














A PR

& TR \ \\

//// APRIL 2014 | OSSORY TIMES

= 4

Why did this change occur? There are a
number of reasons: for example, a greater
awareness of the sacredness or dignity of
the person; that the death penalty is not as
necessary to defend society; that it in fact
promotes or contributes to a further culture
of violence; that it denies the possibility of
rehabilitation; and there is always the real
chance, as often shown in real cases, of an
unsound conviction.

What does the Catholic Church say about
capital punishment? The church has been
at the forefront in advocating for change
in many countries. It has done so for the
reasons | already mentioned, while being
motivated by a consistency with an ethic
of life and an awareness that it is nearly
always disproportionately used against
marginalised groups in society. Speaking in
the United States, John Paul Il once said:
The new evangelisationcallsforfollowers
of Christ who are unconditionally
pro-life: who will proclaim, celebrate
and serve the Gospel of life in every
situation. A sign of hope is the increasing
recognition that the dignity of human
life must never be taken away, even
in the case of someone who has done
great evil. . . . | renew the appeal |
made . . . for a consensus to end the
death penalty, which is both cruel and
unnecessary (January 1999).
It must be said that the Catholic moral
tradition still acknowledges that the recourse
to the death penalty cannot be absolutely
ruled-out (Catechism of the Catholic Church,
2266-2267). But in the words of the United
States Bishops, the Catholic commitment to
end the use of the Death Penalty is “about
more than how fo respond to violent crime;
it is about justice and about what kind of
society we want to be"” (Culture of Life and
the Death Penalty, 2005).

And what of those in Egypt? It appears
unlikely the sentences will be followed
through on. However, judgements such as
these do little in the long run to upbuild a fair
and strong judicial system — and so peaceful
and just society.
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Children have been given the
opportunity to learn to play a musical
instrument and fo enjoy playing music.

Busy times for the
young MusICians
of St Canice’s NS

Claire O’'Reilly

Many of you will already be
familiar with the unique music
programme in St Canice's N.S.
here in Kilkenny City, where
over 400 primary school
children, from 5 to 12 years of
age, are actively involved in
learning and playing music.

Since the incepfion of
this programme in 1983,
thousands of Kilkenny
children have been given
the opportunity to learn to
play a musical instrument
and to enjoy playing music.
The programme has grown
and blossomed since those
early years and 2014 has
been yet another busy year
for the children and teachers
involved in  the music
programme.

Earlier on this year, the
programme  received d
special achievement award
from the Irish Association
of Youth  Orchestras in
recognition of 30 years of
music making at a special

ceremony in the National
Concert Hall. This was a
prestigious honour for the
pioneering music programme.

At the fime of going fo
press, over 150 children were
preparing to take part in the
annual Feis Ceoil competition
in the RDS Dublin in the
Primary Schools Orchestra
competition — a competition
they have won 21 fimes
already! All children involved
in the programme will also be
taking part in the bi-annual
Maytime Melodies Concert in
the Watergate Theatre in May.
This is a great occasion for
the children and their families
where the range and diversity
of musical talent across all
ages will be showcased.
Children as young as 5
will perform on stage as
well as older and more
accomplished musicians. We
wish all parficipants the very
best of luck and continued
good fortune to this local
success story!

I PAGE 13



OSSORY TIMES | APRIL 2014

The new Commission for the
Protection of Minors is a major
and very positive development.

The new
Pontifica
Commission or
Safeguarding

Albert McDonnell

Translating words intfo actions is not

easy. This is especially true in the area

of safeguarding minors and vulnerable
adults. On Saturday, 21 March the
Papal spokesman, Fr Federico Lombardi
declared that ‘Pope Francis has made
clear that the Church must hold the
protection of minors amongst her highest
priorities.” The context of these remarks
was the announcement of the first
members of the Pontifical Commission
for the Protection of Minors. This is the
first time such a commission has been
appointed by any Pope and is potentially
an especially significant moment in the
translation of the ocean of words on
safeguarding in the church into deeds.
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What difference will this new Commission
make? The answer depends largely on
three things: its terms of reference, ifs
membership and the degree to which
the Church and its leadership take it
seriously.

Let's begin with the terms of reference
or statutes. The Commission was first
announced by Cardinal Sedn O'Malley
on 5 December last. Cardinal O'Malley
is Archbishop of Boston, a diocese which
has been at the centre of the agony that
is child abuse in the Church. He is also a
member of the group of eight cardinals
which Pope Francis has chosen as his
closest advisors. The Vatican newspaper
L'Osservatore  Romano  gave the
following summary of the purpose of the
Commission

‘The Commission will keep the Pope
informed about current programmes in
place for the protection of children, will
formulate suggestions for new initiatives
on the part of the Curia —in collaboration
with  bishops, episcopal conferences,
religious superiors and conferences of
religious superiors — as well as indicating
the names of persons suited to the
systematic implementation of these
new initiafives, including lay persons,
religious and priests with responsibilities
for the safety of children, in relations
with the victims, in mental health, in the
application of the law.....

Cardinal O'Malley explained various
working proposals for the Commission,
including the drafting of guidelines for the
protection of minors; the development
of training programmes and protocols
to create safe environments; plans
for cooperating with civil authorities;
promoting pastoral care for victims and
their families, collaborating with research
experts and bishops and religious
superiors.’ This vision for the Commission is
indeed laudable.

On 21 March, Fr Lombardi provided
further detail on the scope and purpose
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of the Commission. He informed us that it
will be involved in ‘describing the scope
of ifs responsibilities; and developing
the names of additional candidates,
especially from other continents and
countries, who can offer service to the
Commission’ He added that ‘Certain that
the Church has a critical role to play in
this field, and looking to the future without
forgetting the past, the Commission
will take a multi-pronged approach to
promoting youth protection, including:
education regarding the exploitation of
children; discipline of offenders; civil and
canonical duties and responsibilities; and
the development of best practices as
they have emerged in society at large.
In this way, and with the help of God, this
Commission will contribute to the Holy
Father’'s mission of upholding the sacred
responsibility of ensuring the safety
of young people.” A member of the
Commission, Hans Zollner told Vatican
Radio that the group willreview canonlaw
to ensure that it is effective in protecting
children and also work to promote
awareness of abuse and disseminate
best practise between different areas of
the Church. The recognition that some
dioceses and counfries have a longer
road to travel than others is especially
welcome.

