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Welcome to the latest edition of the Ossory Times. 

The Christian story is one of hope; a great hope 
which is made real for us in the risen Lord of Easter. 
Every aspect of his existence, from the moment of 
the incarnation through the cross, was directed 
towards this end. It isn't by chance that we got to 
this point - everything was intended to offer to us 
this message of great hope, not a notional hope 
but one made real. The Christian, then, is called 
to live life constantly aware of this hope and more 
importantly to do concrete things to make it 
manifest for others. We are called to share our joy 
and we live out this calling in our parishes, homes, 
communities and places of work. 

Ossory then, if it is to be true to this calling, 
must be a reflection of that hope; and as these 
pages show, it is. We are fortunate that so much 
in our Diocese reflects this fact - Lenten talks 
bringing people together to explore their faith, 
programmes of preparation for those in ministry, 
a younger generation willing to reflect on their 
faith, ongoing work to bring our Pastoral 
Plan to life and local pilgrimages of prayer. 
Recently we celebrated the Ordination of 
Bishop Dermot Farrell as our bishop and 
that wonderful, and hope-filed occasion, 
along with the rich tradition into which 
he steps is also recorded in these pages.  
Faith publications, articles to educate, 
and images from around our Diocese offer 
insight into our church.        

I would like to wish you and your family a 
very happy and blessed Easter. As always 
we hope you enjoy this publication. 
Comments, suggestions and contributions 
are most welcome for future editions. Articles 
or advertisements for upcoming events 
or of recent events, can be sent to:

Editorial inthisissue

Ossory Adult Faith Development
St Kieran's College, College Road, Kilkenny
Tel 056 7753624
Email afd@ossory.ie
Web www.ossory.ie

Bishop Dermot Farrell  p25

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist p24
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Lorcan Moran

Easter is the essence of our faith and 
defines who we are as God’s people. 

St John's 2018 
Lenten Programme

Five steps to Easter

This Programme has its origin at the 
Parish Pastoral Committee who were 
considering a sequel to the Novena 
that took place in St John’s Church 
uninterrupted for the previous decade. 
We needed extraordinary people of 
vision to expand the horizons against 
which we live our lives.

The first step, Wednesday 21st February, 
Fr Peter McVerry spoke on homelessness.
Immediately following his ordination in 
1975, he began working in Dublin’s North 
Inner City where he came face to face 
with the problem of homelessness and 
deprivation. The pivotal message was 
that these young people felt that no one 
cared whether they lived or died. No one 
cared. Fr McVerry spoke of the steps taken 
to help provide meals, accommodation, 
and a drop-in centre for support. It was 
a progressive and practical commitment 
that attempted to reach out and help. 
Others joined him in his commitment to 
the extent that he can now step back 
and the services founded and provided 
continue independently of him.

The second step, Wednesday 28th 
February, Senator Joan Freeman, founder 

of Pieta House, the suicide prevention 
charity, was scheduled to speak. 
The weather forced the cancellation of 
the night in the interest of health and 
safety for all.

The third step, Wednesday 7th March, Sr 
Stanislaus Kennedy spoke on mindfulness.
Sr Stan spoke of her own story, highlighting 
the opportunities that opened doors 
and how one work commitment led to 
another unplanned and unexpected 
endeavour for her. She told us of the 
innovative work with Dr. Peter Birch, DD, 
establishing Kilkenny Social Services that 
became a national blue-print. Then 
came the opportunity to study and the 
creation of Focus Point, a voluntary 
organisation, to assist the homeless and 
needy in Dublin find a home. Again, like 
Fr McVerry, volunteers made it possible 
for the work to continue independent 
of her. What followed was creating  “the 
Sanctuary” which is a place for those 
working in the caring profession to have 
a quiet space for themselves to relax and 
reflect. 
Of late, her attention is given to writing on 
mindfulness and meditation – caring for 
the carer.
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The fourth step, Wednesday 14th March, Elber 
Twomey spoke of her life experience.
For all who were present, this was extraordinary 
testimony – a young woman speaking of her 
journey through a tragedy where a suicidal 
driver caused the deaths of her entire family 
– her husband, eighteen month old Oisin, and 
unborn daughter. She spoke of anger and 
bitterness at the driver, the police, and God and 
how her faith was questioned, tested, needed, 
and purified in the incredible journey of the 
aftermath. Through her pain and tears, she 
explained that she misses them enormously but 
forgiveness, which does not deny responsibility 
or wrongdoing, begets empathy, peace, and 
compassion which enable you to go on living, 
even with tragedy. It is in faith that she hopes 
to meet them again. Tonight was an insight 
into what the Good Friday is all about. It is the 
Good News. To experience the Divine is to rest 
in God’s love while we have an experience of 
the Cross, an experience of freedom even in 
suffering and death. Brave is the first word that 
comes to mind with this woman.

The fifth step, Wednesday 21st March, our 
Bishop, Dermot Farrell, celebrated the Eucharist 
and spoke on the spirituality of Holy Week and 
Easter.
Calling us “Easter People” brought together 
the journey we have made, with the 
care, compassion, mindfulness and heroic 
forgiveness the previous speakers spoke of. 

Easter is our way of life as disciples of Christ 
who, as people of the Resurrection, live 
passionately and compassionately with and 
for each other, faithful to God, people and the 
earth itself. Anytime and everywhere we bring 
hope, find Jesus among the least, lift people 
up, we are living Easter. Jesus is the icon of our 
God, a privileged way of seeing God. Thank 
God we can see Jesus risen and alive for us 
today. It is sharing the power and enthusiasm 
of St Paul. Easter is the essence of our faith and 
defines who we are as God’s people. What 
sustains us is the invitation to live beyond our 
crucifixions.

The weather was unfortunate at times on the 
journey, but as Elber Twomey put it: if it helps 
one or two, it has been worthwhile.

Fr Peter McVerry

Senator Joan Freeman

Elber Twomey

Sr Stanislaus Kennedy

Bishop Dermot Farrell
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Another year; another Referendum! 
Yes. While some may feel they are 
cumbersome, most would agree that 
because the Constitution is so fundamental to 
the rule of law and to democracy, it is fitting 
that the people should have the final say on 
any proposed changes. 

We are returning to the issue of abortion. At this 
point, we may not know the exact proposals 
but the bottom line will be repealing the Eighth 
Amendment of the Constitution. What does it 
say? 
The Eighth Amendment was added to the 

Constitution by the people in 1983. It states:  
The State acknowledges the right to 
life of the unborn and, with due regard 
to the equal right to life of the mother, 
guarantees in its laws to respect, and, as 
far as practicable, by its laws to defend 
and vindicate that right.

There have been many changes in society 
since then.
Indeed, and there have been many difficult 
cases that have come before the courts. 
The X Case (1992), the C Case (1997), and 
most recently the  A, B and C v Ireland at 

the Eighth Amendment 
of the Irish Constitution

Michael Shortall

Give me a crash course in...
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the European Court of Human Rights (2010) 
tested the limits of the amendment. These 
led to further referendums and legislation. 
To consider the issue, the Government 
established a Citizen’s Assembly to make 
recommendations. 

So what is the Government proposing now? 
As you say, the exact details are about to be 
announced. But basically, they are proposing 
a new clause which will replace the Eight 
Amendment to empower the Oireachtas, if it 
so wishes, to enact legislation on abortion. 

And what then? 
Enabled by the constitution, the current 
recommendations by an All-Oireachtas sub-
committee suggest that the Government 
will legislate for unrestricted access to 
abortion for the first twelve weeks, by way 
of the GP medical system; and after twelve 
weeks, access to abortion will be facilitated 
in certain circumstances, such as so called 
fatal foetal abnormalities. Of course, 
without a Constitutional limit, it is possible 
for a Government to legislate for something 
different, either in the short term or the long 
term. 

That means the direct and final power of the 
people in any future debate on this issue will 
no longer be possible. This issue seems too 
important. 
I would agree. No matter what a person’s 
opinion may be on the issue, nearly everyone 
agrees about how important it is. I would 
suggest then that the final decision on any 
legal principle in this matter should always be 
left to the people. This proposal appears to 
remove, or at least side-line, that democratic 
right. 

And what about Abortion? 
As with all difficult law, the first thing to 
remember is that there are always real 
people at the centre, who are facing very 
difficult decisions indeed. At a minimum, there 
is the woman and her unborn, the father, and 
the medical practitioners. To find oneself 
considering an abortion is an attempt to deal 
with a personal crisis, sometimes quite tragic. 
How society responds then is vital. 

