and needs of the youth in our
Parish, finding a more appropriate Mass
leaflet, updating our Parish Directory of
all the organisations and clubs within
the Parish, setting up a Parish website,
Faith formation for Eucharistic Ministers
and Ministers of the Word, setting up
a Children’s choir, organising a Parish
mission, organising a Parish social, form a
subcommittee to assess Housing Needs
for the Elderly and scope out requirement
for a Parish Centre. Quite an ambitious
programme from two nights training.
In summary we found the training a
worthwhile and an enjoyable experience.
It far exceeded our expectations and
this was due in no small way to the
efficient and easy manner in which Derek
conducted the two night’s training. We
as Clara Pastoral Council now have a
Parish Pastoral Plan to focus on and we
are confident that we will achieve many
if not all our targets.
Members of Clara Pastoral Council are
Fr Larry O Keeffe, Donal Murphy, Brigid
Byrne, Maura Hanrahan, Pauline Bergin,
Francis Foley, Brigid Nolan, Siobhan Healy,
Kathleen Pyke, Gerry Farrell, Michael
Boyd, and Diarmuid Healy.
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Bishop Séamus Freeman

much has been achieved. the
level of activity around the
Cathedral from the general public
has increased significantly

St Mary’s Cathedral
Restoration Project Update
Introduction
Good progress is being made on all
developments associated with St Mary’s
Cathedral. The numbers of people
visiting has increased significantly and
it is fast becoming a vibrant centre of
activity. I thank all those who have made
this possible and the efforts of so many to
make it happen.
Cathedral Bookshop and Chapter
House Tea Rooms
Both are up and running and performing
well. Thanks in particular to so many of you
who have made use of the Bookshop or
referred others to it. I think it is becoming
an important resource to the overall
spiritual well being of the Diocese. The Tea
Room is very popular and have helped
create a friendly atmosphere around
the Cathedral as well as increasing
the number of people visiting the site,
including the main Cathedral itself.
Blessed Sacrament Chapel
Significant progress has been made on
the Blessed Sacrament Chapel and all
going to plan; it should be completed by
the end of April. Completion will include
access from both Blackmill Street and
James’s Street as well an internally from
the Cathedral. Completion of the Blessed
Sacrament Chapel will be a key milestone
and will be a prayerful and quiet location
in the city centre for use by the faithful in
the Diocese.

St Mary’s Cathedral – Sanctuary
As many of you are aware we had to
remove the two pillars in the Sanctuary
to enable work to go ahead in the
Blessed Sacrament Chapel underneath.
Getting the Sanctuary right, including
the positioning of the main altar in due
course is, from my perspective, the
most important part of the Cathedral
renovation.
That is the reason I asked to have the
current altar removed including the
concrete underneath it, restoring the
original steps and flooring. This gives all
of us time to reflect over the next year or
so on what is best to do in the Sanctuary
and where to situate the altar. All ideas
welcome! This finishes any work within the
main Cathedral until fundraising is up and
running.
Storage
A challenge we are facing currently is
a lack of storage space for equipment,
chairs, other Cathedral needs such as
Christmas crib etc.
These were stored in the area now
occupied by the Tea Room. We do not
have the finance available as of now
to sort this issue but when we have, it is
proposed to extend an area out from
the current Tea Rooms to provide for the
necessary storage and also give some
extra space to the Tea Rooms to avoid
them having to use the kitchen attached
to the Chapter Room.
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St Mary’s Cathedral Oversight Committee
The Oversight Committee, comprising a broad range of people
covering many aspects of the project such as religious, pastoral,
cultural and business, have met on a number of occasions and are
advising me on the approach to the major fundraising effort. That
Committee is chaired by Billy Murphy and I thank them for their work
to date. They have looked at other large church based projects
completed both in Ireland and overseas to learn as much as we
can. As we all expected this is a challenging project in these difficult
economic circumstances, hence the reason for giving time to
getting it right. The Committee have already highlighted that getting
the Vision for the project clearly stated is the first step, followed by
a communications plan. They have also highlighted the need for
resources to run the complete project that may mean a person from
within the Diocese on a part or full time basis and/ or some outside
help to assist in planning the campaign. Important to note that the
actual raising of the funds will be for ourselves to do, resources will
be there to help plan, coordinate, prepare documentation and
have the proper systems to manage the project.
Good News!
As you are aware a broad estimate was made during the middle
of last year as to the overall potential cost of the project. This was
based on a very limited assessment of the structural condition of the
building. The engineering and other professional staff are carrying
out a detailed assessment of the complete building. They anticipate
that this work will take about three months. However from their
detailed surveys of the roof to date they are satisfied that it is in
far better condition than would have been expected, it appears
that maintenance work was carried out on the roof in the 1930s. It
is therefore expected that the overall cost will be significantly lower
than the original estimates. Also it is intended to look at how the
work can be phased in a sensible way.
Summary
Thanks to all of you, much has been achieved. The level of activity
around the Cathedral from the general public has increased
significantly; it is now becoming a busy place. In a couple of months
hopefully the Blessed Sacrament Chapel will be available. In this
Year of faith all of this has to be positive. The next phase on the
main Cathedral is now dependent on fundraising and the Oversight
Committee is working hard to get this off the ground. I would
hope that over the next couple of months significant progress will
commence in this regard. Finally thanks again to everyone for your
support, good wishes and willingness to help in so many ways.
Let us continue to prayer for one another.
With every blessing of the Lord to each and every one of you.
Bishop Séamus Freeman, SAC.
15th March 2013
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Fr Michael Shortall

MORALITY MATTERS

Give me a crash course in
… the current
abortion debate
As if it came from nowhere. Suddenly, there are storms of protest and a
confusion of claims and counter-claims: so much so that it can be difficult to
understand what is going on sometimes!
In a way, you are right. On 28th October 2012,
a young Indian woman, Savita Halapanavaar,
died tragically, due to complications in her early
pregnancy, sparking into life again the on-going
debate on abortion in Ireland. The full details of
what happened have yet to come out into the
open because various inquiries are underway.
But the basic question it has raised is whether
her pregnancy could have been terminated
before she died – either on permissible medical
grounds or at her request. However, this issue
would have come to the fore anyway due to a
second reason.
And what was that? A little later, in November,
the government received a long awaited report.
The report offered options to the government
on how best to respond to the adjudications of
The European Court of Justice in the A, B and
C cases. In these cases, the Irish Government
was challenged under article 8 of The European
Convention on Human Rights (The Right to
Respect for Private and Family Life) for not
providing for abortion. The Court found there
was no direct right to abortion under this article
but that the Irish Government had fallen short in
providing adequate procedures to help women
understand exactly what are their rights. In
short it wants to clarify things after the problems
caused by the X case.
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So many cases! Please remind me again of
the X case? In 1992, a 14 year-old girl, known
as X, who became pregnant from rape, was
threatened with legal action for travelling to
England to obtain an abortion. It was claimed
that she required an abortion because otherwise
she would take her own life. The Irish Supreme
Court judged at the time that an abortion was
indeed permissible.
But I thought a prolife amendment was put
in the Irish Constitution! In 1982, the twelfth
amendment was added to the Constitution. It
states:
The State acknowledges the right to
life of the unborn and, with due regard
to the equal right to life of the mother,
guarantees in its laws to respect, and, as
far as practicable, by its laws to defend
and vindicate that right
(Article 40.3.3).
The issue in the X case revolved, in part, on
whether the risk of suicide was indeed a
significant threat to the life of the mother.
The Irish Supreme Court ruled that it was; so
abortion in such circumstances is in accord
with the above amendment. The ruling put a
responsibility on the Government to legislate
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accordingly, which as we have seen the European Court of
Justice said the Government has failed to do. This is what is
known as ‘legislating for X’ and is focus of the current debate.
To be fair, a referendum to address the issue was held in 2002
but it failed narrowly.
Err, so abortion is freely available in Ireland? Well, as you
know, it is not. To a large degree this is because the gap in
the law doesn’t provide any parameters, and the current
medical guidelines and practice do not permit it. Now that
the Government is considering the issue the debate is raging
over whether and how to enact new legislation and what to
put in it.
And so here we are at the present in the middle of
the storm! Yes, passions are running high, which is
understandable because it is such a sensitive issue. If the
government legislates too broadly then the door is open for
abortion on demand, for if the claim to suicidal tendencies
is all that is required then abortion is permissible to anyone
who would make that claim. This is the fear of the pro-life
side and the desire of the pro-choice side.
Can the government legislate far more narrowly? At
this point, it is hard to say. But, one important legislative
framework that needs addressing is highlighted by the
Savita case, mentioned earlier. According to the Catholic
moral tradition, a medical procedure that resulted in the
termination of her unborn child could have been carried out
if it was the only possible way to save to her life and it was
not a direct killing of the unborn. In the words of the Irish
Bishops,
The Catholic Church recognises a vital moral
distinction between medical intervention to save the
life of a mother and abortion. Abortion, understood
as the direct and intentional killing of an unborn
child in the womb, is never morally permissible. This
is because directly and intentionally taking the life of
any innocent person is never morally acceptable.
In fact, such interventions already happen in Ireland
– although very rarely. Some reports suggest that the
interventions are not consistent, and this may have been so
in the Savita case. If the distinction were recognised in the
new legislation, supplemented by medical guidelines, it
could provide guidance and protection for doctors and so
further support one of the safest systems in the world for
pregnant women.
As for the substantive issues, the basic position “based on
human reason and affirmed by Sacred Scripture is that the
life of a mother and her unborn baby are both sacred.”
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Fr Tom Murphy