Information on the membership of
the Commission was published on 21
March. Vatican commissions are usually
composed primarily of prelates and
are given their terms of reference. This
commission is different. There are eight
appointees to date. The majority are lay
people and half are women. There is only
one Cardinal. We don’t yet know who will
chairthe group. There is some speculation
that it will select its own chairperson.
There is the added curiosity that the only
representative of the curia (the papal
civil service) is a layman. The Vatican
listed the members in alphabetical order
rather than the traditional hierarchical
sequence. Detail often reveals mind-set
and Pope Francis is certainly a new sef
of eyes.
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This new Commission has been given a
hugely important but extremely complex
and sensitive task. So who are these eight
people?

¢ The first name on the Vatican list is that
of French woman Dr Catherine Bonnet.
Oddly, the Vatican did not publish a
biographical note for Dr Bonnet. Her
area of expertise is child psychology
and she has written widely on the
effects of sexual abuse, incest and
exploitation on children.

* The second member is the well-known
Irish woman, Marie Collins. She was
born in Dublin and is married with one
son.SheisafounderTrustee of the Marie
Collins Foundation, dedicated to the
needs of children, young people and
their families for whom sexual abuse
and harm has arisen via the internet
and mobile technologies. Marie was
a victim of sexual abuse as a child
and brought the priest who abused
her to justice. She has campaigned
for the protection of children, justice
for survivors of clerical sexual abuse,
and for a better understanding of the
effects of sexual abuse on children.
Marie  assisted the  Archdiocese
of Dublin in sefting up their Child
Protection Service and drafting of the
Irish Catholic Church’s child protection
policy, *Our Children Our Church.”

* Next comes Sheila Hollins, who is English
and is married with two children. She is
a member of the British House of Lords.
She is a specialist in mental health and
has conducted extensive research
into clinical and social aspects of
the mental and physical health of
people with learning disabilities, with
a particular focus on bereavement,
palliative care and sexual abuse.
Sheila has also served as Chair of
the World Health Organisation’s Euro
Steering Group, President of the Royal
College of Psychiatrists and President
of the British Medical Association.

e The man who first announced the
initiative, Sedn Cardinal O’Malley,
OFM Cap., is also a member. He was
born in Ohio and is Archbishop of



Boston. The Cardinal holds a PhD in
Spanish and Portuguese literature.
He founded Centro Catdlico Hispano
in Washington, DC, an organisatfion
which provided educational, medical
and legal help to immigrants. Cardinal
Sedn is well-known for his extensive
efforts for the protection of children.
The sole Italian member of the group
is Claudio Papale. He was born in
Rome and is married. Dr Papale is
a Professor of Canon Law at the
Pontifical Urbanianum University, Rome
and is also qualified in civil law. He is an
official of the disciplinary section of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith.

Another member is a former politician
and diplomat. Hanna Suchocka
is Polish and is a Professor at the
University of Poznan. She is a specialist
in Constitutional Law, and author of
numerous papers and scientific articles
on themes regarding human rights. She
is a former Minister for Justice, Aftorney
General and Prime Minister of her
country and served as Ambassador of
Poland to the Holy See (2001-2013).
There are two Jesuits in the group. The
first is Humberto Miguel Ydnez, from
Argentina. He teaches moral theology
at the Gregorian University in Rome. He
was received in the Society of Jesus
by Jorge Mario Borgoglio, the future
Pope Francis, and he is regarded as a
confidante of the Pope.

The other Jesuit is Hans Zollner from
Regensburg, Germany. He is a licensed
psychologist and psychotherapist,
Academic  Vice-Rector of the
Gregorian University, Director of the
Institute of Psychology, and Chair
of the Steering Committee of the
“Cenfre for Child Protection” of the
Institute of Psychology of the Pontfifical
Gregorian University. Father Zoliner
chaired the organising committee of
the Symposium “Towards Healing and
Renewal” on sexual abuse of minors
and is a member of the Scientfific
Working Group of the "Round Table on
Child Abuse” in Germany.
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This is certainly a varied and vastly
experienced group of people. They
include a child psychologist, a survivor of
child abuse, a specialist in mental health,
a cardinal, a canon and civil lawyer, a
former politician and diplomat, a moral
theologian and a psychotherapist. Two
members (O'Malley and Ydnez) have
direct access to the Pope. The members
will also bring the richness of their own
personal experience as parents or
pastors and as members of society and
the Church to the task.

To return to the question we posed at the
beginning: will this new Commission make
a difference? Marie Collins believes that
it could. She fold the media ‘It has the
potential to bring real change to how
the issue of child protection and the
pastoral care of survivors is handled in
the future”. The expert and varied nature
of the membership certainly gives reason
to hope. We await the detailed terms of
reference. However, the general direction
of the work of the group as outlined by
Lombardi, Zollner and O'Malley and
the determination of Collins is positive
as is the fact that the group themselves
will work out the details. Will the group
be taken seriously? It is hard to imagine
any part of the Church ignoring a group
such as this. Journalists who report on the
Vatican have written that the Commission
will be allocated offices in a separate
building from the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith thus emphasising its
independence and novelty. The inclusion
of two people who are personally close to
the Pope certainly suggests that he takes
it seriously. The addifion of members from
other continents will strengthen it further.
Fr Lombardi spoke of the urgent nature
of the work of the Commission. Its first
meeting is to fake place in April.

