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ossory times

Welcome to the latest edition of the Ossory Times. 

As the new school year has begun so too has the 
life in our parishes, once again, taken off: Parish 
Councils, Finance Committees, Liturgy Groups 
and our various ministries are all again to the fore. 
It is wonderful to see so many people giving of 
their gifts and talents to share the Good News 
within our communities - thanks to their generosity 
our parishes are hopeful and hope-filled places.  

Thomastown has just celebrated the 150th 
Anniversary of its parish church. Over several 
weeks they marked this occasion with a series 
of talks, a concert and a wonderful celebration 
to help them look back with gratitude, rejoice in 
the present, and to look forward to the future with 
hope. This Ossory Times then, in a special way, 
documents these celebrations as we too join with 
the people of Thomastown in giving thanks for 
the rich heritage of our faith not only there but 
throughout our Diocese. 

Recent months have also seen many other 
wonderful and varied activities. In May we 
launched our Diocesan preparation for the World 
Meeting of Families 2018 and hundreds of families 
gathered for a day of activities in St Kieran's 
College to mark the beginning of this journey; 
A newly elected Diocesan Forum and Deanery 
Pastoral Councils are being established 
and will begin their work shortly. 
Pilgrimages to Fatima and Taize, 
Reunions, Novenas, and support 
for Parish Council's all of which is 
documented in these pages show 
that the faith in Ossory is alive today. 

As we await a new Bishop, then, our 
Diocese and parishes continue to 
thrive in the simple tasks of sharing our 
faith, supporting one another, and 
bringing the Good News to life. We 
pray that the Spirit which sustains us, 
and that is reflected in these pages, 
will continue to guide us.

As always we hope you enjoy this 
publication. Comments, suggestions 
and contributions are most welcome for 
future editions. Articles or advertisements 
for upcoming events or of recent events, 
can be sent to:

Editorial inthisissue

Ossory Adult Faith Development
St Kieran's College, College Road, Kilkenny
Tel 056 7753624
Email afd@ossory.ie
Web www.ossory.ie

Thomastown 150 Celebrations p2

WMOF2018 Launch p26
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150
Dan Bollard

We in Thomastown Parish have looked back with 
gratitude, rejoice in the present and look forward to 

the future with hope and trust in the Lord.

Recently the people of 
Thomastown celebrated 
the 150th anniversary 
of the Dedication of the 
Parish Church of the 
Assumption.

THOMASTOWN
There are many records which recall the 
building and Dedication of the church. 
The foundation stone for the Church of the 
Assumption was laid on 25 March 1859, 
when Rev. Nicolas Kealy was parish priest. 
Construction took place over an eight year 
period, with the church Dedicated on 6 
October 1867. The entire works cost £5,300. 
Since then it has been the focal point of 
Catholic worship in our parish.

Little is known of the church it replaced other 
than it was built about 1770, in what is now St 
Mary's Old Cemetery, with the present belfry 
being added in the 1820s.

The ceremonies and celebrations connected 
with the new church were well reported in the 
press of the day. The dedication was carried 
out by Most Rev. Dr Walsh, Bishop of Ossory, 
assisted by the priests of the parish, Rev. 
Kealy PP and his curates Rev. P. Neary and 
Rev. M. Keoghan, along with priests from the 
surrounding parishes.
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Celebrations did not end with the 
conclusion of High Mass. "At seven in the 
evening, the new church, schoolhouse 
and the whole town were tastefully 
illuminated. Crowds thronged to the 
church, the old especially, to offer thanks 
for having lived to see it dedicated to the 
worship of God... The order that prevailed 
in the crowded streets commanded the 
admiration of all. Precisely at nine the 
lights were extinguished and the people all 
disappeared quietly to their homes, their 
hearts filled with gratitude to God". The 
church was described as "one of the most 
perfect speciments of a parochial church 
of its order to be found in the Kingdom". The 
correspondents were principally struck by 
the "magnificent altar reredos and stained 
glass window". The architect was James 
Joseph McCarthy - a self-styled "pupil" of 
Pugin - who had seen St Patrick's Cathedral 
in Armagh to completion. Messrs Earley 
and Purcell of Dublin designed the altar, 
reredos and stained glass windows, while 
John Ryan & Son of Waterford and Limerick 
were the building contractors.

Our 150th Committee thought it important 
to mark the anniversary of the Dedication 
of the church. A range of photographs of 
events in the church was gathered together 
- First Communions and Confirmations, 
weddings, Corpus Christi processions, 
choirs, priests from the parish and those 
who served in the parish. A beautiful 
calendar for 2018 was put together, a fitting 
momento of the church and of parish life in 
Thomastown. A series of talks was arranged 
to depict the church building and also the 
sense of Church. Fr Fergus Farrell spoke 
of churches in post-penal times in Ossory 
and went on to speak of the parish church 
in Thomastown. David Bracken, who is 
archivist in the Diocese of Limerick, came 
to speak of Mgr Martin Drea, a noted 
cartoonist, who died in Thomastown in 
1965, and with feeling depicted the man 
and his times. 400 years after Martin Luther's 
Reformation, Joe Doyle spoke of the 
members of the other Churches who lived 
in this area. Frank Lawrence is our church 
organist and he spoke of the church 

organ, which is almost as old as the church 
itself. Having looked back, Fr Dermot Ryan 
sought to bring us forward, giving a sense 
of what it means to be one of the People 
of God in these times. While we often think 
of the Church as a building, we were led 
to think the Church as a People of God. 
Fr Peter McVerry, SJ, came to speak with 
us and of one of the big issues of our time 
in Ireland, namely homelessness, about his 
calling and mission.

Our main focus of celebration of the 
150th anniversary was 1-8 October 2017. 
We were reminded that the People of 
God must look forward on the 1st with the 
enrolment of the children for the 'Do This 
In Memory' programme of preparation 
for First Communion. The students of the 
National School and Grennan College 
celebrated their Masses for the beginning 
of the school year these days also. On 7th 
October we held a concert in the church, 
with the local choirs and soloists of the 
parish. Their brief was quite broad - to sing 
something that would have been sung in 
the last 150 years. The School Choir sang 
Abba, the Community Choir, reinforced 
with the men of the Men's Shed, sang a 
medley of songs from the Great Wars. The 
only deviation from the brief was a song 
written by a migrant from Wexford who 
wrote a song about the Nore! A great night 
was had by all. On Sunday 8th October 
we had a Mass of Re-Dedication, led by 
our Diocesan Administrator, Mgr Michael 
Ryan. Fr Tom Norris, native of the parish, 
came home from Rome to inspire us as 
he broke the Word for us, and Mgr Jim 
Cassin, another native, read a prayer of 
Re-Dedication.

Our 150th celebrations, please God, set us 
on a trajectory for the future. One of the 
keys was the excellent 150th Committee, a 
dedicated team who inspired the pairsh in 
the way they worked so well together. 

We in Thomastown Parish have looked 
back with gratitude, rejoice in the present 
and look forward to the future with hope 
and trust in the Lord.

continued
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Thomastown parish commemorated the 150th anniversary 
of the opening of the Church of the Assumption

Church of the Assumption150
Homelessness
Peter McVerry SJ

The problem of homelessness is, in my view, out of control. The Government 
produced its “Housing and Homelessness Strategy” in July 2016 and since 
then, the number of homeless people, families and children has increased 
every single month. 

I believe that there are two major flaws in the Government strategy on 
homelessness. The first is the reliance on the private rented sector to provide 
an exit out of homelessness. It was the decision about twenty years ago 
to reduce the building of social housing which forced low-income people 
into private rented accommodation which has caused this crisis. In 1985, 
we built 6,900 social houses; in 2015, we built 75. So when people lose their 
home, there is very little social housing available, the private rented sector 
cannot cope with the demand, and they end up homeless. 

The second major flaw is that there is almost nothing in the strategy to 
prevent people becoming homeless. Most people becoming homeless 
today are being evicted from the private rented sector, either because 
they cannot afford to pay the increasing rents being demanded, or the 
landlord says they are selling the property, or the banks have re-possessed 
their home. It should be illegal to evict people on to the streets with 
nowhere to go, and rent increases should be restricted to the Consumer 
Price Index, which is currently about zero. 

Housing is a fundamental human right. Without a home, other basic 
rights are mostly inaccessible; people’s health will deteriorate, they will 
not have adequate nutrition, they will not be able to access education 
or employment. To be homeless in a country which is the 14th wealthiest 
country in the world, with the highest economic growth in the EU, and 
183,000 permanently empty, boarded up, houses and apartments, is a 
disgrace. To be homeless today is to feel unwanted and to have your 
dignity undermined. 
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If I believe in God, I therefore believe that 
each human being is a child of God, 
and has the dignity of being a child of 
God. Dignity is the link between our faith 
and our commitment to building a just 
society. If I believe in God, therefore, I 
have to try to make the dignity of each 
human being in our world a reality, in so 
far as I can; otherwise my faith in God is 
an illusion. 

Jesus had a dream. His dream was God’s 
dream. He dreamt that all human beings 
would live together as a family, the family 
of God. In a family of four children, the 
parents do not give three of the children 
a steak for their dinner, and give the 
fourth child bread and jam; no everyone 
shares what little they may have. Yet in 
the family of God, one billion people on 
our planet go to bed hungry every night. 
Each of those one billion people is God’s 
beloved child. No parent wants to see 
their child go hungry every night. And 
God does not want to see God’s children 
go hungry. 

Again, in a family of four children, the 
parents do not give three of the children 
a warm bed to sleep in and tell the fourth 
child to sleep outside in the garden. No, 
the children share whatever rooms they 
have in the house. Yet in the family of 
God, in almost every city of our world, 
there are people sleeping on the street. 
No parent wants to see their child 
sleeping on the street. And God does not 
want to see God’s children sleeping on 
the street.

What makes us Christians is that we share 
Jesus’ dream, the dream of building a 
world where all the children of God can 
live a fulfilled life, a world of justice and 
fairness, a world where people care for 
each other and share with each other. 
 
Young people today have a great sense 
of fairness and justice. Ask most of them 
to do something for someone in need 
and they will rush to do it. They sometimes 
ask me how do you know there is a God? 
Imagine someone lying beside a river and 
a child is playing on the river bank. The 
child falls into the river, the person jumps 
in, pulls the child out and saves the child’s 
life. What will the parents of that child do? 
They will, of course, go to the hospital or 
wherever and reassure themselves that 
their child is alright. But what is the next 
thing they will do? They will want to find 
that person, to thank them for saving their 
child’s life. 

So I say to young people, you want to 
know if there is a God? Look around you, 
look at the pain, the suffering and distress 
of so many people. Reach out and try 
and take some of that pain from their 
shoulders. And what will God do? God 
will want to find you, to thank you for 
what you have done for God’s children. 
And when God finds you, then you will 
meet God and then you will know that 
God exists.

