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Welcome to the latest edition of the Ossory Times.  

Sometimes it is hard not to look back at the earliest 
followers of Jesus without a little bit of envy. They 
were there when it all happened. They saw it all first 
hand. Can you imagine the excitement, the energy, 
the enthusiasm?... It would have been easy for them 
to “sell” their message of Good News.  

But then when you look through the pages of this 
edition of the Ossory Times what we find is truthfully 
very similar. It is very easy to populate a magazine of 
this size with many faces and people from around 
the diocese. Why? Simply, because there is so much 
going on. No more than in the early days of the 
faith the people of our days of faith are equally as 
energetic and as enthusiastic. From Parish Cells to 
Parish Missions, from our Schools to the Garda Station 
faith is, as this publication proves, alive and active 
here in Ossory.

As always we hope you enjoy this publication and 
get an insight into all that is happening across our 
diocese. Comments, suggestions and contributions 
are most welcome for future editions. Articles or 
Advertisements for upcoming events, or of recent 
events, can be sent to:   
Ossory Adult Faith Development
St Kieran’s College,
College Road, Kilkenny.
Tel. 056-7753624 Email: afd@ossory.ie

The opinions expressed in the articles are those of the 
contributors and not necessarily those of the editors 
or the Diocese of Ossory. 

Editorial

Ossory Adult Faith Development
Tel 056 7753624
Email afd@ossory.ie
Web www.ossory.ie
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Brian Donohoe

Cuirim House
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In accordance with the 
Irish monastic tradition, our 
place is in the midst of the 
community we serveCuirim House

I am writing this article from our farm in 
Virginia.  One March evening in 2003, my 
wife and I were sitting by the woodstove, 
discussing the rich tradition of Christianity 
in Ireland.  We were so inspired by places 
like Seir Kieran and the founding saints, 
that we decided we would try to start 
our own Irish monastery somewhere. By 
December of 2003, we were the owners 
of a property in the slums of a Mexican 
border town. We named our place 
“Cuirim House”, using the Gaelic word 
describing how God came to earth in 
Jesus Christ and walked among us.  
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Now looking back over the last 10 
years, we are amazed at how much 
has happened. To look at Cuirim House 
with all its beds, chapels and gardens, 
one could hardly find the little house we 
purchased years ago. Over 2,000 people 
have come to spend a week with us 
following the Celtic rhythm of work/
study/prayer/reSt Three times each day 
we ring the bell and gather in the chapel 
for a time of prayer or reciting the psalms  
In accordance with the Irish monastic 
tradition, our place is in the midst of the 
community we serve. Each day we go out 
into the neighborhood and show God’s 
love through feeding the children or 
undertaking small construction projects. 
Many people live in homes made of 
pallets and particle board. Putting a 
cement floor in these homes makes life 
bearable, especially during the rainy 
season.

Years ago, I served as the president of the 
board for the Catholic retreat center here 
in our town. During my time as president, 
we doubled the size of our building 
because so many people were seeking 
a place of prayer. We have seen the 
same desire expressed by the Mexicans 
and Americans who come to stay with us 
at Cuirim House. Our participants come 
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from many different Christian faiths.  We 
encourage them to draw from the rich 
well of the Irish monastic tradition and 
return home inspired to engage more 
fully in the work of their own parishes and 
congregations.  

My great grandfather came from Seir 
Kieran parish in Clareen. Over the years 
we have made several trips to the 
monastic site, often bringing friends from 
America who want to see where the idea 
for Cuirim House originated.  Each time 
we learn more about those early Irish 
saints and marvel at how they pursued a 
deep prayer life while serving the people 
in the community.  In my opinion, no other 
Christian movement so embodies love of 
God and love of neighbor.  I am often 
invited to travel and speak to people who 
wish to learn more from those early Irish 
saints.   Churches today are experiencing 
a shortage of trained leaders and are 
looking for wisdom in how to address 
the challenges before them.  Those early 
saints honoured the sacred scripture 
and believed in the power of prayer to 
overcome obstacles more daunting than 
the ones we currently face.  Many left 
all they had to seek first the Kingdom of 
God.  We need such inspiration, wisdom 
and confidence in Christ if we want 
our grandchildren to have the same 
richness of faith we currently enjoy.  New 
leaders must be raised up in the coming 
generations and who can go forth in the 
power of such saints as Patrick, Columba, 
Kieran, Brigid and Brendan.

Now the Mexicans are on to the idea.  
Two couples from the Cuirim House 
neighborhood have chosen property for 
their own monastic sites hundreds of miles 
further south into Mexico.  One of these 
leaders decided to open a hospitality 
house for travellers. I asked him why he 
wanted to do this and he said to me in 
Spanish, “well isn’t that the way the Irish 
Christians shared the good news of Jesus 
Christ?  If we are going to follow in their 
footsteps, we should be doing the same 
thing.”  
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The Advent Question?
A Conversation on life and 

faith in St Canice’s Parish

In St Canice’s Parish the question arose as 
it does in every community: What are we 
going to do for Advent? There followed 
the familiar pattern of ideas; Advent 
talks, scripture sharing, celebrating the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, promoting 
the resources of the Ossory Faith 
Development Group etc., etc., 

While these were welcomed as good 
and worthwhile initiatives the ‘growing in 
faith’ sub group of the pastoral council 
namely Helen Cullinane, Janet Hennessy, 
Tom O’ Loughlin and yours truly, decided 
that the boat needed to be pushed out 
a little further. The question arose – could 
we be a little more creative in using 
the opportunity that Advent provides 
to help recharge the faith batteries of 
all? Was there a more contemporary 
way to demonstrate that faith is still very 
much part of the lives of people in our 
communities and that the message of 
Jesus Christ still resonates with people 
of all ages in their family life, their work, 

their leisure and their relationship with the 
community?

The answer came in the form of a 
suggestion that some familiar faces in 
our community be invited to share about 
themselves and the impact of faith in 
their lives. The format was not to be the 
traditional ‘talk from a guest speaker’ but 
one more familiar to the world of TV and 
Radio: The Interview!

Having mused on the new format logistical 
questions began to surface. Where would 
we hold the interviews? Who would 
conduct the interviews? Who would allow 
themselves to be interviewed?

Thankfully the answers came easily. It was 
decided that St Canice’s Church was the 
perfect venue and refreshments would be 
served in the parish centre Dean Street. 
Looking for an interviewer with the ability 
to ask the difficult question and who 
would leave the Tubridys, O’Callaghans & 

Michael Rice and Lester Ryan in conversation 
with Fr Jim Murphy in St Canice’s Church

Kieran O’Shea
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Brownes of this world in the shade proved 
a little more difficult until the analytical  
talents of none other than St Canice’s PP 
Fr Jim were discovered and polished! 

The final part of the jigsaw came together 
when three interviewees agreed to 
submit themselves to probing questions 
from the intrepid interviewer. On the 
first Wednesday evening of Advent 
Trevor Hayes, Consultant Obstetrician & 
Gynaecologist at St Luke’s & Auteven 
Hospital spoke powerfully about his early 
life, how he made his career choice 
and the influence of his Christian faith 
on his living and how it has enabled him 
to witness to the dignity and  beauty of 
human life.  

On the second Wednesday evening 
the scene changed when St Canice’s 
welcomed two familiar faces who have 
and continue to bring so much joy to their 
local clubs and communities of Clara & 
Carrickshock and indeed to the county 
hurling scene. Lester Ryan and Michael 
Rice regaled the Advent audience with 
insights into their childhood years, their 
hurling careers to date, their work as 
teachers in St Kieran’s College and how 
faith that has been handed on to them 
by parents and grandparents, teachers 
and others continues to be a source of 
hope and inspiration in their daily lives. 

Speaking to parishioners after the 
‘interviews’ there seemed to be a general 
feeling of happiness with the format used 
and more importantly with the message 
that was given. Many people referred 
to the ‘witness value’ of having familiar 
faces speak about being members of 
the Church and how this could only ‘rub 
off’ in a positive way especially on the 
younger members of our communities. 
The programme this year also included 
other guests such as the Cullinane family 
who provided music and song and also 
Fr Jim Donleavy, prior of the Black Abbey 
who led us in celebrating God’s love and 
mercy. 

This year St Canice’s Advent Programme 
lived up the hopes and expectations 
of the organisers and those who were 
encouraged and renewed by the 
experience.  After all Advent is a season 
that recalls the hope and expectation 
that awaited the coming of the infant 
child of Bethlehem two thousand years 
ago and who will come again at the end 
of time. Between these two events all of 
us struggle with faith, try to find meaning 
in the joys and sorrows of our lives, and 
open our hearts to being continually 
renewed by the witness of each other 
to the love of God who is to be found  
‘wherever life pours ordinary plenty’*.
 

(*from Advent by Patrick Kavanagh)

Trevor Hayes Consultant Obstetrician and Gynaecologist at St Luke’s and Aut Even Hospital (left) interviewed 
as part of St Canice’s Parish Advent Programme. Advent guests Lester Ryan and Michael Rice with parishioners 
Jim Ryan and Michael Hogan in St Canice’s Parish Centre.
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We all need a jolt from time to time to rekindle 
our own faith, to stand back and reassess

Johnstown 
Parish Mission

Breda Campion

At one of our parish pastoral council 
meetings we were discussing what 
could be done to enhance the lives 
of our faith community and someone 
mentioned a mission.  Would we choose 
Cistercians,  Dominicans or the old 
reliable “pulpit thumping” Redemptorists!! 
and then someone mentioned St Patricks 
Community. Few of us had heard of them 
but we agreed and they were contacted. 
At our next meeting we discovered they 

had a two year waiting list and so 
taking this to be a good   omen 
we got oueselves on that list and 
now 2 years later on Nov 9th we 
officially started our mission. 

St Patrick’s Community are a 
group of lay people based 
in Carrick on Shannon, Co. 
Leitrim. At the evening Mass on 
the 9th three members of the 
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community introduced themselves - Niall, Michael 
and Catherine - and explained what the mission 
entailed, morning Mass each day Monday to 
Thursday at 7.30, session each evening at 7.30 and 
finishing with Mass on Friday at 7.30. The evening 
sessions consisting of exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament, talk and Benediction.

Niall gave his testamony first and spoke about his 
life. He grew up in a Catholic family in East London 
and about age 12/13 abandoned his faith. He left 
school at 15 and with no completed education 
and  citing troubles at home he drifted. He was 
very interested in soccer and followed Westham. 
He went to as many matches as he could and 
eventually got caught up in soccer hooliganism. 
He had reached rock bottom when one day 
in despair he said the only prayed he could 
remember the Hail Mary and after that the only 
way was up.

The main man John Pridmore spoke on Monday 
night and what a testamony...one time gangster, 
thug, tough man any name you like and any 
crime you like he was involved. He came from 
a broken home and suffered physical abuse 
at the hands of a stepmother. But he too got 
the grace to turn to God and now spends his 
time encouraging people all over the world 
to reach out to an all forgiving, merciful God. 
He has also written several books outlining his 
change from baddie to where he is today. 

On Tuesday evening we had a penitential rite 
and six priests were kept busy for 40 mins and 
on Wed we had a beautifully moving, healing 
ceremony in which each person in the Church 
was blessed with the Sacred Host in the 
monstrance.  Thursday night was dedicated to 
Our Lady in which all the children that came 
were given a little Rosary and each person got 
a miraculous medal and were encouraged 
to say the rosary, even one decade daily. The 
ultimate night was a Mass  of the Holy Spirit.  
All in all a very successful Mission and a great 
time of prayer and healing in our parish and 
judging by the huge attendance the faith 
is still very much alive in Johnstown. Feed 
back from the public was very positive and I 
guess we all need a jolt from time to time to 
rekindle our own faith and stand back and 
reassess our situations.
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What’s in a name? It’s generally something informative, 
and, in the case of the life and meaning of religious faith, 
something delicate and elusive as well. This is especially the 
case in relation to the term ‘spiritual direction.’ That term 
suggests a relationship of command and obedience. The 
spiritual director might be likened to a military commander 
in the military field. Today, however, that name has a tone 
that is somewhat off-putting. Worse still, it does not cover 
both the experience and the riches of the Church’s bi-
millennial journey in guiding souls towards God in prayer 
and towards others through pastoral charity.