Some argue that this is about choice; they 
say, it doesn’t involve anyone else. Some say 
that it is about life; no one can deliberately 
take that away.
Certainly, freedom is important – but it is 
not the be-all-and-end-all. In a democratic 
society, every right must to be balanced 
against everyone else’s rights. Our choices 
are always limited by respecting the rights of 
others. One example is the right to life. While 
we are generally free to do what we want, 
at a minimum none of us are allowed to do 
anything that might harm another. What the 
Eight Amendment does is include the unborn 
within this network of rights and responsibilities.

Then repealing the Eight Amendment would 
give the Government the power to decide for 
the unborn when, under what circumstances, 
and indeed for whom, the right to life actually 
exists and so when they are to be protected. 
Yes. It means that the unborn would only have 
rights, and therefore be a recognised person 
in law, after twelve weeks or even longer in 
certain circumstances. Before that they would 
not be considered valuable by the law. 

But human value cannot be based on the law. 
Instead, the law should be based on human 
value. 
Absolutely. In fact, it is the basis of a truly just 
society. On becoming the new Bishop of 
Ossory, Dermot Farrell, said:

“In these days we are all very aware of 
the need to protect the life of every child 
in the womb. There is no such thing as a 
human life that has no value. However 
it is paradoxical and in some ways the 
ultimate delusion — to extinguish this 
most fundamental right of all, the right to 
life of the innocent child, in the name of 
personal and civil rights.”

The Constitution is an articulation of our basic 
values. Currently, it declares all life to be 
valuable, without exception. It calls on the 
Government and society to try to live up that 
responsibility.  A vital and necessary part is 
of this responsibly is surely the care of each 
and any mother in a crisis pregnancy. A real 
response is to provide resources of support 
and care.
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During this year we have an opportunity to 
celebrate our faith and the faith of our families 

as we prepare for the World Meeting of Families.

Gemma Mulligan

Implementing 
the Pastoral 

Plan

During the first year the focus was primarily 
on sharing the good news of our pastoral 
plan and the vision for our diocese as 
well as looking at different strands of the 
plan and how they can be implemented 
practically in parishes.  I am continuing to 
visit parishes meeting with parish pastoral 
councils and speaking at weekend 
masses and have been working with the 
three Deanery Pastoral Councils. 

In the autumn three new Deanery 
Pastoral Councils were formed with 
parish representatives from the Northern, 
Southern and Middle Deanery parishes as 
well as priests and religious representatives. 
The Deanery Pastoral Councils are a vital 
pathway in implementing our Diocesan 
Pastoral Plan and this year as they begin 
their work they have been asked to focus 
on two particular strands of our plan.

Strand 4: Liturgy:  To re-vitalise the 
celebration of Sunday Eucharist and 
the liturgies of Advent, Lent Easter and 

Christmas as participative, meaningful 
and spiritually nourishing

Strand 9: Nourishing faith: To support the 
work of Faith Renewal in the diocese, 
developing and enhancing what is 
already being done. To compliment and 
support the work of religious education 
and faith formation of children and young 
people.

It is hoped that during this coming year 
these strands can be lived out in our 
parishes against the backdrop of the 
World Meeting of Families which comes 
to Dublin Ireland in August 2018, using the 
resources provided by the World Meeting 
of Families and also from Adult Faith 
Development.

New Parish Pastoral Councils have also 
formed in Parishes during the past year 
and in recent months. Some beginning 
a new term and others beginning for 
the first time. A number of these parishes 

Year two of implementing a 
Pastoral Plan for Ossory is well 
under way; in fact we are 
into the second half of the 
second year since my work 
began as the coordinator. 



page 9

ossory timesMARCH 2018

have availed of training and planning 
evenings giving them a focus for the 
work ahead as they serve their parish. 
These evenings help members of the 
Parish Pastoral Council discern the role 
they play on their pastoral council and 
how best they can serve their parish 
and its needs. Like the Deanery Pastoral 
Councils the Parish Pastoral Council is 
a vital pathway in how our Diocesan 
Pastoral Plan is implemented.

Every time I visit a parish or meet with 
Parish Pastoral Councils I continue to 
be amazed at the wonderful people 
who give so much of their time to 
serve their parishes. Our Diocese is 
blessed with such dedicated gifted 
people who give hours of their lives 
every week to help keep their parishes 
alive and active. In every parish there 
are people who work quietly in the 
background and never seek praise or 
thanks, they serve because they love 
God and they love their Church. The 
Pastoral Plan is an invitation to us all 
of to participate in the future of our 
parishes and our diocese. I have written 
before about how the presence of 
Christ is so evident in the people I meet 
in parishes right across the diocese. 
Their commitment, their passion, their 
hospitality, their appreciation, their 
hope and expectation is so great. They 
understand that faith is something that 
must be lived and shared and handed 
on. 

During this year we have an opportunity 
to celebrate our faith and the faith of 
our families as we prepare for the World 
Meeting of Families. By focusing on our 
Pastoral Plan and in particular, Liturgy 
and Nourishing Faith as two strands of 
our Plan we can share the Joy of the 
Gospel with those in our wider parish 
communities and celebrate the gift of 
our faith with all who come to worship 
and all who wish to hear more about 
the good news.

OSSORY DIOCESAN 
PASTORAL PLAN

OSSORY DIOCESAN 

Pastoral Plan Coordinator 
gemmamulligan@ossory.ie

Web: www.ossory.ie

from
 people helping priests...

...to priests helping people
PARISHESPARISHESPARISHESPARISHESPARISHESPARISHES
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Sometime in 1887 James A. Cullen SJ, formerly a priest of the 
diocese of Ferns, got £1 and a room in Belvedere College to 
start the The Sacred Heart Messenger. 

MESSENGER 130 Years
Donal Neary SJ, Editor
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It quickly gained circulation at a penny a 
copy, becoming one of the most popular 
magazines in the country. The Messenger 
gave advice on everything from prayer to the 
breeding of good hens, and was referenced 
by Sean O’Casey and Edna O’Brien. A 
famous RTÉ comedy has: ‘a woman got so 
worked up at the meeting that her face was 
as red as the cover of The Messenger!’ We are 
proud to celebrate our 130th anniversary this 
year and pay tribute to Fr Cullen, later the first 
director of the Apostleship of Prayer in Ireland 
and founder of the Pioneer Total Abstinence 
Association. 

Bernard McGuckian SJ writes: ‘It is a source 
of great regret to many Jesuits and others 
that the diaries of Fr Cullen cannot be 
found. Fortunately they were still available to 
Lambert McKenna SJ, when he was writing 
the biography of Fr Cullen. These extensive 
diaries and writings, contain an account of the 
intimate struggles, hopes and dreams of this 
profoundly apostolic priest. What Fr McKenna 
did use of the volumes of his notes reveals that 
prayer was the predominant factor in the life 
of the man largely responsible for the spread 
of devotion to the Sacred Heart in Ireland.’ 

Our aim is still what it was then: ‘to spread 
the love of God in the heart of Jesus Christ’. 
We are committed to the Jesuit ideal of ‘a 
faith that does justice’, and to the hope of 
modelling a Church valuing its traditions and 
creating a new future. 

The Messenger has held its own in a time 
when magazine publishing is on somewhat 
of a decline. Due to the incredible work of 
our many promoters around Ireland, The 
Messenger has stayed consistently at the 
top end of magazines in Ireland – we sell 
over 50,000 print copies per month and it is 
read by twice that number! The Republic of 
Ireland subscription including post is at €30 (NI 
€£27). Subscription through a promoter is at 
€21 and an individual issue is €1.75. A digital 
edition is available at a cost of €15 per year. 
The website for orders is www.messenger.ie. 
We always need new subscribers and readers 
and you will find the May 2018 issue on sale in 
Dunnes Stores countrywide. 

Messenger readers, staff, promoters and 
authors are a sort of loose-knit community. 
We are more than a magazine; one reader 
said she keeps The Messenger in the car to 
keep her safe! People bring The Messenger 
often to the altar as a memorial at a funeral. 
Hundreds of letters each week bring us into 
the community of praying for each other and 
Mass is offered twice weekly for all connected 
with us. Our staff of thirteen – publisher, 
designers, publicity, finance management, 
packaging and reception as well as editors 
of the magazine and books –  are highly 
professional men and women with the future 
of The Messenger at heart. Our office phone 
and office space gives a chance to chat with 
us, ask for prayers and share some troubles. 