In a country that believes in God, no-one 
should be homeless.

continued

Photographs: Jacek Klejna
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150
Thomastown Protestants – 
‘No Petty People’?
Joe Doyle

The Protestant Church of Ireland community 
in Thomastown has always been very much 
the minority denomination in our parish. It is 
difficult, historically, to gauge its numerical 
strength. William Tighe, writing in 1802, 
suggested that in 1731 they numbered forty-
four in eleven family units, increasing to 111 
persons in twenty-three units by 1800. By 
the late 1840s, William Shee – later an MP 
for Kilkenny – stated that about sixty people 
were in the habit of attending Church on 
Sundays. While the figure remained relatively 
stable for much of the nineteenth century, 
when the decline started it was rapid. In 1912 
there were just ten children on rolls at the 
parochial school, whereas there had been 
as many as forty-eight attending Sunday 
School in 1869. Hopes of keeping the school 
open were abandoned in 1924. The decline 
was inexorable. In the1940s my father noted 
that the number attending Sunday Service 
‘scarcely exceeds a dozen’. Despite the 
commitment of many to their Church – and 
this is very obvious from Vestry records - by the 
early 1980s St Mary’s was closed.

In assessing the contribution of Thomastown 
Protestants to the broader community one 
is drawn to the general assertion of W.B. 
Yeats as a benchmark, when he claimed of 
the Protestant minority ‘We … are no petty 
people’. To what extent did Thomastown 
Protestants match up to these claims? A 
cursory search would suggest that they would 
not have been found wanting and that a 
number achieved recognition at local and 
national level, and, for a few, their renown 
was appreciated beyond these shores.
Pre-eminent among them must by George 
Berkeley (1685-1753) Bishop of Cloyne and a 
philosopher of international repute. His family 
were associated with Dysart Castle on the 
banks of the Nore. Besides his challenging 
new philosophy, Berkeley was the author of 
a number of thought-provoking publications, 
entertained ambitious plans for the spiritual 

nourishment of the inhabitants of the New 
World, and, before his appointment to 
Cloyne, was concerned with welfare of 
London’s abandoned children.

While it is difficult to surpass a philosopher 
of international standing, the Thomastown 
Protestant community also produced a 
number of artists of renown. Christopher 
Hewetson (1737-1798), a member of a very 
prominent family from the mid-seventeenth 
to the late eighteenth century was a noted 
Rome-based sculptor. Undoubtedly, his most 
famous commission was a bust of Pope 
Clement XIV (1769-1774) which is now in the 
possession of the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
London. More recent, is the work of Mildred 
Anne Butler (1858-1941), the watercolourist 
from Kilmurry House. At a time when women 
of her class were looked upon as ‘amateurs’ 
by the artistic establishment, due to her talent 
she was regarded as an exception and her 
paintings were very much in demand. She is 
buried in St Mary’s.

Thomastown Protestants can also lay claim to 
a political and legal luminary whose career 
straddled a critical period of Irish history. 
Charles Kendal Bushe of Kilmurry vehemently 
opposed the Act of Union, but, post-1801, 
adapted to the new reality, eventually being 
appointed Lord Chief Justice of the King’s 
Bench.

In more recent times others associated with 
Kilmurry have played their part in working 
towards the betterment of the entire 
community. Doreen Archer Houblon, her sister 
Kathleen Brocklebank, and their parents, 
Col. Walter and Kathleen Lindsay have 
all lent a hand in promoting the common 
social good of the area. Mrs Solly-Flood of 
Coolmore is another whose efforts should be 
acknowledged.
While social and cultural activities are 
important in all communities, they do, though, 
come second to employment. A number 
of the larger Thomastown employers were 
Protestant, the more prominent among them 
being the Pilsworth milling family, the Carricks 
of Mount Juliet, and later the McCalmonts. 
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All are remembered as 
good employers who 
were prepared to invest 
in their community and 
whose commitment ran 
deeper than merely 
paying a wage.

There are others who 
merit mention. Letitia 
Bushe of Dangan, 
probably the first 
professional Irish woman 
artist, and Richard Power 
(brother of John Power 
of Kilfane) - amateur 
actor and driving force 
behind the Private 
Theatre Company of 
Kilkenny which donated 
all proceeds to local 
charities, are but two I 
have overlooked.

Despite the fact that 
Protestants never 
formed more than a 
small minority in the 
broader Thomastown 
community, it is clear 
that their impact on 
the district’s economic, 
social, intellectual, 
artistic and political life, 
whether as employers 
and entrepreneurs, 
involvement in 
local politics or as 
local government 
functionaries, patrons 
and practitioners of the 
arts, and participants 
in the promotion of 
the interests of the 
entire community, was 
disproportionate to 
its size. Thomastown 
Protestants – No Petty 
People? I think you can 
drop the question mark!

continued
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150
A Church Alive 
is the Life of the 
Church
Dermot Ryan

Luke’s Gospel seems to 
deliberately delay “the call 
of the first disciples” until after 

we are introduced to 
the mission of Jesus 
thereby, arguably, 
setting the scene for a 
man in need of help. 
We have by then, in this 
gospel, already seen 
him baptised, we have 
seen him tempted in 
the desert, we have 
seen him take the scroll 
in the temple open 
it and read from the 
prophet Isaiah (the Spirit 

of the Lord has been given to 
me... (Is 61:1ff)), we have seen 
him perform the first miracles 
and signs. Then it concludes by 
saying, “But he said to them, ‘I 
must proclaim the good news 
of the kingdom of God to the 
other cities also; for I was sent 
for this purpose.’ (Lk 4:43)

There is no doubting, then, if 
Jesus wanted to spread this 
message to the synagogues 
of Judea, he needed help. 
He would need a group of 
people on whom he could rely. 
John Fullenbach, the german 
theologian, notes that an often 
under-appreciated concept 
in Christian Theology is that of 
Jesus’ gathering…, more than 
anything else as an activity, he 
gathered. At every available 
opportunity Jesus included 
people: the rich (Lk 19:1-10) & 
poor (Lk 6:20); the educated 
(Lk 14:1-6) & uneducated (Matt 
11:25-26); the rural in Galilee 
(Mk 1:14) & urban in Jerusalem 
(Mt 23:37); the healthy and sick 
(Mk 4:23); the righteous (Mk 
2:17) and sinners (Lk 19:10). So 
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who would he choose to help him bring 
people together and animate those first 
communities?

It would seem most appropriate for him 
to chose people or professions who could 
assist him in his work. Maybe a teacher - 
who could spend their time unpacking the 
learnings from what Jesus was saying as he 
went went from town to town - breaking 
it down for people to understand. Maybe 
a journalist - who could write glowing 
accounts of what was happening and 
strategically place it in the correct places in 
the correct media. In fact, we could suggest 
many professions that would be strategic 
for the task he had in hand. However, Luke 
tell its that his first selection was of fishermen. 
Why? It seems strange, dare we say illogical 
that he would chose fishermen. But maybe, 
since he was God, he was wise and 
fishermen possessed certain characteristics 
that would help: after all they are smart, 
and they had to be given the nature and 
dangers of the job they undertook; they 
are used to hardship, they work in a tough 
environment and as we know what Jesus 
was asking them to do was certainly full 
of hardship; they were used to hard work, 
and his request of them was not to be easy; 
they are not afraid of failure, fishermen 
often return empty handed and must be 
prepared to try again; and they are the 
kind of people who do things rather than 
talk about doing them… So maybe, then, 
there was wisdom in choosing fishermen. 
But what were these fishermen like? What 
can we learn about them from the pages 
of scripture? They were, after all, to be a 
model for future disciples (us!). The truth be 
told there were a colourful bunch. 

They recognised Jesus as the messiah 
(Simon Peter in Mk 8:29); they certainly 
believed in him (Andrew in Jn 1:35-42), they 
saw him as Son of God and King of Israel, 
(Bartholomew in Jn 21:1-13); they followed 
him as disciples (Simon the Zealot & James 
son of Alphaeus in Matt 10:3, Mk 3:18, Lk 6:15; 
Mathew in Matt 9:9; Andrew in Matt 4:18-
20); they told others about Jesus (Andrew in 
Jn 1:41-42; Philip in Jn 1:45-46; Acts 2:14-41); 
they introduced people to Jesus and him 
to them (Andrew and Philip in Jn 12:20-22, 
Matthew in Mk 2:15-17; Lk 5:27-32 and Matt 
9:9-13); they are close to Jesus (Matt 4:18-

20; Jn 21:20-24); they cared for his mother 
(Jn 19:26-27); they were prepared to die 
for him (Jas 12:1-2). But arguably they also 
had other, less favourable, characteristics. 
They were rash and angry (James and John 
wanted to call down fire on the samaritan 
village Lk 9:52-56); they doubted Jesus 
(Philip doubted the 5000 could be fed in Jn 
6:2-7, as did Andrew in Jn 6:8-9; They denied 
him (Bartholomew in Jn 1:45-51; Peter in Lk 
22:31-34; and Thomas famously refused to 
believe Jn 20:24-29); they tried to stop him in 
his mission or work (Peter in Mk 8:31-33); they 
were ambitious for themselves (James and 
John in Mk 10:35-40); they had hot tempers 
(James and John in Mk 3:17); and all of this 
is without exploring the characteristics of 
Judas… We see then, when we look at these 
men carefully, that what Jesus wanted as 
followers were just ordinary people. 

Jesus calls the ordinary to help him. A 
realisation that is both reassuring and 
frightening… It is reassuring in that there 
is place for you and me among those 
called, and it is frightening in that there is 
place for you and me among those called! 
Walter Kasper, the German cardinal and 
theologian, recognises that the Church into 
which we are called today today is in krisis. 
He argues that it is in krisis if we understand 
that term according to the original Greek 
meaning, not as being in “collapse or 
catastrophe but rather in a situation of 
upheaval in which decisions must be 
taken”. 

As we gather to celebrate 150 years of 
the church in Thomastown, or simply as we 
reflect on where we are in Ossory today, 
I believe there is but one decision that 
needs to be taken, by us all, and that is to 
get involved. Luke Gospel showed us that 
Jesus was in need of help in his work - so 
why would it be any different today? Our 
Church is most fully alive when we all work 
together to put flesh on our faith. We then, 
as all the baptised faithful, are not called to 
be passengers ministered to by the few. We 
are called, as the first disciples were, to take 
part, to help out, and to preach the good 
news to others in all of our varied ministries in 
our local parish and diocesan communities 
and we are good enough to do it.

continued



page 10

ossory times NOVEMBER 2017

150
Fr Drea’s drawings: the 
graphic diary of an 
Irish priest in Edwardian 
England
David Bracken

For much of the twentieth century it 
was not uncommon for newly ordained 
Irish priests to serve an apprenticeship 
in Great Britain, the U.S.A. and beyond, 
before being recalled to Ireland when 
an appointment became available in 
their home diocese. In Limerick Diocesan 
Archives there is an extraordinary visual 
record of one priest’s ministry in Durham, 
England between 1912 and 1914: a 
graphic diary documenting the life of Fr 
Martin Drea (1888-1965), a priest of the 
diocese of Ossory. Ostensibly a collection 
of humorous sketches, it contains a wealth 
of material recording various aspects of 
student life in Maynooth at the turn of the 
century. In addition, it provides a valuable 
insight into the life of an Irish priest working 
in England and a colourful commentary 
both on contemporary events and on 
parishioners, priests and members of the 
wider Durham community.

Martin Drea was ordained to the priesthood 
in St Patrick’s College, Maynooth in June 
1911. Immediately after ordination he was 
appointed to the diocese of Hexham and 
Newcastle, serving in St Michael’s parish, 
Eshlaude, County Durham and from 
1912 ministering in the outlying, All Saints 
church, Lanchester. The diary (114pp, 
22cm x 18.5cm) is a unique account of 
his early years in All Saints but of equal 
interest are reminiscences of student 
days in Maynooth recalled from the 
distance of the English mission. He paints 
an evocative picture of the seminary with 
character studies of students and staff, 
observations on discipline and the rule, 
depicting staples of student life, including 
sports and theatrical productions, 
punctuated regularly by exams. 