A Good
News Story

It’s amazing the way God works
and how the generosity of a
group of people from Kilkenny
can effect the life of many
Thulani Gubula

After the 2002 All-Ireland hurling final the
Kilkenny hurlers went on a team holiday to
South Africa. I was lucky enough to have
had the privilege of being with them.
While there, on the 17th January 2003, a
group of us visited one of the townships.
As part of this tour we visited a hospice
which was set up to help those suffering
from aids. We celebrated Mass there and
met a young man Thulanj Gubula who
was working there. He did the readings,
sang the psalm and spoke. This man
made a big impression on the group.
In conversation afterwards he said that
his wish was to be a priest but he could
not give himself to this as his parents
were dependent on what he earned
to survive. On hearing this some of our
group suggested that we might be able
to give some help. Before the bus even
got back to the hotel many people had
contributed and pledged €100 apiece.
Later many others who were not on the
trip contributed. A fund was established
and help was given.
As a result of this support and the
generosity of people Thulanj went to the
seminary and was ordained a priest on
Saturday 15th December in the Cathedral
in Queenstown. To mark the occasion and
to express thanks to God and to people
of Kilkenny for their generosity a Mass was
celebrated in St Fiacre’s Church Kilkenny
just before Christmas.
It’s amazing the way God works and how
the generosity of a group of people from
Kilkenny can effect the life of one and
in fact, please God, many so far away.
Congratulations to all involved.
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Fr Terence Crotty

Shining lights
in St John’s Gospel

BIBLE MATTERS

Before I became a Dominican I once
went holidaying in the south of France
in January with some of my family. On
the way home we arrived by train in
Paris before dawn on January the 6th.
Previously we had looked up Mass times
in a certain church, which I swore was
at 7 a.m. My brother thought it was 7.30
but, oh no, I insisted it was at 7, so we
half-ran-half-walked across Paris to get
there, sweating and cold at the same
time when, just as we approached the
church I remember saying to myself, “I
have no idea why I thought Mass was
at 7.” This last minute breach in my selfconfidence proved right, so we waited in
the shivering January cold until, at the last
minute before 7.30, the priest opened the
door. This is what happens when you’re
certain, but you shouldn’t be. My brother
and sister never mentioned it, but I have
never forgotten. Half an hour of shivering
in the cold gave me enough time to
decide never to credit myself too much
again.
St. John’s Gospel is full of people like me,
who think they know it all, until they are
introduced to Jesus. Meeting the Lord,
they think he is crazy but he turns the
tables on them and the light goes on in
their heads. “The true light was coming
into the world,” says St. John in the
opening lines of his Gospel. And, to prove
the point St. John shows us a comedy
sketch, one character after another, in
black and white, the black of human
ignorance and the white of the light of
Christ.
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Cue character one, Nathanael the future
apostle, who thinks that because Jesus
comes from Nazareth he’s a loser: “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?”
(Jn 1:46). Nathanael knows it all, and
what could he be taught by someone
from Nazareth? Jesus catches him exactly
where he needs it: if Nathanael thinks that
location is everything, Jesus miraculously
tells him exactly where he was located
himself, under the fig tree. “Rabbi,” he
says, open-mouthed and stunned, “you
are the Son of God, you are the King of
Israel.”
Nicodemus lavishes praise on Jesus when
he comes to see him by night (Jn 3:2).
And Jesus tells him, You must be born
again. Well, says Nicodemus, that’s a
laugh, “How can a man be born when
he is old? Can he enter a second time
into his mother’s womb and be born?”
(Jn 3:4). Nicodemus, thinking Jesus had
something to offer him, isn’t too sure now.
So what does Jesus do? He turns the
tables and speaks so much to Nicodemus
of being born again of water and the
Spirit that Nicodemus gets lost: he came
at night and goes out completely in the
dark. But at the end of the Gospel, when
Jesus has been crucified, he will go in the
full light of day to bury him with dignity:
in Jesus’ death Nicodemus has emerged
out of the dark.
The Samaritan woman comes, swinging
her hips, up to the well. Jesus, chatting
her up, offers her “living water.” “You
don’t have a bucket, mister, and the well
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is deep” (Jn 4:11). We can almost hear her add,
“Who are you fooling, you funny Jew?” And
Jesus, cool as a breeze, tells her history in one
sentence. St. Thérèse of Lisieux used to have the
gift of reading people’s thoughts and one day
exactly read the secret thoughts of a novice
nun in her community: “She looked at me as if
I had just jumped down from the moon!” she
writes. Imagine the Samaritan woman’s big
round eyes at the shock of having her history
known by this complete stranger. But the moral
is the same, “Don’t think you understand better
than Jesus: if you do, he’ll shine the light on you,
since he is the light.”
In 1975 Susan Bujnak stood with a Catholic
friend in St. Patrick’s, New York, and asked
what people were doing over there: hearing
they were praying to Jesus in the Eucharist she
said “They’re praying to a piece of bread?”
Her friend tried to explain. She goes on, “The
thought made me ill. We left with me looking
askance at my friend.” But, “One week later,
I was talking about sewing machine sales,
when Christ broke in” and the penny dropped.
And I believed. “Anyone who has had this
experience knows that you just can’t make it
up; it’s out of your control.” This is a “St. John’s
Gospel experience” in modern life. The light
shone, “And I believed.”1
This theme throughout the Gospel makes the
exception stand out as clear as day: amidst all
those who think they know better than Jesus
because they don’t understand, who does
understand? Mary. She appears twice, at the
beginning and at the end of the Gospel. When
they run out of wine at the wedding she says
it to Jesus; he brushes her off; she takes no
heed. “Do whatever he tells you,” she says to
the servants. And because she understands
enough to do this, she ushers in his first “sign”
and the wine begins to flow. During the years
of their life together in Nazareth, what has she
seen from him to make her so sure? We don’t
know. All we know is that she has seen the light
and it has shone in her life.
1 The story is taken from Susan Bujnak in Donna
Steichen, ed., Chosen: How Christ sent twentythree Surprised Converts to replant his Vineyard,
Ignatius Press 2009.
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Ballyragget Walk of Faith

At a graveside in Ballyouskill
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St Patrick’s Church Choir

Fr Tom Murphy and the Blessing of the Candle
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Ger Cahill

Behind these celebrations was
to remember, acknowledge and
thank the faithful departed for
their great contribution

Walk of Faith
On Sunday 24th February, Services
of Thanksgiving were held at St
Finnian’s Cemetry Ballyragget and
at the Graveyard in Ballyouskill.
These Services were held as part of St.
Patricks Parish Lenten programme in
this The Year of Faith. The motivation
behind these celebrations was
to remember, acknowledge and
thank the faithful departed for their
great contribution in fostering and
handing on “The Faith”.
The service began after 10
o’clock Mass in St Patrick’s Church
Ballyragget with the lighting of a
candle and the blessing of water.
These were brought in procession
in a Walk of Faith to St Finnian’s
Cemetry
where
the
service
continued with Very Rev. Thomas
Canon Murphy P.P. officiating.
During the service the graves of the
faithful departed were sprinkled
with the blessed water. The parish

choir were also in attendance and
provided wonderful music to add
to the liturgy.
At Ballyouskill Graveyard a similar
service began with the recitation
of The Angelus at 12 o’clock, Very
Rev. Thomas Canon Murphy P.P.
lead the prayer during which
the lighted candle and blessed
water were brought in symbolic
procession around the Church of
the Assumption and the graveyard.
The graves of the faithful departed
were sprinkled with the holy water.
The service concluded with the
following prayer: May the holy and
eternal Trinity grant to the living,
grace to the departed, rest and to
the world, peace.
All involved found the celebrations
very moving and enjoyable. It
is good to remember and even
better to give thanks!