SPIRITUALITY MATTERS

On being a  
spiritual director
Tom Norris
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Happily, a better name is available. It 
is the name ‘anam cara: soul friend.’ 
It suggests at once a different rapport 
between a spiritual guide and a directee. 
The relationship is now one of friendship 
and so of accompaniment and solidarity 
in a shared adventure, the adventure, 
namely, of following ChriSt Now this very 
Christ said to his Apostles, ‘No longer do 
I call you servants…I have called you 
friends.’ (Jn 15:15)    

The following of Christ as a friend is an 
adventure. In fact, it is the greatest 
adventure of all. There are many people 
who are willing to work for the Lord, but 
fewer are willing to be his friends. The 
generosity of those workers is indeed 
admirable. Still, it is not what Our Lord 
asked for! ‘I call you friends. Abide in 
my love.’(Jn 15:9) The ‘anam cara’ is 
someone who cultivates this friendship 
with Jesus the Lord and who walks beside 
others who would like to enter on the same 
adventure. He or she accompanies others 
in the following of Christ, especially those 
who are beginning that adventure. Of 
them the Psalmist writes with admiration, 
‘Blessed are those persons who have 
decided in their hearts to go on the holy 
journey.’ (84:5) 

Jesus alerts us to the fact that that 
journey is actually fraught with danger, 
in particular the abiding danger of 
derailment onto the broad and easy 
way, either because the straight and 
narrow way was found too demanding 
or else because of mistaking the way of 
death for the way of life. (Mt 7:13-14) He 
asks would-be disciples to count the cost 
in terms of preferring him and putting him 
before everyone and everything else so 
that one is ready to receive with a joyful 
heart the everlasting treasure that is ChriSt 
(Lk 14: 25-33)

Pope Francis mildly teased seminarians, 
novices, formation staff and people 
discerning a vocation last July when at a 
worldwide gathering in Rome he asked 
them the question, ‘Is it possible that 
there could be people in your houses 
who have faces as sad as wet towels?’ 
Where is the joy of the Gospel? Can such 
people bring the Good News to their 
young contemporaries upon ordination 
and mission? Where is the obvious 
friendship with Christ who is the Lord? 
What has happened, or rather what did 
not happen, to these young men and 
women? Pope Francis lays down a clear 
challenge to the ‘soul friends’! 

Pope Francis meeting 
Fr Tom Norris, Spiritual Director 

of the Irish College, Rome. 
The encounter took place 

at an audience at the end 
of the December 2013 

meeting of the International 
Theological Commission, of 
which Fr Tom is a member.
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The life of faith and love has to have its 
practices such as the Eucharist, confession, 
the divine office, the Rosary, times of prayer, 
pastoral tasks and others. But the essence of 
spirituality is the Holy Spirit. Attunement to his 
gifts and fruits is of fundamental importance. 
In the adventure of the ‘anam cara’, the 
‘friends’ would do well to remember the 
words of a great spiritual leader. ‘Without 
the Holy Spirit, God is far away, Christ stays 
in the past, the Gospel is a dead letter, the 
Church is simply an organization, authority 
a matter of dominion, mission a matter 
of propaganda, liturgy no more than an 
evocation, and Christian living a slave 
morality.’  A deadly description of a dead 
religion indeed!

When the Holy Spirit comes, what happens? 
The same text continues in these terms, ‘But 
in the Holy Spirit: the cosmos is resurrected 
and groans with the birth-pangs of the 
Kingdom, the risen Christ is there, the Gospel 
is the power of life, the Church shows forth 
the life of the Trinity, authority is a liberating 
service, mission is a Pentecost, the liturgy is 
both memorial and anticipation, human 
action is deified.’  ‘Soul friends’ are called 
to an ever deeper discovery of life in the 
Spirit of the risen Lord, and to live by that 
life in the everyday situations in which we 
find ourselves. 

A wave of new life and Gospel vitality 
radiates from Pope Francis. I have found 
the resultant atmosphere in the City both 
inspiring and challenging. It affects all 
the seminaries with the particular result in 
my own case that the students and staff 
of the Pontifical Irish College have been 
most welcoming, making the College 
community a home from home. ‘The great 
need of the Church today is to become 
the home and the school of communion.’ 
Being an ‘anam cara’ today is a call to aim 
at this high goal. 

The relationship is now one of friendship and so of 
accompaniment and solidarity in a shared adventure, 

the adventure, namely, of following Christ.

Fr Tom Norris, Spiritual 
Director, preaching at the 
Advent Carol Service.
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byline

Ken Maher

When you think of fifty four men and 
boys you think sport, competition or even 
some club, but no so on Tuesday the 10th 
December.  On this night 54 young men 
of St Kieran’s College, along with their 
parents, families, teachers and friends 
gathered in the Chapel of St Kieran’s 
College for a festive evening of Advent 
Carols. Both the Senior and Junior choirs 
in the school led this reflective evening 
by means of a range of carols from the 
well loved “O Come All Ye Faithful” to 
the more intricate  “Christmas Lullaby”. 
The candlelit chapel and its beautiful 
surrounds provided a very intimate setting 
for this atmospheric evening.  Nicholas 
Dunphy, a 6th Year student said of the 
evening ‘I was fortunate enough to be 
asked to speak at the service and the 
chapel created the perfect atmosphere 
for the night and it was a great way to 
start the festive season’. 

The students put on a great performance, 
singing the carols beautifully under the 

expert guidance of their choir teacher, 
Ms Aisling Phelan. Texts from Scripture, 
prayers and poetry were also recited 
to compliment the carols and these 
also helped to heighten the prayerful 
atmosphere. 

Following the Carols all present were 
invited by the College President Fr 
Dermot Ryan to join for some mulled 
wine, minerals, mince pies and more.  It 
was wonderful to see so many gather in 
St Kieran’s.  Ciaran Fennelly, again a 6th 
year student, noted “This carol service 
was a first for all of us in the choir, so it was 
beneficial for everyone as we gained a 
lot experience performing what we’ve 
been working on, while also having a 
great time. Hopefully this can become 
an annual event.” It looks set to be. The 
Students and Staff of St Kieran’s can, 
without doubt, look forward to more 
prayer services in the Chapel in the 
future.

CAROLS IN 
ST KIERAN’S
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Dan Bollard

The candles on the Advent 
wreath are our stand against 
the darkness, our opening to 

the light, the light of Christ

Advent and 
Christmas 
thoughts 

2013

I start out each Advent with a sense of 
‘Bah! Humbug!’, Ebenezer Scrooge’s 
sentiments, in A Christmas Carol by Charles 
Dickens. I resent the commercialism 
as shopping is presented as the only 
way to prepare for the great feast of 
Christmas. Maybe ten days into the 
season I remember that Christianity took 
over winter, celebrating the birth of our 
Saviour at the winter solstice. And I find 
myself back with the line from Oliver Twist, 
‘I think I better think it out again’.
 
I love the timing of Christmas, when we 
spend most of each day in darkness. It 
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reminds me that life is like that too, where 
darkness, whether the darkness within 
or the darkness that pervades society, 
seems at times to prevail. I sense the 
candles on the Advent wreath are our 
stand against the darkness, our opening 
to the light, the light of ChriSt For me there 
is a challenge here – what aspect of my 
life would the Lord want to shed light 
on, so that my attitudes and behaviour 
may be changed, with God’s help? 
Advent Confession is for me the time to 
bring something into the light – a time of 
transparency, a time of change, a time 
of renewal. 
 
This year John the Baptiser’s call to 
repentance is tinged with hope. Yes, 
hope as distinct from optimism. Flor 
McCarthy SDB, writing of hope, probes 
the difference. Optimism has to do with 
a cheery disposition, whereas hope is 
something different. Hopeful people 
don’t know what the future may look like. 
They try to do what is right in the present, 
and trust that God will take care of the 
future. That surely fits John the Baptist, 
and this year, Nelson Mandela. Mandela 
could have been bitter and unforgiving 
after his long years in jail. However, those 
years may, in some strange way, have 
been a time to come to realise that there 
had to be another way of looking at 
things, a new way of behaving towards 
one another.
 
‘The word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us’ is so profound. That the Word 
of God would become flesh is a huge 
challenge to me – I would be easier 
keeping to words and thoughts, and we 
celebrate the fact that God’s Word didn’t 
remain in the realms of thought but took 
flesh. God’s audacity, God’s courage!  St 
Paul, in the letter to the Philippians, tells 
us that the Lord Jesus emptied himself 
and assumed the condition of a slave 
and became as all people are. The Word 
assumed humanity, and we are called to 
embrace our humanity, and reverence 
all humanity, with all the challenge in 
that.

 A lovely memory of growing up in Kilkenny 
was the custom of visiting the Churches 
of the city to see the cribs. We set off for 
St Canice’s, and on to the Black Abbey, 
the Cathedral, the Friary, St Patrick’s and 
on to St John’s. Each of the cribs spoke to 
us in some way … maybe the song of the 
angels in the Black Abbey, the solemnity 
in the Cathedral, the warmth of the 
Friary, the posture of Mary or Joseph, a 
wayward sheep.  Nowadays I would like 
to sit before each of them and ponder 
and be given to ‘wonder and awe’.
 
The visit to the cribs may have had an 
ulterior motive to it, namely to get out 
of Mam’s way and give her a break. 
However, it was a family thing, with Dad 
leading the troops, and the little ones 
cycling on their new bicycles!  And surely 
that is what Christmas is all about.  I talk 
about a happy Christmas. When I set out 
to make it a happy time for myself I find I 
end up miserable. The best way is to set 
out to make it happy for someone else. 
Somehow the experience of bringing 
some joy to someone else makes me 
happy too.   And the people I haven’t 
been in touch with all year, people who 
were significant to me at some stage, I 
like to think of them with a Christmas card 
– even an e-card these times.
 
We suffer somehow by putting so much 
focus on December 25th. The Americans 
have their turkey on Thanksgiving, and 
the Italians have the gifts for the children 
on January 6th, and some even on 
December 6th, the feast of St Nicholas. 
So I think we run the risk of overload, and 
in the midst of the party forget the One 
in whose honour the party is being held. 
We may leave Christ out of Christmas.  So 
in the midst of the razzmatazz I pledge to 
make space for the One the party is all 
about.
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Praying

Implementation
& Action

Derek Dooley

Parish Pastoral Planning 
giving life to the

local church
In 2010 the Diocese of Ossory conducted 
a number of Listening Sessions in clusters 
throughout the diocese. One of the 
strongest needs articulated in those 
sessions was “to have a renewed, 
vibrant Church where everyone needs 
to contribute and specific recognised 
roles for lay people are needed.  Pastoral 
Councils are seen to be the key to going 
forward along with the development 
of an ‘outreach service’ to help this 
happen.” 

In response to this articulated need the 
Adult Faith Development Committee 
developed three nights of training for 
Parish Pastoral Councils (PPCs) in relation 
to their nature, role and function. These 
training nights happened in the winter of 
2011. Emerging from these meetings many 
PPC members commented that when 
they went back to their parishes they felt 
‘stuck’ in so far as they didn’t know how 
to begin the work of pastoral planning 
and seemed to wander aimlessly through 
their term of office. 

In response to this need Ossory AFD 
asked me to liaise with Fr Liam Power who 
is Director of the Pastoral Centre for the 
Diocese of Waterford and Lismore. Under 
Fr Liam’s direction a planning process 
had been developed and used to help 
parishes develop a strategic direction 
for pastoral projects. The model for the 
process has a scriptural basis. When we 
look at how the early church began to 
operate its pastoral model we are told 
that the faithful:

“devoted themselves to the 
apostles teaching, and fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and 
prayers… and all who believed 
were together and had all things 
in common; and they sold their 
possessions and goods and 
distributed them to all, as any had 
need.