In the Lanchester drawings a similarly vivid 
portrait emerges of his parishioners, many 
of whom were Irish emigrants working 
in the Durham pits, including several 
character studies of pitmen returning 
from work and turned out in their Sunday 
best. The sketches also capture glimpses 
of the domestic life of his community, 
with additional references to education, 
sport, the emerging scouting movement 
and the novelty of the cinematograph. 
Beneath the playful whimsy of many of 
the sketches, which betray a keen eye 
for detail, is a perceptive commentary 
on the life of a young Irish migrant 
priest in England. Side by side with 
descriptions of clerical leisurely pursuits 
such as cards and shooting, he hints at 
the challenges of ministry, not least the 
difficulty of visiting his parish on foot. This 
was alleviated in part by his acquisition 
of a Douglas 2.75 hp motorbike in late 
1913 which enabled him to carry out 
his round of sick calls and other duties 
with greater ease. A few of the images 
suggest a sense of loneliness and isolation 
on the part of the young priest and the 
sometimes strained relationship with his 
English priestly colleagues, some of whom 
are the subject of character studies and 
caricatures, including the staff at Ushaw 
College. The Lanchester material also 
contains more general references to 
travel and aviation, Edwardian interiors 
and women’s fashion and clothing. 
Political events and movements in the 
wider world are also featured including 
Home Rule and the suffragist movement 
in a sketch entitled, ‘The voteless: recalls 
the days of the Fenians’. 

The volume is dedicated to Dr Daniel 
Mannix (1864-1963), archbishop of 
Melbourne and formerly president of 
St Patrick’s College, Maynooth. The 
dedication reads, 'Never having had any 
training in the art of drawing, the curate 
in charge on the English mission who 
perpetrated these sketches makes no 
apology for their artistic defects. His sole 
object in filling this little book was to give 
a little memento to the late president 
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of Maynooth.’ A letter 
of thanks from Mannix 
acknowledging receipt 
of the volume in July 1914 
mentions a levy duty on 
works of art coming into 
Australia. ‘The authorities 
opened the album … 
and it took them two 
weeks to decide whether 
the album was liable to 
duty, and how much.’ 
He thanks Drea for ‘a gift 
that cost you so much, 
and so much appeals 
to me’. A treasured 
memento from a former 
student, it was removed 
from the archbishop’s 
papers after his death 
in 1963. While on 
holidays in Ireland 
during the summer of 
1965, a Kilkenny priest 
based in the diocese of 
Melbourne, a Fr Duggan, 
gave the book on loan 
to Fr W. O’Keefe, P.P., 
Castlecomer. Fr O’Keefe 
in turn sent it to Dr 
Jeremiah Newman, then 
on the staff of Maynooth 
College and later bishop 
of Limerick where the 
drawings ended their 
peripatetic journey in 
the Limerick Diocesan 
Archives.

Fr Drea for his part 
returned to Ireland in 
1920 and was appointed 
curate in Thomastown, 
County Kilkenny, later 
serving in various 
positions in the diocese of 
Ossory before returning 
to Thomastown as parish 
priest in 1943 where he 
died on 23 April 1965.

Originally published in ARC 

Magazine, no. 333, May 2017

continued
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1. This is a glorious occasion indeed. 
It is an occasion of thanksgiving and 
gratitude, an occasion that involves 
us all as we remember the generation 
that built this splendid house of God, the 
generation that had the faith and the 
courage to build this Church. From them 
we receive a living history that gently 
pushes us forwards, like the current of the 
silvery Nore.

2. Dear friends, today we remember 
that past with gratitude for the faith and 
courage of the People of God of this 
area. We remember the people who 
lived here, the people who had the faith 
and the courage to build this Church. In 
1867, Ireland had just come through the 
terrible, the horrible years of the famine. 
‘Black 47’, as it came to be known, 
was only twenty years gone by. Famine 
and the resulting mass emigration of its 
young men and women had broken the 
nation. And still the people of the parish 
of Thomastown had the courage to build 
this church, and not just any church, 
but a church of great design and great 
beauty. God reward you for your faith 
and courage! Today we remember you 

with gratitude, we your descendants in 
faith and hope.
	  
3. Here our predecessors brought their 
children for baptism. Here they brought 
these children for first Holy Communion 
and First Confession. Here they came to 
be confirmed and to marry. And here they 
came with their dead and prayed, with 
neighbours and relatives, for the eternal 
happiness of loved ones. You could say 
that the celebration of the sacraments 
has written the history of hearts from 
the area. Oh! If only these stones could 
speak. They can’t but we can, and so we 
say, ‘We remember, yes, we remember 
this living history of faith with gratitude to 
God in this house of God.’

4. And how can we forget the priests who 
served here over that century and a half! 
And the Sisters of Mercy and of St John 
of God!

5. The past, then, we remember with 
gratitude. And what about the present? 
We celebrate the present with joy. Yes, 
we celebrate: Fr Dan has had his eye on 
this occasion for quite some time. The 
recent programme of talks, focusing on 
the Church and this area, have not only 
prepared for today: they have enabled 
us in varying degrees to enter into this 
celebration with joy. Today ‘we cannot 
look like someone who has just returned 
from a funeral.’ (Pope Francis) We have 
good news, the Good News! What’s that? 
You know it, dear friends. God is with us: 

150Church of the Assumption

Homily for the 150 Anniversary of the Consecration of the 
Church of the Assumption in Thomastown (1867 – 2017)
‘And Jesus said, ‘I am with you always, yes, to the end of time.’ (Mt 28:20)

Thomas Norris. 8th October 2017 
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he sent his beloved Son who became 
man and the Son of the Blessed Virgin, 
Mary. He is beside us as he promises 
in today’s Gospel, ‘I’m with all days, 
even to the end of time.’ (Mt 28:20) He 
wants us to have life now, and to have it 
abundantly (Jn 10:10). Joy flows from this 
promise of our Lord. And so we celebrate 
the present with joy. Blessed Pope Paul 
VI underlined a dimension of this joy: it is 
the dimension of unity and community. 
Celebrating Mass in a parish in Rome, 
he asked, ‘Are the faithful united here in 
love, in the charity of Christ? If so, then 
certainly this is a living parish...If there’s 
this warmth of affection and sentiments, 
then this is a living parish.’ We in the parish 
of Thomastown celebrate the present 
with joy and as a community.

6. We remember the past with gratitude. 
We celebrate the present with joy. And, 
thirdly, we look to the future with hope 
and trust in Our Lord. He is the Lord of 
History. This Church of the Assumption 
is a place of memory but also of hope: 
it faithfully preserves the past while 
constantly pointing people towards the 
future, not only the future of time, but also 
the future of the life to come. Here we 
profess our belief in life everlasting and in 
the resurrection of the body.

7. We look to the future with hope. Now 
there are two kinds of hope, that written 
with a small h and that written with a 
large, capital H. It is with the capital 
H that we look to the future. Jesus has 
conquered all that threatens us and has 
opened up a unique future for each one 
of us. We do not believe in a dead hero 
but in a living Lord! He is not a ‘has been’, 
however great, he is a ‘will be.’ Has he 
not promised, ‘I am with you always, 
yes to the very end of time’, as today’s 
Gospel reminds us? The hope he gives is 
‘the one thing that is capable of giving 
meaning and transforming history’ (Pope 
Francis).

8. Society today is troubled. There are 
many problems. People seem threatened 
by what they produce, by the very work 
of their hands. There is confusion about 
the purpose of life. Why do we exist? 
What should we do? What happens after 

death? ‘Throw open the doors to Christ’, 
was the first advice of the great pope St 
John Paul II who came to Ireland in 1979.

9. Dear young men and women, ‘you 
are the window through which the Future 
enters the world.’ (Pope Francis) You 
have great dreams. Don’t let yourselves 
be robbed of those dreams. The Irish-
American poet, John Boyle-O’Reilly, puts 
it like this, ‘Some people see things and 
say, how? but I dream dreams and say, 
why not?’ Don’t lose those dreams. Jesus 
knows your dreams, he knows them very 
well. But he also knows your difficulties, 
your doubts and your struggles. Trust him. 
He will give you hope because he and 
you together are a majority and so are 
stronger than all the problems. Pope 
Francis says to you, ‘Don’t be spectators 
of life, but players, because you have 
hope.’ And ‘hope does not disappoint 
us, because God’s love has been poured 
into our heart through the Holy Spirit who 
has been given to us.’(Rom 5:5)

10. Dear friends, we may look to the future 
with Hope. The family and family life are 
our strengths. And next year, Ireland will 
host the World Gathering of Families. 
We will see families come to this country 
from around the globe. The Holy Father, 
Pope Francis, is going to come for the 
occasion. His very promise to come gives 
us fresh hope to face the future.

11. Dear sisters and brothers, we are in 
the Parish Church of Thomastown. The 
building is dedicated to the Assumption 
of Mary. The wood carving of Our Lady 
of Thomastown stands at the top of the 
building where it has been for 400 years. 
She helps us realize the full significance of 
our celebration. With her we remember 
the past with gratitude to the Lord, the 
giver of all good gifts. We celebrate the 
present with joy before the Lord. And we 
look to the future with Hope based on 
Jesus and on Mary, the Mother of God, 
now assumed into heaven: she is our 
most influential friend at the right hand of 
her divine Son in the Blessed Trinity. 

A Mhuire na grasta, a Mhathair Mhic De, 
go gcuire tu ar ar leas sinn!
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Michael Shortall

MORALITY MATTERS

Give me a crash 
course on … 
The Charlie Gard Case

We never seem to be far from 
a moral case that headlines 
across the world. 
Yes, so it seems. For example, 
many will remember the case 
of little Charlie Gard during the 
summer of 2017...
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I remember the scenes on TV. It was very 
tragic. Remind me, what illness did Charlie 
have? 
Charlie was eleven months old or so when 
his news broke. He was very ill of with a 
genetic condition, called MDDS, that was 
unfortunately incurable. Charlie was at one 
of the best children’s hospitals in the world, 
London’s Great Ormond Street Hospital, but 
seizures left him seriously brain damaged and 
requiring a ventilator for breathing. 

It is unbearably difficult for any parents watch 
their little one go through so much. 
His medical team judged that the intensive 
life support was only increasing his pain and 
suffering. Because he was in the “terminal 
stages” of the disease, they decided, in his 
best interests, that he should be moved to 
palliative care and be allowed to die. 

But his parents disagreed? 
Yes, Connie Yates and Chris Gard, appealed 
the decision in High Court in the hope 
of transferring Charlie to the US for an 
experimental treatment. The case gained 
international attention, including from Pope 
Francis. With all the media attention, many 
commentators and ethicists gave opinions, 
often with different conclusions.

What would Catholic moral teaching have to 
offer?
There are many aspects to the case. The 
most immediate part is what to do. As you 
know, the Catholic moral tradition always 
favours life. Life must be valued, protected 
and supported in all its stages. However, this 
vital principle does not mean that the very 
seriously ill should be kept alive at all costs. 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church says: 
“Discontinuing medical procedures that are 
burdensome, dangerous, extraordinary or 
disproportionate to the expected outcome 
can be legitimate; it is the refusal of "over-
zealous" treatment. (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, paragraph 2278) It distinguishes 
between ordinary treatment that should 
never be discontinued, such as treatment for 
pain; and extraordinary treatment that is only 
prolonging the inevitable. 

