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Welcome to the latest edition of the Ossory Times.  

This is the tenth edition of our publication and as 

always we strive to capture some of varied events 

and exuberant life of our diocese and our Church.  

In fact, in this edition we have, for good reason, taken 

a focus on Mercy.  During a penitential service at St 

Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican Pope Francis declared 

this year, which started on the 8th December 2015 

(the feast of the Immaculate Conception) and 

which will run until the 20th November 2016 (the 

feast of Christ the King) as a Year of Mercy. On 

that day he noted that the Church's "primary task, 

especially at a moment full of great hopes and signs 

of contradiction, is to introduce everyone to the 

great mystery of God’s mercy by contemplating 

the face of Christ”. We try to take up that challenge 

in this edition. Along with the usual articles from the 

diocese we have added a number of contributions 

to explore this theme of Mercy. It is, after all something 

we all need in our daily lives. As we start our journey 

through this year may we not only experience and 

understand the mercy of God but also in a real way 

be that mercy for others too.  

  

As always we hope you enjoy this publication. 

Comments, suggestions and contributions are most 

welcome for future editions. Articles or 

advertisements for upcoming events, or of 

recent events, can be sent to: 

Ossory Adult Faith Development

St Kieran’s College,

College Road, Kilkenny.

Tel. 056-7753624 

Email: afd@ossory.ie

Editorial inthisissue

Ossory Adult Faith Development
Tel 056 7753624
Email afd@ossory.ie
Web www.ossory.ie
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Joseph Mahon

ACTS (Adoration Community 

Theology and Service) retreat

Adoration and the place of prayer in our lives 
Community and our relationship with our family church 
and the wider community Theology and our search to 

know God better Service to all those around us

On the 18th of October twelve very 
apprehensive men departed the Black 
Abbey in a great leap of faith as they 
embarked on a three-day residential 
retreat, hosted by Fr Joe Kavanagh OP, 
known as an ACTS retreat. The acronym of 
ACTS represents the main components of 
the weekend - Adoration and the place 
of prayer in our lives, Community and our 
relationship with our family, church and 
the wider community, Theology and our 
search to know God better and Service to 
all those around us. ACTS retreats started 
in Selma, Texas in 1987 in the parish of a 
Cork priest, Fr Pat Cronin.

This was the first time an ACTS retreat 
was to take place in Ireland and as 
such it was an unknown entity to the 
twelve men. A tremendous send-off was 
organised by Sr Margaret Quinn of the 
Mercy Sisters in Callan with the music 
provided by Lucy Heery and her friends. 
The retreat itself took place in the lovely 
surroundings provided by the De La Salle 
brothers of Castletown, Co. Laois. The 
Lasallian brothers, under the guidance of 
Br Stephen Deignan, run a pastoral care 
centre there for the wider community 
enabling groups to avail of the wonderful 
facilities which once served as the 
novitiate of the De La Salle brothers. 

During the course of the weekend the 
men enjoyed each other’s company, 

daily mass, rosary, stations of the cross as 
well as sharing in a deep and meaningful 
way with each other about life, faith, 
prayer and the crosses we all have to 
carry. It was a weekend unlike any that 
the men had ever experienced. While 
some had been on school retreats as 
teenagers they were completely bowled 
over by the frank honesty of the speakers 
who showed great courage to share their 
faith journeys and the peaks and valleys 
we all travel through. A great realisation 
for many was that we aren’t so different 
from each other and we each have a 
cross to carry but yet we are given so 
many blessings by our loving God. 

For many it was a reintroduction to the 
some of the prayers and rituals of our 
upbringing including the angelus, rosary, 
adoration of the blessed sacrament and 
an extra special reconciliation service 
affording everyone the opportunity to 
attend confession which for some had 
been the first time in years. The weekend 
proved to be a great experience for all 
and all apprehension seemed to have 
faded by Friday evening. The return to 
the Black Abbey took place at the 12pm 
mass on Sunday followed by a community 
meal in the church after mass. Probably a 
first in this 800 year old church!

The retreat was held under the refreshing 
spiritual guidance of Fr Michael Long, 
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a Kiltegan priest who shared his love 
of God and love of the sacredness of 
the life that surrounds us in all of God’s 
creation. Fr Seán Donohoe OFMcap 
from the friary in Kilkenny had prepared 
the lay men who hosted the retreat over 
12 weekly meetings leading up to it. Fr 
Seán was well accustomed to the Cursillo 
movement so ACTS was a natural fit for 
him and he length his total support to the 
endeavour of organising the first ACTS 
retreat in Ireland. Further support was 
length by Bishop Freeman who said the 
commissioning mass for the men hosting 
the retreat, as well as Fr Jim Murphy, Fr 
Frank Purcell and Fr Dan Carroll who all 
promoted the retreat in their parishes. It 
really was a community endeavour that 

involved all six churches in the city of 
Kilkenny. 

The ACTS retreat weekend provides a safe 
and sacred space for men and women 
to gather together, take some time out 
for themselves and explore and expand 
their faith and friendships. The first ACTS 
retreat for women is taking place on the 
weekend of April 14th-17th , 2016 and is 
again being hosted by the Black Abbey 
while St Canice’s parish will host an ACTS 
retreat for men in October 2016. Any lady, 
18 or older, that is interested is helping to 
organise the upcoming women’s retreat 
should contact Joseph Mahon on 086 
7758709.
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On October 23rd last the people of 
Mong, Thomastown, and its surrounding 
areas celebrated the 225th anniversary of 
Mong Chapel. The Mass for this wonderful 
occasion was celebrated by Bishop 
Freeman, the Parish Priest of Thomastown 
Fr Dan Bollard, its curate Fr Mark Condon 
and its friends Fr Tom Carrigan and Fr 
Peter Muldowney.

During the ceremony the original Altar 
stone from 1790 and another altar stone 
from 1895 were presented along with a 
number of other old artefacts used in 
Mong Capel before Vatican II. Such items 
recalled its long history and the great 
community spirit that surrounds this little 
church.   A large crowd was in attendance 
for this wonderful occasion.  S ome of 
those there were celebrating 50 years of 
sitting in the same seats!! 

Tributes were paid during the ceremony 
to the local people who over the years 
have worked voluntarily to preserve 
this little church as a beautiful place of 
worship. During his homily Bishop Freeman 
in congratulating all those who work to 
support the church in Mong also noted 
the real and pressing need for parish 
communities to foster vocations to the 
priesthood so as to ensure that churches 
such as this could remain open. He noted 
with an aging and diminishing clergy it 
would become impossible to continue to 
offer Masses in many of the churches in 
our diocese. 

After Mass refreshments were enjoyed 
by all and lots of stories of the past were 
recalled by all present. 

225th anniversary of
Mong Chapel

Ann and Jim Sheehy
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The Reform of the Process 
for the granting of 
Annulments of Marriage

CANON LAW MATTERS Recently Pope Francis made some changes to 
Canon Law in the area of Marriage. It is, in a 
real way, his making Mercy felt by people. We 
have asked Fr Albert McDonnell, who is a canon 
lawyer to explain here the changes made and 
their significance. 

On the Sunday after he was elected, Pope 
Francis had the following to say to the crowd 
gathered in St Peter’s Square for the Angelus   

‘In the past few days I have been reading 
a book by Cardinal Kasper …. on mercy. 
And that book did me a lot of good  …. 
so much good... Cardinal Kasper said that 
feeling mercy, that this word changes 
everything. This is the best thing we can feel: 
it changes the world. A little mercy makes 
the world less cold and more just. We need 
to understand properly this mercy of God, 
this merciful Father who is so patient.... Let 
us remember the Prophet Isaiah who says 
that even if our sins were scarlet, God's 
love would make them white as snow. This 
mercy is beautiful.’

The Pope started as he meant to go on!

MERCY APPLIED

Albert McDonnell

Associate Judicial Vicar

Galway Regional Marriage Tribunal
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Mercy is the lens through which he views all 
Christian doctrine and life. The Pope is a very 
practical man – his focus is very much on seeing 
lived experience in the light of God’s mercy. 
This is how he approaches marriage and the 
family in particular.

Marriage is different to all to other sacraments. 
People will often say that Fr Whoever married 
them and naturally when you hear that you 
know what is meant. However, it is not true. I 
have never married anyone nor has any other 
priest. It is the couple themselves, the man and 
woman, bride and bridegroom who are the 
ministers of the sacrament. It is the consent that 
they exchange, the promise to love each other, 
without limits and forever that makes them 
husband and wife and that makes the grace 
of the sacrament present and real.  Now that 
might sound some obscure point that canon 
lawyers get all excited about but is greeted 
by real people with indifference. However, 
in reality this point makes a huge practical 
difference in this sacrament and it underpins 
the Catholic understanding of marriage and 
especially of what makes marriage. 

For Catholics marriage is the living out in love 
of the promises that the couple make to 
each other on the day they celebrate the 
sacrament. For that to happen, the promises 
they exchange must be made freely, they 
need to understand what they are saying and 
doing and they must be able and want to live 
out those promises. 

Not everybody, at every stage in their life, 
are able to enter a valid marriage. There is 
a minimum that is needed. Sometimes it is 
obvious when this minimum is not present. 
We hear about people who marry simply to 
inherit property or to acquire the right to live 
in the EU. Marriage is about people not farms 
or visas. There are people who marry without 
a minimum understanding of what they are 
doing or the commitment they are making. 
And of course, marriage does not exist in the 
abstract. It is a person with dreams, hopes, gifts 
and needs uniting his/her life to another person 
with their own dreams, hopes, gifts and needs. 
The couple need to know each other before 
they can make a fully human decision about 
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marriage to that person. He/she must 
also have the personal strengths and 
qualities to share their life with that person 
in a communion of life and love. After all 
a commitment to do the impossible is 
never valid.  