Only time will tell, but at this stage all the
indications are that the new Commission
for the Protection of Minors is a major and
very positive development andrepresents
a significant step forward in making our
Church a safe place for children.
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Addiction is very hard to escape from.
Our communities are crippled by ifs
devastating reality. A number of months
ago Frances Black (well-known singer
and the founder of The RISE Foundation)
contacted St John's parish in an effort
to establish a reach out programme for
families affected by addiction. The RISE
Foundation accompanies adults who are
scared and deeply wounded by a loved
ones addiction. It is a marvelous support
that listens and offers real help to families
where this reality can be greatly felt. Here
in St John's we were delighted to support
this programme with Frances.

The RISE Foundation is a registered
charity founded by Frances Black in 2009,
focused on family members of those with
addictive behaviour (alcohol, drugs,
gambling and other addictions). At RISE
(Recovery In a Safe Environment), they
are dedicated to working towards helping
family members to free themselves from
the stress, anxiety and worry of having a
loved one with addictive behaviour and
to understand the nature of addiction
and the profound effects it has on
relationships. The vision of RISE is “To free
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Ireland through cultural change from its
unhealthy relationship with alcohol and
other drugs”.

The mission of RISE to support families
impacted by a loved ones addictive

behaviour through awareness,
education and therapy, and fo
combat the associated shame and
stfigma; to educate families about

addiction and addictive behaviour; to
support families in their own recovery;
break the cycle of addiction by helping
the family member to care for themselves;
help the family member to emerge from
their powerlessness with strength and
courage; raise awareness about the
impact of addiction on families.

They help families understand the
nature of addiction and teach self-help
mechanisms to those who are impacted
by a loved one’s addictive behaviour.

As part of the Kilkenny Novena held in
St John's every February we suggested
to Frances that she would speak about
RISE at one of the Novena Masses, which
she was delighted to do. In front of a full

g
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THE RISE FOUNDATION

Swpporting families with loved anes in addickion

congregation Frances spoke to us about
her life and the motivation behind the
setting up of her foundation.

Frances’ inspiration for this project came
from her own journey from addiction
to recovery and then returning to
education to qualify as an addiction
therapist. In her work as a therapist she
encountered many family members that
were heartbroken by their loved ones
addiction, and realised then that these
families needed their own support and
guidance to help them to understand
addiction and the impact it has on them.

Having someone that you love in
addiction can be devastating. So, she
setup the RISE foundation. She believes
that all family members with loved ones
in addiction have the ability to empower
themselves, sometimes they just need a
little help. That's why the Rise foundationis
dedicated to helping them, step-by-step,
along the way of the recovery process.

The following poem details the reality
of addiction experienced by someone
supported by RISE:
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Frances Black

The Storm

| have come in from the storm, but | am
afraid of what might be.

For | have been here before, but still
ventured back to sea.

| live in hope of what can be, and look
forward to the day that | can break free.
From the madness and sadness and
depression that is in me.

I walk a thin line of hope and despair, but
hold on to the love of those who care.
For sometimes | am sure it is hard to see,
where is the real me.

| believe in God and all that He is, and
hope someday He will count me as His.
For you have to have hope to carry on,
on a journey that is sometimes short and
sometimes long.

The RISE Family Programme has now started in St John's
Day Care Centre. If you have someone that you
are concerned about that may have an unhealthy
relationship with alcohol, drugs, gambling, The RISE
Foundation can be contacted at (01)7645131, email:
support@therisefoundation.ie or you can visit The RISE
Foundation website at www.therisefoundation.ie.
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“In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth.” These are the
opening words of the Bible. Near the very
end of the Bible, we hear about “a new
heaven and a new earth” (Revelation
21:1). Thisis not some literary coincidence,
but a deliberate indication that the
wheel has turned full circle: what began
with creation reaches its fulfillment with a
new creation.

Beyond all its literary, historical and
theological complexity, there is a stark
simplicity fo the Bible and its message. The
Bible has been compared to a drama in
four acts. We have just fouched on the
first and final acts, but between Creation
and New Creation are two intermediate
acts: Fall and Redemption.



Bible
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There is a stark simplicity to the

Bible

BIBLE MATTERS

IN a Nutshell

Chris Hayden

God, the Book of Genesis tells us, created
all things good. But the Biblical account
goes on to describe how human freedom
rebelled against God's guidance; it
also describes the consequences of this
rebellion. Rebellion and its consequences
are summed up in the word “Fall.”
Humanity has fallen from its original
innocence, and the consequences of
that fall are within us and about us.

God, however, has never regarded the
matter as closed, and is writing a further
act: the act of Redemption. God's
project of Redemption unfolds through
the calling of individuals (starting with
Abraham) and nations (starting with
Israel). Sometimes, those who are called
respond faithfully; sometimes less so.
There is an ongoing tension between
human fallen-ness and God's desire to
restore humanity to its full dignity. God,
the Bible assures us, will not be overcome
by human waywardness, but will bring his
plans to fulfilment in a new creation.

These four great acts of the Biblical
drama - Creation, Fall, Redemption and
New Creation — do not work only on a
cosmic level, but speak clearly to the life
of every disciple. We are not flukes, or
random collections of organic molecules.
Rather, we have been created, willed
info existence by a loving God. Our
life, however, is not all beatitude, but
is fouched by fallen-ness, by darkness,
uncertainty and death. Working against
the negative forces in this life are such
things as faith, hope and love. These are
manifestations of God's grace, of his
project of redemption. Finally, we are not
moving towards eternal nothingness, but
have open to us the possibility of eternal
life in a new creation.

This is the Biblical vision, the Bible Truth! It
accounts for our origins and our destiny,
and for the drama of life as we move
between the two. The high-point of the
Biblical drama is, of course, Jesus Christ.
It is in Him that God’'s plans come tfo
completion. It is He who says: “I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning
and the end.” The One of whom the
liturgy says, “Behold, the Lamb of God”
is the One who says of Himself: “Behold,
I make all things new” (Revelation 21:5).
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St Kieran'’s
College
IN joint
initiative
with Notre
Dame and
Maynooth
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St Kieran's College, Kilkenny, is about to embark
on a joint education initiative with the renowned
American University of Notre Dame and St Patrick’s
College, Maynooth.