So, the Church would have agreed with the 
hospital?
Not completely. A key part of any moral case 
is who gets to make the decision. The same 
part of the Catechism goes on to say: “The 
decisions should be made by the patient if 
he or she is competent and able or, if not, by 
those legally entitled to act for the patient, 
whose reasonable will and legitimate interests 
must always be respected.”

But little Charlie would have been too young 
to be able to make that decision. 
Yes. So, the case in part was about who 
gets to make the decision about what is 
in the best interests of Charlie – his medical 
team or his parents. They disagreed in a very 
public and legal way because his parents 
wanted to transfer Charlie to the US for a very 
experimental treatment. 

What then would the Catholic moral tradition 
have to offer about that?
Like the value of life, the value of family is 
crucial in the Catholic tradition. Parents are 
viewed to be the first and foremost decision 
makers of what is in the best interests of 
their children. As the Catechism says this 
responsibility only “devolves” to society only in 
a “subsidiary way” (paragraph 2208).

So what happened? 
The case went all the way to the European 
Court of Human Rights, and at each stage 
the law sided with the hospital. On July 27th, 
the English High Court ordered that Charlie 
be transferred to a hospice and life support 
withdrawn. The following day, Charlie’s 
parents accepted that his condition had 
deteriorated to such that the experimental 
treatment had no reasonable possibility of 
success and Charlie passed away. 

Yes, I remember all the sad scenes on the 
steps of the courts on the TV. 
That image does point to other issues around 
this, or similar cases, such as the role of the 
media or the various commentators. We all 
need to be careful in addressing issues not 
to intrude on the privacy of others or to allow 
any spin to blur the difficulty of the situation or 
overly simplify a deeply complex moral issue.
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DIOCESE OF OSSORY CONFIRMATION DATES 2018

JANUARY
Saturday 20th	R osbercon
Sunday 21st	T ullaherin
Saturday 27th	 Dunamaggan
Sunday 28th	T homastown

FEBRUARY
Saturday 3rd	S t John's
Sunday 4th	 Freshford
Saturday 10th	S lieverue
Sunday 11th	G almoy
Saturday 24th	S t Patrick's
Sunday 25th	M ooncoin

MARCH
Thursday 1st	S chool of the Holy Spirit and St Patrick's School
Saturday 3rd	S t Canice's
Sunday 4th	S eir Kieran
Saturday 10th	 Castletown
Sunday 11th	 Danesfort

APRIL
Saturday 14th	 Ferrybank
Sunday 15th 	A ghaviller
Saturday 21st	S t Mary's
Sunday 22nd	 Windgap
Saturday 28th	 Castlecomer
Sunday 29th 	A ghaboe

MAY
Saturday 5th	 Camross
Sunday 19th	 Kilmacow
Sunday 20th	T empleorum

JUNE
Saturday 2nd	 Johnstown
Sunday 3rd	 Conahy
Saturday 9th	 Ballycallan
Sunday 10th	 Lisdowney
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Diocese of Ossory Safeguarding Children
NEWSLETTER

As a constitute member of the Catholic Church 
in Ireland, the Diocese of Ossory recognises, 
values and upholds the dignity and rights of all 
children, is committed to ensuring their safety 
and well-being and will work in partnership with 
parents/guardians to do this. We recognise that 
each child is a gift from God, and we value and 
encourage the participation of children in all 
activities that enhance their spiritual, physical, 
emotional, intellectual and social development.

All Church personnel (including clergy, religious, 
staff and volunteers) have a responsibility to 
safeguard children through promoting their 
welfare, health and development in a safe and 
caring environment that supports their best 
interests and prevents abuse. 

Parents/Guardians who consent to their children 
participating in Church activities must do so 
in the knowledge that their children are in a 
welcoming and safe environment. It is the duty 
and indeed the responsibility of each parish 
priest to ensure that the Diocesan Safeguarding 
Policy is being fully complied with in the parish in 
which he serves. The parish priest is supported 
by his Parish Safeguarding Representatives, the 
Diocesan Director for Safeguarding and by the 
Diocesan Safeguarding Committee, in ensuring 
its implementation.

The National Board for Safeguarding Children in 
the Catholic Church in Ireland (NSBCCCI) has 
recently launched a revised policy document 
“Safeguarding Children Policy and Standards for 
the Catholic Church in Ireland 2016” which sets 
out ‘best practice’ in all aspects of safeguarding 
children. The Diocese of Ossory fully complies 
with this Policy which is available at 
www.ossory.ie/safeguarding.

We welcome any suggestions/comments or 
observations you may have as we continue 
to do all that is necessary to ensure that the 
children who participate in Church activities 
in our diocese do so in a welcoming and 
safe environment. Please do not hesitate to 
contact Sr Ena Kennedy, Diocesan Director of 
Safeguarding at safeguarding@ossory.ie

Mary Mescal, Chairperson,
Ossory Diocesan Safeguarding Committee

Welcome to our first Safeguarding Newsletter. 
We have previously published many Safeguarding 
pamphlets/leaflets over the years, however this 
is the first edition of our Newsletter and we, the 
Ossory Diocesan Safeguarding Committee, are 
pleased to share with you some aspects of our 
service in our diocese.

Issue 1. 2017
Published by: Diocesan Safeguarding Committee

Why it is good to have 
young people involved 
in Church/local 
community activities?

FIND OUT INSIDE!

We need to see each 
child as a gift to be 
welcomed, cherished 
and protected.

What does the 
E-Vetting process 
involve?

FIND OUT INSIDE!

To report  Child 
protection concerns.....    

SEE BACK PAGE
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To enter our competition  and win one of four  €25 
Vouchers from St Mary’s  Cathedral Book Shop you must 
be able to answer YES to the following questions. 

Is the Safeguarding Policy displayed in the Church porch?   YES   NO

Are the names of the Safeguarding Parish Representatives displayed
in the Church porch?       YES   NO 

Is the name and contact details of the Safeguarding Designated 
Liaison Person on display in your Church porch?    YES   NO

From the information available in the Church porch am I aware 
who to contact if I have a safeguarding concern?    YES   NO

If you have answered YES to all four questions you can be confident that your parish 
is implementing the Church’s Safeguarding Children Policy and Standards and you 
are eligible to enter our competition.

If you have answered NO to any of the above questions, please contact your Parish 
Priest, the Parish Safeguarding Rep or Sr Ena Kennedy safeguarding@ossory.ie.

3 Good Reasons to have young people 
involved in the Church and Parish

Role models 

In a world that is becoming increasingly impersonal and driven 
by technology it is important to ensure that young people 
understand the value and importance of human interaction, 
friendship, compassion and humanity.  

By getting involved with Church and community activities, young 
people can come into contact with like-minded peers and 
positive adult role models other than their parents. Interacting 
and cooperating with other adults encourages young people 
to see the world in different ways. It puts their own family 
experiences and values into a wider context.

Identity and connection  

We all need to belong and feel connected outside of our 
immediate family. Being involved and committed to a group 
within the community enhances that feeling of belonging and 
connection.

Self-confidence, mental health and wellbeing

Community activities can boost young people’s self-confidence. 
They can learn to deal with challenges, communicate with 
different people and build up life skills and abilities in a supportive 
environment. Young people who are confident and feel good 
about themselves are resilient and this is good for emotional and 
physical well-being.

3 Good Reasons for Adults to Volunteer 
to support young people to be involved 
in Church and parish activities.
Working with young people can be challenging, however is 
rewarding and a privilege as it gives each of us the opportunity 
to contribute to the personal development and support  of each 
other.

It provides the opportunity to pass on our Catholic faith in a 
meaningful and practical way by sharing experiences, gifts and 
talents.

Volunteering is good for health and wellbeing: Studies have 
shown that volunteering helps people feel more socially 
connected, thus warding off loneliness and depression.

3 Good Reasons

Competition time!

Completed entries should be emailed to 
safeguarding@ossory.ie or posted to 
Diocesan Safeguarding Office, 
Waterford Rd, Kilkenny.

PARISH:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:
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Did You Know?

What Questions should I ask before signing my child up to a Church activity?

Here are some sample questions for parents/guardians to ask when they are considering sending their children to a 
Church group or indeed any other group.

• The Diocese of Ossory includes most of County Kilkenny 
and portions of Counties Laois and Offaly with a Catholic 
population of 85,000? 

• There are 42 Parishes in the Diocese of Ossory.   

• 1,050 people are volunteering throughout the diocese.  

• All Clergy and to date 944 volunteers have been Garda 
Vetted. 

• 88 people have answered the call to minister as Parish 
Safeguarding Reps and have been trained in accordance 
with National Safeguarding Guidelines. 

• Over 800 volunteers have attended Safeguarding 
Information Sessions  

• The Diocesan Director of Safeguarding along with 
the Diocesan Safeguarding Committee oversees the 
implementation of the Church’s Safeguarding Policy in all 
parishes throughout the Diocese.  

• A Designated Liaison person is available to hear 
safeguarding concerns and to ensure all concerns are 
passed on to  An Garda Síochána, TUSLA and The National 
Board for Safeguarding Children in the Catholic Church.  

• Any person, whose work or ministry involves  contact with 
children or vulnerable adults must be vetted.

• Are there leaflets which give basic information about the 
group, its aims, leaders, nature of the activities, cost, meeting 
day(s) and times of meeting (start and finish) including 
holidays? 

• Is it established practice that appropriate consent is sought 
to participate in the group and specific parental/guardian 
consent is sought for trips away?   

• Does the group have clear guidelines for recruitment and 
vetting of staff and volunteers? 

• Are there adequate numbers of leaders / adult helpers 
(volunteer/paid staff) and is there a clear policy on the 
number of leaders required to operate safely? 

• Are parents/carers encouraged and welcomed to visit the 
group, to meet those in charge and to view activities? If not, 
you as a parent, should consider whether this gives cause for 
concern. 

• Does the group have a policy to ensure the protection of 
children and young people and is the policy made available 
to parents/guardians?

• Does the group have a Health and Safety Policy? 

• Is it insured?  

• Does the group have a Code of Behaviour for members? 

• Does the group provide you with a contact name address 
and phone number? 

• Have you spoken to Parents / Guardians of other members? 

• Does the group have established procedures to handle 
complaints?  

• Is this complaints procedure made clear to group members? 
Parents / Guardians should encourage their children to tell 
them if there are any occurrences about which they are 
unhappy or uncomfortable.

Issue 1. 2017
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Garda Vetting is an essential legal requirement for all adults working with young people. Each person working or volunteering with 
a Church group or indeed any other group which involves working with young people or vulnerable adults is required by law to be 
Garda Vetted (E-Vetted).  

Garda vetting is just one aspect of the recruitment  process for persons whose work 
or ministry involves them working with children or vulnerable adults.  
For more information - www.ossory.ie/safeguarding 
or email safeguarding@ossory.ie

What does the E-Vetting process involve?

E-VETTING
Time consuming, repetitive, but necessary

A Garda Vetting Invitation Form (NVB 1), an I.D. Verification Form and a Confidential Declaration Form must be completed.

Photographic I.D.  – i.e. current passport or driving licence, and proof of current address must be produced.

For persons under 18 - a completed parental consent form must be completed. 

For Church groups the completed forms must be forwarded to the Diocesan Safeguarding office for processing.