Church and State have always accepted 
that marriages can be declared invalid 
or null. For the question to arise at all 
the marriage has to break-down, the 
couple have to separate and one or 
both parties have to request a decree of 
nullity. When a Church tribunal responds 
to such a request it takes as the focus 
of its investigation the elements that 
brought that marriage into being. What 
created the marriage was two people 
exchanging promises at that particular 
moment as they stood before the altar 
in the present of the Lord, the priest, the 
witness and their families and friends. The 
question then becomes, did they have 
a sufficient understanding of what they 
were doing, did they intend to do it, were 
they able to live out those promises?

Marriage tribunals do not judge or to 
blame people or their actions but simply 
to seek to determine if a marriage came 
into being as they stood side to side and 
exchanged their marriage promises. The 
decision of a marriage tribunal is about 
the marriage not the people.     

An important initiative in the area of 
pastoral care of marriage and the family 
is contained in a document that Pope 
Francis published in early September. 
It is entitled Mitis Iudex Dominus Iesus – 
‘The Lord Jesus, the merciful judge’. It 
contains a major reform of the procedure 
regarding the granting of annulments of 
marriage. It would be easy to dismiss it as 
simply a technical, canonical document 
– after all it doesn’t change the grounds 
for declaring a marriage invalid but 
simply the procedures.

Yet, it is clear that the Pope regards it 
as an extremely important initiative. 
There are a couple of reasons for saying 

this. Technically, the document is a 
motu proprio – something the Pope has 
decided on of his own initiative. He takes 
personal responsibility for the reform and 
cites his ministry as successor of Peter, the 
power of the keys, as the authority for 
making these changes. 

Pope Francis links all the important 
decisions and actions in his ministry 
to Our Lady – he begins and ends his 
foreign trips by going to pray at the shine 
of Our Lady at St Mary’s Majors in Rome; 
especially important appointments are 
made on Saturdays and do on. In Mitis 
Iudex, he entrusts the reform of the nullity 
procedure to Mary, the Mother of Mercy. 
The document was signed on 15 August, 
the feast of the Assumption, published 
on 8 September, the feast of the Birthday 
of Our Lady and it came into effect on 8 
December, the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception.

A key reason why the Pope prioritised 
this initiative is his belief, which he states 
in the document, that it will help an 
‘enormous number of the faithful’. Francis 
has previously quoted his predecessor as 
Archbishop of Buenos Aires as saying that 
half of the marriages that are celebrated 
are essentially invalid because people 
enter into them not realising that 
matrimony is a life-long commitment.  

This reform is one typical of Pope Francis – 
he doesn’t alter doctrine but he makes it 
easier for people to apply it to their lives. 
He makes Church doctrine ‘liveable’ 
– removing impossible burdens from 
people. He states the existing doctrine 
of the indissolubility of marriage on four 
occasions in this short document - so he 
is not changing it. However, as a pastor 
he does what he can to help people – 
changing the things that he can change. 
The heart of this reform is an attempt 
to reduce, what the Pope describes 
as the ‘physical or moral distance’ that 
separates people who have experienced 
marriage breakdown from Church 
tribunals and consequently from playing 
a full part in the life of the Church.
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He responds to the problem of the 
physical distance by placing the focus 
on the diocese and especially the bishop 
as the dispenser of justice. This will literally 
bring justice closer to people. This reform 
is intended for the whole world. He 
has, on occasion, referred to people in 
Argentina having to travel 240 km to get 
to the nearest Church tribunal. Many poor 
people who had experienced marriage 
breakdown cannot afford to take time 
off work or the cost of the journey and 
so are not able to seek an annulment. In 
Ireland we have four regional tribunals – 
one in Armagh, Dublin, Cork and our own 
in Galway. It will be up to our own Bishops’ 
Conference to decide if we continue 
with the present system or to follow the 
Pope’s preference to have each diocese 
offer this ministry.  

Secondly, the Pope requests Bishops to 
make the annulment process cost free. In 
Ireland, we do not charge for the process, 
we merely invite people to contribute 
towards the costs involved. Petitioners 
in the Galway Tribunal, for example, are 
asked to make a financial contribution – 
some do, some don’t, many can’t afford 
to. However, even if they were unable or 
unwilling to contribute their application 
still proceeds as normal. About 10% of 
the cost of running the Galway Tribunal 
comes from contributions from clients. 
Again, the Irish Bishops will have to 
decide if our Tribunals are to continue to 
invite contributions from clients or will the 
dioceses fund the service in its entirety. 
Certainly, even a perceived link between 
the annulment process and money is very 
poor. 

A third way in which the Pope is seeking 
reduce the distance between people 
and this process is by making it quicker.  
It is often suggested that the personal 
experience of his niece in Argentina 
made a deep impression on him in this 
regard. She told us her story in an interview 
she gave to a newspaper. She fell in love 
with a man who was previously married. 
It took four years for his application for 

a decree of nullity to be granted during 
which time the couple married civilly. 
In the document, the Pope states that 
he wishes to ‘promote the speed of 
the process …so that the heart of the 
faithful who are awaiting a declaration 
about their state may not be any longer 
oppressed by the darkness of doubt due 
to the delayed conclusion of the judicial 
process.’ 

The principal way in which the Pope is 
seeking to speed up the process is by 
removing the mandatory appeal. One 
tribunal – Galway, Cork etc- will now be 
able to grant an annulment and that will 
be end of the story, unless the other party 
or the defender of the bond decides 
to appeal. Even then, an appeal that is 
regarded as a delaying tactic can be 
dismissed. 

The Pope has also introduced a new 
shorter process to deal with cases which 
are particularly clear. In the document 
he gives examples including marriages 
occasioned by pregnancy, marriages 
of very short duration, marriages where 
a party engages in another relationship 
from the beginning etc. These cases can 
be concluded in 45 days.  While someone 
else can prepare the case, the Bishop 
himself is the judge. The idea is that while 
there are Bishops everywhere, there are 
large parts of the world without marriage 
tribunals. Once again the Pope is trying 
to reduce the distance, literally and 
figuratively, between people and justice.
The Pope also seeks to reduce the 
moral distance that separates people 
from justice and consequently from full 
participation in the life of the Church. To 
help in this regard he has introduced a 
new ministry. This he calls ‘the pre-judicial 
or pastoral investigation’ which he says 
should form part of the overall pastoral 
care of marriage.  This could be a priest 
or a lay person who would meet with a 
person or couple whose marriage had 
broken down and help him/her/them 
prepare their application for a decree 
of nullity. This will make the process less 
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intimidating and quicker. Again, it will be 
up to Bishops to provide this ministry in 
their dioceses. 

The new process will focus only the facts 
that are relevant to the validity of the 
marriage – this will make interviews shorter 
and therefore easier for people. Finally, 
while this isn’t explicit in the document, 
you get the impression that Tribunals are 
urged to give greater credibility to what 
people seeking annulments tell them. In 
the past there was a great fear of collusion. 
In this document there is reference to 
some cases where the evidence of the 
parties to the marriage and testimonies 
regarding their credibility might suffice to 
prove nullity. The default setting is that we 
should believe people, unless there are 
indications to the contrary.  
      
Finally, a few general comments on the 
document. This reform happened very 
quickly. It arose from the first part of the 
Synod of Bishop last October. The Pope 
established a study group and in little 
over a year they had reported and the 
reform was ready. Breakneck speed by 
Vatican standards.  Reaction is varied. 
Some have suggested that this reform 
has the potential capacity to once 
again fill our Churches – let’s hope they 
are right. Others feel that the reform is 
inspired by ‘false’ compassion and regret 
that the Pope didn’t consult episcopal 
conferences or have the Synod of 
Bishops vote on the document. Finally, 
while the document is about procedure, 
there may also be in it the beginning of 
a development in doctrine. Following 
on from Pope Benedict XVI, he refers to 
lack of faith as having a relevance to 
invalidity of matrimonial consent. Who 
knows where, in time, this might lead.  
 
The one regret I have about this reform, 
is that it didn’t go further in removing 
the restrictions on lay people acting as 
judges in marriage cases. A lay person 
who is a judge can only exercise his/
her ministry in conjunction with a priest. I 
imagine that the Pope wanted to focus 

only on procedure and to keep away 
from theological issues. A key part of the 
papal ministry is the preservation of the 
unity of the Church and equating lay 
and clerical judges might have proved 
controversial.    

I believe this reform will make a real 
difference to a great many people, across 
the world. However, I am not sure what 
impact it will have in Ireland. Thankfully, 
the rate of marriage breakdown is low 
in Ireland compared to other European 
countries. It also true that more and more 
Catholics who experience marriage 
breakdown are happy with an informal 
or civil solution to their situation and don’t 
feel the need to apply for a Church 
annulment. The number of decrees of 
nullity granted in Ireland has dropped 
considerably in recent years.  Maybe 
that will change over time and more 
people will see marriage tribunals as part 
of the pastoral care of marriage and an 
expression of Christ the good shepherd. 

A final thought – why does anybody at 
all bother with a Church annulment? 
After all we have civil divorce and 
resolves issues care of children, property 
etc. First of all, I think that every time a 
person lifts the ‘phone to call a Marriage 
Tribunal to inquire about the possibility 
of an annulment, that that is an act of 
faith. Only a believer in the mercy and 
goodness of the Lord would bother. There 
is faith in the heart of every person who 
applies. Secondly, people are often 
seeking a sense of closure to a difficult 
and sad period in their life and the sense of 
freedom to move on. Many wish to marry 
again in Church, some don’t. Thirdly, it 
is an opportunity for people to tell their 
story and be listened to. Thankfully, this is 
less common than in the past but there 
are people who have never really told 
the story of their marriage. The Tribunal 
gives them the space to do this. 