It has been a community of faith for 130 years. 
Our celebration Masses and Messenger Day 
in June will highlight this. We’re more than a 
magazine, we are a community of faith. Our 
community has always looked outward: in my 
student days we knew that offerings to The 
Messenger paid our college fees! One of the 
missions we support is the the Assam Jesuit 
mission where we have paid for the building 
of a school. 

Our book publishing has increased in recent 
years with books by well-known authors and 
the famous Fr Browne series of photographs.

The present editor is Donal Neary SJ, whose 
grandfather hailed from Vicar St, Kilkenny. He 
is ably assisted by Ms Cecilia West, Publisher. 
We pay tribute to many former editors and 
our many authors over the years.

To celebrate our 130 anniversary a special 
Mass will be celebrated in Portlaoise Church 
on April 15th at 3pm, followed by refreshments. 
The principal celebrant will be Bishop Denis 
Nulty. We send our best wishes and prayers 
to the new Bishop of Ossory, Bishop Dermot 
Farrell for his ministry in the diocese. 

Our predominant feeling this year is of 
gratitude, and offering the future in trust and 
hope to God. Please join us in this prayer as 
we place our trust in the future in God’s love, 
known in the Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ. 
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AFD parish evening for Lisdowney

You are my family
Eilis Costelloe

Members of the Lisdowney Parish Family 
came together in St Kieran’s College 
on March 21st to spend time in prayer, 
reflection, intercession and thanksgiving. 
In keeping with the World Meeting of 
Families, which takes place from August 
21st-26th, our theme this year centred 
around family and the “love that is 
experienced and nurtured in the daily life 
of couples and their children”.

We gathered in the beautiful chapel of St. 
Kieran’s which offered us an intimate and 
quiet space where we could come away 
for a time from the busyness of everyday 
life and rest in the presence of our loving 
Father. Unlike other years we entered 
through the front glass door thereby 
eliminating the need to mount the stone 
steps. As none of us were in our prime 
this was a matter of some importance! A 
member of the retreat team was also on 
hand to assist those who wished to take 
the lift from the back of the building.  Both 
the liturgy of the Word and the liturgy of 

the Eucharist took place in the chapel. 
This too was cited as a positive by those 
who attended.

We were warmly welcomed by the three 
retreat team members, Michelle, Lorraine 
and Aidan. The evening began with 
some singing led by Michelle which was 
uplifting and helped us ease into the spirit 
of the evening.

Aidan then gave us a short catechesis 
on the World Meeting of Families icon, 
copies of which were sent to every parish 
at Christmas for church and home. This 
Icon of the Holy Family, was written by 
iconographer Mihai Cucu, who comes 
from Romania. Mihai was assisted by the 
Redemptoristine Sisters of the Monastery 
of St Alphonsus, Iona Road, Dublin. It is 
truly a work of great beauty and captures 
the essence not alone of The Holy Family 
but of all our families as we try to live the 
gospel of love. The design of this icon 
takes the form of a triptych which looks, 

Availing of a 
diocesan service 

that is there for 
all parishes
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from the outside, somewhat like a house 
with front doors. On these outside doors, 
we are presented with the Archangels 
Michael (left) and Gabriel (right).They 
are guarding our homes and our families. 
On the base is the inscription “AMORIS 
LAETITIA”, ‘The Joy of Love’. 

When the doors of this icon are opened 
we see in the centre the Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph seated at table, 
sharing a meal and sharing their faith. 
Their faith was celebrated in their home. 
It is in our home that the reality of God-
with-us is communicated and passed on 
to future generations. On the left is the 
miracle of Jesus healing the daughter 
of Jairus and on the right is the Wedding 
Feast of Cana. All three sections reflect 
family life for all of us. We are no strangers 
to sickness, to moments of embarrassment 
or to sharing a meal. 

A lovely feature of the evening was the 
book of petitions for families into which 
we were invited to place out intentions. 
This book will remain in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel of the Cathedral 

where the intentions of all will be prayed 
for at all Masses. It will then travel to the 
World Meeting of Families in August to be 
included in the prayers of the entire world 
family.

Fr Coyle invited us to experience 
the love of God in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. This was followed by Mass 
during which we fully participated. In his 
homily, Fr Coyle spoke of God’s love for 
all humankind and reminded us that God 
is to be found in the ups and downs and 
in the bits and pieces of family life. Where 
there is love, there is God.

Following Mass we partook of tea and 
cakes and, of course, the all important 
chat around the table. All present went 
home renewed and refreshed in body, 
mind and spirit together with our ‘goddy 
bag’ which contained among other 
things that all important little bottle of 
holy water.We would like to thank the 
Adult Faith Development team and the 
retreat team who gave so generously of 
their time. We look forward to a return visit 
next year. D.V.

Lord, may we believe that you are 
communicating your love for us over and 
over again saying: ‘do not let your hearts 
be troubled; trust in God and trust in me’ 
(John:1).

Lisdowney Parish banner
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Churches are places of memories and of living 
where people gather

Albert McDonnell

Our churches 
Home of the Soul

During the Year of Faith in 
2013 Pope Benedict invited 
us to make a pilgrimage to 
the Church where we were 
baptised. It is a lovely thought 
– going on pilgrimage to the 
place where, as babies, we 
were carried by our parents so 
that water would be poured 
in the name of Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit and we would 
become immersed in the 
faith. Our parents doing for us 
what their parents had done 
for them - sharing that which 
is most precious to them, their 
faith, with those whom they 
love most, their children. 

LOCAL CHURCH MATTERS
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For many people, especially in rural 
Ireland the pilgrimage suggested by 
Pope Benedict would be a short journey. 
I have celebrated many funerals in the 
same Church where the deceased 
person had participated in Sunday Mass 
throughout their lives, where he/she had 
received the sacraments of baptism, 
first Holy Communion and sometimes 
even confirmation and marriage as well. 
The entire circle of life celebrated in 
one sacred place. For other people the 
location of these hallowed moments are 
shared between Churches but still sacred 
and celebrated.   

Churches are places of memories and 
of living where people gather to pray, 
to remember, to celebrate, to mourn, to 
seek guidance, help and consolation.  
People come to Church for the ordinary 
and for the extraordinary. Sunday Mass, 
a wedding, a months mind Mass, a 
quiet moment alone lighting a candle 
for a loved one on a weekday morning 
– all special moments. The circle of life 
orbiting the cycle of the liturgy. Advent, 
Christmas, Lent, Easter, Feast Days, 
Sundays, ordinary time and the changing 
colours punctuate the year. There is 
also the comforting familiarity of where 
people sit, the statues, holy water font, 
stained glass, candles, the sanctuary 
lamp, the choir, the liturgy, the prayer 
and the building itself. Then you have the 
social - the Sunday morning routine, the 
chat after Mass, the parish newsletter, 
the visitors during the summer. Memories, 
routine, celebration, all combining to 
create strong bonds that make our 
Churches the home of our soul.   
     
John O'Donohue left us a beautiful 
reflection on what our local Church 
means to us. 
“The place you have entered is called 
‘teach an phobail’, the house of the 
people, the place where a community 
gathers. Over the years the interior of 
this place has become threaded with 
the desires, intimacies and longing of 
the people who have gathered here. 

When one enters here, one does not 

simply enter a building; rather one enters 

unknowingly the gathered memory.… 

People have come into this house with 

burdens of heart that could find healing 

nowhere else in the world. They have 

come here for shelter when storms have 

unravelled every stitch of meaning from 

their lives. They have come too to give 

thanks for blessings and gifts received 

that they could never have earned.” 

(John O’ Donohue, Divine Beauty). 

One Saturday evening, I visited the 

Church of San Pietro in Vincoli in Rome 

to admire the Michelangelo sculpture. 

Coaches were parked outside and the 

guides instructed the tourists where to 

go, cameras at the ready. They rarely 

paused to pray. Later in the evening, 

a group of mostly elderly women from 

the apartments nearby reclaimed their 

Church. They had no cameras, their 

memories were not digital but in their 

hearts. Their focus was not on renaissance 

masterpieces but on the genius of God’s 

love reflected in His people.       