Blessing of the graves in Ballyouskill

page 17

ossory times

march 2013

Bishop Freeman and members
of St Canice’s Parish Community celebrate the
opening of the new parish centre at 19 Dean Street

St Canice’s Parish Centre
The opening of the new Parish Centre
at St Canice’s parish in the city by
Bishop Freeman in December 2012
was a milestone in the journey of this
vibrant parish. The Pastoral Council had
developed a vision for a Pastoral Centre
based on the ‘parish as a community of
people working together to advance
each individual in the understanding of
Christ’s message, supporting each other
in daily life, and offering an example of
the Christian way’. ‘Through the centre
there would be a reaching out to all in
St Canice’s community’. From the vision
of the Pastoral Council the services to
be offered by the Pastoral Centre were
identified including ongoing adult religion
formation, preparation for receiving
sacraments, meeting point for young and
elderly, social gatherings and celebrations,
counselling services, parish office and
meeting place for all parish committees.
A new build centre was proposed but
due to the economic downturn this
was deferred and the Pastoral Council
requested that alternative solutions be
identified. Out of this exercise the use
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of the vacant pharmacy building at 19
Dean Street for a 10 year period was most
generously donated to the parish by the
MacEneaney family.
A volunteer project coordinator reporting
to the Pastoral Council was appointed.
Outline plans were developed for the fit
out of the two storey building based on the
needs identified earlier, put on display for
comment by the parish community, and
then agreed by the Pastoral Council. The
project coordinator delivered the project
based on a three element contract;
functionality as outlined in the outline
drawings, cost and completion date. The
centre was open for business within 7
months of initiation.
Since its official opening the Parish
Centre has facilitated many groups and
individuals. It provides an ideal venue
for meetings, sacramental preparation,
administration of the parish and most
importantly it offers a space where
parishioners and visitors are welcomed
in a spirit of Christian hospitality.  Among
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James Kelly and Fr Kieran O’Shea

the groups who regularly utilise the Parish
Centre are the Pastoral Council, the
Finance Committee, our Liturgy Group
and parents involved in sacramental
preparation
of
children
for
First
Communion and Confirmation. Currently
it hosts many of our Lenten initiatives
including our lectio divina and Lenten
discussion groups. Those wishing to meet
the priests of the parish in a pastoral
context will also find the Parish Centre
a convenient and comfortable setting.
Baptisms, weddings, anniversaries, the
celebration of Masses and other faith
celebrations are booked through the
parish office, staffed by Margret our Parish
Secretary and an enthusiastic team of
volunteers. Wi-Fi enabled and with the
necessary IT infrastructure installed, St
Canice’s Parish Centre meets the needs
of a contemporary parish community
and offers audio visual and other facilities
which can be used to communicate
information more effectively and offer
more exciting ways of forming people in
faith in the parish environment. We hope
that in the months and years ahead it will
continue to evolve as a centre of faith and
welcome for all our parish community

St Canice’s Parish Centre
meets the needs of a
contemporary parish
community
Parish Secretary, Margaret Logue, in the new parish
office located at St Canice’s Parish Centre

The recenty opened St Canice’s
Parish Centre on Dean Street
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Fr Martin Delaney

parents are the first teachers
of their child in the
ways of faith

Helping parents get
involved Do This In Memory
What is Do This in Memory?
Do This in Memory is a parish based
programme of preparation for children
who are going to celebrate their First Holy
Communion or First Eucharist. It includes a
set of resources and materials which helps
parents and the parish community to get
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more involved as the children prepare for
the sacrament.
Experience has shown that when provided
with such accessible materials and invited
to take an active role, parents and those
involved in parish leadership are only too
willing to accept the invitation.
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Why do we need a programme like
Do This in Memory?

being used in some parishes in England,
Scotland and The United States.

For many years the common perception
and reality was that children prepare
for First Communion and First Confession
in school and that it was the primary
responsibility of their teachers to ensure
that they were properly prepared. In
fairness, generations of teachers have
done an excellent job at preparing
children for the sacraments. It is fair to
say that many parents and priests were
happy to leave it to the teachers and the
school to prepare the children. In effect
this meant that the parents and the priests
became only seriously involved towards
the end of the preparation and basically
followed the direction of the teachers.
Despite this reality the church has always
held that ‘parents are the first teachers
of their child in the ways of faith’. Good
catechetical practice would strongly
suggest that the best chance for good
religious formation in the life of a child is
when the parents, teachers and parish
community/priests work together.

What is involved in Do This in
Memory?

Where did Do This in Memory come
from?
In 2002 Maeve Mahon who is the diocesan
advisor for primary schools in the Diocese
of Kildare and Leighlin and Fr. Martin
Delaney, who held a similar position in
the Diocese of Ossory decided to try
and develop a process or a programme
of preparation for First Communion and
First Confession which would ensure
the active involvement of parents and
parish. Originally the intention was to
produce a set of resources for use in
the two neighbouring dioceses. Two
years later Veritas publications came on
board and now the programme, which
became known as Do This in Memory
is used in every diocese in Ireland. In
the last six years over 150,000 families
have taken part in the programme and
this year more than 40,000 Irish families
who are preparing for First Communion
are involved. The programme is also

Do This in Memory is based on the simple
premise that when parents work in tandem
with the parish and the school, children
reap enormous benefits. The programme
outlines parental
responsibility in
transmitting the Faith but appreciates
that some parents feel uncomfortable
in this role and so it provides practical
structures and attainable targets which
support the children, parents, teacher
and priest in the process. At the beginning
of the school year the parents of children
making First Eucharist meet with the priest.
The teacher may or may not be involved
with this meeting.
At this initial gathering the nature of the
programme is outlined and an invitation
for everyone to become involved is
issued. A small group of volunteer parents
lead the organisation of the programme
in the parish and they liaise with others
in planning ten monthly Sunday liturgies
between late September and late
June. Patricia Kieran, a parent whose
three children have participated in the
programme commented on the aspect
of parental involvement as follows “The
programme’s capacity to recruit is
remarkably effective and it is noteworthy
that many of the organising parents have
little previous involvement with the parish.
This does not diminish their effectiveness
and in some ways serves to enhance it.
They bring new skills, fresh enthusiasm
and a capacity to move beyond
conventional parish boundaries to their
task. Parents are dedicated to their
children and this programme capitalises
on their readiness to provide the best
programme of sacramental preparation
possible for them” The Furrow May 2009
Every month this planning group of
parents meets with the priest to plan the
liturgy which will be one of the regular
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Sunday parish Masses. With the help
of the programme manual, the group
identifies key tasks for other parents and
children to perform during the liturgy. The
organising group then begins to recruit
families to carry out the tasks. As the year
progresses all families will have taken
some active role at least once. A monthly
newsletter called Grapevine contains
simple ideas and resources to help
families prepare at home. Central to the
home based preparation is the creation
of a ‘sacred space’ within the home. This
is a dedicated space which evolves as
the year of preparation progresses and
it can reflect the various themes of the
programmne eg. In November some
memorial cards of family members might
be placed there to remind the family to
pray for them. In February it might be a St.
Brigid’s cross and so on.
Patricia Kieran further comments that “The
main consequence of this programme

is that it has extended the boundaries
of parental and parish participation in
sacramental preparation and it has led
to a more inclusive, collaborative and
democratic approach” Another parent
from Gowran wrote some years ago
about her family’s experience of taking
part in Do this in Memory: “I sat in our
church on Sunday for our daughter’s
First Holy Communion with fifteen very
relaxed, happy children and their families
and their community. The months of
preparation showed through and I knew
for definite that this is the church I want to
live with and this is the faith I want to pass
on. We have come a long way from when
children were fearful, when parents were
agitated and when teachers and priests
were strict and forbidding. This Sunday
we were part of the ceremony….not a
show piece. This is real and there are no
spectators; there are only participants” I
cant improve on that!

Taize 2013

Ossory Diocesan Youth Pilgrimage
1st-8th April 2013

Further information
contact
Fr Willie Purcell
087 6286858
or
Ms Maureen Brennan
Ossory Youth
Tel. 056-7761200
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Friday 10th
Saturday 11th
Sunday 12th

Saturday 11th May
11.00am

Passion symbols in Ossory with Ms Siobhan de h’Oir. Siobhain is a longtime member of the Royal Society
of Antiquaries and has written on many local history topics. She has had a specific interest in the Passion
Symbols, especially in the Diocese of Ossory.

11.30am

Parish liturgies without a priest with Fr Martin Tobin. Martin is a priest of the diocese, following his ordination
in 1986 he spent two years in the Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle before returning to take up pastoral duties
in Ossory. He is presently in Clogh/Moneenroe. He is a member of the Diocesan Liturgy Committee.