Hopefully, our Irish Church will embrace 
this reform and the theology and 
spirituality of mercy that underpins it.
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The love story that began in my early days has 
deepened, led me to be more tolerant  and  
accepting and continues to nourish me through 
the different experiences of life.

  Sr Anne Kearney

Celebration of Golden 
Jubilee

My story began in Co. Derry and since 
then I have covered many miles, lived in 
various places and listened to the stories 
of many people on their journey.

I am the middle one of a family of three. 
My father died when I was two and this 
loss left its own mark on my life. When I 
was about eleven years of age I thought 
I might like to be a nun working on the 
Missions, helping the “black babies” (as 
we then called them) I got my inspiration 
from my mother who had a great love 
and concern for the Missions. I duly 
forgot about this until my last Retreat in 
Magherafelt Secondary School. There I 
realised in a deep way how much Jesus 
loved me. My response was to wish to 
return that love by becoming a nun. I 
loved dancing and my uncle gave me 
a week to stay but I have managed to 
reach the 50th year Jubilee and I still 
enjoy dancing.

On a Hallowe'en evening in 1962, I 
arrived at the Postulancy in Kilmacow, 

Co. Kilkenny. I was joined by eleven other 
young girls equally daunted by new rules,  
different clothing, and silence in the 
evening time! 

Whilst I was studying in Dublin I was 
challenged by an appeal of Pope John 
XXIII, who was asking for help for the people 
of Latin America. A part of me that had 
been somehow unconsciously waiting, 
sprang into response. After teaching for a 
couple of years in Magherafelt, and two 
years of theological formation in Brussels I 
was ready to go to Brazil in November of 
1973. I spent seven years there and the 
people and their situation really changed 
my life and outlook. They are a warm, 
joyful, hospitable people in spite of much 
suffering, deprivation and negation of 
basic human rights.

Brazil was alive with energy for Liberation 
Theology when I went there and Team 
work with the Priests and lay people was a 
vital and enjoyable part of my time there. 
We were nourished by a vision for Ministry 

Let me tell you a story, the story of my 
life as a Holy Family Sister, celebrating 
this year, my Golden Jubilee
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that asked us to listen to the people 
and their suffering, and challenged us 
to work together with them in their Basic 
Christian Communities. The Light of the 
Gospel allowed them to see themselves 
as important in God’s sight even if they 
were poor and encouraged them to 
work together in Community for justice, 
dignity and a better life for all. Those 
who once thought they had no place 
within the Church because they were 
poor found their rightful place as God’s 
special children. 

I recall the plight of one woman whom I 
came upon when I was walking through 
the fields, having spent some time with 
the women picking coffee. This poor 

woman was corralled around into a very 
small holding. She lived with her son. 
The rich landowners had taken her land 
and fenced her in. I spoke to her as I 
passed. She said she wanted to give me 
something. She brought me out one egg. 
That poor woman will never know what 
she did for me. Her story like that of the 
woman in the gospel will be kept in her 
memory. That was Eucharist. 

When I returned to Ireland I had to make 
a huge adjustment. I was used to living 
among the very poor who worked so 
hard to eke out a little nourishment to put 
on the table. It was hard to see so much 
waste and equally hard to adapt to a 
more conservative Church. After doing a 
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30 day Retreat I felt called into a deeper 
Prayer Life and in my ministry I knew I 
needed to let go of the control and let 
God do the work in me. 

I was so blessed to have the opportunity 
of facilitating Womens’ Groups and 
Siol Retreats in different parts of Dublin. 
There we all shared our stories, found 
encouragement and hope, deepened 
our understanding of our human emotions 
and reactions, and felt the Presence of 
God in our sharings. The friendship from 
those groups and from other groups in 
Celbridge and Kilkenny has nourished 
my soul and my sense of meaning and 
Mission and is an important part of this 
year of Jubilee thanksgiving. 

I was involved for some years with Adult 
Literacy. It grew out of listening to some 
women who had difficulty with writing 
and spelling. The ensuing stigma was 
something they managed with various 
coping strategies. One woman came 
to me week after week and shared 
her various stories of life in Dublin. We 
managed to get it written down and 
finally put into a book form with titles on all 
her stories. I was the person who received 
so much when I saw that woman get 
the confidence to take up Courses to 
develop herself, inspired by a new feeling 
of self-worth. 

Over the years the call of Christ keeps 
inviting me into new areas of Ministry. 
Wherever I have worked I have been 
urged by the Spirit to facilitate the Week 
of Guided Prayer. This has been a source 
of great blessing. The greatness of God’s 
love is revealed to me as I listen on a one-
to- one to people’s struggles lived out 
with faith and generosity. Being part of 
the Knock Prayer guidance has allowed 
me to meet people from all walks of life 
at their most vulnerable and happy times. 
It is a wonderful experience to be part of 
a team sharing our prayer, and united 
by a deep soul connection through our 
ministry with the Pilgrims. 

For the last 16 years I have worked 
in Moneenroe, in the parish of Clogh 
where I recently celebrated my Golden 
Jubilee. The love story that began in my 
early days has deepened, led me to 
be more tolerant and accepting and 
continues to nourish me through the 
different experiences of life. There have 
been some difficult ones but the most 
devastating was the loss of my niece to 
cancer last year. This year of Jubilee has 
been a wonderful time to appreciate, 
give thanks and celebrate all that 
has been given to me by God, family, 
community, parish and friends. I have 
been overwhelmed by the generosity of 
so many people, especially in this Parish 
and all I can do is say thanks to all and to 
a most loving and gracious God. 

Most exciting of all today is the invitation 
to grasp the “New Story of the Universe” 
and the call of Pope Francis to care for 
the earth, our common home and for 
the poor. Within our Church and world 
something serious is needed so that future 
generations may enjoy life on this planet, 
realise our interconnectedness with all of 
creation, and the sacredness, wonder 
and beauty of all that exists. Something 
new is evolving in our world today even 
if at times it seems overwhelming with 
the plight of war victims, refugees, 
climate change and continuing famines 
in developing countries. I feel called 
into this new thrust to awaken to the 
New consciousness of God’s Presence, 
made manifest visibly in the diversity of 
form within every part of creation and I 
pray that I will be open to the new that 
God can realise in me. I like the image 
of the Cosmic Dance where God takes 
the lead but also where each of us has 
a place that no one else can take , and 
where each of us is needed. In this year 
of Jubilee I feel confident that the Christ 
who called me into the Dance of Love 
will keep a hold of my hand until I dance 
the Stairway to Heaven into that Great 
Cosmic Dance of light and Love. 
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Kieran O'Shea

This project has provided a forum for invited 
speakers to address us with the aim of opening our 

minds and hearts to the ‘bigger picture’ and above 
all giving us a sense of renewed hope

LIGHT OF HOPE 
shines for 

St Canice's Parish

For some time now St Canice’s Parish 
Community has organised an annual 
series of Talks which have featured 
many contributors from Church and 
Society. Since its inception this project 
has provided a forum for invited speakers 
to address us with the aim of opening 
our minds and hearts to the ‘bigger 
picture’ and above all giving us a sense 
of renewed hope.  In planning this year's 
event St Canice’s Pastoral Council were 
conscious of the need to breath new life 
into this Project which heretofore had 
existed as the ‘Voices of Hope’ event 
usually held in November.

At the outset the Pastoral Council 
‘tweaked’ the title slightly and the 
Project now became ‘The Light of Hope’ 
Series. Furthermore those delegated to 
work on the Project were conscious of 
the need to involve more people and 
extend the programme to embrace our 
local schools, religious communities and 
young people in particular. By the end 
of the planning stage the ‘Light of Hope’ 
Project had a brand new look, a new 
month, and much more involvement. 

The new format included Prayer Services, 
Audiovisual Presentations and Discussion 
Groups during each Wednesday of 
October all leading up to the evening 
session, no longer held in the context of 
a celebration of Mass but as a chaired 
meeting, with opportunities for engaging 
the various Speakers with questions and 
comments. On Wednesday 7th October 
Sr Noelle Corscadden Leader of the 
Loreto Order of Sisters Worldwide spoke 
on the theme of ‘Staying at the Table. Sr 
Noelle related her personal journey and 
how despite her struggles with the Church 
she remained at the Table. Earlier that 
day Ms Gemma Mulligan of the Middle 
Deanery Pastoral Council had facilitated 
a discussion in our Parish Centre on the 
many issues facing the Church today.

On Wednesday 14th October events 
included workshops for young people 
and a ‘Soup and Solidarity’ lunch with a 
Prayer Service in the Parish Centre. Later 
that evening  local man Conor O'Loughlin 
who works as Humanitarian Coordinator 
with Trocaire reflected on the theme of 
‘Solidarity with the Stranger’ Given the 
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intense focus on the Refugee Crisis at that 
particular time Conor’s intervention was 
timely and his own journey with Trocaire 
gave us a clear understanding of the 
challenges facing the poorest and most 
vulnerable in our world and how all of us 
are called to stand in solidarity with those 
in need. 

Cardinal Cormac Murphy O'Connor, 
Archbishop Emeritus of Westminster was 
our keynote speaker on Wednesday 
21st October. In a very relaxed manner 
Cardinal Cormac shared his memories of 
Popes he had know over the years and 
especially Pope Francis and his Mission 
of Mercy. During the day a special 
documentary on the life of Pope Francis 
and his mission had been aired in the 
Parish Centre. It created an appropriate 
backdrop to the Cardinal’s contribution. 
He  also gave great encouragement to 
all present in the manner he responded to 
the various questions put to him.