Acts of the Apostles 2: 41, 44-45.

Pastoral Planning 
Strategic Model
 

Structure of the 
Process
In consultation with Fr Liam I adopted this 
process and began to roll it out last year 
in the Diocese of Ossory as the “Four Easy 
Steps” Outreach Programme of Pastoral 
Planning Facilitation for Parish Pastoral 
Councils. 

The Four Steps are:
1. Praying. (2-3 weeks before 
Facilitation Process Nights)
Pastoral Planning involves discerning what 
the Spirit is saying to us at this time and in 
this place. This can only be done in the 
context of unhurried prayer.  Prayer – not 
just individual prayer but prayer together 
and among the worshipping community is 
very much a part of its implementation. 
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Praying
Planning

Evaluation

Implementation
& Action

2. Planning  (1st Facilitation Process 
Night: 2 hours )
The plan has four main sections, called 
‘pillars’. The four pillars are – Building 
Christian Community; Growing in Faith; 
Liturgy & Prayer and Caring for one 
another. The specific objectives and 
targets you will find in the plan are all 
about strengthening these four pillars, 
i.e.;
•	 developing a feeling of community 

and belonging, where the gifts of all 
are brought into play;

•	 enriching the faith of people of all 
ages, both adults and young people 
and children;

•	 revitalising the experience of 
Sunday Eucharist and creating other 
opportunities for nourishing people’s 
spiritual lives;

•	 further developing the church as 
a community of care, with special 
attention to those whose need is 
greatest.

3. Implementation & Action (2nd 
Facilitation Process Night:  1.5 
hours)
The Plan needs to be followed by action. 
It will be the responsibility not just of the 
priest(s) or Parish Pastoral Council, but of 
the whole parish community to ensure 
that the Plan is implemented  which the 
whole community has been involved in 
from the beginning through its prayerful 
discernment. This part of the process  
focuses  on how all the elements of the 
plan will be articulated, who is going 
to be responsible for making it happen 
and when the time frame in which each 
element of the plan will be achieved. 

4. Evaluation (1 year later:  2 hours)
This night has two parts: 
1.	 Evaluating the effectiveness of PPC 

meetings over the year.
2.	 Evaluating the objectives set out in 

the plan. What worked, what is still in 
process what could have been done 
better?
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My Journey 
In October of last year embarked on a 
journey of 6 parishes in the diocese to 
conduct Pastoral Planning Sessions with 
Parish Pastoral Councils. These parishes 
are Thomastown, Muckalee, Urlingford, 
Ballyraggett, Clara and St Canice’s.  One 
of the striking observations I had was 
the great welcome I received in each 
parish. I admired the clergy as they sat 
among their people and how clergy and 
people together had such a genuine 
interest in and concern for their local 
church. There was a real and tangible 
sense of co-responsibility among these 
Pastoral Councils. People were eager to 
be involved and more importantly to get 
other people in their parishes involved.  
Many found the process tough going at 
the beginning. It does take concentration 
and effort for two hours which can be 
draining after a day’s work. The process 
ran smoother where I had preparatory 
meetings with clergy and members of 
PPC’s beforehand. This suggests that a 
preparation night would be helpful to 
do some of the preparatory groundwork 
for the planning process.  Also some 
PPC’s expected that I was coming to do 
‘training’ rather than ‘planning’. While 
a lot of ‘training’ does happen in the 
planning process they are two separate 
processes which have a very different 
focus. The focus of ‘training’ is the group 
itself i.e. developing a knowledge of 
nature, function and role. The focus of 
planning is the actualisation of the mission 
of Jesus Christ in parish. By the end of 
the two night process Council members 
found that the planning process was very 
helpful in addressing the dilemma of not 
knowing where to begin with the work 
of the council. They also felt a sense of 
achievement in producing a plan and 
that it gives them a sense of purpose and 
direction.

What has happened a year on? 
Usually when you complete the planning 
process you wish the PPC the best of 
luck and look forward to returning the 

following year. You almost forget that you 
have been in a parish doing this work. 
However during the summer months 
as I had occasion to be in some of the 
churches in parishes I worked with I got 
pleasant reminders of the work done. 
As I went into Clara church in May for 
my niece’s first holy communion, the first 
thing that greeted me was a copy of the 
Clara Pastoral Plan on the notice board. 
Similarly in the porch St Canice’s Church 
I was able to view the Pastoral Plan and 
identify the members of the PPC from 
their photographs in a picture frame. 

Recently I returned for the first review in 
Thomastown parish. Immediately I could 
see how much the PPC as a group had 
developed during the year. They had 
a far sharper sense of the needs of the 
parish and of the need to consult with 
the people of the parish and not be an 
invisible or elite group who do everything. 
The overarching feeling within the group 
was a great sense of participation and 
responsibility for the living church in their 
parish. There was a stronger energy 
and enthusiasm about the group in 
comparison to the previous year when 
reviewed the plan and saw how much 
was achieved in one year. One year on 
the Thomastown PPC members could not 
envisage a situation where they could 
work without a plan. This is the view of the 
other PPc’s too. Thomastown parish have 
already developed their plan for year 
two. However the whole success of the 
process lies in the outcome. More people 
being responsible for how their church 
works and more people participating 
in church life through their involvement 
in the projects of a Parish Pastoral Plan. 
It is facilitating people to once again 
engage with their local church and use 
their gifts and talents for the benefit of 
it. Through Pastoral Planning we are 
beginning to meet that need articulated 
in the Listening Sessions in 2010 through 
this out reach programme. Parish Pastoral 
Planning is here to stay. We’ve made a 
great start!
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It allows those who are unable to be physically present 
for whatever reason to continue to participate in the 
life of faith in our community

Castlecomer has become the latest 
parish to embrace web technology with 
the launch of a live webcam from the 
parish church and which means that 
all ceremonies will be live as from the 
feast of the parish - 8th. December. This 
is an exciting development for our parish 
community. It allows those who are unable 
to be physically present for whatever 
reason to continue to participate in the 
life of faith in our community. One of 
the elderly parishioners who was a daily 
viewer since the trial runs began said “it 
was ideal for people like me as now I can 

participate in all ceremonies of the parish 
from my own home.

For Christmas and the new year we will 
be sending personal messages (e.g Mary 
N.N. sends best wishes to her family N.N. in 
Perth, New York)  by those who wish to 
do so,  to all who are living outside the 
parish. The webcam can be accessed 
through the parish website  at www.
castlecomerparish.ie 

The service was installed by Ennis based 
company Acton BV.

Castlecomer Parish 
launch “webcam” Jose Campion
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military humanitarian 
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At the end of the summer, the events in 
Syria dominated the headlines. Now we 
never seem to hear about it. Has the civil 
war ended?        
Unfortunately, no! The insurgency against 
the governing regime is continuing. 
What you recall was a chemical attack 
in Ghouta, a suburb of Damascus, the 
capital of Syria, on the 21 August, 2013. 
The estimate of those who died – the vast 
majority of which were civilians – ranges 
from close to 300 to over 1,500. 

Yes, I remember. The media images were 
gruesome. It drew a lot of response from 
other countries, as I recall.  
The attack came a year after the US 
President Barack Obama declared that 
chemical weapons were ‘a red-line’ that 
should never be crossed over. To use them 
would prompt military intervention by 
the international community. However, 
it never came to pass. In Britain, the 

House of Commons vote to approve UK 
participation in the military action was 
rejected and Obama never managed to 
get backing from his Congress. 

So what did happen?  
With international pressure, President 
Putin of Russia negotiated a deal. The 
Syrian regime agreed to hand over 
their chemical weapons to the United 
Nations and join the 1993 Convention on 
Chemical Weapons. However, the war 
goes on. There continues to be significant 
loss of life, with over two million refugees 
living at the desert boarders in very harsh 
conditions. It still remains a humanitarian 
crisis. 

So what can the international community 
do? 
Of course, it can do a lot in providing 
aid, in the form of food, medicine, skilled 
people and the like.  

MORALITY MATTERS

Michael Shortall



Holy 
Hour for 
Vocations
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But that is only treating the symptoms! Is not the 
cause of the problem the civil war? 
Yes!

So lets try to stop that! 
That is where it becomes difficult. International 
law is biased in favour of sovereign countries. 
It does not allow other countries to intervene 
in the affairs of another country – especially 
militarily – without the most serious of reasons.

Are large humanitarian tragedies not serious 
enough?  
They certainly demand a response. But a 
military response may be either unethical or 
unwise. Human Rights Watch argues: “Only 
mass slaughter might permit the deliberate 
taking of life involved in using military force for 
humanitarian purposes.” So, any response must 
use every and other means. The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church states: 

Respect for and development of human 
life require peace. Peace is not merely 
the absence of war, and it is not limited 
to maintaining a balance of powers 
between adversaries. […] Peace is the 
work of justice and the effect of charity 
(2304). 

Sometimes, military force is required. When 
it does certain moral principles apply: that 
it be proportionate, that it be carried out by 
legitimate authority; and that it have the right 
intention, that is, it is motivated only by the 
desire to bring about peace. These are known 
as the principles of the Just War. 

Too often, it seems that politics rather than 
ethics that decide how and when intervention 
happens. 
Yes, keep an eye on the news. Perhaps the next 
serious flashpoint will be the Central African 
Republic, where currently there is serious threat 
of genocide and the French military are trying 
to intervene. 

certain moral principles apply: 
that it be proportionate, that it be 

carried out by legitimate authority; 
and that it have the right intention

The Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel
St Mary’s Cathedral, 
Kilkenny, 7-8pm
Guided Prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament with 
Benediction

Contact:  Fr Willie Purcell, 
Ossory Vocations Office 
056 7770261/0876286858 
ossoryvocdir@gmail.com
All Welcome

First Friday 
of every 
Month
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Maeve O’Byrne

Our students find the friendly, learner centred 
atmosphere, the excellent student support 

and the excellent facilities, conducive to 
getting the best out of their time with us

National University of Ireland Maynooth 

Kilkenny Campus

The Kilkenny Campus of NUI Maynooth 
has been in existence for over fifteen 
years and provides opportunities for 
people over 21 years of age to access 
flexible, accredited third level courses. 
This allows many of our students to gain 
or return to employment, or to undertake 
continuing professional development 
relevant to their career path.

In an exciting development this year, the 
Campus has opened its doors to school 
leavers and mature students alike for 
the first year of a full time Bachelor of 
Arts programme with progression on to 
NUI Maynooth (MH101) in second year 
and third year. Students can choose 
three options from a total of ten subjects 
across eight groupings. Subjects on offer 
are: Philosophy, Geography, English, 
History, Anthropology, Nua–Ghaeilge, 
Economics, Sociology, Medieval Irish and 
Celtic Studies and Theology. Entry for 
September 2014 is through the CAO.

As well as the flagship BA in Local and 
Community Studies, which involves nine 
Departments of NUI Maynooth, the 
Campus also offers a range of shorter NUI 
Certificate and Diploma programmes 

for students aged 21 and over in 
Renewable Energy Technologies, Training 
and Continuing Education,  Return to 
Learning,  Counselling skills, Addiction 
Studies, Creative Writing for Publication 
and Psychology.

From time to time, the Campus offers a 
variety of non-accredited daytime and 
evening courses and we also provide TEG 
Irish Language classes (Teastas Eorpach 
na Gaeilge) which can be taken with or 
without exams.

Our students find the friendly, learner 
centred atmosphere; the excellent 
student support and the excellent 
facilities, including our library and IT 
Room all conducive to getting the best 
out of their time with us both in terms of 
personal development and third level 
qualifications. So far over 1100 people 
from Kilkenny and the surrounding area 
have received a third level qualification 
through our Campus.  