11.30am

A pilgrimage of faith - A reflective walking tour of the Churches of Kilkenny City led by Fr Jim Murphy.
Jim is a priest of the diocese and grew up in poulgour. He was ordained in 1972. Jim is serving in St Canice’s
parish and has travelled extensively around the world in his work as president of the Jesus Caritas Fraternity of
Priests.

11.45am

The youth and our church: a future walked together - A workshop exploring the possibilities of
encouraging young people to take an active part in the life of the church with Fr Willie Purcell. Willle is a
priest of the Diocese of Ossory. He is currently Director of Vocations in the Diocese and in 2011 was appointed
National Vocations Coordinator. He holds a masters degree in theology with a specialisation in Liturgy.

12 noon

The role of justice and charity in facing the current economic crisis with Dr Suzanne Mulligan. Suzanne
is a lecturer in the Department of Moral Theology at the Pontifical University, Maynooth. She has also lectured
at the Milltown Institute, Dublin. Her research interests include the HIV/AIDS pandemic in the Developing World,
Catholic Social Teaching, and Christian approaches to war and conflict.

1.00pm

Jesus: model and teacher of prayer in Luke with Rev Dr Fergus O’Fearghaill. Fergus was ordained for
the diocese in 1974 and following ordination he completed his doctorate in scripture in the biblicum, Rome. He
lectures in Mater Dei in Dublin and in Carlow College. While continuing his research he also currently works as
diocesan archivist.

2-5pm

A time for prayer: an opportunity for a prayer, confession or a chat with a priest in the college chapel
with Fr Ray Dempsey and other priests of the diocese. Ray is a priest of the diocese and was ordained
in 1997. He has served in several parishes in the diocese and holds a masters in Spirituality and Spiritual
Direction.

2.00pm

Blessed are those who die in the Lord – A music worshop exploring the use of music in the parish
context of celebrating the liturgy of Christian Burial: The Rite of Reception of the Body at the Church
and The Funeral Mass with Fr Richard Scriven. A native of Callan, Richard was ordained in 1984 and has
worked in St Kieran’s College, parishes in England and Ireland. Richard has always had a keen interest in
liturgical music working with choirs at parish, college and diocesan level.

2.00pm

The heritage (archives, plate, vestments, pictures) assembled at St Kieran’s College with Mr John
Kirwin. John a native of Inistioge, holds an MA in History and Archaeology from UCD. He has had many articles
on local history published over the years in a variety of journals. His most recent work was ‘Kilkenny Families in
the Great war which he did with his cousin, Niall R. Brannigan.

3.00pm

The Eucharist in Scripture with Ms Olivia Maher. Olivia is from the parish of Tullaroan. She has completed
a Masters in Theology with Scripture as her major area of interest. Olivia currently teaches religion in CBS
Kilkenny and on the Certificate of Theological Studies at St Kieran’s College. She is also a member of the
Ossory Adult Faith Development group and the Diocesan Forum.

3.00pm

Morality: what’s the point of it all? with Rev Dr Michael Shortall. Michael, a native of Castlecomer and
a past pupil of St Kieran’s, is a priest of the Dublin diocese, has his Doctorate in Moral Theology from the
Gregorian University. He lectures in moral theology at Maynooth College, while helping out at the Parish of
Saggart, Rathcoole and Brittas.

3.30pm

Go forth, the Mass is ended: Stories that will provide food for the journey with Fr Martin Delaney. Martin
Delaney is a priest of the Diocese of Ossory. He is co-author of Do This in Memory a parish based programme
in preparation for First Eucharist. Martin is Parish Priest of Rathdowney County Laois and chair of the council
of priests.

4.00pm

Surmising on suffering: Some reflections on the Cross in the life of the disciple of Christ with Rev Dr
Gearoid Dullea. Gearoid is a priest of the Diocese of Cork and Ross and currently works as Secretary of the
Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference. He has previously worked in a parish in Cork and, following postgraduate
studies, as a hospital chaplain. In 2008 he underwent major surgery for a serious illness.
Workshops may be subject to change. continued on page 26 >>
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TIME
8.00pm

Liam Lawton Concert with Unity Singer

TIME

FULL
Programme
of Events
Workshops may be subject to change.

Friday 10th
Saturday 11th
Sunday 12th
may 2013

Ossory
Adult Faith Development
Tel: 056-7753624
Email: afd@ossory.ie
Web: www.ossory.ie
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10.00am

U8’s hurling blitz (Match Refs Kilkenny S

11.00am

Opening of the Stalls and Expo at St K
diocese, different organisations and grou

11.00am

Passion symbols in Ossory with Ms Siob

11.00am

First round of the public speaking compe

11.30am

Parish liturgies without a priest with Fr M

11.30am

A pilgrimage of faith - A reflective walking

11.45am

The youth and our church: a future walke

12 noon

The role of justice and charity in facing th

12-5pm

Children’s activities available from 12-5p

12.15pm

A tour of the heritage & faith in St Canice

1.00pm

Jesus: model and teacher of prayer in Lu

1.15pm

A tour of St Mary’s Cathedral: A history u

1-3pm

U8’s hurling blitz (Match Ref’s Kilkenny S

1-6pm

Adoration in St Kieran’s College

2-5pm

Time for prayer: An opportunity for a pray
Fr Ray Dempsey and other priests.

2.00pm

Second Round Public Speaking.

2.00pm

Blessed are those who die in the Lord –

2.00pm

The heritage (archives, plate, vestment
Kirwin

3.00pm

Eucharist in Scripture - A reflection on the
in the Christian tradition in Scripture (Oliv

3.00pm

Morality: what’s the point of it all? with Fr

3.30pm

Go forth, the Mass is ended: Stories that

4.00pm

Surmising on suffering: Some reflections
Dullea

4.00pm

Viewing “The Secret of Kells” with a Q&
studying art in secondary school and co

4.15pm

Public Speaking Final.

4.30pm

The Catholic School: learning, teaching a

4.30pm

How beautiful are the feet of those who b
of the reader with Ms Julie Kavanagh.

4.30pm

Meditations with Ms Christine Kelly.

6.00pm 	

Expo closes.

8.00pm

Concert - String Quartet in the Chapter H
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FRIDAY 10TH MAY

rs, St Mary’s Cathedral. Doors open 7pm.

SATURDAY 11TH MAY

TIME

SUNDAY 12TH MAY

Senior Hurlers. Medal Presentation Brian Cody).

2.00pm

Expo opens.

Kieran’s College: stalls of diocesan parishes, religious in the
ups.

2-5pm 	

Children’s activities available from
12-5pm Sunday.

bhan de h’Oir.

2-4pm

U8’s Camogie Blitz (Match Ref’s
Kilkenny Senior Camogie players.
Medal
Presentation
Angela
Downey).

2.30pm

Walking, building and professing
while sitting around a table - the
challenge to Parish Pastoral
Councils today with Mr Dermot
McCarthy.

2.30pm

Viewing “The Secret of Kells” with
a Q&A session with the director
Tomm Moore (Offered to primary
school children and families).

2-5pm

Time for prayer: An opportunity
for a prayer, confession or a chat
with a priest in the college chapel
with Fr Ray Dempsey and other
priests of the diocese.

3.00pm

The year of God’s favour: Luke’s
Gospel and debt forgiveness with
Ms Jane Mellett.

3.00pm 	

A pilgrimage of faith - A reflective
walking tour of the Churches of
Kilkenny City with Fr Jim Murphy.

3.30pm

Producing a CD - with Fr Eamonn
O’Gorman.

4.00pm

Why belief is the most reasonable
response to reality with Mr John
Waters.

4.00pm

Baptism in today’s world with Fr
Willie Purcell.

2.30pm

A tour of St Mary’s Cathedral: A
history unfolding.

3.30pm

A tour of
Cathedral.

4.30pm

Meditations with Ms Christine
Kelly.

5.00pm
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Friday 10th
Saturday 11th
Sunday 12th

4.00pm

Viewing “The Secret of Kells” (nominated for the best animated feature film award Oscars 2010) - with
a Q&A session with the director Tomm Moore (Offered to students studying art in secondary school
and College). Tomm founded Cartoon Saloon In 1999 with Paul Young while studying animation at Ballyfermot
Senior College, Dublin. Having completed his first feature film “The Secret of Kells”, Tomm is currently working
on his latest feature film “The Song of the Sea” which is due for release in 2014.

4.30pm

The Catholic School: learning, teaching and leading with Mgr James Cassin. Jim, a priest of the diocese
and was ordained in 1972. Having served as President of St Kieran’s College and lectured in Moral Theology
there. Jim currently works as Executive Secretary of the Bishops’ Education Commission.