The series came to a conclusion on 
Wednesday 28th October when we 
focused on our Christian Heritage and 
how it speaks to us today. A Prayer Service 
at Kennyswell followed by an Audio Visual 
Presentation on the Cistercian Order 
provided the groundwork for the keynote 
address by Dr Breda Lynch from Slieverue 
on ‘Renewal & Reform in the Medieval 
Irish Church: A Template for Today’. Breda 
brought History to life as she focused 
on the life of the Irish Church during the 
Middle Ages and gave us great hope for 
today and tomorrow as she described 
how our ancestors in faith overcame issues 
that seemed insurmountable at the time. 

As we reflect on the ‘Light of Hope’ series 
we are thankful for the many insights we 
have gained and it is our hope in St Canice’s 
Parish Community that the contributions of 
our Speakers and participation of many 
people will help us in our efforts to live the 
gospel and dialogue with the wider world 
around us. Planning for October 2016 has 
already begun.

Conor O'Loughlin 
Trocaire

Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O'Connor 
Archbishop Emeritus of Westminster

Sr Noelle Corscadden 
Leader of worldwide Loreto Community

Dr Breda Lynch 
Historian OPW South East
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Give me 
a crash 

course in... 
using the 

Sacred 
Scriptures 

in Ethics 

Michael Shortall

MORALITY MATTERS
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Happy Christmas
And many happy returns. 

Like so many people I love hearing again the 
story of the birth of Jesus at Christmas. So I 
picked up the bible again to read some of it. 
Always worth doing! Did you that in the 
Catholic tradition there are in fact 73 separate 
books and letters in the bible. There are 46 
books in the Hebrew Scriptures or the Old 
Testament and 27 books in the New Testament, 
including the Gospels. 

Yes, it’s quite a lot. The books contain 
everything from laws, to historical stories and 
from poetry and songs, to letters. It got me 
wondering. With so much, how do we use the 
scriptures in deciding moral issues? 
For many it’s straightforward – just read and do 
as it says! 

But that can lead to a type of fundamentalism. 
Yes. So instead Catholics propose a more 
rounded and careful way. Firstly, to read 
carefully is to pay attention to what the text 
actually says and the context in which it was 
written. The technical term for this is ‘exegesis’. 
Secondly, reading carefully is to pay attention 
to the ideas that the reader brings and might 
influence how the text is read. The technical 
term is ‘hermeneutics’. 

And then there is the doing! 
Yes, again. When looking to what we should 
do in our world, we have to first consider the 
world in which we live. It is very different to the 
one that existed for Jesus, two thousand years 
ago. Yet, to be disciples we must also remain 
faithful to what we read in the scriptures. But 
being faithful, more often that not, also means 
being resourceful. 

Can you give an example? 
Let us take the Christmas story you mentioned 
at the beginning. My little nephew is going 
to be in his school’s nativity play. His big sister 
was Mary when she acted in the play. But he 
is younger and smaller, so he is going to be a 
reindeer? 

Aww! How lovely! Hold on! There were no 
reindeer in the Christmas story? 

Exactly! Be assured, the core of the story will still 
told faithfully; after a promise from God, a child 
will be born in a stable in Bethlehem after a long 
journey who will be a Saviour for his people. 
But the teacher has responded resourcefully 
to the situation of the class so that everyone 
will be involved, especially the smallest 
children. We might describe resourcefulness 
as prudence or wisdom. Importantly then, the 
play is acted in a Christian way, that is, in a 
way that recognises everyone, especially the 
most vulnerable. Is that not an implication of 
the Christmas story itself? 

And what about the real world? 
As you know, one of the biggest crises of 
the past year was the plight of refugees and 
migrants escaping from conflicts in Africa 
and the Middle East into Europe. We need to 
ask ourselves, what is the moral and Christian 
thing to do? In such a very complex situation, 
with many sources and many possible treats, 
the scriptures do not provide a blueprint or 
manual for what we should do in Europe. 
What the scriptures do tell however are many 
incidents in which God’s people journey to 
escape persecution – the Jewish people, the 
early Christians, and of course, the infant Jesus. 
Importantly, God journeys with these people 
and always values the hospitality shown to 
them. For us to remain faithful to this central 
aspect of the scriptures then, we are called to 
find resourceful ways in our time and situation 
to offer respect, hospitality and security. In 
the words of the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church:

The more prosperous nations are obliged, 
to the extent they are able, to welcome 
the foreigner in search of the security 
and the means of livelihood which he 
cannot find in his country of origin. Public 
authorities should see to it that the natural 
right is respected that places a guest 
under the protection of those who receive 
him (2241). 

Ah, so the scriptures provide a rich and central 
source of meaning. It is for us to use our God-
given reason to work out what we can do in 
faithfulness and resourcefulness. 
Happy Christmas to all the readers of the 
Ossory Times!  
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DIOCESE OF OSSORY DATES FOR CONFIRMATION 2016 
 
Bishop Freeman is pleased to announce the schedule for Confirmation in the Diocese of 
Ossory for 2016 and  sends his prayerful good wishes to all involved in preparing for the 
special gift of the Holy Spirit, the young people, their families, their teachers and priests. 
 
 
 
JANUARY   Saturday, 23rd                    Slieverue 
                Sunday, 24th        Tullaherin 

Saturday, 30th              Johnstown 
Sunday, 31st        Danesfort 

 

 
FEBRUARY   Saturday, 6th         St. Patrick’s 

Sunday, 7th        Aghaviller 
Thursday, 11th  School of the Holy Spirit and St. 

Patrick’s Centre 
Saturday, 13th         Kilmacow 
Sunday, 14th         Windgap 

 

         Mid Term 
 

         Saturday, 27th  Rosbercon 
         Sunday, 28th   Thomastown 
 
MARCH         Saturday, 5th                   Seir Kieran 
         Sunday, 6th                 Camross 
         Saturday, 12th    St. Mary’s 
         Sunday, 13th   Freshford 
 
         EASTER 
 
APRIL         Saturday, 9th  St. John’s 
         Sunday, 10th    Templeorum 
         Saturday, 16th   Ferrybank 
         Sunday, 17th    Aghaboe 
         Saturday, 23rd   St. Canice’s 
         Sunday, 24th   Conahy        
         Saturday, 30th   Castletown 
 
MAY         Sunday, 1st  Mooncoin 
         Saturday, 7th   Ballycallan 
            Sunday,  8th   Lisdowney 
         Saturday, 14th   Castlecomer 
         Sunday, 15th   Galmoy 
                           Saturday, 21st   Dunamaggan 
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GET 
READY 
FOR... C

Preparations are well under way for ORC, the new Ossory 
Diocese Retreat Programme for Confirmation Classes. 
Our opening retreat will take place on 7th January, 
when students from Bennetsbridge National School, will 
be the first to tread the boards at St Mary’s Cathedral & 
Chapter House. To date, thirty three schools from fifteen 
parishes have signed up for this spiritual adventure.

ORC’s intention, first and foremost is to share the Joy 
of the Gospel, not by preaching but by attraction. It 
aims to witness and demonstrate to the children how 
God is present and at work in their everyday lives and 
to encourage them to invoke the Holy Spirit through 
prayer & silence. In this way, ORC will supplement school 
catechesis. Hence ORC’s motto, ‘Christ is everything 
and in everything and everything is awesome.’ which 
originates from Colossians 3.11, ‘Christ is Everything and 
in Everything’ - popular among scripture scholars, and 
‘Everything is Awesome’ – A catchphrase borrowed 
from the Lego Movie that is so popular among children. 

ORC will highlight, to children and their families, that 
God is with us at all times, in places we may not even 
suspect and that God and prayer are not confined to 
Church alone. Our retreat program utilises up to date 
resources to communicate this message. It is not aimed 
at adults who are already practicing their faith. It is for 
children and appeals to children. The ORC team are 
very aware that Jesus went out to the people and 
preached where they were at, in the marketplace, at 
weddings and in the countryside. He used parables, 
stories and symbols to communicate his message. 
Nowadays, Jesus would have used Facebook, Twitter 
and games like Minecraft. He would, no doubt, have 
discussed the Gospel messages and truths that can be 
found in films such as the Lord of the Rings, Star Wars 
and Spiderman. Our confirmation retreat aims to do the 
same. It needs to be ‘cool’ to appeal to young people 
and when you think about it, what can be ‘cooler’ than 
the Word of God? 
The ORC team consists of three team leaders, Fr Brian 
Griffin, St John’s Kilkenny, Stiofán Ó’Murchadha, who 
is doing a Masters in Chaplaincy Studies & Pastoral 
Work, Mater Dei and Damien O’Dornan, Conahy Parish 
Project Co-ordinator, supported by a wonderful team of 

twenty active retirees from parishes all over Kilkenny and 
twenty four transition year students from local secondary 
schools in Kilkenny City. Many thanks to Bernadette 
Denieffe, St John’s, Paul Fitzgerald, St Kieran’s College, 
Anna Ryan, CBS and Margaret Dempsey, Loreto for their 
support and encouragement of this programme. 

Readers of the Ossory Times can also help! With so 
many people involved, preparation and planning 
are vital. However, most important of all, is prayer. The 
ORC team encourages Ossory Times readers to pray 
for confirmation students, their teachers and also for 
the success of the retreat program. Our hope & prayer 
is that each participant will learn how to see past the 
many distractions of our busy world to grow in love and 
learn to value what really counts in life - Jesus Christ, the 
way, the truth & the light.