Come along to our Hear/Dare and 
CAO Information Clinic on Saturday, 
11th January 2014, 10am-2pm, here at 
Kilkenny Campus.
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The clinic will give information on the 
Disability Access Route to Education 
(DARE) which is a supplementary 
admissions scheme for school-leavers 
with disabilities. The Higher Education 
Access Route (HEAR) is a third level 
admissions scheme for school leavers 
from socio-economically disadvantaged 
backgrounds. Applicants for HEAR and 
DARE must meet the eligibility criteria to 
compete for a quota of places allocated 
to applicants on a reduced points 
basis in NUI Maynooth. There will also 
be an information session on the CAO 
application process for school-leavers 
and mature students.  

For further information please contact us 
at Tel: 056 777 5910 / 087 2630999 or email 
Kilkenny.campus@nuim.ie. You can also 
visit our website at kilkenny.nuim.ie. 
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Pope Francis is a realist (#109). He 
addresses issues that matter in ways that 
people understand. He is also a dreamer. 
He has a dream for the Church (#27)

His new document, Evangelii Gaudium, 
(The Joy of the Gospel) is wonderful. It 
offers so much to our Church and our 
world.

Nevertheless, Pope Francis takes care 
not to overstate its impact. He is aware, 
he says, that papal documents ‘do not 
arouse the same interest as in the past 
and that they are quickly forgotten’ 
(#25).  However, I think he could well be 
mistaken in this particular case.  Evangelii 
Gaudium is an important, perhaps even 
revolutionary document and will be 
remembered. It has prompted praise 
from figures as diverse as Senator David 
Norris and George Weigel. No doubt not 
everybody will be impressed by the Pope’s 
143 page booklet. Fans of ‘trickle down 
economics’ probably won’t enjoy it (#54). 
But far more important than provoking 
comment, it invites reflection, calls to 
conversion and urges participation. That 
is where the rubber hits the road!

It will take the Church time to unpack 
and live this document, to dream the 
dream. There is lots in there from reform 
of the Church to economics to homilies. It 
is easy to read, certainly by the standards 
of many previous Roman documents. The 
language reminds you of Paul VI more 
than John Paul II – more pastoral, less 
philosophical. There are lots of Vatican II 
ideas and language in there also. It draws 
on the discussions that occurred during 
the 2012 Synod of Bishops but the thought 
it contains was nourished and brought 
to maturity by Francis himself (#16). This 
is a document from a humble Pope. He 
doesn’t seek to present a solution to every 
problem (#16). He leaves room for the 
rest of us. The document is presented as 
an encouragement to all members of the 
Church, or in more traditional language, 
it is an Apostolic Exhortation. 

Evangelii Gaudium is indeed encouraging 
and challenging. It is life-giving. It 
encourages/challenging/invites us to 
pray, reflect, think, act and work together. 
It encourages us to take responsibility for 
our Church. Francis invites us to abandon 
complacency, the attitude that says ‘We 

Gospel Joy
Albert McDonnell

Recently Pope Francis wrote his first Apostolic Exhortation 
Evangelii Gaudium. It is an amazing and accessible read.  

We strongly recommend you read the document in its entirety.
 It can be found on the Ossory website. In the meantime 

Albert McDonnell, a Priest of Killaloe diocese, offers us here an insight into it.

(The numbers within this text refer to paragraph numbers in the Pope’s document, 
eg #128 refers to the paragraph numbered 128 in Evangelii Gaudium. 

This is the usual way to refer accurately to different parts of church teaching)
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have always done it this way’ (#33). The Pope 
challenges us to rethink our ‘the goals, structures, 
style and methods’ (ibid) as we seek to live and 
preach the gospel. This is a task for the whole 
Church. Lots to unpack there!

Later, the Pope adds that we should not be afraid 
to examine customs, even beautiful customs that 
do not any longer serve a purpose. He references 
St Thomas Aquinas to say that Christ and the 
Apostles gave very few laws to the Church and 
St Augustine on our freedom (#43).

Many laws and customs can and should be 
changed. Are they fit for purpose? But which 
laws and customs? Anything that the Church has 
changed in the past, can be changed again so 
as to further the mission of presenting Christ to all 
people. The document gives some examples. 
These include the exercise of the office of the 
papacy, or Bishop of Rome as Francis prefers, 
the role of bishops’ conferences (#32) and the 
participation of the faithful in their parishes 
(#28) and dioceses (#31) and perhaps most 
controversially, the link between sacramental 
power and power in general in our Church 
(#104). These are just examples, albeit important 
ones. There are many other laws and customs 
to be examined and reviewed in the light of the 
gospel imperative to live and preach the gospel. 
We look forward eagerly to the list maturing.  

Lots of work, a labour of love, here for all members 
of the Church as we reflect on which laws and 
customs help us live and preach the gospel and 
which need changing. Lots of reflection and 
study ‘with great freedom’ required from scripture 
scholars and theologians (#40). Do doubt 
canonists will play a role also. The Church’s moral 
teaching is also included (#37). This will take time, 
prayer and patience. Doctrine is not monolithic, 
it’s richness calls forth nuance and development 
(#40). It is alive. There is a hierarchy of truths, some 
matter more than others, some are closer to the 
heart of the Gospel than others (#36).  
Evangelii Gaudium is realistic. There are a lot of 
customs, laws and structures in our Church that 
don’t work well. They need changing. We all 
have an essential role to play in this work so that 
we can present Christ to all people, having first 
encountered Him ourselves. 
A dream worth living!



page 26

Voice of God
Sunday Night Youth 

Prayer Group
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Sean Hickey

The prayer meeting began in mid October 
2013. A group of young adults that had 
come to know God through other prayer 
groups felt drawn to a more Spirit led 
and reflective form of prayer. The group 
came together once a week over the 
past two years to pray for discernment. 
We asked the Lord to guide us to do his 
will and draw others to him, because of 
this prayer we chose the name Voice 
of God.  It became a weekly necessity 
for each of us, to close one week by 

bringing our thanksgivings and problems 
before the true presence of Christ in the 
Blessed Sacrament. We asked the Lord 
to guide us in the week ahead and as 
a result the lives of each one of us has 
been transformed. The group continued 
to pray not knowing what lay in store for 
us in the future. After a few months the 
group began to get anxious about what 
direction to take, we were told to have 
patience. Eventually we felt called to 
open up the group to others. The group 

I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, 
“Behold, God’s dwelling is 
with the human race. He 
will dwell with them and 
they will be his people 
and God himself will 
always be their God”. 

Rev. 21:3
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continued to grow in strength of number 
and power of prayer, listening to God’s 
voice.  It was fitting that at this very time 
the Blessed Sacrament Chapel at St 
Marys Cathedral became available. The 
Chapel lends itself to reflective prayer, 
its small size, is welcoming and warm, 
providing a sacred space for both silent 
and guided prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament. The group has its own 
musician who provides fitting music that 
accompanies our prayer. 

It can be difficult for young people to feel 
at home in the institutional church, with 
many steering away from rite and ritual. 
This prayer group offers an introduction, 
appreciation and an understanding of 
prayer and the blessings a relationship 
with God brings. The group is peer led, 
which allows new comers to feel welcome 
and at home from the start, we also have 
two priests who guide and accompany 
us in our prayer. The meeting will allow 

you to remove yourself from the hustle 
and bustle of the world for one hour every 
week. The meeting begins at 7.30pm 
each Sunday with praise and worship 
followed by prayer and reflection. Silent 
time allows you to spend some personal 
time with Christ, and the meeting closes 
with healing prayers. 

With so many young people abandoning 
the church and searching for peace 
and happiness in the things of the world, 
peace only God can offer, it is important 
that prayer becomes part of your life. 
Why not come along this Sunday or 
encourage someone else to try this life 
giving experience. The youth of today 
are the church of tomorrow. Go on try 
something new!

The meeting is at 7.30pm each Sunday in 
the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, St Marys 
Cathedral, Kilkenny
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The aim of this open day was to platform
 Kilkenny Garda Station within the Kilkenny Community

 and to build relationships with the general public

Anthony Farrell

Kilkenny Garda Station 
within the Kilkenny 

Community
On 29th June 2009, the Kilkenny Carlow 
Garda Division was born and Kilkenny 
Garda Station was established as a 
new Divisional Headquarters under the 
command of Divisional Officer, Chief 
Superintendent Michael McGarry, a 
native of Kilkenny. The creation of the 
Kilkenny Carlow Division was the result of 
a realignment of Garda boundaries. 

The development of the Garda Station 
has involved significant challenges 
for a building that was designed and 
constructed during the early years of 
the Second World War. Its original layout 
was drawn from a standard plan similar 
to Wexford and Sundrive Road Garda 
Stations but while Wexford had a more 
modernist elevational treatment, Kilkenny 
had a more traditional Neo-Georgian 
facade. 

The first significant extension to Kilkenny 
Garda Station was undertaken in the 
1990s with accommodation for a new 
Parade Room, Locker Room and other 
offices to the rear of the Station at a 
cost of £200,000. At that time a similar 
brick from the Ormonde Brick Company 
in Castlecomer was used in the 
construction. 

New Works
A contract to refurbish the existing Station 
was awarded to Clancy Construction, 
Drangan, Thurles, Co. Tipperary, to 
commence in late February 2013 and it 
reached substantial completion on 23 
July 2013. 
The works have involved:
1.	A  complete overhauling of the 

Mechanical and Electrical systems.
2.	 The upgrading of the Cells to a safe 

ligature free status.
3.	 The provision of two additional cells.
4.	 The provision of a new Custody suite 

and interview rooms
5.	 The additional of new security and 

CCTV systems
6.	 The provision of a new Public Office 

and consultation rooms.
7. 	A  new accessible entrance porch
8.	A  lift to make all areas of the station 

disabled access compliant
9.	 Complete redecoration and 

improvements to insulation. New 
Perimeter boundaries and controlled 
Access.

The final part of the renovation of Kilkenny 
Garda Station was completed on 1st 
August 2013.  This completed in full the 
refurbishment project of Kilkenny Garda 
Station.
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Open Day
Then under the guidance of 
Superintendent Padraig Dunne, District 
Officer, Kilkenny an open day for the 
public was planned for Kilkenny Garda 
Station for Monday, 18th November 2013, 
11am - 2pm.  The aim of this open day 
was to platform Kilkenny Garda Station 
within the Kilkenny Community and to 
build relationships with the general public 
through this Open Day and thereafter 
Formal Opening.  

This open day showcased our expertise 
to the people of Kilkenny with displays 

of members in uniform, members in 
Public Order Unit Kit, Scenes of Crime Unit 
Members, Traffic Cars, Traffic Motorcycles 
and Garda Mountain Bikes and also have 
display stands of Garda equipment, 
Garda vehicles on display, Mounted 
Unit, Garda Dog Unit, Garda Water Unit 
and the Garda Band.  The open day 
entertained upwards of 1,000 guests and 
was a huge success with the people of 
Kilkenny, especially the young children 
from the local schools.

Then, the formal opening took place 
on  Monday, 18th November 2013 at 4pm 
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when the newly renovated Kilkenny Garda 
Station was be formally opened by the 
Minister for Environment, Community and 
Local Government, Mr Phil Hogan TD also 
in attendance was Garda Commissioner 
Martin Callinan.  Approximately 250 invites 
guests from the Kilkenny Community 
issued for the official opening including 
local politicians, neighbourhood 
watch coordinators, community alert 
coordinators, religious leaders, other 
stake holders in the form of Health Service 
Executives, Fire Service, serving Garda 
Members and family, serving Reserve 
Garda Members and family, Clerical 
Staff and family, and so on. This event too 
was a huge success with all guests very 
positive about their experience.