4.30pm

How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’ (Romans 10:15) – The ministry and privilege
of the Reader with Ms Julie Kavanagh. Julie is a member of the Kildare and Leighlin Faith Development
Services with particular responsibility for liturgy and parish ministry. She is also a member of the Council for
Liturgy (Bishops’ Conference) and is on the panel of lecturers for the National Centre for Liturgy.

4.30pm

Meditations with Ms Christine Kelly. Christine holds an M.A in Pastoral Care Chaplaincy Experience. She
has served as a Parish Pastoral Worker n the diocese and works extensively with the retreat team of Peace in
Christ. Chris has co-authored the book: The Art of Stillness.

Sunday 12th May
2.30pm

Walking, building and professing while sitting around a table - the challenge to Parish Pastoral Councils
today with Mr Dermot McCarthy. Dermot chairs the boards of All Hallows College and St Andrew’s Resource
Centre and is a member of the boards of St Patrick’s College and the Irish School of Ecumenics Trust. A former
civil servant, he is the chair of the Pastoral Council in his parish in Dublin.

2.30pm

Viewing “The Secret of Kells” (nominated for the best animated feature film award Oscars 2010) - with
a Q&A session with the director Tomm Moore (Offered to primary school children with a different focus
to the previous day’s showing). Tomm founded Cartoon Saloon In 1999 with Paul Young while studying
animation at Ballyfermot Senior College, Dublin. Having completed his first feature film “The Secret of Kells”,
Tomm is currently working on his latest feature film “The Song of the Sea” which is due for release in 2014.

2-5pm

Time for prayer: An opportunity for a prayer, confession or a chat with a priest in the college chapel with
Fr Ray Dempsey and other priests of the diocese. Ray is a priest of the diocese and was ordained in 1997.
He has served in several parishes in the diocese and holds a masters in Spirituality and Spiritual Direction.

3.00pm

The year of God’s favour: Luke’s Gospel and debt forgiveness with Ms Jane Mellett. Jane is a Parish
Pastoral Worker in the Archdiocese of Dublin and is based in the parishes of Cherry Orchard and Ballyfermot
Assumption. A native of Carlow, she holds Masters in both Theology (St. Patrick’s College Maynooth;
specialisation in Scripture) and Development Studies (Kimmage DSC, Dublin) and has taught Religious Studies
in Southampton (UK).

3.00pm 	

A pilgrimage of faith - A reflective walking tour of the Churches of Kilkenny City led by Fr Jim Murphy.
Jim is a priest of the diocese and grew up in Poulgour. He was ordained in 1972. Jim is serving in St Canice’s
parish and has travelled extensively around the world in his work as president of the Jesus Caritas Fraternity of
Priests.

3.30pm

Producing a CD - a workshop for parishes and choirs on how to produce a CD of their music with Fr
Eamonn O’Gorman. Eamonn is a priest of the diocese and was ordained in 1981. Eamonn as well as having
taught in St Kieran’s and served as chaplain there, has served in several parishes in the diocese. Eamonn is a
gifted musician and has great expertise with the interface of technology and music.

4.00pm

Why belief is the most reasonable response to reality with Mr John Waters. John was born in Castlerea,
Co Roscommon, in 1955. As a journalist, magazine editor and columnist, he has specialised in raising unpopular
issues of public importance, including the repression of Famine memories and the denial of rights to fathers.
John, a recognised author, has written plays for radio and stage.

4.00pm

Baptism in today’s world - a look at the celebration of the sacrament of Baptism in the church today
(offered to parents and baptismal teams in the diocese) with Fr Willie Purcell. Willie is a priest of the
Diocese of Ossory. He is currently Director of Vocations in the Diocese and in 2011 was appointed National
Vocations Coordinator. He holds a masters degree in theology with a specialisation in Liturgy.

4.30pm

Meditations with Ms Christine Kelly. Christine holds an M.A in Pastoral Care Chaplaincy Experience. She has
served as a Parish Pastoral Worker n the diocese and works extensively with the retreat team of Peace in Christ.
Chris has co-authored the book: The Art of Stillness.
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Pope Francis
There is no doubt but Pope
Francis is a humble man who
cares deeply for others

With the election of Pope Francis,
the College of Cardinals has taken
a step forward in the direction of
a more global Catholic Church,
Boston College theologians have
noted.
Francis, born Jorge Mario Bergoglio
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, is the first
Jesuit to become pope, as well as
the first pope from South America.
Although he was reportedly runner
up to Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger
in the last papal election, he was
not initially considered a serious
candidate for the papacy during
this conclave, mostly due to his age
— he is 76 years old. His election
occurred on only the second day
of the papal conclave, much faster
than many were expecting given
the unique nature of Pope Benedict
XVI’s resignation.
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Initial reactions at BC to Bergoglio’s
selection have been both surprised and
excited.
“It’s a major surprise,” said Rev. Liam
Bergin, a priest of Ossory who is working
as an adjunct professor in the theology
department and who taught in Rome
at the Pontifical Gregorian University for
24 years. “I would say the one question
people will have as the dust settles is
his age.” Bergin was quick to point out,
however, that Pope John XXIII, the pope
who called for the historic Second Vatican
Council, was 78 years old when he was
elected.
Richard Gaillardetz who spoke in Ossory
earlier this year and who is the President
elect of the Catholic Theological Society
of America, said the selection of an older
pope — while surprising — is a strategic
move. “Although he is the first Jesuit and
the first pope from Latin America, I am
most surprised that the conclave elected
a man who is 76 years old,” Gaillardetz
said. “My suspicion is that his somewhat
advanced age is a way of hedging bets
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As a cardinal, Bergoglio —
the son of immigrant, working
class parents — is said to have
maintained a simple lifestyle

against the bold move of electing a pope
from the global south.”
The selection of a pope from South
America is unprecedented, and many
have speculated that it is a move toward
a more global church.
Bergoglio’s selection of the name Francis is
also considered significant — reminiscent
of St Francis of Assisi’s rebuilding of the
church during a time of corruption and
scandal, as well as his dedication to
humility and simplicity. It is also the first
time since the 900’s, excepting Pope
John Paul I, that an elected cardinal has
selected a new papal name, potentially
signaling a new era for the church.
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“St Francis of Assisi lived in a very troubled
time in the church, when there was a
need to return to the purity of the gospel
and to a simple way of living, and it seems
obvious that that is what inspires the pope
as he begins,” Bergin said. “Francis, in that
great vision he had in front of the cross
— the cross spoke to him, saying ‘rebuild
my church,’ and that was the motto for
Francis all his life. Bergoglio, I’m sure, is
making that his motto too.”
As a cardinal, Bergoglio — the son of
immigrant, working class parents — is said
to have maintained a simple lifestyle:
living in his own small apartment, taking
the bus, and cooking his own meals. It is
a simplicity that seems to be continuing in
these early days of his papacy.
Francis is known for being a theological
conservative, and many have predicted
little change in the most popular issues,
like same-sex marriage and women’s
ordination, during his papacy. Unlike his
predecessor, Bergoglio is not known for
being a powerhouse theologian. Rather,
he is seen by many as a pragmatic
problem solver, a quality many hope he
will apply to his role as Vicar of Christ.
During his time as Archbishop of Buenos
Aires, Bergoglio dealt extensively with
issues relating to the large poor Catholic
population of Argentina where he
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worked tirelessly for the promotion of
social justice.
There is no doubt but Pope Francis is a
humble man who cares deeply for others,
especially the poor and the suffering. He
has a profound option for the poor. This will
be his primary option. Let it be ours also.
These are great characteristics for the new
leader of Catholics throughout the world.
Rev. Robert Imbelli, captures it succulently
when he notes that “Many think that he
will bring to his office of Bishop of Rome
the spiritual depth and simplicity of Saint
Francis and the intellectual formation of
a son of Saint Ignatius,”. Moreover he
noted “Strikingly, before imparting his first
‘apostolic blessing,’ Francis requested
that the massive crowd filling Saint Peter’s
Square bless him with their prayer. A
deeply impressive beginning of his ministry
as successor of Saint Peter.”
We could therefore do worse than pray
for this man and the task he now faces. A
task he will do in the spirit of the work that
all jesuits do - ad maiorem Dei gloriam
(for the greater glory of God).
(An Adaption of an Article “Bergoglio
Elected As First Jesuit Pope” from the
Boston College Campus Newspaper
written by David Cote, Editor-in-Chief,
with permission)
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Mgr Liam Bergin