Ireland has 2,652 Catholic churches. Very 

few of them attract tourists, yet each 

one is treasured by the people who 

regard it as their church. Each of us were 

carried into our church  by our parents for 

baptism. At the end of life, the situation 

is reversed as children carry their parent 

on their shoulders into their Church for 

their final visit. Sacred moments in a 

place consecrated by the many, many 

hallowed moments in between.  

Perhaps, Pope Benedict’s suggestion of 

a pilgrimage to our place of baptism, a 

quiet prayer by the font where we were 

immersed in the faith, might be something 

we could do this summer. 
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Chris Hayden

Intercom is a monthly magazine published on 
behalf of the Irish Bishops Conference.

Intercom Magazine

It is aimed at all those engaged in, or 
interested in, the day-to-day life of the Irish 
church. The magazine’s subtitle, A Catholic 
Pastoral and Liturgical Resource, captures 
its aim and purpose. As a liturgical resource, 
it includes prayers and reflections which 
can help priests, readers, musicians and 
liturgical planners to prepare for Sundays 
and Holy Days. It also includes a page of 
prayers for each month, and it follows the 
liturgical seasons of the year. In this regard, 
Intercom is a specific resource, targeted 
at those who have particular roles in the 
liturgy.
Intercom is also a general pastoral resource, 
and as anyone engaged in pastoral work 
knows, this is a very broad area. The content 
of Intercom is pitched at what might be 

described as the ‘general practitioner’ in 
the area of pastoral theology, scripture, 
faith and culture, history, spirituality, social 
concern, etc. The overall intention is to offer 
material that will assist the church’s mission, 
while at the same time stimulating thought 
regarding new and fresh approaches to 
that mission.

As a monthly publication, and one which 
needs to be distributed quite early so as to 
be useful to liturgical planners, Intercom 
in not in a position to offer up-to-date 
coverage of church-related news. This, 
if anything, is a strength, as it frees the 
magazine from the need to follow and 
react to every unfolding story, and instead 
to attend to the broad issues facing the Irish 

A Catholic Pastoral and Liturgical Resource • November 2017

Catholic Bioethics

David Mullins

Martin Luther:

500 Years on

Bishop Brendan Leahy

‘Be still and know that I am God.’ (Psalm 46:10)

INTERCOM
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ACN Ireland

A Catholic Pastoral and Liturgical Resource • April 2018

‘It is necessary to affirm our solid opposition to any direct offense against life.’ (Pope Francis)

INTERCOM
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Fr Tom Norris and

Declan O'Brien

Formation of
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Maria Hall
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of God
Fr Billy Swan

A Catholic Pastoral and Liturgical Resource

February 2018

‘He led them to the haven they desired.’

(Psalm 107:30)

INTERCOM

Thoughts from a

Jean Vanier

Retreat

Fr Niall Ahern

Accord 
Pre-Marriage

Courses

Anne Coleman

The Icon for World

Meeting of

Families 2018

Fr Damien McNeice
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church. In this sense, Intercom is a proactive 
rather than a reactive publication.

There are some core strands to the 
magazine’s proactive mission; topics which 
are, or need to be, front and centre in 
the mission, planning and resourcing of 
the Irish church at this time in our history. 
Perhaps the most important of these is 
evangelization or, more accurately, re-
evangelization. Intercom is trying to keep 
the church’s project of re-evangelization 
present to its readers, by offering regular 
input from pastors, theologians and young 
Catholics, and by including relevant titles in 
its book reviews. 

A related but distinct subject is apologetics, 
the commending and defending of 
the faith, which is a necessary part of 
presenting the Good News in a disaffected 
and substantially post-Christian culture. The 
magazine periodically runs items in support 
of the church’s apologetic task. 

The concern for social justice must be an 
element of any credible proclamation of 
the Gospel, and Intercom carries regular 
items which focus on the work of those 

who are engaged with the poor and the 
marginalized in our society. 

In recent years there has been a welcome 
focus on inservice training and upskilling. 
This has been seen in the priesthood and 
in many other occupations. Intercom is 
seeking to offer clergy and pastoral workers 
resources for their ongoing formation. From 
time to time, the magazine includes short 
items on the state of current scholarship in 
a variety of relevant areas, and annotated 
bibliographies which encourage readers 
to deepen their knowledge of areas of 
pastoral concern.

Pope Saint John Paul II said that the Church 
is an ‘expert in humanity.’ Intercom tries 
to reflect something of this insight in its 
openness to a broad range of cultural 
interests, in its service of the mission of the 
Irish church.

The magazine has a website, www.
intercommagazine.ie. There, you will find 
information regarding subscriptions, which 
can be made for the print and/or digital 
versions of the magazine.

A Catholic Pastoral and Liturgical Resource

February 2018

‘He led them to the haven they desired.’

(Psalm 107:30)

INTERCOM
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Life
Rev Roy Cooper
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INTERCOM
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Fr Paul Murphy

A Catholic Pastoral and Liturgical Resource • March 2018

‘The person who sings prays twice’ (St Augustine)
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Oisín Walsh

Biblical
Apologetics

Terence Crotty OP
A New Pro-Life

Resource 
Choose Life 2018



page 18

ossory times MARCH 2018

These very local places of pilgrimage create a 
different dimension to prayer and spirituality.

Martin Delaney

Mass Pit and Mass Path 
Memory and Celebration

I am reminded of the somewhat cynical 
remark made by someone a few years 
ago when he said “it’s well for those who 
can afford to say their prayers abroad”. It 
was a comment on the many thousands 
of Irish people who every year travel to 
places of pilgrimage like Lourdes, Fatima, 
Medugorje, Rome, The Holy Land and 
The Camino. Of course thousands more 
do stay closer to home as they climb 

Croagh Patrick, spend a few nights on 
Lough Derg or travel in busloads to Knock. 
Others prefer to stay even closer to home 
as they visit holy wells and smaller shrines. 
These very local places of pilgrimage 
create a different dimension to prayer 
and spirituality. The gatherings recall 
local faith history and tell the story in a 
much more intimate and personal way.
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On the Feast of the Assumption last 
summer I experienced such a local 
gathering and it affirmed and celebrated 
my faith as much as any pilgrimage I have 
made to the great shrines of the world. 
The local story is all important and in our 
case it was all about a roof!! During the 
eighteenth century the only place Mass 
was celebrated in Rathdowney parish 
was a Mass Pit in the corner of a big field 
in the townland of Graigueavalla. The 
Mass Pit did have a fairly simple church 
building. Towards the end of the century 
when things got better for the Catholic 
community the local Parish Priest was 
given an acre of land to build a new 
church about two miles from the Mass 
Pit. Building work began immediately but 
when the walls were built there were no 
funds to roof the new chapel. Resourceful 
local men decided to lift the roof from the 
building in the Mass Pit and carried it the 
two miles “whole and intact” and placed 
it on the walls of the new church at 
Grogan. Grogan then became the main 
place of worship in our parish for a further 
two hundred years. One of the great 
local features is the “Mass Path” which 
led to Grogan. Countless generations of 
Mass-goers arrived on foot, on bicycles or 
by pony and trap and then walked the 
mile long Mass Path together. Before the 
opening words of the Mass were uttered 
the Gathering Rites were well under way 
along the Mass Path. 

The evening of the Feast turned out to be 
a balmy summer evening as our parish 
revisited this unique chapter of our local 
Faith Story. We gathered in the Mass Pit in 
Graigueavalla for a Sprinkling Rite to recall 
our Baptism. Then we began the two mile 
walk, again carrying the “roof” which this 
time was going to form a canopy over 
a new altar at Grogan. Along the way 
we paused at the beginning of The Mass 
Path as Liam Lawton sang his haunting 
piece “For all those whom we remember 
there will always be a place….” Almost 
six hundred locals and our diaspora 
walked the path of our ancestors, many 
of them carrying a memory card, a rosary 

or some other symbol of those who have 
gone before us marked with the sign of 
faith, a faith they passed on to us. The 
Mass in Grogan that evening was full of 
memory, emotion and celebration... Do 
This in Memory of Me... absolutely!

The Mass Path 
(by local poet Andrew Dowling RIP)

A winding way through meadows sweet
A course shaped out by faithful feet
Though centuries long have flown
That beaten track at once will tell
It bore the people when the bell
Called them to God’s dear home

A narrow road amongst the trees
Mid summer’s sun and winter’s breeze
The fervent people come
The old go slow, the young run fast
Until their goal is reached at last
The gates of God’s own home

That cherished path, that sacred way
Was formed by those who went to pray,
Beneath the sacred dome
Through stiles and turns and o’er the hill
It guides the hopeful, faithful still
And Leads them to his home.