Then later that evening, a Mass was 
celebrated by Fr Dermot Ryan and 
Monsignor Kieron Kennedy at 7.30pm in 

St Mary’s Cathedral, Kilkenny.  Music for 
this special celebration was provided by 
the Garda Band. For the past number 
of years An Garda Siochana, Kilkenny 
and the extended family of Kilkenny 
Garda Station have come together, as 
is traditional in November, to remember 
those who have died. This year resulting 
from the renovations of Kilkenny Garda 
Station, it was felt appropriate that 
not only we remembered the past but 
also acknowledge the present and 
look forward to the future of An Garda 
Siochana in Kilkenny. 

Once again the gathering was most 
enjoyable with all members of the 
community coming to share in the 
experience.  It is good to mark significant 
days!
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The emphasis of the Parish 
Centre is parish...

Liam Taylor

St Patrick’s Parish Centre

I remember arriving back late one 
winter’s evening to our then presbytery 
in Ormonde Road, Kilkenny (A house 
that, in those days, was shared by three 
priests and also doubled up as a parish 
office and meeting rooms), and walking 
into my sitting room, only to discover four 
parishioners holding a meeting. “All the 
other rooms were filled Father,” said one 
with a smile, “and sure we didn’t think 
you’d mind us using yours.” Of course 
I didn’t mind, but it did bring clearly to 
my mind the severe shortage of proper 
meeting facilities in the largest parish in 
the Diocese of Ossory.

Fortunately plans were already being put 
in place to address this deficit. Building 
on the work of previous administrations, 
the St Patrick’s Parish Team, under the 
leadership of Fr Dan Carroll, began work 
on planning for the building of a purpose-
built Parish Centre that would provide for 
the long term needs of the parish.

The first task before anything else was 
done was to hold a parish-wide survey. The 
aim of this detailed survey was to get the 
views of the parish community, those who 
would ultimately be using any facilities 
that would eventually be provided. This 
exercise proved to be a valuable starting 
point as it not only gauged the people’s 

attitude towards the project but also 
gave new insights into parish needs and 
areas of ministry that might otherwise 
have been overlooked.

With the survey in hand, fundraising began 
and the expertise of many different 
people from planning, to building and 
forward strategy was sought. We were 
overwhelmed by the amount of goodwill 
and support we received and it soon 
became obvious that not only would a 
Parish Centre be possible, but also the 
building of a number of houses for the 
elderly and new living accommodation 
for the priests of the parish could be 
achieved.

St Patrick’s Parish Centre opened in 2009 
and from the start it became a huge 
success.  Groups from all over the city and 
beyond, voluntary, private and public, 
all sought to use the new facilities which 
consists of two large halls, three medium 
meeting rooms, a coffee dock, kitchen 
and library, as well as media facilities, 
and counselling rooMs  A small religious 
items shop is also provided in the foyer of 
the Parish Centre.  As of December 2013, 
there are over fifty different groups using 
the Centre on a regular basis with others 
booking the facilities on a need basis.  
The emphasis is on ‘parish first’ and then, 

from sittingroom to 
finest facilities
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as long as groups abide by our Catholic 
ethos, we are happy to accommodate 
where possible.

Many visitors to the Parish Centre remark 
at how bright, warm and spacious the 
Centre is, but what is most commented 
on is the friendliness of the large number 
of volunteers that ‘man’ the reception.  
This group of 27 dedicated people, co-
ordinated by Mrs Rita Byrne do the parish 
proud in being helpful to everyone who 
calls. The Centre is also home to the Parish 
Office and under the watchful eye of Mrs 
Michelle O’Connor, our secretary, the 
day-to-day running of the parish is kept 
firmly in hand.

The emphasis of the Parish Centre is 
parish and, with this in mind, events and 
gatherings are organised on a regular 
basis aimed at strengthening our bond 
as a parish. Some examples are: every 
Tuesday morning, tea and coffee is 
served after 10.30am Mass and members 
of the congregation are invited to join us 

for a chat. Each year the senior citizens 
party is held in the Centre and provides a 
welcome evening for our parish. Special 
services held in St Fiacre’s Church, as 
well as funerals have all received the 
hospitality offered by the Centre and its 
many volunteers.  

The Parish Centre is opened Monday to 
Friday from 9.00am to 5.00pm and is run 
by the ever-efficient Mr Ted Byrne (himself 
a volunteer). All bookings for the Centre 
can be made by ringing the Parish Office 
and asking for Ted.

So we have moved from holding make-
shift meetings in my sittingroom to having 
some of the finest parish and meeting 
facilities in the country.  St Patrick’s Parish 
is blessed with both a new Centre and 
the volunteers who run it.  It has helped 
bond our parish together into a close-
knit community. If ever you are in the 
Loughboy area, you are welcome to 
drop in and see for yourself. You will be 
assured of a friendly welcome.

A book written by local man Ray Cleere has raised 
€7,100 for the Cystic Fibrosis Association of Ireland which 
celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2013. Entitled “Proudly 
She Stands After 150 years” the book marks the 150th 
anniversary of St Mary’s Cathedral in Kilkenny which 
was opened in 1857. It contains fascinating information 
about the magnificent building, the people who created 
that history, and it recounts many of the events that took 
place in the Cathedral over a century and a half.

The book, which is illustrated by a number of historic 
photographs is on sale at The Book Centre (056) 7762117; 
Stone House Books (056) 7790780; Rothe House (056) 
7722893; St Mary’s Clatter House Book Shop (056) 7703884 
and from Ray Cleere, Oakwood, Kilfera, Kilkenny (056) 
7722117. Cost is €10 per copy.

Ray Cleere was a journalist with the “Kilkenny People” 
newspaper for many years. He is now a regular 
contributor to “Ireland’s Own” magazine. He has had 
articles published in the “Irish Independent” and the 
“Sunday Independent” newspapers. 

BOOK ON St MARY’S CATHEDRAL RAISES €7,100
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My name is Ruth Skehan and I am one 
of the five transition year students from 
Grennan College that has been accepted 
to travel on the pilgrimage to Lourdes in 
2014. I am very excited and delighted 
to get the chance to go to Lourdes and 
get to have the experience that very few 
people my age get to have.  

Since I was in first year I heard a lot of 
stories from people who went to Lourdes 
and they all said that it was an incredible 
journey. After hearing all these stories it 
made me think about going to Lourdes 
and getting the opportunity to get the 
chance to go while it’s being offered to 
me.

First, I had to write out an interview 
application form that asked me about 
my experiences for caring for people 
and what I do in my local church. After 
the application was sent in we had to 
wait to be told when the interviews would 
be held. Sr Louise Phelan and Fr Ray 
Dempsey interviewed us and answered 
any questions about Lourdes that we 
had. Before the interview I was very 
nervous because I was afraid that I would 
say something wrong, but then I went into 
the interview and it was great. Sr Louise 
and Fr Ray were very friendly and I thank 
them for a great interview. 

After the interviews were over we all had 
to wait until the next day to be told if we 
were accepted or not. It was a stressing 
time because in my head all I could think 
about was “am I going to be accepted” 
or “what if I don’t?” It wasn’t a fun time but 
it was worth it in the end. The names were 
put on the notice board in school. We 
were all delighted to have been picked 
and to get this amazing opportunity to 
help people and to get the chance to 
see Lourdes instead of looking at pictures. 
I am really looking forward to helping the 
people that we are going to Lourdes with 
and help be part of their journey and 
their experience.

At the moment our focus is to fundraise 
money to fund our trip to Lourdes. Over 
the next few months we have preparation 
days with the other helpers from the 
diocese who are going to Lourdes with us. 
We don’t know any of the other helpers 
yet but I am excited to get to meet them 
and make friends. I have no doubt that 
the Lourdes pilgrimage will be as amazing 
as all the stories I have heard about it and I 
cannot wait to enjoy this amazing journey 
with my friends and the other people that 
will be taking this journey too. I would like 
to thank Mr Dooley who gave me this 
chance to go to Lourdes and let me get 
this experience that not many people in 
my class will get a chance to do. 

Lourdes Pilgrimage
Ruth Skehan

I have no doubt that the Lourdes 
pilgrimage will be as amazing as all 

the stories I have heard about it
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Billy Swan

A theology 
of Christmas

St Augustine once described 

our efforts to capture the 

mystery of God as being like 

trying to pour the sea into a 

hole in the sand on the beach. 

The same could be said of 

trying capture the theology 

of Christmas. No words can 

capture the mystery. They can 

only lead us into the heart of 

it. Here I dare to suggest four 

words that lead us into the spirit 

of Christmas. Like steps that 

lead us down into a pool, the 

words of presence, solidarity, 

awe and change, immerse 

us into the mystery of this holy 

season and bathe us in its light.
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Presence
To Abraham and Moses, God promised 
to be with his people on their journey 
through life (cf. Gen. 12:1ff; Ex. 3:12). He 
would be known as Immanuel, the name 
which means ‘God is with us’ (cf. Is. 7:14). 
When Christ was born, God’s promise 
was fulfilled. God had come and visited 
his people (cf. Matt. 1:23; Luke 1:68). He 
is the Word who became flesh and lived 
among us (cf. John 1:14). He did not 
come only to leave again but to stay: ‘I 
will be with you always, yes until the end 
of time’ (Matt. 28:20). This is his promise. 
He is with us now. He will be there for us 
in the future. Kneeling before the crib 
assures us of this.

Solidarity
We humans can be present to one 
another physically but removed by so 
many differences. Like closed circles that 
bounce off each other, there are only lives 
that do not interact and do not change. 
With Christ it was different. By becoming 
human he mysteriously united himself to 
every human life, to yours and to mine. 
By his birth into poverty and uncertainty, 
he revealed a God at home in human 
imperfection and someone who came 
to know the challenge of living. O what 
great love like no other! To be saved by 
God as a human brother. Who knows 
us from the inside out and what human 
struggle is all about. There in the crib, 
lying in the manger as a helpless child is 
our human brother. He knows what is in 
our hearts. He knows what life is like and 
what we are going through. Talk to him.

Awe
Why do so many throng our Churches 
again for Christmas? What is the attraction 
for us? Why is Christmas special? There 
before the crib, the felt immensity of 
God’s love weighs upon us: the love that 
humbles itself as a helpless baby. Before 
the Christ child we also feel the immensity 
of our own littleness: an insignificance 
that is declared important enough for 
him to draw near and reach our hearts 
with his love. When we gaze at the crib 
somehow we know that our lives have 
meaning and purpose. We know that our 
greatest desire is to give ourselves to Him 
as He gives Himself to us. He is so close yet 
so above, so beyond. When they came 
to the crib, the Magi fell on their knees. 
Before the awe and wonder of Christmas, 
we do the same.

Change
St Irenaeus once said that God loves us 
just as we are but so much that we will 
not remain as we are. From the moment 
of his conception in Mary’s womb, Jesus 
turned lives upside down and changed 
them forever. Such was the effect of his 
life. He had come to make all things new. 
For his kingdom to come, things had to 
change and we need to change too. In 
becoming human, Christ left his comfort 
zone and invites us beyond our own. 
Celebrating Christmas is dangerous for 
it draws us into God’s passionate dream 
for a new world. Are we prepared to take 
the risk?

Presence, solidarity, awe and change. Four words that 
lead us into the mystery of Christmas. Immersed in that 
mystery, we meet Immanuel, God with us, Jesus our 
human brother who leads us beyond ourselves to adore 
him and join with him in making a better world.
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Jim Cassin

Religious 
Education

in our 
schools: 

in or out?
A key question for our post-primary schools is the 
place of Religious Education in the curriculum. In 
light of the publication of A Framework for Junior 
Cycle earlier this year, there is now an urgent need 
for school communities to reflect on the value 
and contribution of Religious Education to their 
students, particularly, but not exclusively at Junior 
Cycle level.
 
Two recent publications provide a broad context 
for this discussion: Share the Good News, the 
National Directory for Catechesis (Irish Episcopal 
Conference IEC, 2010) and the aforementioned 
Framework for Junior Cycle (National Council for 
Curriculum and Assessment, 2012). 