SACRAMENT MATTERS

So claimed Tertullian at the end of the
second century. Tertullian was speaking
to those who were preparing to become
members of the Church in Carthage,
North Africa. They were coming to the
end of a long process, one that was very
different from our own normal experience
but one that is becoming more common
in many places today.
First of all, Tertullian was speaking to adult
candidates. While children were baptised
with their parents, the process was geared
towards the vast majority who were
adults. The process was called “initiation”
and could last for up to three years. Those
who wished to become Christians were
formally enrolled as “catechumens” in
this programme, the “catechumenate”.
The catechumens had to show that
their decision to become members of
the Church was born in faith and by the
desire to grow in love of Jesus Christ. They
were called to give evidence that they
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“Christians
are made,
not born.”
had left their pagan past behind them
and that they now lived according to the
Gospel. They were accompanied on this
journey by sponsors or godparents and
by the whole Christian community who
encouraged and supported them on their
way. During this period the catechumens
came to Mass but left the assembly after
the liturgy of the word. The Eucharist
would be the final part of initiation.
The rites of initiation always took place
during the Easter Vigil as the Christian
community celebrated the resurrection
of the Lord. The candidates underwent
an intense period of preparation
beforehand. This is the origin of the
season of Lent as a time of special
prayer, fasting and almsgiving leading
up to Easter. During Mass on the Sundays
of Lent the catechumens were formally
presented with the “Our Father” and with
“The Creed” and, in the “scrutinies”, they
were questioned about their conversion
and the earnestness of their faith and
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love.
Meanwhile, the whole Church
urged on the candidates with prayer and
example.
On Holy Saturday the catechumens
came to the Church early in the day.
Usually there was a separate building, the
“baptistery”, where they would gather.
They were anointed with the “oil of
catechumen” and a prayer of exorcism
was said. The day was spent in prayer
and fasting in preparation for the Easter
Vigil, the main celebration of the Church
year.
After sunset, the catechumens gathered
in the baptistery to undergo the rites of
initiation. First of all, they stepped one by
one into the baptismal pool and were
fully immersed three times in the water
as the minister pronounced the ancient
formula “I baptise you in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.” As they emerged saturated from
the baptismal pool they were dressed in
a white robe that signified the new life
they had been given by dying and rising
with Christ in baptism. They were then
anointed with oil and then led in joyful
procession into the Church where the
community awaited them. The bishop
greeted the candidates and confirmed
their baptism by anointing then with the
perfumed oil of chrism. Then, for the first
time, they remained for the Eucharistic
prayer with the rest of the community
and received the Body and Blood of the
Risen Lord.
Notice how these candidates received in
one ceremony what we now celebrate
as three separate sacraments: Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist. Notice too
the order in which they were given:
Baptism followed by Confirmation with
Eucharist as the climax and fulfilment of
the process of initiation.
Over the centuries, the practice
changed, as the vast majority of those
who were presented for membership of
the Christian community were no longer
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adults but infants. Baptism by the local
priest as soon as possible after birth
became the rule. The bishop confirmed
the children at a later date and, as time
passed, this happened in teenage years
well after the children had received their
First Holy Communion that, in turn, was
preceded by First Penance.
In all of this some important insights from the
practice of the early Church were lost. First
of all, the link between Christian initiation
and the passion, death and resurrection
of Jesus was greatly diminished when the
celebration moved away from the Easter
Vigil. Secondly, as babies were baptized
soon after birth, the role of the wider
Christian family necessarily took a lesser
role in welcoming them into the Church.
Further, it was no longer possible to help
the candidates to grow in faith and love
and the pre-baptismal catechesis was
now deferred until the children would
receive the other sacraments as they got
older. Most significantly, the original order
Baptism-Confirmation-Eucharist was no
longer the norm and, as Pope Benedict
noted, the less than ideal situation where
Christians are admitted to Eucharist
before they receive Confirmation now
prevails.
Following the Second Vatican Council,
however, adults who become members
of the Church now follow the restored
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).
Restoring the practice of the early Church
has become a fruitful way not only of
initiating new members but of renewing
the Christian community that welcomes
them. The RCIA is now a vital part of
some Irish parishes and dioceses as more
adults desire to become living members
of the Body of Christ. The programme is
primarily for those who are unbaptized
but is also beneficial and to those who
were baptized as infants but who did not
take further religious instruction or receive
other sacraments and to those who are
coming from another Christian Church
to become members of the Catholic
Church.
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Ossory Adult Faith
Development
Trying to promote the Kingdom of God,
trying to educate people about their
faith and trying to help people deepen
their understanding of God, these are
not easy tasks. At first glance, at least,
they seem like massive challenges and
big projects but then, the more we think
about them, we realise that they are in
fact quite simple things. These are things
that we do each and every day of our
lives. Our parents, our teachers, our
priests, the religious we encounter and
the ordinary people we meet all help us
to come to know a God who wants to
know us.
The task of the Adult Faith Development
Group is no different. This Group,
conscious of the task given it by Bishop
Freeman, works simply to assist others in
their journey of faith.
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Fr Dermot Ryan

The Group that consists of a team of
seven members (Olivia Maher, Kieran
O’Shea, Michael Hogan, Eadaoin
Brennan, Declan Murphy, Derick Dooley
and Dermot Ryan) and and they, along
with its secretary Martina Lawlor, work
together to try and offer to parishes,
groups and individuals resources and aids
to help people further this simple project
of coming to know God better.
Since its foundation the AFD group has
hosted some major workshops and
weekends on topical issues of the faith such
as the weekend on Catholic Involvement
in Education when the question was first
being raised in the Dáil, the contribution
of Cardinal Newman at the time of his
beatification, a commemoration to mark
the fiftieth anniversary of the opening of
the Second Vatican Council and later
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this year the festival to mark the year
of Faith in the Diocese: Faith Fest 2013:
Celebrating Faith in Ossory.

But it is the everyday task of this group
that is the mainstay of its work. Offering
resources to parishes and groups to mark
different periods of the Church’s year
and days or nights of training for parish
and diocesan groups.
Most noticeably over this past year
initiatives such as the text service for
Advent and Lent saw nearly 2500 people
receiving daily messages on their phones
with a line of scripture, a thought for the
day or a suggested task to help them
journey together during those seasons.
The response to which was amazing.
Proof that the initiative captured the
imagination of people was seen not
merely in the number of people who
signed up but also in the manner in which
that happened. It was not unusual just
after 12 noon on a given day for the office
to get 5-10 new requests from people
to sign up – evidence that people, who
were receiving the message at noon,
were telling others of the idea and
recommending it to them.

Moreover thanks to the assistance
and expertise of people like Eamonn
O’Gorman for recording the audio files,
Chris Hayden, a priest of the Diocese
of Ferns, Terence Crotty a Dominican
Father, Olivia Maher, Chris Kelly, Claire
Brannigan, Eadaoin Brennan and Kieran
O’Shea that the group has been able
to produce several wonderful CDs and
booklets to guide people in reflecting on
and praying the scriptures.
Along with this, an integral part of the
work of the AFD group is helping train
people to serve in different ministries
and activities in the diocese and in their
parishes. Thanks to the cooperation and
experience of people such as Ken Maher,
Owena Grimes, Derick Dooley, Willie
Purcell, Ollie Maher and many others the
group has been able to offer training
and resources for Ministers of the Word,
Ministers of the Eucharist, School Boards
of Management, Baptismal Teams and
Parish Pastoral Councils. Such training
evenings and weekends have been well
received and the demand for places,
enquiries about future evenings, and reorders of resource booklets attest to this
fact.
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This Group, conscious of
the task given it by Bishop
Freeman, works simply to assist
others in their journey of faith.

No more than the invitation of God to
each of us ever ceases can the work of
groups such as the AFD committee and
others like it in the diocese stop. We must
continually search for new and attractive
ways to help people understand and
deepen their faith. At present the
group are doing this by working to
bring together the weekend of Faith
Fest 2013: Celebrating Faith in Ossory.
This weekend, on the 10-13th May, in St
Kieran’s College is a festival celebrating
all that is good here in the diocese.
The AFD Group hope that each parish,
religious congregation and organisation
in the diocese and many of the groups
that provide services to our diocese
might be represented at this event with
stands for that weekend: Saturday from
10am to 6pm and Sunday from 2pm to

6pm – with an opening concert by Liam
Lawton and the Unity Singers to begin the
weekend on Friday 10th May at 8pm in
St Mary’s Cathedral. The display stands
will provide an opportunity for parishes
and groups to highlight some of the
great work and service that carried out.
On this weekend there will also be many
workshops, talks and lectures and, while
they are open to all, different groups
from the diocese will be invited to take
part in these. Furthermore it is planned to
have food and activities there for families
of all ages (there is even a hurling and a
camogie blitz for U8 children with some
games refereed by the Senior Hurling and
Camogie Stars of the County and medals
presentation by Brian Cody and Angela
Downey) - so the College looks set to be
a hive of activity.
The work of knowing God is never done
and hopefully as a committee we will
continue to be able to think of ever new
and helpful ways to support people in
their journey of faith. We all need the
hand of another to guide us – so if you
have any ideas of suggestions we would
love to hear them!