The couniry’'s oldest secondary school with @
stfrong tradition in learning has infroduced a new
Diploma in Catholic Education and will join forces
with the University of Notre Dame, Indiana, and St
Patrick’s College fo run the special programme for
teachers.

The Diploma, which takes place in the magnificant
setting of St Kieran's College is a Level 8 Course,
and it aims to equip and support both primary
and post-primary school teachers in exploring and



Rlje)le)priel in
Cejiplolie

understanding the special ethos which
underpins Catholic schools. By increasing
awareness of the faith and how it should
shape the role of the educator, this
new course will enable participants to
contribute more actively to the Catholic
school ethos.

Welcoming the launch of the Diploma,
Fr Dermot Ryan, President of St Kieran's
College said “We are fortunate to have
so many great teachers in all our schools
in Kilkenny and supportfing them we
are very excited about this innovation
and we hope fo inspire them towards a
greater understanding of the history and
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theology on which Catholic education
is founded. It is important that Catholic
school teachers be aware of their
partficular role and responsibilities and
so the course is designed to promote a
deeper sense of spirituality and how that
finds meaningful expression in the day-to-
day school experience”.

While the course is inftended for those who
currently hold a teaching position, it is also
suitable for mature students who want to
pursue further study, for H.Dip students,
or for those currently seeking a teaching
position. It may also be of interest to
anyone thinking of a role in management
and who wishes to gain a better insight
intfo the Catholic school ethos.

Course Director Mr Ken Maher said "“the
Diplomain Catholic Education will provide
a very practical resource for all feachers
and will assist in their on-going vocational
development. Critically, it will also ensure
the ready supply of well-informed staff for
the Catholic school sector”.

The Course comprises six modules and
will run for one night per week over one
academic year. Four of the modules will be
conducted during a two-week residential
summer school at the Parknasilla Resort
and Spa in Kerry. Three retreats will be
offered during the year together with
a number of social events. Topics to be
covered include Foundations of Catholic
Education, Spirituality of the Catholic
Teacher, Catholic School Teaching
and  Educational Leadership,  Faith
Seeking Understanding: An Infroduction
fo Theology, Learning From Jesus the
Teacher, and Christian Discipleship.

Anyone interested in applying for
the Diploma in Catholic Education
Programme should contfact the Course
Director, Mr Ken Maher, at 056 7753624
or email dce@stkieranscollege.ie for an
information brochure and application
form. Closing date for applications is 31st
July 2014.
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MUSIC MATTERS

Today, more than ever
before, we need help to
enable us to be still

Iflwere to ask you: ‘Whatisyourfavourite
piece of music and why?2' You would
probably come up with an answer —
“this certain piece or song speaks to
me and brings me to a place beyond
or info the depth of my soul that leads
me to calmness, joy, beauty”. Why do
we use music in Liturgye Here are four

reasons why we use music:
* fo highlight significant liturgical

moments;

e to enable large groups of people to
A \ D |TS P LA< E unite as one voice;

* tforespond to God using the unique
language of music;

D e to inspire and support the
congregation.

—— The Christian Church was born in song.
| U Q G Y So says one of the giants of 20th century
- theology, Dr Ralph Martin. As the

parallel passages in Ephesians 5:18-20

Eamonn O'Gorman
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and Colossians 3:16-17 indicate, “psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs” were an
integral part of the early church.

As we look back at this stage of church
history, it is important to remember that
the Jewish musical heritage of the early
church was strong. From Genesis to
Malachi, song is everywhere. The Psalms,
which every young Jewish child, including
Jesus, learned at an early age, were not
meant to be read, but they were chanted
or sung. So, it was natural for Christianity,
which united Jews and Greeks (Gentiles)
to continue music’s indispensable role in
Christian worship.

As we examine the music of the early
church, it is clear that the way we view
music has changed dramatically from
those first four centuries. Today, musical
preferences are based on an individual’s
personal taste. But, the early church
could not operate this way.

Because ‘singing the Word” was all-
important to them, "choosing” was
unthinkable. The exaltation of Christ —
not a particular style or singer — was the
only way open to them. As the church
struggled to survive, everything in worship
existed for edification and education.
Christ was their focus; anything that
interfered with "“fixing their eyes” on Jesus
was a distraction.

In our Christian liturgy from the 4th/5th
centuries much music has come down
to us. There is music written for certain
historical types of worship. Music s
written for the worship style or fashion of
the day or to cater for denominational
differences.  Political and  religious
reformation has produced new styles of
liturgical music yet these always build on
what has gone before. The worshipping
church has always required music to be
written for the liturgy and has lived hand-
in-hand with the development of the
art; sponsoring, chastising, encouraging,
inspiring and pioneering in partnership
with musicians.
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What many people seek today is sftillness.
With busy minds and active lives, people
need to relax.... ‘be sfill and know that
I am God' (Psalm 46:10). Recently | had
the privilege of meeting an American
man, Mike Joly, who would take a
piece of bamboo cane from a river
bank and place three or four holes in it
and make music. The music he played
on the bamboo cane would relate to
the brook flowing and the nature of the
place with birds chirping and the varying
nature sounds, bringing one's soul info
that space where the cane was cut and
music made. Very different, but a most
beautiful way of communing with the
God of creation who redeems us in Christ.

The song of plain chant is valued and
tested over the centuries. It is amazing
how people in the secular world use
plain chant to bring them to mindfulness.
We had a great priest, musician
and gentleman who promoted and
adjudicated plain chant, Fr Cornelius J.
Sherin. Many of the older members of
our diocese would have remembered Fr
Con.