In the light of the insights gleamed from these 
documents, school communities can consider the 
merits of including Religious Education as a core 
subject in Catholic schools. Patrons and Trustees will 
endeavour to support schools as they move from 
the current Junior Certificate Religious Education 
Syllabus to a new Junior Cycle Religious Education 
syllabus, due for implementation in 2017.

EDUCATION MATTERS
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What are these 
documents about?

Share the Good News 
•	 Share the Good News is our National Directory 

for Catechesis and it contains wisdom and 
guidelines on how to develop our faith as 
parishes, schools, communities and individuals. 
In it, we are reminded that Catholic schools 
contribute “generously” to the faith formation 
of children and young people (SGN, 91). This 
is true not only in terms of Religious Education 
but also in the opportunities for faith formation 
provided in other subject areas and in extra-
curricular activities. 

•	 It envisages a form of Religious Education 
that respects the principal agents of religious 
education as the home, school and parish. 
It states clearly that communication and 
co-operation between the three partners 
is essential if young people are to be 
encouraged towards maturity of faith. For this 
reason, discussions around the place of RE at 
Junior Cycle must include the parents and 
families of students in Catholic schools.

This document invites us to consider:
•	 In what way does the vision for Religious 

Education outlined in Share the Good 
News affirm what is being done in Catholic 
schools?

•	 In what way does it challenge your 
understanding of Religious Education?

A Framework for Junior 
Cycle 
•	 A Framework for Junior Cycle sets in 

motion a review of the Junior Certificate. 
This is an opportune moment for Catholic 
school communities to consider the place 
of Religious Education at Junior Cycle. 
Such deliberations will have an inevitable 
impact on provision at Senior Cycle level 
also. It is therefore important that school 
communities are careful not to make a 
decision about one in isolation from the 
other.  

•	 A Framework for Junior Cycle expresses 
what students should learn at Junior Cycle 
in twenty-four statements of learning. The 
statements of learning form part of what the 
students are required to know, understand 
and value. In addition, it proposes a set of 
key skills which each student will experience 
as part of their learning. 

•	 It is critical that Catholic school communities 
articulate how well Religious Education fits 
into the key skills and learning outcomes 
for school going students. 

The Framework for Junior Cycle invites us to 
clarify:
•	 How Religious Education contributes to the 

holistic education of students. 
•	 How Religious Education contributes to 

any curriculum that wishes to develop the 
moral, ethical and spiritual dimension of 
the students’ learning and understanding.

Conclusion
A key question for the Catholic school 
communities is: Do we wish to see Religious 
Education considered a core subject in our 
schools, examined in the same way as other 
core subjects, such as English, Gaeilge and 
Maths? 
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Following His footsteps 
towards a Papal Cross
Nicholas Dunphy St Kieran’s College

The Pope John Paul II Award is dedicated 
to the memory of the late Pope John 
Paul II whose love of young people was 
so profound. The Award was launched by 
the Papal Nuncio to Ireland, His Excellency 
Most Rev Dr Giuseppe Lazzarotto, on 7th 
November 2006 in the Diocese of Derry, 
Ireland. Through the Pope John Paul II 
Award, young people are encouraged 
to take an active part in the life of the 
Church, in the life of the community 
and society and also we become more 
aware of the teachings and role of the 
Catholic Church in the world. This enables 
us to engage at a deep level with Christ 
at mass and at home. It allows young 
people to understand that religion and 
faith is not just for learning, nor is it a list of 
rules, but that it is for living.

A reflection... 
Pope John Paul II Awards

In my fourth year in school in St Kieran’s 
College the JPII awards were started in 
the Diocese of Ossory. I was delighted 
to get the opportunity to take part in the 
gold award which consisted of Parish 
Involvement and Social Awareness.  
There was a lot of interest in taking part 
in the awards in the first year that it was 
introduced into St Kieran’s College. Thanks 
to Mr Maher and Fr Ryan the awards were 
well organised in the school. 

With the help and guidance of Fr Kieran 
O’Shea I undertook Parish Involvement. 
For this element of the gold award we 
can do many different activities. For my 
involvement I did offertory collecting, 
reading, cleaning the church and 
helped prepare the confirmation class 
through the confirmation programme. 

Nicholas Dunphy
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For my Parish Involvement I did the 
Eucharistic Minister course and am 
now a Eucharistic Minister in the Parish 
of Ballycallan. I helped out in the local 
parish hall which for me was great as 
it gave me the opportunity to take an 
active part in my community. Showing 
good community spirit in my opinion is so 
important.  

For my Social Awareness I was a ‘chairde’ 
in the school which was a great way to 
get to know and help out new students in 
the school. I am the County Youth Officer 
with Comhaltas so again helping with the 
youth is so important to me. As in all walks 
of life we are the future generation. 

I am extremely grateful to have been 
given the opportunity to partake in the 
PJPII awards as these awards taught me 
a huge amount about the importance of 
being involved in my school, my parish 
and my family. 

Saying Yes to your 
Faith and the Pope 
John Paul II Awards!
Alex Broderick 6th year CBS Kilkenny

1.	 In Baptism our parents said yes to 
sign us into the membership of the 
church.

2.	 At Communion we said yes to 
welcoming Jesus into our lives.

3.	 At Confirmation we chose to welcome 
the Holy-Spirit by saying yes.

4.	 The next stage in my faith development 
was saying YES to the Pope John Paul 
Awards and this was a welcome step 
and it can be for you also.

After compiling this memoir on my two 
years of the Pope John Paul Awards I 
have come to experience the great 
opportunity that was handed to me.
By saying Yes to the project I managed to 
open my eyes to the world around me. 
Visiting old neighbours made me happy 
by seeing the smile on their faces, many 

For the Social component of the award 
I volunteered in the St Patricks Centre in 
Kilkenny. This involved working with the 
patients at every level-from helping out 
at meal times to cleaning and social 
interaction.

When I was offered the opportunity to 
take on the Papal Cross I jumped at the 
opportunity and was delighted to go for 
it. I went to my local Parish Priest Fr Lorcan 
Moran who was great I must admit and 
he was delighted to have the youth of 
the parish involved in the award. He 
asked me to train as a Eucharistic minister 
and I had previously been thinking of it 
after the gold award. I was delighted 
to do the course. Another student from 
St Kieran’s College also attended the 
same Eucharistic minister training course, 
as a result we now act as the Eucharistic 
ministers for the school.

The Papal Cross is for students who have 
already completed and received the 
Gold Award.
The requirements for the Papal Cross are 
as follows: 
•	 Parish Involvement: 1 hour per week 

x 26 weeks
•	 Social Awareness: 1 hour per week x 

26 weeks

Alex Broderick
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of whom wouldn’t see anyone 
else during the week. They believe in us 

youths when we look out for them. 

It is my intention to give a copy of my 
project to future Pope John Paul Awards 
participants because I know that if they 
get half of the satisfaction that I got, by 
completing this award, then it will have 
been worth it. I hope that this project will 
give a clear insight into the aim of the 
award and be a source of ideas and 
encouragement for future participants. 
The greatest opportunity that was afforded 
to me during the Award was being given 
the chance to go to Medjugorje. This has 
fully restored my faith in God as I went 
through experiences there that only God 
could explain. I felt an inner peace that 
I felt nowhere else in the world and it will 
stay with me forever.
For me, going to Lourdes summed up how 
well young people can work with others 
in society. These awards made me think 
more about the less fortunate in this world. 
One of the most touching occasions for 
me during this award was standing with 
the Lourdes group in front of the Blessed 
Virgin’s Crown in Lourdes and looking 
down at the candle light procession. I saw 
old folk and young folk being brought to 
the front lying motionless on the beds. This 
will always stay in my memory. It showed 
me how far people will go to show their 
dedication to their religion and we, the 
youth are capable and must carry on the 
Light of ChriSt 

After completing the Pope John Paul 
Gold and Papal Cross Awards I can say 
that my Faith has been restored. That gift 
of the Holy Spirit that I received in Baptism 
has now re-entered my life and guides me 
daily. I would like to thank the Diocese of 
Ossory for making the award available, 
the C.B.S. secondary school staff for 
providing opportunities to be involved 
in community and faith activities and 
my parents for being my primary guide 
in my life journey to date. I would like to 
assure them all that it was worthwhile and 
rewarding in ways they will never know. I 
would also like to give future people for 
this award a word of advice: Believe in 
God, do all the Awards available and 
somewhere along the way you will find 
God as I did. Keep your eyes open and 
keep your faith alive!

Young people of Ireland, I love you!  
Young people of Ireland, I bless you! 

Pope John Paul II !

Conclusion:
“Ask yourselves, young people, about 
the love of ChriSt Acknowledge His voice 
resounding in the temple of your heart. 
If He asks much of you, it is because He 
knows you can give much.” Pope John 
Paul II.
What is Church?
For me the church is not the building but 
the actions and intentions of its members. 
It should also become your flagstone in 
life, the goal to which you try to strive, for 
inner peace and happiness. It is your faith, 
cherish it and see where it takes you during 
your life’s adventure. Doing this award has 
shown me that the youth are the future 
of religion. This is reflected for me in the 
miracle that is Medjugorje.  Pope John 
Paul II was one, that for us youths, really 
drove home that message. He believed 
in young people and really appreciated 
their role in the church. When he visited 
Ireland he especially praised our youth 
and that includes young people who will 
do this award in his memory in years to 
come. “I believe in the youth, I believe in 
the youth of Ireland”.
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Kathleen Maher, Chairperson, NDPC

Starting out on a 4 year term on the Northern 
Deanery Pastoral Council was a daunting task 
We met for the first time on June 12th, 2013 
for a “getting to know you” evening under 
the helpful stewardship of Sr Helen Maher, 
Diarmuid Healy and Fr Larry Wallace, who was 
deputising for Fr Tom Murphy. This was a very 
informative meeting and gave us an idea of 
what future meetings would involve, prayer 
being a central focus.
Our September meeting, chaired by Fr 
Larry Wallace, saw the election of Paula 
Stapleton as secretary and Kathleen Maher 
as chairperson.

It was a bit like a voyage into the unknown, 
but at least we were all in it together. That first 
meeting was an open forum with a sharing of 
hopes, aspirations and fears. Questions being 
asked were:
•	 how we came to represent our parish,
•	 what was our role, 
•	 how do we report back to our parish 
•	 what was expected from each meeting. 

As officers, our biggest fear was that our 
meetings would not meet the needs of our 
group, all of whom were giving up their free 
time and needed to feel it was worthwhile. 
Careful thought and planning was needed 
for each meeting and inviting suggestions 
from the group as to how our meetings would 
be structured. All were agreed that we should 
build on the work carried out by the previous 
Northern Deanery Pastoral Council (NDPC). 

Clustering of parishes was one of the topics 
discussed and what it meant. Seeing this as 
a sharing of clergy between neighbouring 
parishes, while practical, was a limited view. 
Activities led by a particular parish, with an 
invitation to other parishes to attend was a 
more positive view. 

Sharing ideas to celebrate particular times 
in the Church calendar was a very valuable 
aspect of our meetings. Activities for the 
Close of the “Year of Faith” included Mass 
of Thanksgiving, a Novena, special Mass to 
remember our faithful departed and Rosary in 
the local cemetery, to name but a few. Ideas 
for Advent and Christmas included journeying 
towards Christmas by using the crib, adding 
figures to it each week of Advent, prayers 
before Mass, from a prepared booklet, for 
each week was very impressive. Getting the 
congregation to sing at Mass was another 
suggestion. We were all agreed that parishes 
need advance notice of all these ideas so 
they could plan effectively for each event.  
Catholic School’s week is at the end of 
January, 2014 and it was suggested that 
resources would go out as early as possible 
so that schools could plan their activities. 
This was seen as an activity where the parish 
council might make contact with their local 
school and bring church and school together 
to celebrate this event.

Pope Francis was seen as an inspiration to 
us. We all felt we would like to know more 
about him and hear what he had to say. 
One member of our group, Bro. Stephen, 
volunteered to source an article about Pope 
Francis for discussion at our January meeting.