Fr Eamon O’Gorman promoting
the Gospel by modern means.

Some of the varied programmes
coordinated by Ossory Adult
Faith Development
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Ossory Diocesan
Pilgrimage to Lourdes
2013
22nd-27th May
Pilgrimage Director: Very Rev. Michael Anthony O’Connor
For bookings please contact:
Ms Eleanor O’Connor,
Glenmore Parish Office
Tel. 051-880414
Email: glenmore@ossory.ie
Opening hours: 10.30am-2.30pm Monday, Thursday, Friday
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Sr Anna Corcoran

Part of this deep respect for
the person means that their
particular belief and expression
of faith are taken into account

Caring for those who are sick
St Columba’s Hospital
St Columba’s Hospital is situated in
Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny and was
opened in 1853. It is the goal of the hospital
community to promote the best practice
in a residential setting and improve the
quality of life for each of its residents. It is
a goal, as anyone who has occasion to
visit the hospital can easy attest, that the
community comfortably achieves.
The
hospital
provides
residential
accommodation for older people, a
rehabilitation unit and a dementia unit,
providing the highest level of holistic
person centred care in a homely
environment. This enables the residents
to enjoy a quality of life where privacy
and confidentiality are always respected.
Part of this deep respect for the person, in
the care of the hospital, means that their
particular belief and expression of faith/
religion, are always taken into account.
Faith is, after all, something very personal
precious.
The chapel, therefore, is a very central part
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of the hospital, a sacred space for prayer
and reflection and it is appreciated and
availed of by patients, staff and visitors. It
is in fact an oasis of peace in the midst of
this community.
Liturgical celebrations are led by the
local clergy with Eucharistic celebration
three times weekly. The Sacrament of
the Sick is administered individually every
six weeks to the patients in a communal
celebration and individual visitation is
carried out weekly by the local priests.
Along with this, and since some of the
patients are from other parishes, they
love to see their own local clergy and are
very appreciative of their visits.
Spirituality is part of the complete
care of a person and pastoral care is
available for the patients in their search
for meaning and is focused on providing
spiritual and emotional support to those
living with illness, grief, bereavement and
impending death. This is done by listening
with empathy and compassion in an non
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judgemental way and by offering the
support of prayer as appropriate.
St Columba’s Hospital celebrated World
Day of the Sick on Thursday 14th February
with a special Mass concelebrated by
Bishop Seamus Freeman and Fr Dan
Bollard with patients, relatives, staff
and parishioners in attendance. The
ceremony was transmitted throughout
the hospital by the hospitals internal TV’s
thereby giving the opportunity to all to
participate in this wonderful celebration.
The Mass was followed by the ceremony
of Blessing of Hands, during which Bishop
Seamus bless the hands of all those who
work in Columba’s caring for the patients.
Bishop Freeman then visited each ward
where he had the opportunity to meet
each person. As he spoke with them,
he couldn’t help but notice how each
person gave testimony of how well cared
for they are through the love and support
they receive from all who attend to
their needs. His final visit was to the Day
Centre where again he was impressed
by the genuine care shown to all, in an
atmosphere of peace and joy. The visit
ended with a lunch with staff in the staff
dining room.
Residents at St. Columba’s Hospital are
provided with opportunities to take part
in and enjoy appropriate activities of
choice so as to enhance their quality of
life.
These are:
• Physiotherapy
• Floral Arranging
• Occupational Therapy
• Music
• Recreational Therapy
• Birthday and Family Celebrations
• Pet Therapy
• Ward Parties
• Art Therapy
• Outings several times during the year
• Local schools visit and entertain on
occasions.
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Patrick Treacy

He seeks out each one of us to
the very last and draws us to
Himself, winning us over to Him

a domestic centre of
christian spirituality
Integritas
Am I getting what I want from my life? Do
I know what I want from my life?
These questions may appear to be selfindulgent but the truth is that they bother
all of us constantly. The American poet,
Raymond Carver, wrote a beautiful, short
poem entitled ‘Late Fragment’ which
starkly confronts these questions in this
way :
And did you get what you wanted from
this life, even so?
I did.
And what did you want?
To call myself beloved,
to feel myself beloved on the earth.
In our formation in Christian faith, we are
taught that the essence of the Gospel is
to love God and to love others. The life of
Jesus, however, and in particular, the way

he treated people, points to a deeper
and more fundamental message. He
shows us that the purpose of life in Him,
that is Christian faith itself, is to know that
one is loved, to feel oneself beloved in this
life. Through all of His actions with people,
Jesus affirms that they are loved, cared
for and profoundly significant. The whole
purpose of His death and resurrection is
to prove that this is the message of God.
He lays down His life to reveal that His
love for, and commitment to each of one
of us is to the utmost extent. At the heart
of our very being, He seeks out each
one of us to the very last and draws us to
Himself, winning us over to Him, through
the incomparable depth, extent and
attraction of His powerless love.
The question for each of us is therefore
quite simple : how can we be enabled to
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know or truly experience this love in our deepest selves? The first
Christian truth is that this love cannot be found in its fullest extent
through another person, other than the person of Jesus Christ.
The human heart has a longing for divine love which transcends
the love that can be found in another human person. To seek to
meet our deepest longing in a relationship with another person
is therefore bound to fail for the longing for God written into our
hearts, reaches far beyond another person and into eternity. Yet
equally, this divine love is only really encountered and incarnated,
however, through loving relationships with other people. In short,
our longing for this eternal love is not satisfied through relationships
with others but it is experienced and affirmed through them. In
real terms, this means that to get what we really want from this
life, to know that we are loved, we need to prioritise two concerns
in our daily lives above all others :(a) The making of time and space for contemplative prayer where
the longing in each of us for someone wholly other is allowed to
come to the surface in silence and be listened to, respected and
honoured;
(b) The care of relationships with others by noticing and reflecting
upon them and by engaging in constant acts of kindness and
concern which foster these relationships.
In this way, we are called to love God and to love others because
this great, dual commandment reveals to us what the Christian
faith is essentially about, what the Prodigal Son realised on his
return home, what Sebastian Barry concludes his great play ‘The
Steward of Christendom’ by calling ‘the mercy of fathers’,
“ … when the love that lies in them deeply like the glittering face
of a well is betrayed by an emergency, and the child sees at last
that he is loved, loved and needed and not be lived without,
and greatly.”
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The greatest need at this time for the
Catholic Church is not the re-balancing
of its power structures but the renewal of
its ways of being so that it centres upon
the one thing necessary (Luke 10 : 42),
the sole concern of Jesus Christ, that we
may truly know the experience of being
loved. In order to do so, the Church must
find new ways of being which allow
people to experience contemplative
prayer and to do so in the holding
environment of committed, supportive,
human relationships. One such way is
the development of domestic centres of
Christian spirituality, that is places which
promote Christian faith, through being
simultaneously rooted in the experience
of contemplative prayer and in family
life.
Integritas is an example of one such
centre, having been originally started
twelve years ago in 2000. It is based in
the family home of Linda Rainsberry and
Patrick Treacy and their four children at
Ennisnag, Stoneyford, County Kilkenny.
The programme provided at this centre
is grounded in Christian Meditation
and Contemplative Prayer which is
held each Wednesday evening at 8.00
p.m. A Scripture and Theology Study
Group also meets on the third Thursday
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of each month at 7.30 p.m. A series of
courses in Christian spirituality is provided
throughout the year, the details of which
can be found at www.integritas.ie - the
centre’s website, which is currently being
re-designed.
The centre has a contemplative garden,
known as ‘The Garden of Presence’. It
is open throughout the entire year for
visitors and contains wooden sculptures
which are symbolic of the Holy Trinity.
The garden overlooks the King’s River.
An essential element of the prayer and
programme at Integritas is the presence
of eight icons written by the hand of Fr.
John Reynolds. These icons centre upon
the face of Jesus Christ, the true icon of
the love of God in the world. Cards of
these icons are available at this centre
as are a foundational document, articles
and recordings exploring the theology
and practice of Integritas. The centre also
maintains a mailing list and notifications
and materials are sent to those whose
addresses are on the list throughout the
year.
Contact details: Integritas, Ennisnag,
Stoneyford, Co. Kilkenny. Tel./Fax. 0567728902. Email: enquiries@integritas.ie
Website: www.integritas.ie
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Day 1

Follow Jesus the
Christ

What happiness is
Happiness is
• choosing good over evil
• Virtue over vice.
• It’s about choosing Christ.
Day 2

Love changes
everything

What love means
Love has three aspects,
according to the great
commandment.We are to
• love: ourselves – healthy
love of self comes from
knowing we are made in
God’s image;
• our neighbor – love is to will
the good of another;
• God – we love God
through prayer and being
aware of God with us at all
times.
Day 3

With eyes fixed on
Jesus
What perseverance means
Be patient:
• With yourself – life is the
school of patience;
• With the Church – it is a
broken, pilgrim Church;
• In prayer – don’t expect
instant answers.
• Start again!
Day 4

Ready to Share

What generosity means
To be generous means to
share our:
• Material wealth – give
what we can to help those
less fortunate;
• Time – spend it with those
who may need help or a
listening ear;
• Talents – use them for the
good of the community;
• Faith – let others know why
it’s important.
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Reconciliation at the historic icon
to Our Lady of Perpetual Help at
St John’s.