For more information and to book your class confirmation retreat please contact: 
Fr Brian Griffin tel. 087-0644158 email: confirmationretreats@ossory.ie

Brian Griffin
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This year marks the 
1,400th anniversary 

of the death of Saint 
Columban in 615 in 

Bobbio, Northern 
Italy. The name 

Columban is derived 
from “Columba”, 
which is the Latin 

word for dove. 
Columban is often 

called Columbanus 
and he is sometimes 

mistaken for 
Columba or 

Colmcille, who was 
about 25 years older 

than Columban 
and who went into 

voluntary exile on 
the island of Iona, 

in the Scottish 
Hebrides.

In many ways 
Columban is 

considered to be 
the most important 

Irish person ever who 
lived in mainland 

Europe. His memory 
is still very much alive 
in many places from 

Brittany in France 
to Bobbio in Italy. 

He was also the first 
Irish person from 

whom we have a 
substantial amount 
of writings. He was 

described as the first 
Irish “man of letters”.
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“St Columbanus is the best known and best loved 
of the Irish saints in Continent Europe, especially in 
France, Italy, Austria, Germany and Switzerland, 
sadly he is less well known in Ireland”

Ray Cleere

1400th Anniversary of the 
death of St Columban

Father Aidan Larkin gave the following 
biographical description: “The child 
would grow to manhood and become 
first a monk, then a priest, a distinguished 
scripture teacher, a master of Latin 
prose style and rhetoric, a competent 
versifier, an abbot, a founder of 
monasteries and monastic lawgiver, 
notably in Annegray, Luxeuil and 
Fontaines, in Burgundy, France, from 
where he would be expelled, and then 
in Bregenz, Austria, and finally in Bobbio, 
Northern Italy, where he would die in 
615. The monasteries that he founded 
would multiply themselves. Figures vary, 
but around sixty is a reasonable claim for 
the number of monastic communities 
living under the Columban, Rule in the 
following generation, in France; and, 
out of roughly one hundred French 
Diocesan Sees, at least twelve would 
be occupied by his disciples”.

Father Larkin, whose biography on the 
saint “Saint Columbanus Pilgrim for 
Christ” is to be published this summer, 

points out that, while “St Columbanus 
is the best known and best loved of 
the Irish saints in Continent Europe, 
especially in France, Italy, Austria, 
Germany and Switzerland, sadly he is 
less well known in Ireland”. 

Columban was born on the Carlow/
Wexford border around the year 543. 
He studied under Saint Sinell at Cleenish 
whose monastery was situated on 
a large island on the River Erne, in 
County Fermanagh. Pope Benedict 
described Columban as “a man of 
great culture who wrote poetry in Latin, 
a monastic rule, a grammar book in 
Latin, numerous letters and sermons”. 
The last monastery which he founded 
in Bobbio in the plains of Lombardy 
became known as “a cultural centre 
on a par with the famous Benedictine 
monastery of Monte Cassino”.

Without any doubt the regime at 
Columban’s monasteries was very 
challenging. The monks spent long 
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hours in prayer during the day and 
at night. Food was very simple and 
the monks ate only once a day in the 
evening. It would, however, be untrue 
to portray Columban as someone who 
was devoid of feelings. The farewell 
letter which he wrote to the monks in 
Luxeuil while he waited in Nantes for 
a ship to deport him back to Ireland 
was entitled “to his most sweet sons 
and most dear disciples”. The Oxford 
historian, T.M. Charles-Williams, the 
author of the classic work Early Christian 
Ireland, considered the letter as “one 
of the most moving documents of the 
early medieval period”.

In 1950, 65 years ago, a Congress was 
organised in Luxeuil, Eastern France, to 
celebrate the 1,400th anniversary of the 
birth of Columban. Robert Schuman, 
one of the principal architects of 
the European Union, attended the 
Congress. He told his audience that 
“St Columban, this illustrious Irishman 
who left his own country for voluntary 
exile, willed and achieved a spiritual 
union between the principal European 
countries of his time. He is the patron 
saint of all those who now seek to build 
a United Europe”.

Although Columban was born 
somewhere on the Carlow/Wexford 
border in 543, no celebrations were 
held to honour him in 1943 as Europeans 
killed each other during World War Two.

The following are some aspects of 
Columban’s life highlighted during 
2015:

Columban: Irish dimension North and 
South – He was born in Leinster, on 
the Carlow/Wexford border. He was 
educated in Northern Ireland under 
Saint Sinell in his monastery at Cleenish 
on an island in Lough Erne. From 
Cleenish, Columban went to Bangor 
and became a monk. He spent more 
than 25 years in Bangor.

Columban had an All-Ireland 
dimension. He was the first person 
who articulated a sense of what it 
meant to be Irish. In a letter which he 
had written to Pope Boniface in 613, 
he wrote: “we Irish”. At the time the 
Irish were not held in high esteem in 
continental Europe during the Roman 
Empire and even after the collapse of 
the Roman Empire. Columban, and 
the monks who followed him to Europe 
in the sixth and seventh centuries 
changed that perception radically. 
Europeans accepted that during the 
sixth and seventh centuries the light 
came, not from the East but from the 
West. The fact that, within a generation 
after his death, Jonas of Susa, who 
was a monk at Bobbio, wrote “the 
Life of Columbanus”, was a testimony 
to the importance of Columban’s 
legacy in Europe. The UCC historian, 
Dr. Damian Bracken commented that 
“this is another first: Columbanus is the 
first Irishman to be the subject of a 
biography”.

European dimension: Columban 
was the best known Irish person who 
laboured in Europe between the sixth 
and seventh centuries. According to 
Dr. Damian Bracken “shrines, towns 
and landmarks across Europe bear 
Columbanus’s name and testify to the 
widespread diffusion of devotion to the 
Saint. In the middle of the ninth century, 
a biographer of St Gill, a colleague of 
Columban, acknowledged the debt 
of his people to Ireland whence the 
splendour of such light came to us”.  
He continues: “the light of Christianity 
has shone westward to Ireland through 
missionaries such as Saint Patrick. 
Between the sixth and eight centuries 
the light shone in the opposite, as Irish 
monks Columbanus rekindled the 
faith in Europe. In that sense, this later 
tradition is a reflection of Columbanus’s 
belief that the conversion of his 
homeland on the edge of the world led 
to the spiritual and cultural enrichment 
of the West. Charles Montalembert, 
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the nineteenth century French author 
who wrote on Columban believes that 
it was at the cost of this unceasing toil 
(Columban and his monks) that half of 
our country and an ungrateful Europe 
were restored to civilisation and life”.
In the early twentieth century Pope 
Pius XI wrote the following:  “The more 
light that is shed by scholars on the 
period known as the Middle Ages, the 
clearer it becomes that it was thanks to 
the initiative and labour of Columban 
that the rebirth of Christian virtue and 
civilisation over a great part of Gaul, 
Germany and Italy took place”.

Columban the Monk: He was a man of 
deep faith and courage. Irish monks 
and monasteries which were founded 
by Irish monks made a huge impact in 
seventh and eighth century Europe.

Columban the Scholar: He was well 
versed in the Classics and he wrote 
excellent Latin. Columban monasteries 
in the sixth and seventh centuries played 
an important role to revive education in 
Europe. Many of the manuscripts which 
were produced by Irish monks are now 
located in libraries across Europe such 
as the San Gallen Library in Switzerland 
and the Ambrosian Library in Milan 
where the Bangor Antiphonary can be 
found.

Social Justice dimension: Columban 
was fearless when he encountered 
things which were untrue or not in 
accordance with his understanding 
of the Christian message. He willingly 
spoke out against Kings, Bishops and 
even Popes when he thought it was 
the right thing to do. He paid a heavy 
price for such fortitude when he was 
expelled from Burgundy in France after 
he had challenged King Theuderic, 
Queen Brunailda and the Bishops in 
the area at the time. Christians who 
worked for peace and a more just 
social order drew strength from the 
example which was set by Columban. 
Dr. Damian Bracken is convinced 

that “the causes of poor leadership, 
especially poor spiritual leadership that 
he diagnosed in his letters and sermons 
are as relevant now as when he wrote 
almost one-and-a-half millennia ago”.   

Ecological dimension Like many other 
early Irish monks, Columban was very 
close to the natural world, at a time 
when our local and global environment 
is under enormous stress, Columban 
has so much to teach us about how we 
can find God in the natural world and 
learn to live in a sustainable way.

Columban is the patron saint of 
motorcyclists. The motorcycle 
manufacturers, Harley Davidson, cast a 
medal with Columban’s image to mark 
the fact that he was declared the patron 
saint of motorcyclists. The written text 
which accompanies the medal states 
that “today Saint Columban serves as 
the guardian spirit for motorcycle riders 
everywhere. When you carry this coin, 
you’re protected anytime you saddle 
up and point your handlebars down 
the road. The obverse depicts a picture 
of Saint Columbanus embedded in a 
crimson background with his watchful 
gaze defending those who live to ride 
and ride to live”.

For details of the celebrations marking 
the 1,400th anniversary of the death of 
Saint Columban, contact the interim 
secretary of the preparatory team:

Fr Seán McDonagh, M.A., Ph.D.,
St Columban’s College,
Dalgan,
Navan,
County Meath.
E-mail:  seanmcdonagh10@gmail.com
Phone:  046-9021525. Extension 558
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Photographs courtesy
Edward Cody Photography
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Our task is to encourage everyone to join a movement of prayer 
and action with joy and enthusiasm to recreate the full vision of 
our Catholic Church in which everyone has a role to play.

Joe Bolger

On October 23, a group of people from 
different parishes of the diocese and from 
outside it met for a weekend retreat at Seville 
Lodge, Kilkenny, to discern how to respond 
to Pope Francis' Apostolic Exhortaton on the 
Proclamation of the Gospel in Today's World.

This was our second retreat and is a process 
of ongoing formation for people of different 
affiliations, viz: members of Cells, Legion of 
Mary, Prayer Groups and Eucharist Adoration.