No man can bar this ancient pass
That led to prayer and Holy Mass
O’er bog and land and stone.
We cherish dear that memory still
Of the pathway up Rathsaran Hill
To a church we called our own

The winter’s past the summer’s gone
That Pass saw youth to age pass on
Unto the Great Unknown
That winding way going o’er the hill
May serve the happy faithful still
And gain eternal home.
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Ellie Peters, 2nd Year, Loreto Secondary School

A Church and Faith
for our Generation

I entered this world on Thursday July 10th 2003 to 

loving, caring parents and to become a little sister 

to my big sister who was two years and two months. 

Beyonce’s “Crazy in Love” was number one on this 

day and this sums up how my parents, grandparents 

and sister felt and still feel today!!

I became a member of the Church on Saturday 

23rd August 2003 in the Church of the Most Holy 

Trinity, Dunmore, Kilkenny and was christened Ellie 

Mai Peters by Fr Frank Purcell. The most Reverend 

Laurence Forristal was the Bishop of Ossory at the 

time of my birth and he retired in 2007. Bishop 

Seamus Freeman was appointed by Pope Benedict 

XVI in 2007 and so he confirmed me in St Canice’s 

Church on Saturday 23rd April that year.  Bishop 

Freeman retired in 2016 and Monsignor Dermot 

Farrell has been appointed Bishop-Elect by Pope 

Francis.  Monsignor Dermot Farrell will be ordained 

on Sunday 11th March in St Mary’s Cathedral 

Kilkenny. I wish him well and welcome him to 

Kilkenny.

The Diocese of Ossory has a population of 

approximately 85,000. There are 42 Catholic 

parishes and 89 churches served by 58 priests…. 

wow! The Ossory Times covers great stories from the 

42 parishes and I look forward to every publication, 

glancing though it to see what is going on, looking at 

pictures and solving the puzzles on the back page.  

This is a great way to bring the Diocese together. I 

like it as it includes stuff for younger people too.  The 

patron Saint of the Diocese of Ossory is St Kieran. 

I think I was a week old when my parents started 

bringing me to Mass, it wasn't that hard as we live 

straight across the road from the church. We sat at 

the back in those days in case we had to make a 

quick exit and also not to disturb others.  My mother 

called it “The Creche”. 

Over the years I made my way from the very back of 

the church to the front where I was involved in altar-

serving. I started serving Mass after i received my 

first Holy Communion on May 6th 2012.  I continued 

serving up until last year when i had to give it up 

as it clashed with county camogie training! I loved 

my time serving and our church sacristan Marian 

and the parish priests were, and are, so supportive 

and didn't mind if we made mistakes. We now sit 

midway up the church on the right side when you 

enter the church, like creatures of habit…

I always feel better in myself after going to Mass, 

I feel at peace if even for just a short while after.  

Everyone is always happy and our community is 

friendly and welcoming and after Mass is a great 

DIOCESE OF OSSORY
SCHOOL ESSAY COMPETITION

Junior Essay Winner, receives an iPad for her winning entry

Also highly commended: 
Conor Burke, 1st Year, CBS Kilkenny
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time to have a chat with others even if its only a few 

words while walking out together. 

Our church in Dunmore is part of St John’s Parish 

which has the  main church on the Dublin Road 

in Kilkenny and a Church in Johnswell. We come 

together when there are big events and all three 

churches are represented fairly. We have three 

priests in our parish - Fr Frank Purcell, Fr Brian 

Griffin and Fr Lorcan Moran.  They are all so nice 

and welcome everyone and make people feel 

that they are wanted and they always thank the 

congregation for their participation and support.  

At events like Christmas the priests, or Marian, 

might go and ask a child to carry the baby Jesus 

to the crib or at advent a different child is asked to 

light the candle at the beginning of mass and this 

involves children which makes them so happy and 

special. 

Being involved in my church gave my sister a great 

opportunity last year to travel with the diocesan 

pilgrimage to Lourdes, this was an experience of a 

lifetime for her.  One she says she will never forget 

and if she had not been in our church she wouldn't 

have been chosen, as only six lucky girls from our 

school get to go each year.  I’ll keep my fingers and 

toes crossed for this one as well. 

Religion is not just for learning, it is for living. Being 

involved in the church also gained my sister her Aim 

High Award. I’m looking forward to achieving my 

Aim High Award when they time comes as well.  

The Aim high Award is non-competitive, flexible and 

voluntary and my sister felt a sense of contentment 

and fulfilment on achieving it - again without being 

involved in our church we would not have known 

about this. For her Transition Year she helped out 

and became junior assistant Sacristan in which she 

assisted the Sacristan to set up the church before 

Mass, to clear everything away after Mass and 

to go in regularly for a general cleaning blitz. She 

also become familiar with the correct name of 

the vessels.  She loved her involvement and was 

greatly appreciated by the parish leaders. This 

award enables you to become more involved in 

the life of your parish and community which I feel 

is so important as sometimes I feel I have to be 40 

before i have to wait to use my gifts.  A lot of people 

don't feel a sense of belonging in Church, they think 

it is for older people.  Older people need younger 

people so they can be reminded of the vigour and 

enthusiasm of youth. 

To get the young people involved, it is important 

that they are not just spectators of adults but full 

participants doing mass. The youth are the future 

of the church and the church needs the youth and 

youth need the church.  If youth are segregated, 

the church loses all they have to teach them and 

this inadvertently teaches youth that the church is 

only for adults.  Young people also need to be with 

older people so that they can be guided by mature 

Christians with experience. The benefit of young 

people being involved in Mass is that young people 

are more likely to stay on past their teenage years. 

Young people need an active part to feel part of 

the church and need to be asked directly to do 

a specific roll. Young people love to help and I 

remember back to my First Holy Communion and 

Confirmation we all wanted to be picked for a job 

on the day. Altar serving is in my opinion an age-

specific ministry so it is important for both the Church 

and the young person that to be involved in a multi-

age church they are included un included in other 

ministries such as - reading, prayers of the faithful, 

communion reflections, handing out leaflets, 

gathering the mass booklets, helping the sacristan, 

doing up rotas and joining the choir. If they don't 

feel involved then it is usually at this point that so 

many young people stop going to church. Young 

people won't put themselves forward as it might not 

be the ‘cool’ thing to do.  Youth need respect and 

encouragement and a small bit of praise for their 

performance. A simple thing like addressing them 

by name and it will keep them coming back as they 

feel important.    

I think every so often if the church could bring it 

back to the basics using church principles eg. the 

ten commandments, how many adults remember 

these? Other facilities that are offered to you but 

could possibly be more promoted are - Ossory 

Youth, No-Name Club and Foróige.

Wrapping it up, I would suggest that children and 

youth are asked to participate during a monthly 

Mass in some way so that it doesn't become a 

children's Mass but a multi-age Msass to include 

all.  I am delighted to be a member of the Catholic 

Church.

Junior Essay Winner, receives an iPad for her winning entry
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“Even youths grow tired and weary, and young 

men stumble and fall; but those who HOPE in the 

lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings 

like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they 

will walk and not be faint.”

� Isaiah 40: 28-31

 

Young people are capable of amazing feats of 

courage, fortitude and strength with many having 

supreme faith in their abilities to overcome obstacles 

through the trials and tribulations of life. One does 

not have to be a champion in sport, achieve 625 

points or be fluent in five languages to be a good 

person. Young people all over Ireland and the world 

can show strength by keeping a door open for an 

elderly person, doing their chores or helping out 

in their local community and parish. My faith and 

parish mean a lot to me as they give my life purpose, 

hope and friendships. It is the people who make a 

parish whether that be young or old and contribute 

in a multitude of ways to adding to the Irish way 

of life which is synonymous the world over. In my 

parish of St Patrick’s in Kilkenny, all the traits needed 

for a community to flourish are plentiful including 

team-work, co-operation and communication. 

Friendships which are formed in Junior Infants last 

a lifetime even in this globalized world. Easter and 

Christmas celebrations have added significance 

in recent years as families reunite after sons and 

daughters having spent significant time away from 

home from Adelaide to Zanzibar return home to 

their local parishes to celebrate the birth of Jesus 

with their friends and families. Ireland is unique 

in this regard as the intimate bond with peoples' 

local parish is tremendously strong proving almost 

impossible to leave forever as signified by the 

resonance of home to the Irish diaspora the world 

over.