Youth Mass
March 2013
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Fr Frank Purcell

All who attended, seeking
spiritual renewal and
refreshment, got just that

A path to
Happiness the
Gospel Virtues
for Today
Solemn Novena at Saint John’s, Kilkenny
Fathers Ciarán and
Seán waiting.

Praying and reflecting on The Gospel Virtues formed the
central theme of the Redemptorists’ sixth Annual Solemn
Novena at St John’s Parish. The novena, which took place
from February 3rd to 11th, was led by Fr Derek Meskell,
accompanied by Fr Ciarán O’Callaghan and Ms Sarah
Smyth.
All who attended, seeking spiritual renewal and refreshment,
got just that, and openly expressed their gratitude and
appreciation.
Great credit is due to the energy and enthusiasm displayed
by lots of volunteers at all levels. From the erecting of signage
beforehand, to the quenching of shrine candles last thing
at night, and everything in between, these people played
an indispensable role in the success of the novena.
The turnout equalled, if not exceeded, any Annual Novena
at St John’s since it started in 2008.
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Sexuality –
it’s part of
what we are
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What chastity is:
Chastity is:

•
•
•

proper love of self and of
the other;
real friendship
respecting the gift of
our sexuality and using it
appropriately

Day 6

Being our best
selves

What integrity means
A person of integrity is one
who
• speaks the truth;
• lives the truth;
• has a personal relationship
with Jesus, who is the Way,
the Truth, the Life.
Day 7

What the heart
desires

What temperance is:
Temperance is having a right
relationship
• with creation;
• about balance and care;
• living simply;
• desiring what is right and
good
Day 8

Wisdom for living

What prudence is
Prudence means
• to make sound
judgements;
• to act with wisdom;
• to be mindful of our actions
and how we live
Day 9

Do not be afraid

What courage means
Courage means following
Jesus despite
• the increasing secularizing
of our society; the militant
atheism that is all around;
the crisis in the Church
• Being considered an
oddity if we practice our
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Blessing of Babies and Small Children
Many proud mothers, fathers, grannies and families, turned out
on Sunday afternoon, day eight, for the ever-popular blessing
of babies and small children which was accompanied by the
usual ‘liturgical chaos.’ There was laughter and tears, song and
dance, balloons and hats, missioners and clowns.
Everyone went home with: a blessing, a medal and a prayercard from the missioners; a laugh, an ‘OMG how beautiful’ and
a lollypop from the clowns!
Mary and Jim Pyke, Johnswell, with their first-born, five week old
Stephen (pictured below left) were one of the families present.
‘We really enjoyed the party atmosphere’ said Mary. ‘It was
very relaxed, and all the children were blessed individually
which made the occasion more personal and special.’
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Youth Mass
One of the highlights of the Annual
Novena is the Youth Mass. A great
number of young people attended this
session prepared by the Novena Team,
members of the John Paul II group, the
Medjugorje group and the City Schools.
The theme, chosen by the young people,
was ‘Friendship in faith’ which largely
reflected the theme of ‘The Year of Faith’
and young people’s search for meaning
through faith.

ossory times

‘I was delighted to be here’ said one of
the parents. ‘I never thought I would see
my daughter reading at Mass and getting
involved so much in the preparation for
Mass.
‘This is a great sign of hope for the future’
said one of the elderly parishioners.
‘Seeing these young people gives life
and hope to ‘auld ones’ like me!’ she
continued.

Music for the occasion was provided by
the parish Folk Choir, led by Orla Phelan,
and were joined by singers and musicians
from the various youth groups through
out the city.
‘In a world and society where young
people are supposed to be losing faith and
distancing themselves from the church,
this gathering was a real declaration of
the faith of our young people.’ said Fr
Meskell, novena leader.
‘It was a great Mass and I am glad I
took part in it’ said Jason, one of the
participants. ‘It made Mass come alive,
to be reading, and also to see my friends
taking part in it.
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The Novena Shrine alight:
7.00am-9.00pm daily.

Sacrament of the sick
The sick hold a very special place in any
Parish. On the seventh day of the novena,
the celebration of the Sacrament of the
Sick was celebrated which was attended
by great numbers – especially the infirm
and aged.

Father Derek enjoys a little
‘outdoor meditation’
after the 10.30 session.

“

Dear all in St John’s,
I just want to say a big thank you to everyone
involved in the Novena. As I have three
young children and work full time, I watched
the 7.30am mass everyday on the webcam. I
found the homily by both of the Redemptorist
priests to be just lovely, giving me a great
insight into my faith, which I did not have
before. Please pass on my sincere gratitude,
and well done to St John’s for introducing this
webcam.
Fiona (Dublin)
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ADULT CROSSWORD
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Send your entries, with your
name, address, email or
mobile number, to:
“Ossory Times’ Competition”,
Ossory Adult Faith
Development,
St Kieran’s College,
College Road,
Kilkenny,
by 30th June 2013, first correct
entry from the hat wins!

Congrats to our winners of
the competitions in Ossory
Times Issue 1
Adult Crossword:
Peggy Fitzgerald, Gowran,
Co. Kilkenny.
Childrens’ Wordsearch,
age 8-13:
Michael Ryan, Mooncoin,
Co. Kilkenny
Children’s Colouring
Competition, age 5-8:
Michael Mulvey, Roscrea,
Co. Tipperary.

Prize for age 5-8
Colouring
Competition

€20 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Prize for age 8-13
Wordsearch
Competition

€30 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Prize for age 13-17
Colouring
Competition

iPod
Shuffle
Prize for Adult
Crossword
Competition

€50 Voucher

for Chapter House
Bookshop
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Colouring
Competition
For ages 5-8

BEAR
CAMEL
DONKEY
GAZELLE

GOAT
HART
HORSE
IBEX

JACKAL
LEOPARD
LION
MOLE

MOUSE
NIGHTHAWK
OSTRICH
SHEEP

UNICORN
WOLF

Wordsearch
Competition
For ages 8-13

Colouring
Competition

For ages 13-17

Draw an image of “God’s

Love at Work Today”

A N N U N C I A T I O
T
H
5
6
E N C Y C L I C A L
7
I
A
A
S
N
9
10
T
O
V A T I C
11
N
A
N
12
13
A
I
S A C R I S
L
Z
S
T
L
A
U
I
15
S
T
M
S A B
A
I
P
T
17
I D O L A T R Y
I
N
N
I
O
19
T
F O N T
N
S
N
20
D
P A R O
A
O
21
Y
P
P
22
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S
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Y
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Answers Bible
to Ossory
Times Issue 1
theme for children
Diane Clark
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A
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L
G
O
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JESUS
JOHN
BETHLEHEM
MANGER
CROSS
DECORATION
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JOSEPH
ADAM
STAR
GIFTS
CHRISTMAS

M
S
E
H
N
J
D
O
E
P
D
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N
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PETER
JACOB
KINGS
BIBLE
CELEBRATE

10th, 11th, 12th May 2013
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Are you part of
a group in the
diocese? a parish? an
organisation? If so why
not start thinking about
how you can share
what you are doing
with others?
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Ossory Adult Faith Development
are working to put together
a celebratory weekend to
mark the Year of Faith
here in the diocese.

ding God
Fin

St Kieran’s College Kilkenny

Liam Lawton

St Mary’s Cathedral Kilkenny
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Tickets €20
Available at:
Ossory Adult Faith Development
Tel. 056-7753624
Email: afd@ossory.ie
Online Sales
www.ossory.ie
St Mary’s Cathedral Chapter House Bookshop
Tel. 056-7703884
Roller Coaster Rocords, Kilkenny
Tel. 056-7763669

Doors 7pm, Concert 8pm

special guests

Friday 10th May 2013

The Unity Singers