In the 1990s | worked in the area of
religious education | had the priviege
of working on the topic of meditation
and composed music in the production
of prayer/meditation tapes. Through
this time | learned to appreciate what
music means in the life of prayer, aiding a
person in communicating with God and
being sfill in His presence.

Today, more than ever before, we need
help to enable us to be still. In the past
thirty years we are moving much quicker
and can forget to ‘smell the roses'.
Anything which enables us to be sfill
should be sought after and resources
shared with all. | see music, prayer and
meditation as a way forward, giving
meaning fo our lives in an era when we
are continually moving on the fast lane
and going where2222
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Trocaire support the work of
local, "*on the ground” partners

A group In
Malawi

Ray Dempsey

From 13th-21st January | had the privilege
of spending time as part of a group
in Malawi. The group of five diocesan
priests, three lay people who work for
different Irish dioceses and three Trocaire
staff were there to see the work of Trocaire
in that country. | use the word privilege
very deliberately because it was indeed
a privilege to be allowed into the lives of
the people there if only for a short time.
Malawi is not known as “the warm heart
of Africa” for no reason and the welcome
we received there certainly lived up to
that name.
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Trocaire (meaning mercy or compassion)
is the overseas development agency of
the Catholic Church in Ireland. Trocaire
works with some of the world's poorest
people, supporting communities and
delivering long-term change to people’s
lives. Establishedin 1973 by the Irish Bishops,
today Trécaire works in over 20 countries
on issues including livelihoods, human
rights, gender equality, HIV, climate
change and emergency relief. Trécaire
was set up to express the concern of the
Irish Catholic Church for the suffering of
the world’s poorest people. Of course
the “Trocaire Box" is synonymous with the
Trocaire Lenten Campaign each year.

After long flights we arrived in the capital
city of Lilongwe and after a brief rest
went to the local Trocaire office to meet
with the Country Director, Eithne Brennan.
Eithne introduced us to the staff whom
she works with in the Trocaire office
and gave us an outline of the various
projects we would be visiting during the
coming days. In all of the developing
countries where they work Trocaire use a
partnership model which seems to work
very effectively. They support the work of
local, “on the ground” partners who are
working to better the lives and livelihood
of people. Trocaire have been working
in Malawi since the 1970s and the two
main partners they support there are
CCJP (Catholic Commission of Justice
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and Peace) and CADECOM (Catholic
Development Commission of Malawi).

| found it helpful fo get some background
tothesituationin Malawi. Itisalandlocked,
small country (by African standards) in SE
Africa. Having a population of 15.9 million
it is one of the most densely populated
African countries and this can be plainly
seen as there seems to be people
everywhere compared to Ireland. Since
independence in 1964, Malawi has made
some advances in social, economic and
political development. However, the
living standards of most Malawiansremain
among the lowest in the world. On the
Human Development Index Rank of 2013
Malawi rated 170 out of 185. 82% of the
population are living on below $2 per day
(€1.46) and life expectancy is 54 years. In
this context we can see how invaluable
the work of Trocaire is and how important
it is fo support that work here in Ireland.
While in the Dedza Diocese we visited
two groups in a small rural village which
are AIDS/HIV projects. HIV prevalence is
around 10% of the population and thanks
to projects such as these that figure is
gradually decreasing. The *man to man”
group that we visited frains men as peer
educators enabling them to question
social values, gender norms and cultural
beliefs that emphasise masculinity and
make them vulnerable to AIDS/HIV.
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We also visited the Village Savings and
Loans Scheme which trains women to
address poverty as a driver of HIV. From
these two projects we could see how
people are really empowered to take
conftrol of their own lives and make better
choices.

As we left this rural village it began to
rain heavily as it had been for a few
days before that. One of our vehicles
got stuck in the mud and had to be
towed out of it eventually. While this
was an inconvenience and caused Us
a huge delay it served only to highlight
how impassable these rural roads can
become when it rains and how much
this can affect the lives of communities
that live there. Roads and potholes take
on new meaning in Malawill Next day
we fravelled a road of é4km through
different communities who are affected
greatly because this road is in such poor
condifion. The local Bishop of Zomba
Diocese accompanied us on the journey
where along the route we met three
different groups who are lobbying the
government to deliver on their promises
and build the road. Because of the
condition of the road people face
challenges such as pregnant women
cannot access medical care, children
struggle to go fo school, farmers find it
difficult to fransport their farm produce
to markets in good time leading to loss

of money and value. The highlight of our
frip to Malawi was our visit fo the Lenten
Village in the Dedza region and meeting
Enestina the girl who is on the Trocaire Box
for the 2014 Lenten campaign and her
family. What a welcome we received!!!
Trocaire’s work in Malawi has focussed on
water to date and wateris very much the
theme for Lent 2014. Thanks to the support
and finance of Trocaire a borehole and
water pump was installed in this village
in November and what a difference
we could see it has made to the lives of
these people. We walked up the hill to
the river to see where people had been
drawing water prior to this. The long walk,
dirty water, long queues, early morning
starts to draw water meant that people
were sick and children’s education was
suffering as a result. Now clean water
from the pump in the village means less
sickness, no huge queues, and children
on time and able to attend school. What
hope this simple well and water pump
has brought to the lives of these people.
Another highlight was being able to go
back to the Lenten Vilage on Sunday
and celebrate Mass in the village. All in
all our trip fo Malawi was a life changing
experience. The long and the short of
it all | believe is — support and continue
to support this year's Lenten Campaign
and the work of Trocaire as they work to
change the lives of people. See www.
frocaire.org.
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Stones from heritage sites will be used,
one from each County, and the one from
Co. Kilkenny has been sent from Fertagh
in the parish of Johnstown.

Artist's impression of the garden.

Circle of Light

Breda Campion
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The Strange Boat Donor Foundation is an Irish Registered
Charity whose aim is to raise awareness of the importance
of organ donation and to give comfort, consolation and
support to all those effected by organ donation and
fransplantation. It was established by the parents of
Eamonn Goggin, a young Co. Galway man whose
organs were donated following a road crash in 2006.