 

Parish in 21st Century Ireland is a complex, difficult 

and fast-changing concept. The proliferation of the 

internet has continually challenged the concept of 

parish with the “world at our fingertips” mentality 

leading to an abhorrent attack on parish across 

the first world in particular. My generation are 

prominently affected in that social media and 

console gaming have lead to the younger masses 

becoming less reliant on face-to-face contact and 

increasingly dependent on the internet for daily life. 

The impact has been felt across both cities and rural 

areas with depression, isolation and homelessness. 

The recent weather events in Ireland have shown 

that we are all reliant on each other for survival. 

Indeed, parish spirit and it’s enablement through 

Government, Church and community based 

DIOCESE OF OSSORY
SCHOOL ESSAY COMPETITION

A Church and Faith
for our Generation

Senior Essay Winner, receives an iPad for his winning entryShane Guilfoyle, Sixth Year, St Kieran’s College

Also highly commended: 
Josh McHugh, 6th Year, CBS Kilkenny



page 23

ossory timesMARCH 2018

initiatives is essential to empower and regenerate 

the parochial spirit which is inherent in the Irish 

psyche.

 

Ineffectual Government policy by successive 

leaders has led to the Church and the Irish people 

providing essential services such as the Peter 

McVerry trust and other charity groups appearing 

all over the country with fundraising activities 

taking place all over Ireland which are powered 

by younger generations who feel like they have 

been failed and forgotten about. Social inequalities 

which have become more pronounced since the 

economic downturn must be tackled from the 

bottom-up as we cannot rely on support from the 

top-down. As an educated and driven young 

population we must tackle issues at the local level 

within local parishes and communities so that the 

weak and vulnerable members of our society are 

shown love and compassion.

 

In today’s society young people care a lot about 

what others think of them, they often want to do 

what their friends are doing because they are 

afraid of standing out or being different. I feel young 

people are also under peer pressure by their friends. 

This can lead to young people making bad choices 

early in life and the results of these choices will 

follow them for the rest of their lives. This issue should 

be addressed when working with young people in 

the church. Teenagers are under pressure to start 

drinking from a young age this pressure comes 

from their friends. I think it would be beneficial to let 

young people know its okay to not do what all their 

friends are doing and they are allowed to say no. 

They should be told it doesn’t make them look weak 

or weird to not follow the crowd and be different. 

Young people may also experience pressure from 

the media to look a certain way and this is a false 

image of normal people that they are given. This is 

a big issue in this generation, as young people strive 

to meet these impossible standards. In my opinion 

group meetings to help young at risk kids would be 

a very good idea and would benefit the children 

because as they get older they will soon start to feel 

the pressure of the world and if they learn to deal 

and ignore this pressure at a young age they will be 

able to use the same skills they used as kids when 

they grow up.

 

Young people aren’t as involved in the local 

churches this generation. The problem is that parents 

are under pressure in work or other things and aren’t 

too pushed about going to Mass this impacts the 

children and influences them negatively, parents 

have the biggest impact on their children as they 

are the first people their children know, children 

look up to their parents and can see them as their 

heroes. Young people also don’t understand the 

importance of Mass, they feel it may be too long 

and they can struggle to find the time out of their 

lives to go to mass. Young people are positively 

impacted by the church when they decide to 

become altar boys and girls. This teaches young 

people how important the church is to people, they 

are also given the responsibility and privilege of 

helping the priest during mass. This teaches young 

people respect and how to behave in certain 

situations. These people act more morally mature 

at a younger age than those who don’t participate 

in their church. This has a very beneficial impact 

on the youth in our communities. I would highly 

recommend more children to be encouraged 

to become altar boys and girls, more information 

should be provided to families with young children 

on how their children can get involved.

 

A positive influence I have obtained from being part 

of my local church is learning to be nice and caring 

towards others. We are told that Jesus was friends 

and shared meals with the outcasts in society I felt 

this was very important because this has taught 

me that everyone has feelings and people can be 

hurt mentally very easily. The ten-commandments 

are like a set of rules of how we should live our life. 

The church teaches us these rules and they also 

show us how we can make these rules part of our 

life. Our faith is strengthened by this and we can 

develop morally as human beings as a result. The 

ten-commandments can also give our life meaning 

as many Christians struggle to understand their 

meaning in life; everyone likes to think they have 

a meaning in life. I sometimes used to worry about 

my meaning in life and wondered was I fulfilling my 

full intentions as God had planned for me. No one 

wants to feel they are not living to their full potential. 

Nobody likes to under achieve, I learned from the 

church that humans are capable of so much and 

we can do anything we want if we put in the time 

and effort. I feel this is the most important lesson 

any young person can be taught. No matter what 

people say or think of you we are all capable of 

anything all we have to do is put our mind down 

to it.

Senior Essay Winner, receives an iPad for his winning entry
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Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist

Kathleen Seaver

A course of preparation for those in 
our Diocese to be commissioned as 
Extraordinary Ministers of The Eucharist 
was held in St Kieran's College on 
February 17th and 24th 2018. Those 
currently serving as ministers were also 
invited, and thankfully a good number 
attended. The course was organised by 
the diocesan Faith Development Group 
and this course included some theology, 
reflection, and the all important practical 
preparation.

On the first gathering Rev Dr Michael 
Shortall, (Lecturer in Moral Theology 
Maynooth University) was introduced 
by St Kieran's College President Rev Dr 
Dermot Ryan and Ossory Adult Faith 
Development. Dr Michael delivered 
a most interesting talk about giving 
and receiving holy communion as an 
expression of our care. He explained, 
in an easily understood and engaging  
manner the order of the mass, the Coming 
(introductory rite), the Listening (Liturgy 
of the Word), the Doing (Liturgy of the 
Eucharist) and the Going  (Concluding 
Rite) .He unpacked the Eucharist  as 
binding theology with God and us with 
each other. 

The most important and essential factor 
should be that what happens inside 
during Mass must be taken outside to 

all those that we encounter on a daily 
basis - this is the real key of Eucharist. 
The Eucharistic ministry is a privilege and 
must be treated with the utmost respect. 
We must, then, give of ourselves to one 
another outside of Mass also. Fr Kieran  
O'Shea (curate St Mary's Cathedral) 
gave a beautiful reflection on the “Road 
to Emmaus” (St Luke 24) and linked it to 
the celebration of the Eucharist in our 
communities today.

The second session, a week later, was led 
by Dr Aoife Mc Grath (Lecturer in Pastoral 
Theology Maynooth University). Aoife give 
an interesting talk on Ministry of Eucharist 
as a ministry of accompaniment - showing 
how it is that in breaking bread with 
others we also partake in the story of their 
life and they in ours. Ken Maher (Deputy 
Principal St Kieran's College), who is a 
Minister of the Eucharist in his own parish, 
explained practical instructions and 
guidelines concerning the Eucharistic 
Ministry. New Ministers, as always found 
this most helpful and reassuring. 

The course was run in a relaxed friendly 
manner with tea and coffee breaks 
between sessions. A most spiritual and 
informative training experience for all 
involved, as we prepared to start or 
simply continue our ministry within, and 
as we were reminded, outside the Mass.

Course of Preparation
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Ordination of 
Dermot Farrell

Bishop of Ossory
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Michael Doyle, Lord Mayor; Lieutenant 
Commander Patricia Butler,  Aide de 
Camp to President Michael D. Higgins; 
Cardinal Sean Brady; Archbishop Jude 
Okolo; Apostolic Nuncio; brother Bishops; 
members of the County Councils of Laois 
and Kilkenny; my brothers and sisters; my 
family and friends.

Thank you for coming to Kilkenny this 
afternoon to be with the Church in Ossory 
on this very special occasion.
All across the Diocese, people have 
prayed over many months for the 
selection of a new Bishop. They asked the 

Lord to help them find someone to lead 
with vision for our future, understanding 
for our present and with compassion 
for our past. This was a sincere prayer 
for a daunting task. Today, I stand here 
before you more than aware of my own 
inadequacies.  But you and I also stand 
before God, who is our hope and our 
help. 