The weekend was conducted by Fr Kevin 
O'Boyle, a Columban priest, who spent many 
years working in Chile and other countries 
and he has much experience in forming and 
building up small Christian communities. We 
were inspired by Fr Kevin's experience and 
knowledge which he presented with wisdom, 
enthusiasm and simplicity.

Our time was spent in prayer, talks, workshop 
sessions and open forum that were enjoyable 
but also demanding. Mass was celebrated 
on Sunday, with the Gospel from Mark 10:46-
52. In his homily, Father gave us a flavour of 
the freshness and newness of God's word; he 
spoke about Bartimaeus' blindness and how 
this resulted in his becoming a beggar on the 
side of the road. He was not always blind, but 
the condition led him to an encounter with 
Jesus. He knew Jesus was coming because 
of the crowd's enthusiasm, but he also knew 
about Jesus, he addressed him, "Son of David, 
have pity on me". If we are to be effective 
evangelisers we too must be enthusiastic 
about Jesus. Father also prompted us to 

look at our own blindness of which we may 
be unaware. We are reminded by Fr Kevin, 
quoting Pope Francis, to encourage every 
Christian to rediscover the joy of the gospel 
and become spirit-filled evangelisers.

Today it is clear that consumerism in its many 
forms has supplanted religion. There is a sense 
of helplessness felt by many people but some 
are moved to action, coming together to 
form groups to go out and evangelise. I know 
this is happening in many places, for example: 
Tipperary, Galway, Armagh, Louth and Derry. 
We, however, see ourselves not as a new 
group or a new organisation, but rather a lay 
movement in the Church with the support 
of priests under obedience to the Bishop; 
exercising our baptismal calling and duty. 
Our task is to encourage everyone to join a 
movement of prayer and action, in whatever 
group they belong, with joy and enthusiasm to 
recreate the full vision of our Catholic Church 
in which everyone has a role to play.

Meanwhile our work continues, on Saturday 
21 November, an afternoon of teaching was 
conducted by Louis Alvarez on Evangelising 
the Baptised at St Patrick's Parish Centre, 
Loughboy. This was well attended and well 
received.

In conclusion let me quote from Pope 
Francis' The Joy of the Gospel, "I hope that all 
communities will devote the necessary effort 
to advance along the path of a pastoral and 
missionary conversion which cannot leave 
things as they presently are" (EG,25).

Evangelisation Outreach 
weekend retreat
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Rose Kelly

We chose the name Community Choir as it gave us a 
broader vision of where and when we could serve our 

parish with appropriate music.

In November 2015 Thomastown 
Community Choir celebrates ten years 
in existence.  Back in 2005 our curate of 
the time, Fr Peter Muldowney set up a 
bereavement choir and motivated us 
into action.  We started with ten members 
but in recent years have increased to 
eighteen or twenty.  We chose the name 
Community Choir as it gave us a broader 
vision of where and when we could serve 
our parish with appropriate music.  

We are mostly a group of retired senior 
citizens who love to sing.  We practise in 
our church every Wednesday at 11 a.m. 
We organised ourselves efficiently, early 
on, having secured an organist, a leader, 
a communicator, computer “techie” 
and a treasurer.  It would seem that a 
combination of co-operation, teamwork, 
enthusiasm and above all, commitment 
has worked for us as a group.

At present our priority as a Community 
Choir is to provide appropriate sacred 
music for Christian funeral mass.  But 
we are also privileged to provide music 
for masses at St Columba’s Hospital 

Church, for special occasions such as 
International Day of the Sick, Christmas 
Masses for patients’ party days and Carol 
Services. We also have connections with 
Camphill Community at Jerpoint and 
Watergarden, Thomastown.  Some of 
their leaders join us on a regular basis.
 
From a social aspect we have annual 
outings to places of historic interest.  We 
interact with the Senior Citizens and 
Active Retirement groups, and parish 
socials. We sing St Patrick’s Eve mass 
“as gaeilge” for deceased members 
of the local G.A.A. Club.  We sing the 
cemetery Mass and November Mass 
for our beloved dead, and take part in 
the Christmas Carol Services. All in all we 
can fairly be defined as a Community 
Choir.  Our repertoire includes a broad 
range of music in English, Latin and Irish.  
We promote our native language where 
and when appropriate.  Our hope for the 
future would be that a new generation 
will continue to promote, cherish and 
nurture our enviable heritage of church 
music. 

Thomastown 
Community Choir
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Sisters of Mercy

Celebrating Religious 
in Ossory

On Saturday, November 29th there 

was a celebration of the presence of 

Consecrated Life in the Diocese of 

Ossory. The day was described as an 

opportunity "to celebrate, to give thanks, 

to recognise and to honour our religious 

brothers and sisters.” There are 19 Religious 

Congregations and Orders in the diocese 

– eleven of women and eight of men. 

Weatherwise, that Sunday was not a very 
pleasant day but, as we made our way 
to the exhibition in St Kieran’s College, we 
were met by a display of colourful banners 
which brightened the grey sky. A group 
of Transition Year students from St Kieran’s 
met us on arrival, guided us to a parking 
space and directed us to the exhibition 
hall. Here there was a display representing 
each of the Congregations, outlining the 

Pope Francis introduced the Year for 
Consecrated Life which began on February 
2nd 2015 and finishes on February 2nd 2016.
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life of each founder or foundress and the 
spirit that inspired them. There was also 
an account of the contemporary works in 
which the members of the congregations 
are involved. All this was beautifully 
coordinated by Fr Dermot Ryan and the 
Adult Faith Development group.

Over the afternoon there was a great 
gathering of religious, many of whom 
had not met for some time. We also 
welcomed our friends who came to 
celebrate with us. Tea, coffee and cakes 
were served with a smile all afternoon – 
by more of those welcoming Transition 
Years!

At five o’clock we all decamped to 
St Mary’s Cathedral for Mass at 5.30 
concelebrated by Bishop Seamus 
Freeman and a large gathering of priests 

from the Diocese. We were welcomed 
by Monsignor Kieron Kennedy, Adm, and 
a reflection was delivered by Sister Bridie 
Mullins, Loreto Sister. In Religious Life we 
often talk about our individual Charisms 
-  what it is distinguishes one group of 
Religious from the  other. Bridie described 
it very aptly as “the smell of the nest”!  
The music was conducted by Fr Richard 
Scriven and accompanied on the organ 
by Ms Joy Bibby.  Once again, we were 
very happy to be joined by a large group 
of our lay colleagues.

Sincere thanks to all who helped to make 
this day possible. Consecrated Life may 
seem to be in decline in Ireland but we 
are confident that God is in charge and 
sees the bigger picture and no matter 
what it is good to come together to 
celebrate!
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The Holy Door in Ossory
It was but the 
beginning of our 
Year of Mercy in 
Ossory. It is the start 
of our proclamation 
of a much needed 
message for today. 
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Dermot Ryan

This year of mercy, then, is an opportunity 
for us all to celebrate mercy

This Holy Year dedicated to the theme of mercy is a special 
jubilee, or one that was unplanned.  It was however, in 
hindsight, not a shock to us at all.  Pope Francis has placed 
mercy at the very centre of his ministry. It seems to frame all 
that he does and says as the successor to Peter.  

When he announced the Holy Year of Mercy Pope Francis said

‘No one can be excluded from the mercy of God;  …the 
Church is the house that welcomes all and refuses no one. 
Its doors remain wide open, so that those who are touched 
by grace can find the certainty of forgiveness…. the whole 
Church will find in this Jubilee the joy needed to rediscover 
and make fruitful the mercy of God, with which all of us 
are called to give consolation to every man and woman 
of our time.’  

This year of mercy, then, is an opportunity for us all to celebrate 
mercy, to live mercy, to grow in mercy and be transformed by 
mercy. 

We know well that our world can be a harsh and cruel place. 
The demands of work, family, daily life and even our pastime 
of sport, suggest that we have to succeed and that mercy 
is but a weakness. Balancing this, the Jubilee Year of Mercy 
allows us to open our eyes for a moment to the mercy which 
surrounds us and on which we depend.   

A new element in this Holy Year is the emphasis on the 
celebration of Mercy in each local Church, across the world. 
Pope Francis has asked that a holy door, or a ‘door of mercy’ 
as Pope Francis prefers to call them, will be opened in every 
diocese around the world. It makes possible at the local level 
the traditional ending of a pilgrimage to Rome during a Jubilee 
year.  We too can partake in the indulgences offered in this year 
without travelling to Rome. Walking through the Holy Door is a 
symbol of conversion, leaving selfishness behind and opening 
our hearts to the love, grace, mercy and forgiveness of Christ.  
The Holy Door in Ossory, at St Mary’s Cathedral, was opened 
on Sunday 13th December before the 5.30pm Mass by Bishop 
Freeman in a packed Cathedral. Music for the celebration 
was provided by a diocesan choir and a number of priests of 
the diocese attended along with people from every parish in 
Ossory.    
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What is Mercy?
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Over time Popes have dedicated certain years as times of special prayer, often 
involving a pilgrimage to Rome. Pope Francis has declared this year, which 
started on the 8th December, as a special year of prayer and pilgrimage, to 
be called the Year of Mercy. As part of this celebration he has asked that each 
diocese designate a specific door in one of its churches to be called the Door 
of Mercy.   The idea is that the people of faith can make a mini pilgrimage to 
and through this door.   In essence a pilgrimage involves coming to a personal 
decision to make a change in ones life; going on a journey to seek forgiveness 
while reflecting on ones conduct to date; and then entering into a new and 
refreshed way of life closer to that taught by Jesus Christ in the gospels.

Michael Hogan

In this jubilee Year of Mercy the focus is 
on allowing the virtue of mercy to enter 
the life of each one of us.   So what is this 
virtue?