It was generally agreed that we need a 
connection between parish, parish pastoral 
council and the northern deanery forum so 
that we are all “singing off the same hymn 
sheet”.  

We are now facing into the future together, 
with a shared focus, to deepen our own faith, 
be a resource to our respective parish pastoral 
councils and to link all areas of our Christian 
community together.

Northern Deanery
Pastoral Council
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Michael Byrne

Parish Cell Groups foster within a parish 
a greater community spirit

“Come and see, 
what have you 
got to lose?”

In the Diocese of Ossory for the last 19 
years, Parish Cells of Evangelisation have 
been forming. Today there are nine cells 
in five different parishes of Ossory. A 
Parish Cell Group is a faith group of 4-12 
people who meet together fortnightly 
in a person’s home from September to 
June for prayer, support and spiritual 
growth with a purpose of outreach into 
their parish. A Cell group has a double 
purpose, to grow spiritually in the Catholic 
faith and to bring in new members with 
a view to forming a new Cell. In this way 
a great network of groups grow within a 
parish which offer a welcome to all. Such 
a parish can be called a “Community of 
Communities”. The aim of the Parish Cell 
Group is to foster within a parish a greater 
community spirit and an awareness of 
God in a more personal way. 

What makes a Cell 
Group different? 
A Cell Group offers a place to meet new 
people and make new friends who have 
a similar interest in their faith. The Cell 
allows people to meet and pray together 
in a comfortable environment.  The Cell 
makes sacred scripture more alive and 
accessible to all. With regard to their 
involvement in their parish most members 
are lay ministers or are involved in other 
areas of the Parish (Baptism team, Vincent 
de Paul etc). This enables people to see 
the relevance of their faith in all that they 
do so that they can make a difference in 
the varying circumstances of their lives. In 
fact the Parish Cell System has amazing 
potential. The development of Cell 
Groups can offer an exciting Parish vision 
so that they can become vibrant faith 
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communities. Parish Pastoral councils and 
Parish Priests should think and look at the 
Cell movement for enhancing their Parish. 
In Ireland new Cell Groups are constantly 
being formed throughout the country. 

Seven purposes of Cell Groups:
1.	 to grow in intimacy with the Lord.
2.	 to grow in love of one another.
3.	 to share Jesus with others.
4.	 to serve within the community.
5.	 to give and receive support.
6.	 to raise up new leaders.
7.	 to deepen our Christen identity.

Evangelisation 
The word evangelisation appears in the 
title of the Cells. The simplest description 
of what evangelisation means is “one 
person telling a hungry person where 
there is good food to be got” and in our 
Cells there is good food to be got. Pope 
Francis new “Evangelii Gaudim” (The Joy 

of the Gospel) is brimming with enthusiasm 
for evangelisation, challenging Bishops, 
Priests and Lay People into a church that 
needs to be changed and transformed. 
Pope Francis says “we cannot keep 
ourselves shut up in our parishes, in our 
communities when so many are waiting 
for the Gospel”. The Parish Cell System of 
Evangelisation is a feature of life in many 
Catholic Parishes throughout Ireland 
and the World. It is particularly evident in 
Parishes throughout America, Italy and 
France. Though a very simple process, 
lives are changed, miracles happen and 
parishes transformed. 

“Come and see” that’s our invitation to 
you to come and see what the Parish 
Cells are all about, what have you got to 
lose? What has your parish got to lose?

Are you interested? Would you like to 
know more?

Please contact us:

Cell leader	 Cell location	 Number

Kathleen Tynan	 Kilkenny	 0872468443

Yvonne O Dwyer	 Clara	 0872701984

Theresa Haughney	 Ballyfoyle	 0863925628

Catherine Butler	 Muckalee	 0872745935

Carol Fitzgerald	 Ballingarry	 0863947295

Brenda Farrell	 Callan	 0863440867

Paul Clarke	 Callan	 0862523534

Kathleen Function	 Callan	 0876439988

Ann &Gerry Stuart	 Callan	 0567725405

Denis O’Leary	 Callan	 0567725216

Michael Byrne	 Callan             	 0876382706

More information on www.parishcellsireland.net



page 46

ossory times DecemBER 2013

Bishop Patrick Collier
died 50 years ago 
Ray Cleere

Dr Collier was born at Camross, Mountrath, 
County Laois on January 12, 1880, the 
fourth son of Mr John Collier, a farmer, 
and Mrs Nora Collier who was alive at the 
time of his appointment as Co-Adjutor 
Bishop. Two of his brothers were the late 
Fr J.P. Collier, C.S.S.R. and the late Fr D. 
Collier, O.M.I., Inchicore, Dublin. His other 
brother, Mr Cornelus Collier lived in the 
United States.

He received his early education at 

Camross National School and entered 

St Kieran’s College, Kilkenny in 1896. In 

1900 he went to Maynooth where he 

was ordained on June 24, 1907. In the 

following August he went to the English 

Mission, to the Diocese of Shrewsbury and 

from that time he laboured in the parish 

of St Alban’s Wallasey, Cheshire.

The former Bishop of Ossory, 
Dr Patrick Collier died at his 
home, Sion House, Kilkenny, 
50 years ago on Friday, 
January 10, 1964. He had 
been ill for some time and 
suffered a stroke the previous 
week. He was Bishop of the 
Diocese for over 35 years 
and succeeded Dr Abraham 
Brownrigg, who had been 
Bishop for 44 years. The late 
Dr Peter Birch succeeded Dr 
Collier, who, aged 84, was 
one of the oldest Bishops in 
the country.
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Recalled to Ossory in 1911 he was 
appointed Professor in St Kieran’s College. 
The people whom he had served so well 
at Wallasey showed their appreciation 
of his services by presenting him with an 
illuminated address and a purse of gold at 
the time of his departure from St Alban’s. 

In October 1921, Dr Collier was appointed 
Curate in Cullohill and in May 1923, 
he was transferred to the Curacy of St 
Patrick’s parish, Kilkenny. In February 
1925, he was appointed Professor of St 
Kieran’s College, having succeeded the 
late Fr R. Canon Aylward, who had been 
appointed parish priest of Durrow. At the 
time of his appointment as Co-Adjutor to 
Bishop Brownrigg he was the sixth Bishop 
at that time discharging Episcopal office 
who was connected with St Kieran’s 
College.

First intimation the people of Kilkenny and 
the Diocese of Ossory had of Dr Collier’s 
appointment as Co-Adjutor was a report 
in the Irish daily newspapers on Saturday, 
May 19. The report stated that Dr Collier 
had been appointed Co-Adjutor to 
the Bishop of Ossory with the right of 
succession to Dr Abraham Brownrigg. 
The announcement was received with 
intense pleasure throughout the entire 
Diocese, particularly in the parts where 
the distinguished priest was so well known 
and respected for his piety, learning and 
noble character and it was felt that a 
worthy successor for the late Co-Adjutor, 
Rev. Dr Downey had been appointed.

Dr Collier was consecrated Bishop in St 
Mary’s Cathedral on Sunday, August 5, 
1928, the first consecration in Kilkenny 
City since Most Rev. Dr Brownrigg was 
consecrated 44 years previously on 
December 14, 1884. Dr., Brownrigg died on 
October 1, 1928, at the age of 92. He was 
one of the oldest Bishops in Christendom 
at the time of his death. St Mary’s 
Cathedral was packed to capacity for 
the consecration ceremony which was 
performed by Rev. Dr James Staunton 
who succeeded Dr Collier as President of 

St Kieran’s College. In his 35 years as Bishop 
of Ossory, Dr Collier worked extensively 
for the spiritual and temporal welfare of 
his people and in his long episcopal reign 
saw many changes for the better in the 
city, county and throughout the Diocese. 
He was responsible for many works 
which remained in a lasting testimony 
to his zeal and energy. These included 
improvements to St Mary’s Cathedral and 
a large extension to St Kieran’s College, 
the building of new churches and new 
schools throughout the Diocese and 
improvements to many churches. This 
was a work that was dear to his heart.

Dr Collier knew his people and their 
wants and he took a very special interest 
in the poor. He gave unstinting support 
to well-known organisations such as 
the St Vincent de Paul Society and any 
organisation that aimed at improving 
conditions for the poor, always found him 
a ready and generous benefactor.

Dr Collier was also a very ardent advocate 
of Irish cultures and Irish games and he 
took a very special pride in the prowess 
of the Kilkenny hurlers. He rarely missed 
an opportunity of visiting the team when 
training for an All-Ireland hurling final and 
it was fitting that one of his first public 
appearances as Co-Adjutor Bishop was 
at the opening of Nowlan Park on August 
26, 1928, when he blessed the new pitch 
prior to the All-Ireland senior hurling semi-
final in which Cork defeated Dublin 5 – 3 
to 0 – 2 in heavy rain. He also gave every 
encouragement to the development of 
the national games in St Kieran’s College 
and in the primary and secondary schools 
throughout the Diocese.

One of the big events in the life of the late 
Dr Collier was the visit to Kilkenny of the late 
Dr Paschal Robinson in 1929, following his 
appointment as Papal Nuncio to Ireland. 
Dr Robinson had been invited to Kilkenny 
by Kilkenny Corporation and was made a 
Freeman of the City. He was received in 
St Mary’s Cathedral by Dr Collier. It was a 
big day, an historic occasion for Kilkenny 
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and an important milestone in the life of 
the new Bishop who had been one year 
in office at the time.

In 1932 the late Archbishop of Liverpool, 
Rev. Dr Downey visited Kilkenny and 
preached in St Mary’s Cathedral which 
was 75 years old that year. Dr Downey, a 
Kilkennyman, was also a Freeman of the 
City.

Another important event in the Bishop’s 
Episcopal reign was the Catholic Truth 
Society Congress in Kilkenny, in 1935, 
when many members of the Irish Hierarchy 
including Rev. Dr McRory, then Archbishop 
of Armagh and Primate of All-Ireland 
attended the week’s discussions and 
special ceremonies which marked the 
auspicious occasion. Papers on various 
aspects of the Catholic Truth Society’s 
work were read by Church Dignitories 
and distinguished laymen.

Dr Collier, also a Freeman of Kilkenny, 
attended a number of civic receptions 
in the City Hall for the conferring of 
the Freedom of the City on church 
dignitories. These included two Primates 
of All-Ireland, the late Cardinal McRory 
and the late Cardinal Dalton; Cardinal 
Browne who was not made a Cardinal 
until some years after he had received 
the Freedom of the City; and two nuncios, 
the late Rev. Paschal Robinson and the 
late Rev. Dr O’Hara, who later became 
Apostolic Delegates to England., another 
distinguished church dignitory received 
by Dr Collier in St Kieran’s College was 
Cardinal Gilroy, Australia.

On Sunday, January 12, 1964, 50 years 
ago, Kilkenny was a silent city, the silence 
broken only by the recitation of the 
Rosary and the singing of psalms, relayed 
from St Mary’s Cathedral, as the remains 
of the late Dr Collier were removed from 
his home at Sion House to the Cathedral. 
The cortege was joined en route by the 
men and boys from the four city parishes. 
It was met at the Borough Boundary by 
the Mayor, Councillor Tommy Delaney 
and members of Kilkenny Corporation. 
The streets were lined with schoolchildren, 
the boys on one side and the girls on the 
other and from St John’s church to James’ 
Street, thousands of people from the city 
and county thronged the footpaths.

Clergy from the Diocese accompanied 
Dr Peter Birch, Bishop of Ossory in the 
funeral procession. Members of the 
Kilkenny County Board G.A.A. were led 
by Mr Nicholas Purcell, chairman, and 
the late Mr Paddy Grace, Secretary. 