When I think of the responsibilities and 
duties that lie ahead I am comforted by 
the words of Saint Augustine in a sermon 
he preached on the anniversary of his 
ordination. He told his people: “Believe 

Words of Welcome 
of Bishop Dermot Farrell 
at his Ordination as Bishop of Ossory
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me, brothers and sisters, that if what I am 
for you frightens me, what I am with you 
reassures me.  For you, I am bishop; with 
you I am a Christian.” (Vobis enim sum 
episcopus, vobiscum sum Christianus—
Sermon 340.1) The role of a bishop is to 
be a father to his people, a brother to his 
priests, and a witness of Jesus Christ to the 
world.  Augustine was not only a great 
theologian, preacher and administrator; 
Augustine was also a great pastor. He 
worked to serve his people, to shepherd 
them. His whole life as a bishop and 
teacher, can be summed up when he 
says “it seems to me that one must bring 

people back... to the hope of finding the 
truth.”  Today’s Liturgy captures this reality 
in the phrase “doing what is true.” (John 
3:21).  Words alone are not enough; love 
has to show itself in action. That’s the 
vocation of everyone, particularly of the 
bishop. 

The greatest day in the life a bishop is not 
his ordination, but his baptism, the day 
of his mission to live the Christian life in 
obedience to the gospel.  Laity, bishops 
and priests share in the one baptism and 
the one mission to witness to the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.  The success of this 
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mission rests in God. Like Mary, the Mother 
of the Lord, we have to find our place 
in God's story.  I entrust my episcopal 
ministry, from its very beginning today, 
to the motherly care of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, and 
patroness of this Cathedral.  

Today is Mother’s Day.  It is a particular 
joy that my own mother, Carmel, is with us 
here today.  I thank God for the gift that 
she has been to me, and to my sisters and 
brother all throughout our lives.  She and 
my late father, Dermot, gave us our lives, 
and life itself—the most precious gift of 
all.  I give thanks to God for this ultimate 
gift without which nothing else is possible. 

In these days we are all very aware of the 
need to protect the life of every child in 
the womb.  There is no such thing as a 
human life that has no value.  However 
it is paradoxical and in some ways the 
ultimate delusion—to extinguish this most 
fundamental right of all, the right to life 
of the innocent child, in the name of 
personal and civil rights.  May the Lord 
open our eyes to see the image of God 
in every child, at every stage of their lives. 

Coming to Kilkenny, I’m conscious of the 
wonderful work accomplished here over 
the generations, to offer a life with dignity 
to every person in our communities.  
Today, it is surely not an impossible dream 
to hope that no person, particularly 
no child, in this country would be left 
homeless or go to bed hungry.  I am 
thinking not only of those in hotel rooms, 
but also of our immigrants in detention 
centres and direct provision—every one 
of them precious to God (see Jonah 
4:11).  With more than 3,000 children in 
this country who have no place they can 
call their home, with families who do not 
have a front door to call their own, who 
have no family table -- do we not have 
an obligation to call those in political 
leadership, who hold power and carry 
responsibility, to act with urgency, for the 
wellbeing of our sisters and brothers?

I am grateful to His Excellency, Archbishop 
Jude Okolo, the Apostolic Nuncio to 
Ireland, for his kindness in recent days of 
preparation, and for his presence with us 
today.  Archbishop Okolo, of course, is not 
the first Papal Nuncio to grace Kilkenny 
with his presence.  Archbishop Rinuccini 
came to bring the support of the universal 
Church at a time of great change and 
challenge in our country.  Archbishop, 
please convey our gratitude to our Holy 
Father, Pope Francis, for the ministry 
of unity that he humbly and faithfully 
performs for all amid the contradictions 
of the world.  

To His Grace Archbishop Diarmuid 
Martin, Archbishop of Dublin, I express 
gratitude for ordaining me a Bishop 
today.  Throughout my years working in 
St Patrick’s College, Maynooth - of which 
he is a Trustee - and more recently in 
preparation for today, he has been most 
supportive and fraternal.  I look forward 
to collaborating with you and my brother 
Bishops. 

I want to express my thanks to emeritus 
Bishops Seamus Freeman and Laurence 
Forristal, and particularly to Monsignor 
Michael Ryan, Diocesan Administrator, 
for the past twenty months.  He graciously 
fulfilled this role in addition to his own parish 
duties.  I cannot adequately express 
my thanks to Bishop Michael Smith.  In 
working with him through practically 
all of my priestly life, my vocation has 
been strengthened and enriched.  His 
love for the Church, his fidelity of service, 
his example of prayerfulness and his 
availability to both priests and people 
has inspired me and will continue to do 
so.

We are grateful today for the presence 
of ecumenical leaders, especially Bishop 
John Neill and Rev. Paul Maxwell; may we 
make our own those words of the Letter 
to the Ephesians: that the gifts God gives 
us may equip us for the work of service, 
for building up the Body of Christ, until all 
of us come to the unity of the faith and 
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of the knowledge of the Son of 
God (Eph 4:11–13). 

My thanks to the Monsignor 
Kieron Kennedy, Administrator 
of the Cathedral, the stewards, 
and the staff of the Diocesan 
Office for all they have done 
for this Liturgy. I express my 
gratitude to Father Dan 
Cavanagh for his thought-
provoking homily. I thank the 
choir, the cantors and the 
Music Director, Father Richard 
Scriven. Music in the Liturgy is 
not just to entertain us; great 
music will always take us to 
the silence of the mystery from 
which it comes.

For almost 38 years I have 
been a priest of the Diocese of 
Meath.  To have been a priest 
in that that Diocese is a matter 
of great pride for me. Those 
priests who have faithfully 
served and are serving there 
taught me how to be a priest. 
I count on your prayers in the 
years ahead.  

I welcome the priests, religious, 
and laity of the Diocese of 
Ossory.  I look forward to your 
ongoing collaboration and 
support as we continue to serve 
the people of our Diocese.  Let 
us never forget that the Holy 
Spirit dwells deeply in the heart 
of every person (see Rom 8:15, 
Gal 4:6).  May we live out of 
this mystery!  May the Holy Spirit 
make of us a temple of living 
stones (1Pet 2:5), the Body of 
Christ throughout the world 
(1Cor 12:27). May God who 
has begun this good work in us 
bring it to completion.

As we follow Christ, 
may we look to the past 

with gratitude…
may we live the present 

with passion…
may we embrace the future 

with hope.

(after a prayer of  Pope Francis) 

Dermot Farrell 
Bishop of  Ossory 

11th March 2018 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD
Catacombs of  Santa Priscilla

Rome
(3rd Century AD)
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The tone of our celebration today is set 
by the wonderful Gospel we have heard.
‘Yes, God loved the world so much that 
he gave his only Son’  As you said to us 
here, Dermot, in January, ‘Like Mary’s 
decision at the Annunciation and most 
major decisions in life, being called to be 
a bishop is a step into an unknown world’. 
All leaders begin by taking a step into the 
unknown. It was ever so. What sustains 
them is their trust in God and in his 
Providence and the support and the care 
of their friends. So Dermot we hope, that 
as you leave your Parish of Dunboyne, 
your Diocese of Meath, your friends and 
colleagues and begin your journey with 
us, that you will be able to trust us, your 
new friends and colleagues and that you 
will settle here and be happy. 

The story of Alexander the Great is an 
example of trust and friendship. ‘In 336 
B.C. the Young Alexander went to his 
sister’s wedding. During the wedding 
his father, King Philip of Macedon, was 
poisoned. It was thought that he was 
poisoned by the agents of the King of 
Persia. Alexander thought, ‘I may well 
be next’ so he hit the road with his army. 
He was twenty years of age. He was very 
popular with the army but during the 
campaign he became violently ill. 
No doctor would touch him because the 
army would kill any doctor if he failed to 
cure Alexander. Travelling with Alexander 
was a young doctor named Philip, who 
was a friend and companion of Alexander. 
Philip said he would treat Alexander and 
he went to his tent to mix medicine. While 
he was mixing the medicine a letter was 
delivered to Alexander saying that the 

young doctor was in the pay of the King 
of Persia. The letter said that Doctor Philip 
had been paid to poison Alexander. 
When the doctor came to Alexander’s 
tent and gave Alexander the cup of 
medicine, Alexander took the cup from 
Dr. Philip. He handed the letter he had 
received to Philip and then proceeded 
to drink the contents of the cup as Philip 
read the message. Alexander was cured. 
He trusted his young friend Philip. He 
trusted him because Philip was his friend 
and he trusted that Philip wanted the 
same things as he did.  