The foundation is currently involved in an ambitious
project, the creation of a national public garden

which will commemorate and give thanks for the
generosity of spirit of the many people who gave

the gift of life to others through organ donation.

Titled “Circle of Life"” this garden will be located
in the scenic, seafront Quincentennial Park in
Salthill, Co. Galway and will be a place of

beauty and evocation with particular and
significant meaning for recipients, and the
families, friends and loved ones of organ
donors. The project is being developed
in partnership with Galway Co. Council,
and has the support of the Irish Organ
procurement Services, Transplant Services,
Irish Donor network, the Irish Kidney
Association, the OPW, the Gaa and many
others. The project is being funded almost
enfirely through voluntary donations and
the estimated cost is €150,000.

The theme of the garden will reflect the
inherent beauty and nobility of mankind.
The overall design will encompass a central
stone sculpfure area, surrounded by rich
vegetation, a series of paths through the
garden, stone seating and an elevated areas
forrest andreflection. The carvings, images and
inscriptions will be a reflection of life’s journey.
Stones from heritage sites will be used, one from
each County, and the one from Co. Kilkenny has
" been sent from Fertagh in the parish of Johnstown
where a priory under the invocation of St Kieran
was founded in the 13th century. The garden will
also contain international representational stone
tablets from the five continents e.g. Ellis Island and the
Irish University of Leuven in Belgium. When completed
the garden will be a landmark project which will impact
at national level and beyond and play a very important
role in furthering the cause of organ donation info the
future. It is hoped that this beautiful garden will be officially

open later this year.
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How our parishioners lived and prayed

Rosbercon Church
parish history

On this memorable occasion let us reflect
on the past one thousand years of the
development and history of our Churchin
the parish of Rosbercon. In thisregard we
are very forfunate today to have the ruins
of many very old and accessible church
sites spread throughout our parish.

According to Carrigan in his Hisfory and
Anfiquities of the Diocese of Ossory,
he tells us our present parish is a union
of the earlier parishes of Rosbercon,
Shanbough, Dysertmoon, Listerlin and a
portion of Jerpoint West consisting of a
total land area 19,814 acres in the Barony
of Ida.

Before commencing our visitation to the
many old church sites, let us first reflect
on the birth of the towns of Ross and
Rosbercon. The chronicles of Ross in
the British Museum records that in 1189,
Isabella, daughter of Strongbow and
wife of Earl Marshal set about building
a substantial fown on the banks of the
Barrow. The first bridge spanning the
Barrow was constructed about this fime
and so began the development of the
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Richard McElwee

tfown of Rosbercon as we know it today.

In the year 1294 the town of Rosbercon
was granted its Charter of liberties which is
a reflection of its successful development
and commercial importance at the time.
Earl Marshal who developed the modern
City of Kilkkenny designated Rosbercon
the port of Kilkenny City being the nearest
point on the united rivers of the Nore and
Barrow navigable for deep laden vessels.

The waterways of Ireland were then of
prime importance in the absence of good
roads and bridges. From Rosbercon port
goods and people could be fransported
up river fo Inistioge, Thomastown, St
Mullins, Carlow and possibly Kikenny
City itself. However, by the middle of
the 13th century Rosbercon had lost out
to the development to both Ross and
Waterford ports and never recovered ifs
former glory.

Medieval Rosbercon and its environs was
a community whose whole culture was
religiously orientated. The rhythm of life
was determined by the Church which
had strong links with the civil authority.



Such a community could not fail to have
a strong relationship with the Church.
This identity is evidenced by the many
ancient church sites spread throughout
our parish today.

Let us begin by asking the obvious
question, which of the six pre-Norman
church sites situated within our parish is
the oldest?2 Regretfully we simply do not
know for definite. However, we can say
the following church ruins situated at
Ballyneale, Brownstown, Shanbough and
in Glenballyvalley were in existence in
the year 1240 of which Shanbough and
Ballyneale churches were functioning at
the time. There are no recorded dates
that can be associated to the two
remaining sites situated in Kilbraghan
and Mullinakill.

The establishment of the old parish system
in the Diocese of Ossory dates back

to the last decade of the 12th century,
at which time Rosbercon, Shanbough,
Listerin and Tullogher were individual
parishes each with its own parish church.
In the beginning of the 17th century this
old system was to change when the
Diocese began fo reorganise and the
four parishes were amalgamated into the
present parish of Rosbercon. Even today
the loyalty to the old parish structure
continues to exist in the minds of some.

By far our most ancient church site is
sifuated in Brownstown, known in lrish
as Rawaclay with its chapel of Balired,
(Ballyreddy). It is situated on the rising
ground overlooking the GAA club. This
old chapel stood within arath surrounded
by a wide fosse and a double rampart of
earth. The remains of the church can sfill
be tfraced today and is shown to have
been 40ft by 20ft in size, built of stone,
yellow clay and mortar. The chapel
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of Rawaclay judging by its structure is
arguably the oldest church site in the
parish dating back to the 10th century or
earlier.

Moving on to Tullogher to the little church
of Mullinakill (in old Irish Muilleann na Cille,
the mill of the church) we find the ruins are
still substantial measuring 44ft by 19ft, the
interior of which was used for interments
up to 1775. The attached graveyard was
uprooted many years ago. Nearby we
have the cave, tree and holy well of St
Moling (in Irish Tubbar chrown Mulleeng).
The fradition of the Pattern of St Moling
goes back many generations and is
recorded as a place of worship as far
back as 1350 when many pilgrims from
far and wide converged on the holy well
to partake of its water and to pray for
protection from the Black Death fever
that ravaged the country at that time.
The pattern is again mentioned in the
memoirs of James Freney, our own most
famous highway man, whose ill-gotten
gains were reported in the year 1752 to
be on sale by peddlers at the pattern of
St Moling.