Once processed an email from the National Vetting Bureau requesting further information will be sent to the applicant. On replying to 
this email the Vetting process commences and takes about 5 working days. 

On completion of the vetting process the parish/school, club etc will receive the Garda Vetting report for the applicant. 
 
Confidentiality is guarded at every stage of the process.

Safeguarding Children
NEWSLETTER

Ossory Diocesan Safeguarding Committee

The role of the Committee is to co-ordinate the 
implementation of the Safeguarding Policy throughout 
the Diocese. This is done:

• by providing Training and Information for Priests, Staff and 
Volunteers throughout the Diocese

• establishing and maintaining safe and effective recruitment 
and vetting policies and procedures

• Overseeing and monitoring Parish Safeguarding Audits.

IF YOU HAVE A SAFEGUARDING CONCERN

If you, or anyone you know, has a Safeguarding 
concern or wishes to report an allegation directly to 
the Statutory Authorities, please contact the Gardaí  
or TUSLA.

An Garda Síochána  - 24 hour service
1800-555-222

Tusla - Child and Family Agency
Kilkenny:  059 9136570    Laois:  057  8692567
Offaly:  057  9370700 Waterford: 051  842 827

If you wish to report an allegation directly to the 
Church Authorities please contact:
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
087 100 0232
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Taizé 
Experience 
of a lifetime

Early on Sunday 
morning 25th June, 
23 young people 
in Transition Year to 
Leaving Cert school 
years from throughout 
the Diocese of Ossory 
accompanied by 
leaders, Patrick 
Bookle, Sharon Phelan, 
Moya O'Sullivan and 
Alan Dowling set out 
from Ossory Youth in 
Kilkenny on a long 
journey to Taizé in 
eastern France. 
Amazingly, at the 
same time, in common 
with most weeks of 
the year, about 2,000 
other young people 
from throughout most 
countries in Europe 
ranging from England 
to Germany and Spain 
to Sweden were also 
travelling to Taizé, and 
all about to spend the 
next week together.

Patrick Bookle

Each week in Taizé concludes with the 
Saturday night candle lit service of prayer.
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What drew them all to a small village on 
a hill in the depths of rural Burgundy in 
eastern France was the Taizé Community. 
The Taizé story began in 1940 when Brother 
Roger Schutz, then aged 25, came to 
France, the country of his mother, to help 
those whose lives were devastated by 
the war raging across Europe. He settled 
in Taize which is a tiny village and began 
sheltering refugees fleeing the war, 
and by 1944 was joined by three other 
brothers. In the course of the following 
years, a few other young men joined, 
and at Easter 1949, seven of them made 
a commitment to live a community 
life and to follow Jesus Christ. Today, 
the Taizé community is an ecumenical 
order composed of about one hundred 
brothers, from Protestant and Catholic 
traditions, who originate from around 30 
countries across the world. 

The eight days spent there followed 
a similar pattern, three times a day 
everything stops, the iconic Taize bells 
ring, and the thousands of young people 
gather in the church for prayer, bible texts 
read in several languages, a period of 
silent reflection and all adorned by the 
famous Taizé chants. The rest of the day 
consisted of taking part in smaller groups 
such as bible study, choir practice, 

assisting with serving meals, cleaning 
duties, having time for some reflection 
in the ‘silent garden’, never having as 
much fun queuing for food, while all the 
time meeting and getting to know young 
people from throughout Europe in a 
week of gorgeous sunshine.

No words can capture the majesty of 
the music in the church, a church like 
no other where the congregation sit on 
the floor, which perfectly captures the 
essence of Taize which is simple living 
and a belief in the goodness of people. 
Another core element of each day are 
bible study groups. The groups consisting 
of approximately ten young people of 
various nationalities are established on 
Monday morning and remain together 
until the following Saturday. This creates 
a comfortable setting where a brief bible 
passage each day provides the catalyst 
for the young people, as they get to know 
each other, to reveal and share their 
personal spiritual beliefs and journeys.

The feedback from the group was hugely 
positive with clear agreement that 
everyone would get something unique to 
them from Taizé. According to Rebecca 
Bourke who was one of the participants 
‘Taizé was such a really good experience, 

Twenty three young people and leaders pictured in front of the iconic Taizé bells.
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Kyle Dreeling, Killian Dolan, Jake Nolan, Daniel Cotter, Leo Costigan and Daire Maher

Grace O Neill, Leah Brennan, Hannah Murphy, Sophie Harte and Saoirse Davis.
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everyone is there for the same thing so 
no one feels awkward or self-conscious 
during the church ceremonies and bible 
study groups’. 

Similarly, Jake Nolan said ‘No matter what 
you read or hear about Taizé nothing 
really prepares you for the experience 
until you go for yourself, and it is amazing 
being with thousands of young people 
from so many different countries’. Erika 
Roche said that ‘it was lovely to find time 
to be on your own but never to feel alone 
there, and we were all energised by Taizé 
and wanted it to continue it in some way 
when we got home.

The group came home saying that the 
Taizé ‘experience’ was indescribable 
as no words adequately captured the 
essence of the place. The conclusion was 
that it had been a never to be forgotten 
experience and they have now joined 
the ranks of over 100,000 young people 
from around the world who make a 
pilgrimage each year and bring back 
the spark of Taize with them to their own 
communities and countries.

Five hurls and sliotars accompanied our 
group to Taize and provided a perfect 
means of connecting with young people 
from throughout Europe, with some of the 
group sorry that they did not bring their 
guitars or other musical instruments. 

The overall 2017 ‘Journey to Taizé’ 
programme which concluded in early 
July had ran from November 2016 with 
regular group meetings and fundraising 
events at approximately two weekly 
intervals. Fundraising consisted of a 
church gate collection, sponsored 
Comeragh mountain hike, clothes 
collection and cake sales. The young 
people also organized a very successful 
Taize evening in Kilkenny which was held 
in the Chapter House in April attended by 
the group, family and friends. A number 
of meetings were spent planning for 
this with volunteer musicians brought 
on board to introduce the group to the 

world famous Taize music. The group also 
attended a Taize evening in the Edmund 
Rice Centre, Waterford.

The group of 23 young people came from 
the following parishes: Callan, Inistioge, 
Tullaroan, Dunnamaggin, Ballyragget, 
Gowran, Lisdowney, Freshford and all 
Kilkenny city parishes. The ‘Journey to 
Taizé’ programme is organised by Ossory 
Youth and supported by the Diocese 
of Ossory. Ossory Youth hope to be in a 
position to take another youth group to 
Taize in late June 2018 but it is important 
to note that the overall ‘Journey to Taize’ 
programme runs from November to 
June with regular group meetings and 
fundraising events taking place. The cost 
is €550 with the young people required to 
pay €250 in instalments and the balance 
raised through group fundraising 
initiatives. This cost includes flights (Dublin 
to Geneva) and coach transfers to/from 
Taizé. It also includes all accommodation 
and meals in Taizé. 

For additional information, contact 
Patrick Bookle, Ossory Youth at (056) 
7761200, (087) 2129006 or pbookle@
ossoryyouth.com

Taizé Youth Trip 2018
A youth trip to Taizé in France 
organised by Ossory Youth will take 
place from 24th June to 1st July 2018. 
A week in Taize is an opportunity for 
reflection and contemplation and 
a little step back from daily life. But 
bringing people together is also the 
essence of Taize and it is a week of 
meeting young people from different 
countries and cultures where new 
friendships are made. Over 100,000 
young people from around the world 
make the trip to Taizé each year.
The trip is open to Transition Year, 
5th Year and Leaving Cert students. 
Numbers are confined to 25 young 
people. For additional information, 
including cost, and application forms, 
contact Patrick Bookle, Ossory Youth 
at (056) 7761200, (087) 2129006 or 
pbookle@ossoryyouth.com
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Family Fun Day
St Kieran’s College, 
Sunday 7th May 2017

Diocese of Ossory 
WMOF2018 Launch



page 28

ossory times NOVEMBER 2017

Albert McDonnell

Concern for the 
Wellbeing of this Child

Godparents
and Baptism

GODPARENTS MATTER

Choosing godparents or sponsors 
for a baby who is about to be 
baptised can be tricky. There are 
lots of considerations involved not 
least a wish not to offend anybody 
by leaving them out. But what does 
the Church say about godparents, 
or sponsors as they are sometimes 
called? What is the role of a 
godparent in baptism and who can 
be a godparent? 

The rite of baptism helps us answer 
the first question, what is the role of 
a godparent? Anybody attending 
a baptism will notice that they are 
normally seated next to the parents 
and baby and accompany them 
to the font for the pouring of the 
water, in the name of the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. The Godparents are 
asked a question the beginning of 
the ceremony: 
Will you, the Godparents, help by 
showing concern for the well-being 
of this child?

To which they are invited to respond: 
We will
 
At the end of the liturgy they are 
mentioned again, this time during 
the final blessing when the priest or 
deacon says: 
I bless the sponsors here today who 
represent the believing community 
to which this child now belongs. 
May their friendship and prayers 
be a loving support to the child 
throughout his/her life.
 
These two references take us to the 
heart of what being a sponsor at a 
baptism is about. Godparents help 
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the parents and child by showing concern 
for the wellbeing of the child. They also 
represent the believing community to 
which the child belongs. Friendship, prayer, 
loving support, concern and wellbeing are 
at the heart of what it is about. The key 
role in caring for the child is fulfilled by the 
parents but they in turn rely on the support 
of the believing community represented 
by the godparents. Also, the sponsor’s role 
is ongoing and continues throughout the 
newly baptised person’s life. 

So, who is best suited to fulfil this role? The 
code of canon law devotes a chapter 
to godparents and baptism and seeks to 
answer this question. It begins by reminding 
us that godparents help make the 
sacrament fruitful. It could still take place 
and be valid without them. But validity is the 
minimum standard and Christians always 
strive for more. Godparents have been 
part of our celebration of baptism from 
early times. The Church wishes that every 
child should have a baptismal sponsor ‘in 
so far as possible’. This is usually understood 
to mean except in emergency situations 
such as danger of imminent death.

The code goes on to say that one sponsor, 
who may be male or female, is sufficient and 
two is the maximum. The background to 
setting a maximum number is the custom in 
some parts of the world of having numerous 
sponsors as a means of forging alliances 
between families. The role of sponsors at 
baptism is about caring for the child rather 
than creating family alliances. It is possible 
to have additional people involved but 
these assume the role of ‘witnesses’ rather 
than godparents. The code adds that if 
there are two sponsors, as is the custom 
in Ireland, then one should be male and 
one female. Occasionally, parents wish 
to have two men or two women ‘stand’ 
for their child. Often this request arises in 
situations where both parents have only 
sisters or brothers. It may be possible to 
accommodate this request by having one 
person fulfil the role of sponsor and the 
other the role of witness.

Sponsors are chosen by the child’s parents 
or guardians or in rare cases where that 
isn’t possible by the priest or deacon 
celebrating the sacrament. The person or 
people chosen must be willing and able 
to fulfil the role especially its core caring 
and spiritual aspects. Sponsors have an 
important place in a person’s life and 
consequently the code of canon law sets 
sixteen years of age as the minimum age. 
However, the bishop of a diocese may 
set a lower age or the priest or deacon 
celebrating the sacrament may make an 
exception. Since the role of the sponsor is 
to help the child grow in the faith, he/she 
must be a full member of the Church (have 
received the sacraments of baptism, first 
Holy Communion and confirmation) and 
play an active role in the life of the Church. 
Members of other Christian Churches can 
play a role in baptism alongside a Catholic 
sponsor. Reflecting the closeness between 
the Catholic and Orthodox Churches, 
members of the Orthodox Churches can be 
a sponsor at baptism, while other Christians 
can fulfil the role of witness. 