We often think of mercy as a kind of ex 
gratia leniency shown when coming to a 
judgement on somebody else's offence. 
True mercy is much different from that. It 
has much more relevance to how each of 
us lives our personal daily life in community 
with others, and a whole lot less to do 
with the judgement of others. When we 
think a little more about mercy words like 
justice, sympathy, empathy, compassion 
come to mind. These thoughts mean 
having an active care and consideration 
for others, even perhaps a passion for 
such relationships. It is a matter of having 
a genuine heartfelt type of relationship 
with those deprived or in need of any 
kind of support, and then helping them 
out in practical ways.

So what are these needs that we should 
look out for so that we can help?   If we 
put our minds back to our earlier years 
many of us will recall hearing about the 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy, 
often having to memorize them in an 
old format. In today's circumstances and 
language these "works" would include 
helping to lessen the burden of those in 
physical or economic poverty, having 

no proper home, or shelter, or food, or 
clothes; unemployment, no occupation; 
attention to the old, the sick, the lonely 
in our community; illiteracy, exclusion 
from social and cultural life; lack of 
relationships, bereavement, isolation; 
those with feelings of hopelessness, 
desolation, despair.   In this modern world 
the list of needs is almost endless.   Mercy 
calls on each of us to respond to these 
needs in personal practical ways and to 
identify with those who need our support.
The Year of mercy calls on each of us 
to wake up to our Christian calling of 
solidarity with our neighbour and making 
whatever sacrifices in our own more 
comfortable lives to do so. We are invited 
to go on the mini pilgrimage, make the 
decision to change our life so as to include 
others in this way, pass through the door 
of mercy, and return home renewed with 
a concrete plan to implement the mercy 
we should show to others.

The words of Jesus Christ tell us that while 
each of us must make every effort to 
avoid sin, our implementation of the 
good works of mercy is the is an equal, if 
not greater, christian demand.

The Christian response to mercy may be 
summed up in the gospel admonition " 
do unto others as you would have them 
do unto you"
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Mercy in 
the Bible – a 
Theological 
Summary



page 35

ossory timesDECEMBER 2015

“Pity has as its object a being that does 
not deserve its misfortune.” So wrote 
the pagan philosopher, Aristotle, in the 
fourth century B.C. (Poetics, 13.1453). For 
Aristotle, if we suffer as a result of our own 
actions, we do not deserve pity: mercy is 
limited by merit. In the Bible, the picture 
is quite different. The logic of mercy is 
not what people deserve, but God’s 
sovereign choice. 

Does this mean that God is arbitrary 
or selective in showing mercy? Taken 
in isolation, some texts might suggest 
that this is so (e.g. Exodus 33:19, “I will 
be gracious to whom I will be gracious, 
and will show mercy on whom I will show 
mercy.”). The Bible does not speak with 
a single voice, but shows a gradual 
development in the understanding of 
God’s mercy. In Jesus’ understanding, 
mercy appears blind: God does not 
make distinctions, but “makes his sun rise 
on the evil and the good, and sends rain 
on the just and on the unjust” (Mt 5:45).

Any attempt to pin down the biblical 
presentation of mercy is complicated by 

the fact that the English word “mercy” 
translates a cluster of biblical terms, 
some of which can – depending on the 
context – be translated by such terms 
as “steadfast love,” “pity,” “grace” and 
“kindness.” In linguistic terminology, 
mercy is not so much a precise concept 
as a semantic domain: it embraces a 
range of meanings, but without departing 
substantially from the core idea of God’s 
kindness towards men and women. 

Unlike the Philosopher, the God of Israel 
does not limit his mercy to the deserving. 
A key characteristic of God’s mercy is 
that it is extended to the undeserving, 
and a corresponding characteristic 
of Israelite piety is that it appeals to 
God’s mercy from the depths of human 
sinfulness. In the Psalter, Psalm 51, the 
Miserere, is attributed to David after his 
adulterous liaison with Bathsheba, whose 
husband Uriah he had had killed. The 
Psalmist acknowledges frankly: “I know 
my transgressions, and my sin is ever 
before me.” Accordingly, he can say to 
God: “You are justified in your sentence 
and blameless in your judgment.” 

Chris Hayden

Over time Popes have dedicated certain years as times of special prayer, often 
involving a pilgrimage to Rome. Pope Francis has declared this year, which 
started on the 8th December, as a special year of prayer and pilgrimage, to 
be called the Year of Mercy. As part of this celebration he has asked that each 
diocese designate a specific door in one of its churches to be called the Door 
of Mercy.   The idea is that the people of faith can make a mini pilgrimage to 
and through this door.   In essence a pilgrimage involves coming to a personal 
decision to make a change in ones life; going on a journey to seek forgiveness 
while reflecting on ones conduct to date; and then entering into a new and 
refreshed way of life closer to that taught by Jesus Christ in the gospels.
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Yet the matter does not end with sin and 
punishment, even while both of these 
realities are being taken seriously. There 
is a whole theology of mercy in the lines: 
“Fill me with joy and gladness; let the 
bones which you have broken rejoice. 
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out 
all my iniquities.” The psalmist knows that 
mercy does not gloss over sin: it takes 
human freedom seriously, while opening 
the possibility of renewal and restoration.
There is an insightful contrast between 
the words of the Miserere, “Hide your 
face from my sins,” and the plea “Hide 
not your face from me,” which is found in 
several places in the Psalter (27:9; 69:17; 
102:2; 143:7). Mercy acknowledges that 
there is more to the sinner than sin. Our 
identity is deeper than any sin, and God 
continues to recognize human dignity, 
even when it is tarnished by sin. As the 
saying goes, “every saint has a past, and 
every sinner has a future.”

In his letter to the Romans, St Paul wrestled 
with a misunderstanding that can arise 
from the consideration of the abundance 
of God’s mercy. The misunderstanding 
was wittily articulated by a medieval 
copyist who once doodled on a 
manuscript, “How wonderfully disposed 
the world is – I love to sin; God loves to 
forgive.” As Paul put it: “What  shall we 
say then? Are we to continue in sin that 
grace may abound? By no means!” 
(Rom 6:1-2). God’s mercy does not give 
carte blanche; it is intended to call us 
away from sin, rather than to promote 
indifference. Jesus’ parting words to the 
woman caught in adultery were: “Go, 
and do not sin again.” (Jn 8:11). 

Paul’s baptismal theology makes it clear 
that mercy seeks a response. In baptism, 
we are “buried with Christ,” which is to 
say that we die to sin. By the same token, 
we share in Christ’s resurrection life, and 
the whole purpose of God’s mercy is that 
“we too might walk in newness of life.” 
(Rom 6:4). God’s mercy is unconditional, 
in the sense that it lacks preconditions. It 
can, however, properly be said to have 

a “post-condition,” which is our response.
The notion of a “post-condition” 
should not be read as taking from the 
gratuitousness of God’s mercy. It is 
offered unconditionally, but it fulfills its 
purpose only when it finds a response 
of conversion. Such is human freedom. 
The “post-condition” aspect of God’s 
mercy is spelled out very clearly in 
Jesus’ teaching, and the parable of the 
unforgiving debtor (Mt 18:21-25) ends 
with the demanding words: “if you do 
not forgive your brother from your heart.” 
Furthermore, the only part of the Lord’s 
prayer that is followed by an elaborative 
commentary is the petition, “Forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us”: “If you forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you, but if you do not 
forgive… neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses.” (Mt 6:14-15).

No biblical text, taken in isolation, 
captures the full complexity of human 
nature, and even the texts just quoted 
should not be read in too rigorous a 
way. For all kinds of reasons – upbringing, 
personal disappointment, trauma – it 
may be virtually impossible for some 
people to show forgiveness at certain 
times. We may hope that our struggles to 
forgive will themselves be the object of 
God’s mercy. As St Augustine observed 
of the woman taken in adultery, after her 
accusers had departed in shame and 
she was left alone with Jesus: Relicti sunt 
duo – miseria et misericordia. Two things 
are left: misery and mercy. 

Sometimes these are the parameters of 
discipleship: our misery and God’s mercy. 
Little wonder that the letter of Jude could 
virtually sum up discipleship in the words: 
“Wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ that leads to eternal life.” (v. 21)
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Pope Francis' 
Prayer
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Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us to be merciful 
like the heavenly Father, and have told us that 
whoever sees you sees Him. Show us your face and 
we will be saved. 

Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew 
from being enslaved by money; the adulteress and 
Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created 
things; made Peter weep after his betrayal, and 
assured Paradise to the repentant thief. 

Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the 
words that you spoke to the Samaritan woman: “If 
you knew the gift of God!” 

You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of 
the God who manifests his power above all by 
forgiveness and mercy: let the Church be your 
visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified. 
You willed that your ministers would also be clothed 
in weakness in order that they may feel compassion 
for those in ignorance and error: let everyone who 
approaches them feel sought after, loved, and 
forgiven by God. 

Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us 
with its anointing, so that the Jubilee of Mercy may 
be a year of grace from the Lord, and your Church, 
with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news 
to the poor, proclaim liberty to captives and the 
oppressed, and restore sight to the blind. 

We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Mother 
of Mercy, you who live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. 

Amen.

Pope Francis has composed a special prayer 
for the Jubilee Year of Mercy which will run 
from 8 December 2015 to 20 November 2016.
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The Holy Door
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What is the Door of Mercy?
The Door of Mercy is a special Holy Door 
which Pope Francis has asked to be 
opened in every Diocese during this Holy 
Year of Mercy in order to allow the faithful 
in every part of the world to experience 
the Mercy of the Father in its fullness.