The old civil parish of Dysartmoon was an
area of some 6,000 acres and took up a
third of the total land area of the present
parish of Rosbercon. According to
Carrigan the patron saint of Dysartmoon
was a Wexford man, St Mogue of Ferns.
The parish church of Dysartmoon is today
the ruined church of Ballyneale (in old
Irish Thomple volle Neill). Its first existence
is recorded in the year 1240. However,
this very old church dates back much
further. The ruin today is quiet substantial
measuring 65 by 20 ft. It was undoubtedly
a church of beauty and importance in
its day, within the chancel is the black
marble altar tomb of the De Frayne family
over which is the adorned memorial
stone containing a carved shield of the
arms of the De Frayne of Ballyreddy and
the Fitzgerald's of Brownsford dated
1643. They were the medieval, powerful
families in the locality at that time.
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Local tfradition states Cromwell’'s soldiers
demolished this church which is quiet
possible given that Cromwell adopted
a scorched earth policy in this part of
the country. The carved sand stone holy
water font of the church was recently
discovered amongst the fallen walls and
will soon be exhibited within our newly
restored parish church for all to see.

Nearby in Glenballyvalley are the
remains of a further ancient church (it is
called Thomple a Killeen in old Irish) and
the field in which the ruin is situated is
called Bawn a Killeen. The ruin indicates
a very small church which was once
surrounded by a substantial churchyard.
An upright gravestone on which there is a
roughly carved Cross is the only surviving
memorial. Many more stones have long
since slipped beneath the surface of
the ground. There is a recording of an
old church in this area in 1240 which is
most likely Thompleakilleen. An old local
fradition tells us that seven Bishops were
murdered in ancient fimes in the nearby
field named Clawsheen and are buried
in this old churchyard, hence the old
saying Clawsheen is cursed in Rome.

We now move on to Shanbough
churchyard within which is the ruin of the
old parish church which was in existence
and serving the local community in the
year 1240. The surviving ruin suggests a
very small church measuring 28ft by 16ft
and was dedicated to St Fintan patron
of Shanbough. A pattern was held here
up until 1836 when it was abolished. The
surrounding churchyard was in use up o
recent years and contains the remains of
the popular author and playwright Victor
Donovan. O. D. Power, alias Kitty the Hare,
whose wonderful ghost stories graced
the pages of the Our Boys magazine for
many years. Nearby on the roadside is a
very large circular flat stone known as the
wart stone and is regarded by the locals
as a sure cure for warts which can be
acquired by simply rubbing the offending
growth on the stones surface.



Church of Saint David,
Listerlin

Church of the Assumption,
Rosbercon
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A short distance further on in the townsland
of Kiloraghan is the litfle known location of
the church of St Bearchan. The ruin was said
to have being removed about 1780 by the
then land owner. The ruin was situated within
a circular rampart of earth. A monastery
was also said to have existed here in some
remote time. No trace of either site now
exists.

With the arrival of the Normans in 1167 the
south eastern counties of Ireland rapidly
experienced a whole new way of life in
regard to commerce and religion. The
town of Ross became the principal port of
the lordship of Leinster and Rosbercon was
designated to become the official port of
Kilkkenny city. Within a few years the order
of Friars Preachers (Dominicans) arrived in
Ireland and quickly established a network
of religious houses all over Ireland. With
the optfimism and new prosperity of both
Ross and Rosbercon the Anglo-Norman
families of Grace and Walsh became the
first patrons of the Dominicans of Rosbercon
who established themselves on the 20th
October 1267 close to the river in the area
now occupied by the recycling centre.

During thisconstructionthe foundationsofthe
Abbey were exposed. The extensive Abbey
ceased to function in June 1539. Following
the Reformation of Henry VI it was soon
reduced to a ruin and sold to speculators at
bargain prices. The Dominicans then appear
to have left Rosbercon and reappeared
again in 1680. For the most part their second
stay was fransient. Surviving records tell us
that the monks undertook parochial duties
in the neighbouring parishes of Glenmore,
Slieverue and Kilmacow. The feast of the
finding of the Holy Cross was an occasion
of celebration in Rosbercon in the 1300s. For
this reason it is suspected the Abbey was
dedicated to the Holy Cross. The Abbey site
stretched from the River side across the now
disused railway line to the base of the cliff.

Moving back up Rosbercon hill on the right
hand side we come to the old churchyard
which first came into use c1750. The ruined
Church of Ireland situated within the
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grounds dates back to c1810 where
quite a number of priests who ministered
in our parish are laid to rest. Amongst
whom are Fr Edmund Shelley P.P. of
Rosbercon (1777-1808) who in 1801 built
both the present church at Tullogher and
the old parish church on Rosbercon Hill, Fr
Edmund Kenna P.P. (1817-1834) who built
the present church at Mullinarrigle and Fr
Michael Walsh (1834-1875) who featured
strongly in the parish during the famine
years.

Proceeding back up the parish we
come to the old churchyard of Listerlin.
The earliest known reference to a parish
church here was in 1467 when James
Butler married Sabina  Cavanagh,
parents of the Red Earl of Ossory. The
ruined church dedicated to St David
was taken down c¢1820 and replaced
by the present ruined protestant Church.
A short distance to the west of the
graveyard is Lough a Thoggarth (Irish) the
priest’s lough. Tradition states a priest fell
from the saddle and was drowned here

whilst watering his horse. Further to the
south in Guilcough tradition states there
was a very old church and graveyard
situated on Ryan’s land remembered as
St Martin’s Church. It was surrounded by
a circular rampart of earth, the ruined site
existed up to 1870 when all remains were
uprooted and removed. Nothing further
is known about this old church.