There is a beautiful moment of symbolic 
prayer during the celebration of baptism 
which unites our faith in the risen Christ, 
with the newly baptised together with the 
parents and godparents and the hopes 
and dreams they share. The celebrant 
takes a candle, lights it from the Easter 
Candle and hands it to the parents, while 
saying: 

Parents and godparents, 
this light has been entrusted to you to be 
kept burning brightly. 
This child of yours has been enlightened by 
Christ. 
He/she is to walk always as a child of the 
light. 
May he/she keep the flame of faith alive in 
his/her heart. 
When the Lord comes, 
may he/she go out to meet Him with all the 
saints in the heavenly kingdom.
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Saint of the gutters
Mother Teresa

Ray Cleere

On Friday, September 5, 1997, 20 years 
ago, the world struggled to come to 
terms with the loss of two of its most 
famous women. The death of Princess 
Diana was followed by the death of a 
woman she much admired – Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta. The frail nun, who was 
known as the “Saint of the Gutters”, died 
in Calcutta following a heart attack only 
months after she staged a miraculous 
recovery from debilitating illness.

Shock followed shock and the world was 
left reeling in the aftermath of the two 
deaths. Each in her own way was unique. 
Mother Teresa died on the eve of Princess 
Diana’s funeral. The princess and the 
nun enriched the world in their different 
ways of life, their different styles and their 
different agendas. The world lost two 

icons of the twentieth century. Mother 
Teresa was given the honour of a state 
funeral by the Government of India and 
her body was buried in the Mother House 
of the Missionaries of Charity. Her tomb 
quickly became a place of pilgrimage 
and prayer for people of all faiths, rich 
and poor alike. She left a testament of 
unshakable faith, invincible hope and 
extraordinary charity.

Common concern
Although there was a big gap between 
them – Diana was 36, Mother Teresa was 
87, they shared a common concern 
for the poor, the deprived and the 
marginalised of the world. What a mix 
of religion, politics and monarchy, two 
remarkable women who dominated 
world news.

She left a testament of unshakable faith, 
invincible hope and extraordinary charity.
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In 1979 Mother Teresa won the Nobel 
Prize for Peace. In May 1993 she came 
on a week-long historic visit to Ireland. 
She received the Freedom of the city 
of Dublin in the Mansion House and was 
a guest on the “Late Late Show” which 
was then hosted by Gay Byrne. She 
visited the Loreto High School, Beaufort, 
in Rathfarnham. She always confessed 
to having a particular affection for 
Ireland, not least because of her training 
period as a nun in the Loreto Convent 
in Rathfarnham almost 90 years ago in 
1928. Her last visit to Ireland was 21 years 
ago, in June, 1996.

The world had images of the tall princess 
bending to embrace the little nun. In 
that embrace was loving care for the 
world’s underprivileged which was why 
the outpouring of grief in the first week 
of September 1997, 20 years ago, was 
unlikely to be equalled again. The death 
of one made it an unbelievable week. 
The irony was that while the old nun was 
preparing to mourn the young princess, 
fate intervened. Both were now dead 
and the two women took their places 
among the greatest and most influential 
figures of the twentieth century, albeit in 
tragic circumstances.

In an astonishing coincidence Mother 
Teresa died at 5p.m. on Friday, September 
5, 5 days after the death of Princess 
Diana and they both met for the first time 
in Rome in 1992 : 5 years previously. On 
August 27, Mother Teresa celebrated her 
87th birthday and on August 31, Princess 
Diana died. Both events happened in the 
same month, 5 days apart.

Born Agnes Gonxhe Bojaxhiu, on August 
27, 1910, Mother Teresa went to India in 
1929 as a Sister of the Loreto Order. In 
1946, she received what she described 
at the time as a “call within a call” to 
found a new order dedicated to caring 
for the most unloved and unwanted, 
the “poorest of the poor” in the slums 
of her adopted city, Kolkata, previously 
known as Calcutta. The Missionaries of 

Charity order became one of the most 
well-known in more than 100 countries 
around the world, including Ireland, with 
more than 4,000 sisters in their trademark 
blue-trimmed white saris doing as Mother 
Teresa instructed “small things with great 
love”.

Mother Teresa Beatified
On October 19, 2003, Pope John Paul II 
beatified Mother Teresa, which gave her 
the title “Blessed”. Her beatification was 
the shortest in the modern history of the 
Church. In early 1999, less than two years 
after her death, Pope Paul II waived 
the normal five-year waiting period and 
allowed the immediate opening of her 
canonisation cause.

Mother Teresa Canonised
On September 4, 2016, Mother Teresa 
became a saint in earnest after she was 
canonised by Pope Francis at a ceremony 
which drew pilgrims to the Vatican in their 
tens of thousands. The Albanian born nun 
was elevated to sainthood just 19 years 
after her death. Her canonisation was 
the second fastest in modern Church 
history after that of Saint John Paul II. 
Speaking in St. Peter’s Square in Rome 
to an audience of more than 120,000 
Catholics, as millions more watched on 
television, Pope Francis declared her a 
saint for “the poorest of the poor” during 
the Jubilee Year of Mercy.

“Do it Anyway”
The following prayer was found written 
on the wall in Mother Teresa’s Home 
for Children in Calcutta entitled “Do it 
Anyway”. The language is quite simple 
and yet the message is profound.

“People are often unreasonable, 
irrational and self-centred. Forgive them 
anyway”.
“If you are kind, people may accuse 
you of selfish, ulterior motives. Be kind 
anyway”.
“If you are successful, you will win some 
unfaithful friends and some genuine 
enemies. Succeed anyway”.
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“If you are honest and sincere people 
may deceive you. Be honest and sincere 
anyway”.
“What you spend years creating, 
others could destroy overnight. Create 
anyway”.
“If you find serenity and happiness, some 
may be jealous. Be happy anyway”.
“The good you do today, will often be 
forgotten. Do good anyway”.
“Give the best you have, and it will never 
be enough. Give your best anyway”.
“In the final analysis, it is between you 
and God. It was never between you and 
them anyway”.

Visit of Relic of St. Teresa of Calcutta
In June, July and August 2017, a First Class 
Relic of St. Teresa of Calcutta (Mother 
Teresa) made a tour of the Cathedrals 
of Ireland. Accompanied by the Knights 
of St. Columbanus, the Relic arrived from 
Thurles at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Kilkenny, 
at 7p.m. on Tuesday, July 18, followed 
by a reception, evening prayer and 
veneration of the Relic. It was received 
at the Cathedral by Fr Kieran O’Shea, 

St. Mary’s; Monsignor Michael Ryan, 
Diocesan Administrator; Dean Seamus 
McEvoy; Fr Tom McGree; Archdeacon 
Sean Doherty and Bishop Emeritus 
Seamus Freeman.

The Relic remained in the Cathedral until 
Thursday, July 20, and the Cathedral, 
which was full to capacity for the historic 
occasion, remained open until 10p.m. 
each day of the visit. There were special 
celebrations which coincided with the 
visit. They included Mass on Wednesday 
morning, July 19, at 9a.m. (in thanksgiving 
for the gift of human life) and Mass for 
the sick with anointing that evening at 
7p.m. Mass was celebrated each day 
by Fr Kieran O’Shea. He was assisted at 
the Mass for the sick by three Capuchin 
Friars: Fr Benignus, Fr George and Fr Eddie 
Dowley. A film on the life of Mother Teresa 
was shown in the Chapter Room. On 
Thursday, July 20, Mass was celebrated at 
9a.m. for families and at 1p.m. for charity. 
The service concluded at 3p.m. and the 
Relic departed for Waterford.

Restoration, repair and re-painting 
of church statues and nativity sets. 

Kilkenny based. 

Collection & delivery can be arranged.
References available.

Please contact 

083 0499 623

Church Statue

restoration
& repairs
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Last year, during my first week of transition year in St 
Kierans College Fr Brian Griffin came to our school to 
talk to us about the diocesan Aim High Programme. 
This programme encourages young people to 
become more involved in the life of their parishes. 

The Aim High programme replaced the John Paul II 
Awards here in Ossory, and it is something more local 
to our diocese. I along with many other Transition 
Years volunteered to take part in the Aim High Awards 
for that year. A school representative got in touch 
with the different parish priests of each student asking 
them how they could take part in a Mass during the 
week. The students then got involved by becoming 
readers of the Word and of the Prayers of the Faithful, 
handing out the baskets during the mass, cleaning 
the church and many other different ways. Doing 
this got more young people actively involved in their 
local parish communities. 

During the year the Aim High Programme staged six 
events, these included a St Bridget’s Cross Workshop; 
Entrusted with the Word - a day where anyone who 
wished to undertake the ministry of a reader would 
be prepared; Emergency Room which was a day in 
the life of St Luke’s Hospital, Kilkenny; The Antidote-a 
day of meditation and prayer in Jenkinstown Woods; 
and Walking the Way – A Spiritual Walking Tour of 
Kilkenny. These were all planned and it was a great 
opportunity for us to meet other young people from 
different schools and parishes who were also taking 
part in the Aim High Programme. As I had become 
involved with the Aim High Programme I was also 
eligible to apply for the Diocesan Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes. Many applied for the pilgrimage as it is 
great opportunity for young people to visit Lourdes 
and to help someone who would not otherwise be 
able to go to achieve this goal. I was privileged to 
be picked along with fifty other young people from 
the Diocese of Ossory. It was a great experience that 
I won’t forget. The Aim High Programme is a great 
opportunity for young people and it opens up so 
many opportunities.

getting involved 
AIM HIGH

ossory timesNOVEMBER 2017

Tom Kennedy
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Reunion 2017

Dermot Ryan

Some of the priests who gathered 
recently to celebrate the annual 
reunion of those ordained from St 
Kieran’s College throughout the years.

The 2017 reunion of those ordained from 
St Kieran’s College took place on the 
evening of Tuesday 22nd August. As is 
tradition this reunion is held each year on 
the first Tuesday after the 15th August. It 
was wonderful, on that night, to welcome 
back so many past pupils of the College. 
In all over 40 men made the journey to St 
Kieran’s, from near and far, to recall time 
spent there in formation. 

The evening began with a concelebrated 
Mass of Thanksgiving in the College 
Chapel. The main celebrant was Mgr 
Michael Ryan, Administrator of the 
Diocese of Ossory, and a former President 
of St Kieran’s. The choir from St Canice's 
Parish added greatly to the atmosphere. 
In fact well over 20 members of the 
choir joined for the celebration and their 
presence was truly appreciated by all 
those who had returned for the reunion. 

After the Mass there was an opportunity 
for the traditional photos of those in 

attendance along with photos of those 
who were celebrating special Jubilees 
this year. Following this, all in attendance 
gathered in the Lanigan room for the 
evening meal. As always the heart of the 
day is moments like this - when many old 
friends come together to recall fondly 
days and years spent in the College 
together. St Kieran's College President, 
Fr Dermot Ryan, noted that of all the 
reunions in the College calendar this is 
the most important as those ordained 
from St Kieran's represent all that is at 
the heart of what the College is about: 
faith and service of others. Fr John Lally, 
of Nottingham Diocese who is a golden 
Jubilarian, recalled fondly the time he 
and his class spent in St Kieran's and gave 
thanks for the formation and preparation 
all had received in the College throughout 
the years. 