Dr Birch officiated at St Mary’s Cathedral, 
assisted by a large number of clergy 
including Dr Collier’s two nephews, Fr S. 
Collier, Adm., St John’s and Fr S. Collier, 
C.C., Rathdowney. The attendance 
included the late Alderman Patrick J. 
Crotty T.D., Alderman Seamus Pattison 
T.D., the late Mr Tom Crotty, then County 
Registrar, the late Mr Rex Nolan, the late 
Mr Tommy Lanigan, solicitors, and who 
represented the Kilkenny Rugby Club 
and “Kilkenny People” editor, John Kerry 
Keane.
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Ossory Adult Faith Development
Tel 056 7753624
Email afd@ossory.ie
Web www.ossory.ie

Facing death - our own and the loss of loved ones - is one of 
life’s most difficult tasks. Whether we believe or don’t, have 
great faith or little, the challenge to make sense of it is the 
same for everyone.

This booklet, produced by the Adult Faith Development 
Group, is designed as an aid to help families during the days 
of a funeral.  It acts as a simple guide in choosing readings, 
prayers of the faithful etc... Available in the New Year.



page 50

ossory times DecemBER 2013

Making 
the Bible

A mother in a kitchen can understand where 
the Bible comes from. She looks around her 
kitchen, she sees this and that, some veg, 
some flour, some leftover meat and the plan 
stews in her mind before it stews in the pot. Out 
to the shops, and in comes all that is missing to 
put the plan in place. Before there were only 
scraps of this and that, but now there is the 
dinner, a work of art, conceived in the mind 
and served up on a plate.

The Bible’s like that. Where does it come 
from? The answer is important if ever you 
worried or even merely wondered whether 
the Church really follows the Bible properly – 
“How can the Church believe such-and-such 
when it says here that . . .?” and so on and so 
forth. We’ve all done it at some stage. People 
who get knocks on their doors from people 
who want them to join their religion can find 
themselves asking that question more often. 
So it’s an important question: where does the 
Bible come from? Because the Bible didn’t fall 
down from the sky like a meteor, and land – 
thump!! – in our hands, there to rest as the sole 
measure of the will of God. It was put together 
from scraps, new bits freshly added, and out it 

comes, served up for a lifetime’s enjoyment as 
it was conceived in the mind of the cook. The 
cook is God himself. The kitchen is Israel, and 
the cook’s assistant is the Catholic Church.

Imagine the Jews in 530 B.C. Seventy 
years ago they were conquered by the 
Babylonians and spent seventy years in exile 
and imprisonment in Babylon. In the year 530 
B.C. they finally got permission to return to 
Israel and over the following decades they 
move back to reclaim their homeland. This 
return from exile and imprisonment means 
that they are more certain than ever before 
of the power and love of their God. But before 
their grandparents left Jerusalem, they had a 
king. Now they have a problem: with no king 
or state, what makes them a nation? What 
gives them their identity now? It’s the sacred 
books, that word from God that has brought 
them back from exile.

Like the cook in the kitchen they take what they 
have around: the great words of the ancient 
prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos, spoken 
legends of their ancestors, like Abraham and 
Moses, psalms and proverbs, bits of records 

The Bible and the Church, therefore, 
go hand in hand, each building up our 
Faith by the presence of the Holy Spirit 

in each, century after century.
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Making 
the Bible

BIBLE MATTERS

Terence Crotty

from kings. They piece it together into a 

narrative which, above all, shows the guiding 

hand of God amidst all the lights and darkness 

of human life. The golden words are written 

in the book, “Hear, O Israel, you shall love the 

Lord your God.”

In the centuries after, like someone going out 

shopping for more ingredients, they add some 

inspiration: books that search for wisdom, like 

Job and Ecclesiastes, or legends that inspire 

hope, like the Book of Daniel, to complete the 

Old Testament. Finally all is changed when the 

Messiah comes. Jesus opens his mouth and 

teaches and, in his wake the New Testament 

is written, the message is transformed until it’s 

complete and rich, everything in its place. 

“The Old Testament is revealed in the New, 

and the New Testament concealed in the 

Old,” St Augustine tells us. Jesus’ preaching, 

especially in St Matthew’s Gospel, and some 

of the Letters of St Paul, already speaks to us 

of the importance of the Church. But it’s when 

we ask ourselves why the Bible includes some 

books and not others that we see most closely 

the connection of the Bible and the Church. 

Ask yourself, for example, why the First Letter 

of St Paul to the Corinthians is in the Bible and 
the First Letter of St Clement to the Corinthians, 
written only forty years later, just before the 
end of the first century, is not. Who decided? 
The first time we see for sure that someone 
cares which books make up the Bible, which 
are in and which are not, is in Rome, in the 
mind-second century: a priest called Marcion 
decided to invent his own list of books in 
a New Testament and to leave out the Old 
Testament. He hated the Jews and wasn’t too 
mainstream a Christian either. The Church in 
Rome wouldn’t compromise: Marcion was 
excommunicated and the Old Testament was 
included for ever. It was the Church, and in 
Rome, that decided which books were in and 
which weren’t.

No place is more associated with the formation 
of the Bible than Rome. As well as the debacle 
with Marcion, of course, St Peter and St Paul 
are both buried in Rome. The first official lists 
of books of the New Testament were drawn 
up in North Africa in the 4th century and when 
they did, they sent off their judgments to the 
pope in Rome for his approval. How could the 
Church be opposed to the Bible, or the Bible 
to the Church, when it was the Church that 
put the Bible together? And no place was 
more important in putting the Bible together 
than the pope’s own city, Rome. The Bible 
and the Church, therefore, go hand in hand, 
each building up our Faith by the presence of 
the Holy Spirit in each, century after century. St 
Augustine, who spent half his life writing about 
the Bible, once said, ‘I would not believe in the 
Gospel, had not the authority of the Catholic 
Church already moved me.’ The Bible and 
the Church go hand in hand.

And this is how the Bible was made: like the 
mother in the kitchen piecing together bits 
and pieces with a love that only a mother 
can have, so God in the Church pieced 
together all the scraps of writing that came 
from the faith of ancient Israel, the search for 
wisdom, the cries of the prophets, completed 
in the writings of the Four Evangelists and the 
Apostles, and gave us, over many centuries, 
the Bible we have in our hands. It’s a work of 
art, conceived in the mind of God and served 
up into our hands.
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Right: Christine Kelly speaking at Castlecomer during 
the Living the Faith Programme.

Below: Attendance at the Living the Faith Programme 
for Advent in Castlecomer.
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David Power

St Patrick’s Parish Centre, Loughboy, 
Kilkenny hosted a series of talks entitled 
“Living the Faith” on four consecutive 
Monday evenings from 11th November 
to 2nd December 2013 all of which 
were well attended by a focussed and 
attentive audience.

As I was unable to attend the first talk 
delivered by Fr Dermot Ryan, President of 
St Kieran’s College, on “How to Celebrate 
a Sacrament and Mean It”, I can only 
relate complete satisfaction reported to 
me by members of the astute audience 
from whom I received feedback.  The talk, 
like all subsequent talks which I attended, 
reflected the call of Pope Benedict and 
Pope Francis for “a new evangelisation” 
as we near the end of 2013, designated 
“The Year of Faith”.

I was privileged to attend the second 
talk on “How to Express our Faith Today” 
delivered with consummate ease by Ms 
Christine Kelly and centred on relaxation 
techniques derived from Yoga and Zen 
Buddhism which predispose the body 
and mind to engage in transcendental 
meditation which was very much in vogue 
from the 1960s as a means of deepening 
prayer life with Christ at the centre of 
our focus and attention.  This approach 
was approved and promulgated by the 
Second Vatican Council in the 1960s.

The third talk was delivered with great 
zeal by Ms Jane Mellett, a parish 
pastoral worker in the Archdiocese of 
Dublin on “How to Live the Faith in the 
World Today”.  Drawing heavily on the 
precepts of Liberation Theology, I was 
struck with the value placed on practical 

Living
the

Faith
journeying towards advent
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engagement by both clergy and laity 
in applying the Beatitudes in one’s own 
community and the quotation from Pope 
Francis’ encyclical Lumen Fidei for priests 
(and laity) to “leave the security of the 
sanctuary” and become more involved 
in pastoral care.  The Parable of the 
Good Samaritan was discussed and the 
meaning, or many meanings, could well 
be used as a role model, as the needy 
and deprived come knocking on our 
doors this Christmas.

The fourth and final talk delivered with 
mint conviction by Fr Kieran O’Shea, 
priest at St Canice’s Parish, Kilkenny, 
was entitled “Small Steps on the Eternal 
Journey” with much emphasis on the 
gift of hope which when coupled with 
faith and charity complete the three 
theological virtues.  Fr O’Shea went on to 
expound on the divine order and that the 
source of hope is faith and the source of 
faith is hope in a just, merciful and loving 
God with whom each and everyone 
can have a personal relationship.  Father 
O’Shea quotes freely Patrick Kavanagh’s 
poem “Advent” to illustrate how we 
find true sacramental grace in the bits 
and pieces of ordinary life and made 
reference Seamus Heaney’s poems and 
Frank O’Connor’s writings and to Rowan 
Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury, who 
also wrote some uplifting poetry.

In conclusion the series of talks on Living 
the Faith engendered a greater sense 
of belonging and longing to more 
actively participate in living the faith in 
our own family and community, centred 
on the Church and supported in every 
way possible to withstand and remain 
steadfast to the many sources and 
unseen fears that would undermine both 
within and without the good works of so 
many dedicated priests and laity as we 
journey towards or true destiny in heaven 
which I have tried to encapsulate in this 
short poem:

Heaven 
Sent
I glimpsed an endless 
corridor of grace
Arrayed in many colours 
light shade and race
The beauty of the painter’s 
brush laid bare
The goodness in the just 
empathic stare
The mark of truth that honest 
faces wear
The source of love here 
there and everywhere
The harmony of home that 
share and care
The means to ends Heaven 
sent through work and 
prayer
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CROSSWORD

Congrats to the winner 
of the Crossword in 
Ossory Times Issue 3

Adult Crossword: 
Philomena White
Ballycarron,
Threecastles
Kilkenny

Prize for Adult 
Crossword 
Competition

€50 Voucher
for Chapter House 

Bookshop

Prize for age 8-13 
Wordsearch 
Competition

€30 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Send your entries, with your name, 
address, email and mobile number, 
to: 
“Ossory Times’ Competition”, 
Ossory Adult Faith Development, 
St Kieran’s College, 
College Road, 
Kilkenny, 
by 21st March 2014, first correct entry 
from the hat wins!

Prize for age 5-8 
Colouring 
Competition 

€20 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Prize for age 13-17 
Colouring 
Competition

iPod 
Shuffle

Considering that the Christmas story is deeply rooted in the ‘yes’ of Mary.  We have 
decided to offer, in this edition of the Ossory Times, a simple crossword based on the 
Mothers of the bible.  As always we look loads of correct entries.  Best of Luck!

Across
2.	 He stole silver from his mother, and hired a 

Levite as priest.
5.	 Jesus healed whose mother-in-law of a 

fever.
7.	 Ruth’s mother-in-law.
9.	 She was the mother of all living.
11.	He took care of Jesus’ mother after Jesus 

was crucified.
12.	This king was taught sayings by his mother.
13.	His mother helped him deceive his father.
14.	Reuben’s mother.
17.	City where Jesus brought a resurrected 

boy to his mother.
18.	The mother of Ishmael.

Down
1.	 Jacob’s mother’s brother.
3.	 Ruth asked her mother-in-law if she should 

go glean _______.
4.	 His mother made savoury meat for his 

father.
6.	 The mother of King Josiah.
8.	 The mother of Asa the king made an 

________ in a grove.
9.	 Timothy’s mother.
10.	Esau’s mother.
11.	His mother said, “They have no wine”.
15.	The mother of King Hezekiah.
16.	Complete the quote: Forsake not the 

_________ of thy mother.
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For ages 5-8 

Colouring
Competition

Answers to Ossory Times Issue 3

For ages 8-13

Wordsearch
Competition

Colouring
Competition

Draw an image 

of “God’s 
Love at Work 

Today”

For ages 13-17
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