Following the battle of Ross on the 5th
June 1798 the parish of Rosbercon was
saturated with English soldiers in hot
pursuit of the local insurgents burning
and uprooting all before them. The
parish church of Rosbercon then situated
close to the road junction at the top of
Rosbercon Hill along with the nearby
thatched cabin dwellings were all set
alight and burned down. The pursuing
soldiers then proceeded to Tullogher
where they also burned down the little
church. The parish priest, Fr Edmund
Shelley in 1801 successfully built two new
replacement churches. Today the lovely
homely church of Tullogher stands as a




memorial to this great man. His parish
church on Rosbercon hill was taken down
inthe 1950s to be replaced by our present
church.In 1835 the front of the church was
open ground on fo the hill; here a local
man James Murphy was publicly hanged
before an immense crowd of spectators.
He stood accused of the murder of Mr
Lundy Foote of Rosbercon Castle.

There is one further little-known chapel or
oratory situated within the Convent of the
Holy Faith Nuns who are now sadly gone
from the parish. The Convent building
was originally constructed as the Ida
Fever Hospital c1829. It was substantially
used during the famine years serving as
an overflow to the New Ross Poorhouse.
Following the famine it continued in use
as a fever hospital until about 1853 when
it was converted to a private residence.
In 1924 the Holy Faith Nuns took over the
building and the Convent was born. It
was further extended in the early 1950s
and continues to faithfully serve our
parish today.
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The present homely little church at
Mullinarrigle was first built by Fr Kenny P.P.
in 1825. Initially it consisted of the nave
only. In was rebuilt and enlarged in the
1850s by Fr Michael Walsh P.P. The previous
church was situated in the churchyard of
Listerlin which was taken down ¢1820.
In the intervening period between the
demolition of the old church building
and the construction of the new church,
tradition states the parishioners walked to
Mass in Tullogher, Glenmore and some to
Rosbercon.

This brief summary gives us a glimpse
info a lost world that extended over a
substantial period of time. It is a survey
of how our parishioners lived and prayed
all of which are part of the story of our
church in the parish of Rosbercon.

Let us not forget them.
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Urlingford
Parish
Lenten
poster

programme

Ollie Maher

Trying to involve the primary school
children in our weekly Lenten Liturgies
presents its own challenges. But given the
very positive reaction of the congregation
fo seeing the children’s own art work on
display in the Church for sacraments like
Confirmation and First Communion we hit
on the idea of asking each class, from 1st
to éth, to present in poster form, a theme
for each of the six Sunday’s of Lent. This
poster would provide the focus for our
weekend liturgies. These themes taken
from the scriptures helped to underline
the message of the Word of God and
became a focal point for the homily and
the prayers of the faithful.
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The children were encouraged to
make a special effort to come to these
masses and were encouraged to bring
their family members up at the end of
Mass to view their handiwork and again
explain the theme to them. When each
poster was completed every class in the
school got fo see it before it went to the
Church. As you can see from the photos
the standard was very high and the
competition between classes was keenl!
All of this work would not have been
possible without the dedicated hard
work of the Principal and the teachers,
their patience (with the Priest!l) and their
encouragement of the children.
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The theme for each of the six
Sunday’s of Lent would provide
the focus for our weekend
liturgies.
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The themes chosen were;

1st Sunday (1st Class) "Happy Lent”
2nd Sunday  (3rd Class) “This is my Son, Listen to Him"
3rd Sunday  (2nd Class) "When we are Sorry Jesus forgives Us”

4th Sunday (4th Class) “Christ is the Light of the World”
5th Sunday (5th Class) "Resurrection and New Life”
6th Sunday  (6th Class) “Jesus Died for us”
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DIOCESE OF OSSORY
REMAINING DATES FOR
CONFIRMATION 2014

EASTER

MAY

Saturday, 3rd Rosbercon
Sunday, 4th Mooncoin
Saturday, 10th  Castletown
Sunday, 11th Conahy
Saturday, 17th  Kiimacow
Sunday, 18th Aghaviller

ANNUAL DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES

JUNE
Saturday, 31st  Ballycallan
Sunday, Ist Windgap

First Friday
of every
Month

The Blessed
Sacrament Chapel

St Mary’s Cathedral,
Kilkenny, 7-8pm

GUIDED PRAYER BEFORE THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT WITH
BENEDICTION

Contact: Fr Willie Purcell,
Ossory Vocations Office

056 7770261/0876286858
ossoryvocdir@gmail.com

All Welcome
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Facing death - our own and the loss of loved ones - is one of
life's most difficult tasks. Whether we believe or don't, have
great faith or little, the challenge to make sense of it is the
same for everyone.

This booklet, produced by the Adult Faith Development
Group, is designed as an aid to help families during the days
of a funeral. It acts as a simple guide in choosing readings,
prayers of the faithful etc... Available soon.

Ossory Adult Faith Development
Tel 056 7753624

Email afd@ossory.ie

Web www.ossory.ie
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For ages 13-17

For ages 8-13
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'I—\l%'fH EXPLOIT
PETER HANGING
RESCUE HERESIES
SINFUL JUDGEMENT
SODOM LAWLESS
SPARE PREACHER
S SWIFT PROPHETS
TRIALS SECRETLY
TRUTH SHAMEFUL

STORIES

8. Colouring

_ Competition

.-~

Draw an image

of “God'’s

Love at Work

Today”



DIOCESE OF OSSORY
St Kieran’s Lecture ® St Kieran's College ® 10th Mﬂ 2014

Further mformatlon contact Adult Faith Development 056-7753624 or email afd@ossory.ie

Saturday, 10th

HURLING:
Northern(Clubs:A10am-1pm
Southern|Clubs:2pm-5pm
CAMOGIE:}10am:1pm

Under 8 Hurli

GUEST REFS - KILKENNY SENIOR HURLERS:
JACKIE TYRRELL, CILLIAN BUCKLEY, PAUL MURPHY, TOMMY WALSH, MICHAEL RICE AND LESTER RYAN

PRESENTATION OF MEDALS: BRIAN CODY AND ANGELA DOWNEY



Cast
Donal O’Brien
Colette Browne
Brendan Corcoran
Fergal Miller

\ Sean Hackett

By
Hugh Ziall BDambrick
my Dunne

Le Onard Marina Boyd