We are already looking forward to next 
year's gathering… 
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Homily from Mgr Michael Ryan
22 August 2017

Dear Friends,

Speaking recently during the Episcopal 
Ordination Mass of the new Bishop of Raphoe, 
Alan McGuckian Archbishop Eamon Martin 
said:
Our task is to preach the Good News of Jesus 
Christ whether it is welcome or unwelcome. 
‘Remember we seek to present in public 
discourse a coherent ethic of life encompassing 
our precious teaching about the sacredness of 
all human life and the dignity of the person, 
about the centrality of the family, about 
solidarity and the need for a fair distribution of 
goods in the world, and care for the earth – our 
common home.’

In the decades that we have been privileged 
to minister to God’s people in whatever 
Diocese we are serving in, I believe what the 
Archbishop says is a good description of our 
life’s task in the service of the Lord. This evening 
we gather to offer this Eucharist in gratitude to 
God for the privilege it has been for us to journey 
with people in our parishes and other diocesan 
appointments we have held, sharing our faith 
and our understanding of the Good News, not 
afraid either to share our own weaknesses too 
and like St. Theresa of Calcutta to be honest 
enough to acknowledge that there were and 
will be dark days in our lives when God will 
seem far away.

How apt are the words of the Prophet Micah
‘Though I have fallen, I shall rise,
Though I live in darkness
The Lord is my light.
He will bring me into light
And I shall rejoice to see the rightness of his 
ways’.

I believe we owe a great debt of gratitude to 
the members of our families, beginning with 
our beloved parents and the many good 
and faithful people who keep us constantly in 
their prayers. This evening as we celebrate our 
various Jubilees and for me and the class of 
1967 this is a very special reunion let us with great 
sincerity acknowledge the prayers, example, 
and encouragement of so many people who 
love us and love the gift of Priesthood too.

During the summer there was much publicity 
given in the Irish Media to the ordination of 
Deacon Philip Mulryne O.P. He had spent his 
youth as a gifted soccer player with a number 
of Clubs in England and then much to the 
surprise of his friends and fans turned aside from 
that very lucrative career to join the Dominican 
Fathers.

Speaking during his first Mass his brother 
Dominican, Fr Ciaran Dougherty said
‘You are a servant, a friend, a brother, a father, 
one who offers sacrifice and praise on behalf 
of the people and for the people and as you 
work and pray for the salvation of others, 
others in their own way work and pray for your 
salvation.’ 
What you are you understand a little,
What you are to become, you understand not 
at all,
but God who has begun this work in you will 
bring it to its completion 
and when he does you will fully understand 
what you are in the light of God’s full revelation 
of himself to you’.

When we reflect back on our journey to 
Priesthood we can see the plan of God for us 
revealed through the prayers, encouragement 
and example of our parents, priests we knew in 
our home parishes and the example of senior 
seminarians when we came to this College.

This very Chapel was so much part of our lives 
for six years and indeed for eleven for those of 
us who were on the layside. Here we tried to 
pray and often slept through meditation. Here 
we took part in so many Liturgies and in our 
simple way sought the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, as to whether we should stay or leave. 

Speaking at a Jubilee Thanksgiving Mass 
for priests in St. Peter’s Square on 3rd June 
2016 Pope Francis concluded his homily with 
these words: “Dear Priests, in the Eucharistic 
Celebration we rediscover each day our 
identity as Shepherds. In each Mass, may we 
truly make our own Christ’s words.’ This is my 
body which is given up for you.”
This is the meaning of our life. With these words, 
in a real way we can daily renew the promises 
we made at our priestly ordination. I thank all of 
you for saying ‘yes’ each day, things that only 
the Lord knows about. I thank you for saying 
‘yes’ to giving your life in union with Jesus, for in 
this is found the pure source of our joy.’

On a Summer Sunday morning in early June 
we prayed in this Chapel together and then 
walked down to St. Mary’s Cathedral where 
we answered Ad Sum when our names were 
called out. Not in any spirit of self-glory do we 
do so again this evening but conscious of the 
Feast that it is today ‘Feast of the Queenship of 
Blessed Virgin Mary’ may we humbly place all 
priestly lives under her protection – Mother of 
the first Priest, Jesus Christ, our Saviour our Lord. 
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Fatima 2017

Over the past one hundred years pilgrims 
have flocked from all over the world to 
Our Lady’s shrine in Fatima. It was here in 
this small, out of the way, town in central 
Portugal in 1917 that our Lady appeared 
to three shepherd children Lucia, 
Francisco and Jacinta. Her message 
of prayer, peace, repentance and 
conversion continues to be an important 
and inspirational message for the world 
today. The importance of Fatima cannot 
be overestimated in the challenges faced 
by the Church in the modern world. Pope 
Pius XII even described the apparitions in 
Fatima as “the greatest intervention by 

God in the history of mankind since the 
death of the Apostles”.

And so they come from all over the 
world seeking, searching, praying - Irish 
pilgrims too have made this journey to 
this place of peace and tranquility. Who 
would have known as the First World War 
raged all around them that the story of 
these three children would continue to 
have such an impact on the world one 
hundred years later. Who would have 
known that the message of Fatima would 
continue to draw people from every walk 
of life to a deeper faith and trust in God. 
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The message of Fatima is a message for 
all people and all times. 

Over the past number of years, a group 
of pilgrims from Kilkenny have made 
the journey to Fatima under the spiritual 
guidance of Fr Willie Purcell assisted by 
Fr Pat Guilfoyle and Fr Roderick Whearty. 

Being the centenary year interest in the 
pilgrimage was particularly hight and 
ion the early hours of October 8th over 
eighty pilgrims set out on the journey to 
Fatima. Staying in the Domus Pacis Hotel;, 
just behind the shrine, each pilgrim fully 
immersed themselves in the spiritual 
programme set out for the week. It was 
a wonderful privilege to be able to 
celebrate mass together in significant 
places in Fatima. One that stands out 
for me is the Eucharist we celebrated 
together in the parish church where the 
three children were baptised over one 
hundred years ago. As we celebrated 
mass there was a great sense of peace 

and presence. How privileged we were 
to be here in this place where Lucia, 
Francisco and Jacinta often came to 
pray and to seek comfort and strength 
at what was, sometimes, a very difficult 
time for them. We prayer here in this 
sacred place and we felt a very special 
closeness to Our Lady and the three 

visionaries here. Visits to the village where 
the children were born are always among 
the highlights of our visit to Fatima. To 
spend time just wandering around this 
special place knowing that you walk 
in their footsteps is a special privilege. 
The opportunity to meet Lucia’s niece 
(now well into her nineties) and have a 
photograph taken with her, always adds 
something special to this village visit. 

Each evening at the shrine our pilgrims 
joined thousands of others for the 
rosary and torchlight procession. This 
international. gathering is a highlight 
for many. The thousands of people with 

Fatima 2017
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their lighted candles walking together in 
prayer is a sight to behold and a reminder 
that though we may speak different 
languages we are united by our faith 
and trust in one God. This Centenary year 
there was a special 'light display’ which 
told the story of Fatima in lights. It was 
a wonderful opportunity to be part of it 
and an amazing technical display that 
left all who saw it awestruck.  

Our visit to Fatima is never complete 
without a visit to the Basilica where the 
visionaries are now buried. A very special 
place. At the Capelinha, the centre of the 
shrine, where Or Lady appeared to the 
three children, there was an opportunity 
to sit and pray/. Candles were lit for the 
intentions of many and prayers were 
said for those we had left behind in 
Ireland. There is always a great sense of 
peace here and a special closeness to 
Our Lady. October 13th is the day when 
hundreds of thousands of people gather 
at the shrine to celebrate Mass to mark 
the final vision of Our Lady to the children 
of Fatima in 1917. It is a sight to behold to 

see people from all over the world gather 
in such numbers to celebrate this special 
Mass. To witness such faith and belief from 
the hundreds of thousands of people 
gathered is moving and a memory of 
Fatima I will carry. 

Our trip to Fatima is always a time for 
renewal and prayer but also for relaxation. 
As well as the time for spiritual exercises 
there is, importantly, time for socialising 
and enjoying the sights (especially 
shopping). Throughout the week there 
is opportunity for day trips organised by 
Des Manning our travel guide. It is an 
opportunity to relax and many oft he 
pilgrims throughout the week enjoyed 
these trips away. Cups of coffee and 
just sitting and chatting also makes our 
trip to Fatima an enjoyable and fulfilling 
experience. It’s an opportunity to renew 
friendships and to make new friends. We 
returned to Ireland certainly spiritually 
refreshed and renewed and we returned 
too looking forward to our return visit to 
Fatima in 2018 - please God. 

Fr Pat Farrell, Fr Eamonn O'Gorman, Canon Tom Murphy and 
Canon Percy Grant at the recent Golden Jubilee Celebration 
for Canon Murphy in Ballyragget on Sunday 11th June 2017.
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Bishop Denis Nulty and Fr Paddy Byrne of Kildare and Leighlin Diocese on the first night of the 
Ladywell Novena.

Canon Tom Murphy at the Ladywell Novena.

Ladywell Novena
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2 :12 : 2017

Parish Pastoral 
Council 
Training Day
A morning of reflections on the 
role and importance of Pastoral 
Councils in the life of our parishes 
at St Kieran's College. 

Ossory Adult Faith Development

Led by 

Rev Dr éamonn Fizgibbon 
Director of the Irish Institute 
of Pastoral Studies
Mary Immaculate College, 
Limerick

Prof Salvador Ryan
Professor of Ecclesiastical 
History 
St Patrick's College 
Maynooth 

To book please contact 
AFD Office on 
afd@ossory.ie 
or 056 7753624

Timetable: 
10.30am	G athering and Prayer
11.00am	 First Reflection
11.45am	 Coffee 11.45
12.00pm	S econd Reflection
1.00pm		 Light Lunch
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Parish Pastoral Council Training 
Ossory Adult Faith Development

Ossory Adult Faith Development

Camross Parish
Helen Collier Camross PPC

When the selection of our Parish Pastoral 
Council was completed Gemma 
Mulligan and her team arrived to deliver 
our training. This was an intensive two-
hour session before which we were 
presented with our candle for use at 
our meetings. A lovely, simple opening 
and closing prayer session was led by 
the team and in between we set to 
work. For the session we worked on the 
activities in groups in a very comfortable 
atmosphere. 

The first activity, to list what we thought 
to be working well in the parish, was a 
very positive, affirming and, I thought, 
encouraging way to begin. Following 
on from that we identified areas we 
thought we could work on under the 
headings of our Pillars, Worship, Faith 
Formation, Community Building and 
Outreach. From these lists we prioritised 
by voting and so selected 2/3 items 
we would concentrate on under each 
heading. Planning templates were 
supplied at each stage and these can 
be used when we repeat the process in 
the future at our own meetings. 

We were pleased to note that some 
work we had already planned to do 
fit in perfectly with our plans from the 
training. After the training we felt clear 
and well prepared to put it all into 
practice. We had planned a Harvest 
Thanksgiving Mass which was a great 
success. Using the planning templates 

Recently Ossory Adult 
Faith Development 
has prepared a 
number of people to 
help support and offer 
training to Pastoral 
Councils throughout 
Ossory. Several 
parishes, some with 
new and some with 
established Councils, 
have availed of this 
training. 