Where are the Doors of Mercy?
Each of the four major basilicas in Rome 
has a holy door, which are normally 
sealed shut from the inside so that they 
cannot be opened.  These doors are 
literally bricked shut until a Holy Year is 
being celebrated. The doors are only 
opened, then, during jubilee years so 
that pilgrims can enter through them in 
order to gain the plenary indulgence that 
is connected with the jubilee.

What is unusual about these doors in this 
Holy Year of Mercy?
As part of this Holy Year, holy doors will for 
the first time be designated in dioceses. 
Their location, Archbishop Fisichella has 
said, will be “either in the Cathedral or 
in a church of special significance or 

a shrine of particular importance for 
pilgrimages.” Archbishop Fisichella, who 
is President of the Pontifical Council for 
the Promotion of the New Evangelization 
which is looking after this year, said that 
the idea of the doors on a local level is 
intended to be “a sign of the pilgrimage 
that is done, and the sign of receiving the 
indulgence.”

The indulgence is the characteristic of 
the jubilee so the doors will allow “all 
those who cannot come to Rome and 
who are living the jubilee in their dioceses 
to be able to have, also on the level of 
the expressive sign in their pilgrimage, the 
receiving of the indulgence … in passing 
through the Holy Door.”

Why open a Door of Mercy?
This is a time for the Church to rediscover 
the meaning of the mission entrusted to 
her by the Lord on the day of Easter: to be 
a sign and an instrument of the Father’s 
mercy”. With these words the Holy Father 
explained the meaning of the special 
Jubilee

ossory timesDECEMBER 2015

The ritual opening of the Holy Door of Mercy in the Basilica of St 
Peter, on December 8, 2015, marks the official start of the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy. Pope Francis is asking that in every diocese, and 
a church or churches, designated by the diocesan bishop, there 
will also be a celebration of the rite of opening of the Holy Door in 
unity with the Universal Church so all can participate and obtain 
the indulgences promised in this Jubilee Year. Bishop Séamus has 
designated a door in St Mary’s Cathedral which was opened on 
Sunday 13th December during Mass at 5.30pm. We explain here, 
in brief, what is a Holy Door.  

Eadaoin Maher
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What are 
Indulgences?
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Indulgences have had a difficult history 
in the Catholic Church! Martin Luther was 
certainly not a fan of the manner in which 
they were traded. He accused those who 
promoted indulgences as preaching ‘only 
human doctrines who say that as soon as the 
money clinks into the money chest, the soul 
flies out of purgatory’. The Council of Trent 
(1545-1563) corrected many of the abuses 
associated with indulgences and Pope Pius 
V forbid the practice of making an offering 
to acquire them in 1567.  Today no payment, 
donation or gift can be accepted in asking 
for an indulgence.  

In fact, a further reform and a major 
simplification of them took place after 
Vatican II when Pope Paul VI gave us our 
current understanding of indulgences.

Pope Paul’s document contains many 
beautiful reflections on human life and 
our need for support and help in living. He 
centred his ideas on the notion that in life we 
depend on each other.  We are better off 
when we do this.  He noted that the good we 
do lifts everybody in the community up; while 
the presence of sin or evil in our lives pulls us 
all down.  It is clear to see that Christ, Our 
Lady, the martyrs and the saints all raise us 
up as a christian community. We depend on 
each other, including those who have gone 
before us in faith. It is part of our faith that the 
good Lord forgives our sins but even when we 
are forgiven we still need to move forward 
with our lives. Conversion, which takes place 
as we move away from sin, is a process - 
dare we suggest it a lifelong pilgrimage. As 
we move forward we try to make up for the 
harm our sin has caused. The heart of the 

Catholic doctrine of indulgences is that the 
Church can call on the goodness and grace 
present in the lives of Christ and the Saints to 
help us in this journey. This will only happen if 
we want it to. We have, therefore, to actively 
participate. The Church outlines how we may 
take part – we do this by prayer and good 
deeds.

This Holy Year with the theme of Mercy 
begins on 8 December 2015 and it will 
include opportunities to gain indulgences for 
ourselves or for others.  We can benefit from 
the merits of Christ and the Saints by receiving 
the sacraments, by praying and by carrying 
out acts of mercy. In his letter announcing the 
Holy Year indulgence, Pope Francis writes  

‘It is important that [gaining an indulgence] be 
linked …to the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
and to the celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
with a reflection on mercy. It will be necessary 
to accompany these celebrations with the 
profession of faith and with prayer for me 
and for the intentions that I bear in my heart 
for the good of the Church and of the entire 
world……The experience of mercy, indeed, 
becomes visible in the witness of concrete 
signs as Jesus himself taught us. Each time 
that one of the faithful personally performs 
one or more of these actions, he or she shall 
surely obtain the Jubilee Indulgence. Hence 
the commitment to live by mercy so as to 
obtain the grace of complete and exhaustive 
forgiveness by the power of the love of the 
Father who excludes no one.’ (www.im.va/
content/gdm/en/giubileo/lettera.html)

We pray that we may live by Mercy, helped 
by others, during this Holy Year and always.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes an indulgence as a 
remission of the punishment due to sins whose guilt has already been 
forgiven.  It is a nice concept and obviously intimately connected with a 
year of mercy. However indulgences have had a chequered history over 
the years.  With this in mind we offer here an insight into how they might be 
best understood by us today. 
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Explaining the 
Holy Year logo
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The motto Merciful Like the Father (taken 
from the Gospel of Luke, 6:36) serves as 
an invitation for us to follow in the merciful 
example of the Father who asks us not to 
judge or condemn but to forgive and 
to give love and forgiveness without 
measure (cfr. Lk 6:37-38).

The image is the work of the Slovenian 
Jesuit Marko I. Rupnik. Fr Rupnik’s has 
been commissioned to produce some 
wonderful, dramatic and educational, 
church art in recent years.  His work to 
date includes the mosaics depicting the 
mysteries of light in Lourdes, the mosaics 
surrounding the tomb of Padre Pio in San 
Giovanni Rotondo, those in the chapel of 
the Saints of Ireland in the Irish College, 
Rome and mosaics in the Redemptoris 
Mater Chapel in the Apostolic Palace in 
the Vatican.  

The logo presents a summary of our faith 
around the theme of mercy. It represents 
an image quite important to the early 
Church: that of the Son having taken 
upon his shoulders the lost soul.  This 
demonstrates that it is the love of Christ 
that brings to completion the mystery 
of his incarnation culminating in our 
redemption. The logo has been designed 

so as to express the profound way in 
which the Good Shepherd touches the 
flesh of humanity and does so with a 
deep love and with the power to change 
our lives. A particular feature of this 
image is that while the Good Shepherd, 
in his great mercy, takes humanity upon 
himself, his eyes are merged with those of 
man. Christ sees with the eyes of Adam, 
and Adam with the eyes of Christ. Every 
person discovers in Christ, the new Adam, 
our own humanity and the future that lies 
ahead, contemplating, in his gaze, the 
love of the Father.

The scene is captured within the so 
called mandorla (the shape of an 
almond), an important  figure in early 
and medieval religious art which reminds 
us of the two natures of Christ, divine and 
human. The three concentric ovals, with 
colours progressively lighter as we move 
outward, suggest the movement of Christ 
who carries humanity out of the night of 
sin and death into the light. Conversely, 
the depth of the darker color suggests 
the mystery of the love of the Father 
who forgives all. The colour of Adam is a 
mixture of green (representing creation) 
and gold (representing redemption) 
signifying our pathway to salvation.

Throughout the Year of Mercy you will see plenty of 
images of the year’s logo and motto. Together they 
are intended to provide a fitting summary of what the 
Jubilee Year is all about. We explain here briefly what 
they are intended to represent.  
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The Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel
St Mary’s Cathedral, 
Kilkenny, 7-8pm
Guided Prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament with 
Benediction

Contact:  Fr Willie Purcell, 
Ossory Vocations Office 
056 7770261/0876286858 
ossoryvocdir@gmail.com
All Welcome

First Friday 
of every 
Month

Holy 
Hour for 
Vocations
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CROSSWORD

Congrats to the 
winners from the 
Ossory Times Issue 9 
competitions:

Adult Crossword: 
Ms Marianne Kelly, 
16 Circular Road, 
Kilkenny.

Children’s Colouring, 
age 5-8: 
Ms Emma Moran, 
Newpark, Kilkenny.

Send your entries, with your 
name, address, email and 
mobile number, to: 
“Ossory Times Competition”, 
Ossory Adult Faith 
Development, 
St Kieran’s College, 
College Road, 
Kilkenny, 
by 15th February 2016, first 
correct entry from the hat wins!

Prize for Adult 
Crossword 
Competition

€50 Voucher
for Chapter House 

Bookshop

Prize for age 8-13 
Wordsearch 
Competition

€30 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Prize for age 5-8 
Colouring 
Competition 

€20 Voucher
for Toy Shop
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For ages 5-8 

Colouring
Competition

Answers to Ossory Times Issue 9

For ages 8-13

Wordsearch
Competition



For bookings please contact the Faith Development Office 
056-7753624 or email afd@ossory.ie

A time of stillness and reflection

Parish 
Evenings
in St Kieran’s College

... a chance for 
members of your parish 
to take time to come 
to pray together.



St Mary’s Cathedral 
restoration fund 

Diocesan Draw
Tickets for the Diocesan Draw are available from parochial houses 
throughout the Diocese of Ossory, from priests and volunteer promoters 
in parishes and from the Chapter House Bookshop at St Mary’s 
Cathedral. Tickets cost €10 per month and there is an annual prize 
fund of €60,000. 
The first draw took place at St Mary’s Cathedral Chapter House at 
8.00pm on Wednesday, 25th March 2015 and will be thereafter on the 
last Wednesday of each month. All are welcome to attend.