If you would like to 
know more, or to 
book a session, please 
contact AFD on 
afd@ossory.ie or 056 
7753624
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and our decisions from training we have 
begun to plan our work for the year 
ahead and the areas we will concentrate 
e,g, the setting up of a Baptism Team in 
the parish. Our plans are probably a little 
ambitious but at the moment we are an 
enthusiastic bunch! It helps that we have 
some people with time and energy to 
lead the effort (as some of the guidance 
literature recommends). We will be 
delighted to achieve some of our goals 
in the year. There is plenty of support 
available, both in person and resources. 
Some parishes have Pastoral Councils 
that are well established and are willing 
to share their knowledge and experience 
with beginners. This is encouraged as is 
the coming together of parishes to meet 
with such people where discussion and 
sharing of ideas would be very beneficial 
to all. 

Having chosen to be involved in this 
we realise that our own experience as 
part of our pastoral community will be 
enriched. We hope that we will, in some 
way, enhance the pastoral experience 
of each person in our parish, individually, 
and in our shared experiences during the 
year. 

Ballycallan Parish
James Cahill

In Spring of 2017 Fr Liam Taylor asked me to 
become a member of the Parish Pastoral 
Council for Ballycallan/Kilmanagh/
Killaloe parish. At first I was nervous and 
hesitant as I did not exactly know the role 
of the Pastoral Council or what I could 
offer to this group. This was the first time a 
Parish Pastoral Council was organised in 
our parish. Our community is comprised 
of three churches and three areas. The 
Parish Pastoral Council reflected this in 
its membership with two members from 
each of the three districts and with an 
equal number of men and women on the 
Council. At first our meetings dealt largely 
with activities in the parish that included 
the maintenance and upkeep of all the 
parish properties.

At our June meeting Fr Taylor informed 
us that he would invite Gemma Mulligan 
to meet with our Pastoral Council and 
provide training and guidance. At this 
training session we were informed of 
the history of Pastoral Councils in Ossory 
Diocese. Gemma was very supportive 
and informative of the role of Pastoral 



page 43

ossory timesNOVEMBER 2017

Ossory Adult Faith Development

Councils. At the end of the meeting I felt 
a bit nervous and anxious as to whether I 
would be able to contribute to the work 
of the Pastoral Council.

At our next training session with Gemma, 
Eilis and Kathleen the role and work 
of the Pastoral Council was further 
explained. We were told that the Parish 
Pastoral Council is a representative body 
of the parish community, working in 
close collaboration with the priest of the 
parish. The aim of the Pastoral Council 
is to enable the parish community to 
share responsibility for the mission of the 
parish. We were asked to think about all 
the good things happening in the parish 
to discuss at our next training session 
and to think of some of the ways we 
can develop worship, outreach and 
community building in our parish in the 
year ahead. The opening and closing 
prayer ceremony with the lighting of a 
candle and reading of scripture was a 
highlight of the evening along with the 
welcome cup of tea provided by Fr Liam 
at the end of the training! The session 
lasted an hour which is a perfect time for 
a meeting as meetings that last too long 
are a stress on all members who have 
family and work commitments also.

Camross Parish
Fiona Hynes

Back in January 2017 our Parish Priest Fr 
Lalor, another member of the Pastoral 
Council and I met with Gemma Mulligan 
to arrange a talk for the people of 
Camross. We did this in the hopes of 
exploring how we could revitalise our 
Parish Pastoral Council. Our Council 
numbers had dwindled and we knew 
there was so much potential for our 
Pastoral Council we really needed some 
direction.

From our first meeting Gemma gave 
us great hope about what could be 
achieved if we worked together. Her 
enthusiasm is infectious and we came 
away from that first meeting with lots of 
ideas and we were keen to get started.

A talk was arranged at all masses in 
Camross and Killenure for June 2017 
where Gemma outlined the Pastoral 
Plan for us and explored the subject of 
people using their talents to contribute to 
the life of the parish through the Pastoral 
Council. Nomination forms were left in 
the church for people to consider if this 
was something they felt they might like to 
be involved in.

Nomination forms came flooding back 
and in total eighty-nine people were 
nominated! A meeting was arranged 
for two weeks later in the Parish hall 
for all those who were nominated. On 
that night Gemma and her colleagues 
Kathleen &Eilish, a sub group formed 
by Adult Faith Development in Ossory, 
discussed the role of a Pastoral Council 
in a parish and the strands/areas in which 
people could potentially contribute. At 
the end of the evening fifteen people 
volunteered to become members of the 
Pastoral Council as well as fourteen others 
who were willing to form a subcommittee 
of people who would like to be involved 
in some other way - for example, a liturgy 
group or help with a youth project etc..

As a newly formed Pastoral Council we 
are only weeks into our term. We have 
a great committee who are dedicated 
and committed. We have lots of ideas 
and projects to start with and the future 
of Camross Pastoral Council is looking 
good. We are very grateful to Gemma 
and her colleagues for all their help, 
support and advice on our journey.
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The Adult Faith 
Development group is 
once again preparing 
parish evenings at 
St Kieran’s College.

It is hoped to begin these evenings 
during Advent this year and to host 
them throughout the year up until 
Easter. The theme for this coming year 
will be "You are my Family: For whoever 
does the will of my Father in heaven is 
my brother and sister and mother." (Mt 
12:50). These evenings will take place 
in St Kieran's College from 7pm and 
finishing around 9.30pm. 

Separately AFD are hoping to offer 
a shorter mini-retreat, around the 
same theme, to be hosted in your 
local parish Church for parents of 
Communion or Confirmation Children. 
This mini-retreat, a short gathering of 
c. 45 mins, would be an opportunity 
for those parents to come together as 
they journey towards the celebration 
of the sacraments with their children. 
If you are interested, bookings can be 
made through the Faith Development 
Office, afd@ossory.ie or 056-7753624. 

The AFD group will also be offering 
mini-retreats, around this theme, to 
the nursing homes in our Diocese in 
the coming year. A chance for us to 
also connect with those people living 
there. 

To book please contact 
Ossory AFD Office 
email: afd@ossory.ie 
or tel. 056 7753624

You are 
my Family

AFD Parish Evenings

For whoever does the will 
of my Father in heaven is 
my brother and sister and 
mother.” (Mt 12:50)

Ossory Adult Faith Development
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Time of Prayer 
and Reflection

The Bishop of Limerick, 
Most Rev. Brendan 
Leahy,will lead a time 
of prayer and reflection 
for the priests of Ossory 
as we await the 
appointment of a new 
Bishop of our Diocese. 

Bishop Brendan will attend on Wednesday 8th 
November 2017, and the evening will take place in 
St Kieran’s College from 2.30pm – 5.30pm.

The final paragraph in A Prayer for Ossory will set 
the theme for the evening;
“As we await a new bishop we pray that you 
will help find for us a man to lead with vision for 
our future, understanding for our present and 
compassion for our past. Until then, may we work 
actively together to continue to realise not only 
your desire for us but also for your kingdom.”
 
Format for the Afternoon
•	 2.30pm Reflection by Bishop Leahy on his 

appointment as Bishop of Limerick. Followed 
by discussion.

•	 3.30pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in 
St Kieran's College Chapel ending with Evening 
Prayer. 

•	 4.15pm Talk on recent Pastoral Developments in 
the Diocese of Limerick. Followed by discussion.

•	 5.15pm Prayer for the Diocese of Ossory 
followed by refreshments in the Dunne Room, 
St Kieran's College.
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Saint Mary's Cathedral 

St Mary’s Cathedral is the mother 
church of the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Ossory. It is situated on James’s 
Street, Kilkenny. The Cathedral was 
designed by William Deane Butler. 
The foundation stone was laid 18th 
August 1843 and the Cathedral was 
consecrated on the 4th October 1857. 
1857. 

Cathedral Café 
Good coffee-good food
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OSSORY FATIMA CROSSWORD

Congrats to the winners 
from the Ossory Times 
Issue 14 competitions:

Adult Crossword: 
Ann Burke
New Orchard Estate
Kilkenny

Children’s Wordsearch, 
age 8-13: 
Emma Moran
68 Newpark
Kilkenny

Children’s Colouring, age 
5-8: 
David Nathan
Carrickcloney
Glenmore
Co Kilkenny

Send your entries, with your 
name, address, email and 
mobile number, to: 
“Ossory Times Competition”, 
Ossory Adult Faith 
Development, 
St Kieran’s College, 
College Road, 
Kilkenny, 
by 30th November 2017, first 
correct entry from the hat wins!

Prize for Adult 
Crossword 
Competition

€50 Voucher
for Chapter House 

Bookshop

Prize for age 8-13 
Wordsearch 
Competition

€30 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Prize for age 5-8 
Colouring 
Competition 

€20 Voucher
for Toy Shop
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For ages 5-8 

Colouring
Competition

Answers to Ossory Times Issue 14

For ages 8-13

Wordsearch
Competition

AHEAD
ALONE
BREAD
BROKE
CRIED
CROWD
DOUBT
GRASS
JESUS
LORD

PETER
PICKED
PIECES
PRAY
TRULY
TWELVE
WALKED
WIND
WOMEN
ALREADY

BUFFETED
CAUGHT
CHILDREN
CLIMBED
COURAGE
DISCIPLES
DISTANCE
EVENING 
FOURTH
HEAVEN

HIMSELF

LOAVES

LOOKING

PEOPLE

REACHED

REPLIED

TAKING

TOWARD



A time of stillness and reflection

Retreats &  
Parish Evenings

in St Kieran’s College

To book please contact 
Ossory Adult Faith Development Office 

056-7753624 or email afd@ossory.ie

1st Prize ........................... €2,000
2nd Prize ......................... €1,000
3rd Prize ............................. €500
4th Prize ............................. €300
5th Prize ............................. €300
6th Prize ............................. €200
7th Prize ............................. €200
8th Prize ............................. €100
9th Prize ............................. €100
10th Prize ........................... €100
Promoters’ Prize 
€100 1st Prize Winner Promoter
€100 2nd Prize Winner Promoter

Subscription €10 per month. Draw will be held at 8pm on the last Wednesday of each month in the
 Chapter Room, St Mary’s Cathedral, James’s Street, Kilkenny. All are welcome to attend.

�ank you for your support!

2017/2018
FUND DRAW

2017/2018
RESTORATION 

March 2017 to February 2018

12 MONTHLY DRAWS

MONTHLY PRIZES

ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL DIOCESE OF OSSORY

•	Parish groups
•	First Communion & Confirmation Parents
•	nursing homes
•	and much more...

... a chance to take time to come to 
pray together.



Pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land 2018

The Ossory Adult Faith Development group are organising a diocesan pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land.  In October 2018 (2nd -10th) you will have an opportunity to prayerfully follow 
in the footsteps of Jesus around many of the locations that framed his life and ministry. 
Visit Jerusalem, Jericho, the Sea of Galilee, Nazareth, the River Jordan, Bethlehem, the 
Garden of Gethsemane and many other places as we reflect on the life of Jesus and 
his earliest followers. Pilgrimage Chaplains: Fr Kieran O’Shea and Fr Dermot Ryan. 

ossory Adult Faith Devemopment

More information at www.ossory.ie or from the AFD Office 
email afd@ossory.ie or tel 056-7753624