We pray, Dermot, that you will trust our 
friendship and that as we work together 
you will find that we want what you 
want for our Diocese. We thank you for 
taking on the challenge of becoming 
our bishop. What Cardinal Bernadin of 
Chicago once said to his priests, I say 
on behalf of all of us. ‘Dermot, our lives 
and ministries are mingled together 
through the breaking of the Bread and 
the blessing of the Cup. Your name 
will be part of every Eucharistic Prayer 
celebrated in the Diocese. We will work 
together, mourn and rejoice together, 
despair and hope together, dispute and 
be reconciled together. You are our 
brother, fellow priest and bishop’. And for 
today we call you Dermot, primus inter 
pares, first among equals. Our shared 
love and trust in the providence of God 
is the bond between us. 

Pope Francis tells us, Jesus Christ not 
just trusts us, he loves us. And he goes 
on, ‘on the lips of the minister the first 
proclamation must ring out over and 

Homily Notes
Very Rev. Dan Cavanagh, PP Rosbercon, 
at the Ordination Mass of 
Dermot Farrell as Bishop of Ossory
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over: ‘Jesus Christ loves you; he gave 
his life to save you; and now he is living 
at your side every day to enlighten, 
strengthen and free you’’. 

The question for each one of us from the 
four corners of the Diocese, gathered 
here, is what does that love of Christ feel 
like in the marrow of our bones? As people 
of God in Ossory, how do we express that 
love? Today’s gospel proclaims, ‘the one 
who lives by the truth Comes out into the 
light’. Gospel love means living the truth 
and coming into the light.  

Dermot, your appointment brings 
continued hope to the people of Ossory, as 
we pray a blessing on your predecessors, 
Laurence Forristal and Seamus Freeman. 
Our hope is based on your past ministry 
to the people of God in Mullingar, Rome, 
Tullamore, Maynooth and Dunboyne. 
Your ministry has been marked by great 
dedication to duty, by pastoral zeal, 
concern for people, boundless energy 
and a capacity for hard work. You have 
revealed keen insight, organisational 
ability and an attention to detail.You can 
calmly and rationally get to the heart 
of the matter and analyse situations 
clearly.You can keep your counsel, 
make hard decisions and tell it as it is.                                                                                                                          
Since your student days you have been 
a decent ‘sagart gealánta’, animated 
by gospel values.  As one sad Westmeath 
man said, ‘the cats have got the cream 
but then the cats always get the cream!’  
I know that the priests and the people of 
Meath Diocese are sorry to see you go, 
and you come here with the prayer and 
blessing of your people. We are delighted 
to welcome you as our bishop, our pastor, 
our leader in the faith. 

So, Dermot,what kind of Diocese are you 
coming to serve? I am coyly reminded 
of what Minister Jenkins said in Dylan 
Thomas’ ‘Under Milk Wood’. We are not 
wholly bad or good - Who live our lives 
under Milk Wood. And Thou, I know, will 
be the first - To see our best side, not our 
worst. 

The First Reading in today’s Mass reminds 
us of what can happen. We read ‘All 
the heads of the Priesthood and the 
people too added infidelity to infidelity’. 
That is the dark side of the picture but 
the Second Reading gives us the other 
more hopeful side. St Paul tells us:  “we 
are God’s work of art created in Jesus 
Christ to live the good life as from the 
beginning he has meant us to live it’ 
So we are a mixed bag, unfaithful at 
times but also greatly gifted. We know 
that even in the best of times, faith is an 
adventure of darkness and light, seeing 
through a glass darkly, but God has an 
eternal habit of forgiveness. God has had 
plenty of practice at forgiving. He wishes 
us to treat ourselves and others with his 
gentleness and compassion. We pray to 
be people of compassion.  

There are many pastoral challenges 
facing us. As we know there has been a 
massive change in faith and practice in 
our Diocese and in our country. People 
say what can we do in the face of such 
challenges? Our failings teach us that we 
are poor, poor like the first Apostles. But we 
each give what we have, and we always 
have enough to take the next step and 
the courage to face the unknown. 

Today we move forward together with 
such courage. And we know it won’t 
always be easy. We each bring our 
difference and our diffidence, our 
awkwardness and our own determined 
point of view to each task. St Bernard 
speaking to his Cistercian confères said 
“If you do not have an impossible brother 
in your community go out and get one.”
We are a bit unlucky, Dermot, in that we 
have no impossible brother in our midst! 
We may be foolish and we may be wise 
but we are never impossible. Together 
let us become fratres in unum, brothers 
in unity, a new unity around you, our 
bishop. We know that we are an aging 
priesthood and you, our cherished 
congregations, are aging too.  Yet every 
generation is called to dream anew. We 
can dream because the future Church is 
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founded, not by us, but by the Holy Spirit. 

So, Bishop-Elect Dermot, we welcome 
you under the power of the Spirit praying 
that our dream as God’s people in Ossory, 
together, will be a dream come true. In 
a moment you will be anointed Bishop 
of Ossory.It is a solemn sacred moment 
and we as a people gathered round 
you anoint you with our prayers – prayers 
of well-wishing, prayers of confidence, 
prayers of fears transformed, prayers 
of petition and prayers of rejoicing. We 
enfold you with the graciousness of the 
Old Testament Blessing from the Book of 
Numbers as we pray:
‘May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May his face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you. May he look upon you 
with kindness and give you his peace’.                                                                      
Amen
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The coming of Christianity to Ossory 
is associated with St Kieran of Saighir 
(Patron of our Diocese), the “first-born 
of the saints of Ireland” (Promogenitus 
Sanctorum Hiberniae). His foundation 
at Saighir Kieran flourished for many 
centuries. Not far distant in Aghaboe, 
St Canice  (Patron of Kilkenny City) 
founded a monastery in the 6th century 
which grew in importance, giving 
Feargal to the church of Salzburg and 
eventually becoming for a time the site 
of the Bishop’s See.

The Diocese of Ossory, “Ireland’s oldest 
bishopric”, was probably co-terminus 
with the ancient kingdom of Ossory. 
Its present boundaries were set at the 
synod of Rathbreasail. It includes most 
of the county of Kilkenny (except for 
the parishes of Graiguenamangh 
and Paulstown), part of Co. Laois 
and the ‘island” parish of Seir Kieran 
in Co. Offaly. For a time in the 13th 
century its boundaries extended 
as far as the Barrow and included 
Graiguenamanagh. The Diocese, then, 
remains largely the same in area today 
as it did in the time of St Kieran, being as it 
is, practically co-extensive with the civil 
division of Ossory. Abraham Brownrigg, 
in his preface to Carrigan’s “The History 
and Antiquities of the Diocese of 
Ossory”, notes that “no other Diocese 
in our country appears to enjoy these 
distinctions with the exception of royal 
Meath, which, too claims to be called 
after an Ancient Irish Kingdom, and to 
be coincident with it”. 

Already before the arrival of the 
Anglo-Normans the winds of change 

had been blowing from Continental 
Europe. The coming of the Cistercians 
to Jerpoint probably around 1160 
and to Kilkenny had already signalled 
the passing of the old Celtic order, 
and soon the Canons Regular of St 
Augustine were firmly installed in Saighir 
Kieran and Fertagh and had set up new 
foundations in Aghmacart, St John’s, 
Kilkenny, Kells and Inistioge; their sisters 
were in the nunnery of Kilculiheen.

The transfer of the Cathedral from 
Aghaboe to Kilkenny in the last 
decade of the twelfth century, the 
foundation of a Cathedral chapter 
and the establishment of a parish 
system through the system of tithes 
introduced by the Anglo-Normans 
radically transformed the ecclesiastical 
organisation of the Diocese. More than 
half of the new parishes were in the 
hands of the religious, while the rest 
were run by the secular clergy - mostly 
the dean and chapter of St Canice’s. 
A few were in the hands of lay patrons. 
In the 13th century the Dominicans 
came to Aghaboe, the Black Abbey 
in Kilkenny and Rosbercon. Because 
of their importance in the Diocese 
the suppression of the monasteries in 
the wake of the Reformation led to 
enormous changes.

It was only at the beginning of the 17th 
century with the arrival of an increasing 
number of priests from the continental 
colleges and the appointment of 
David Rothe, first as vicar apostolic and 
then as bishop (1618, that the Church 
began to reorganize. Rothe was the 
most prominent Bishop in Ireland - at 

A history 
of the Diocese of Ossory
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one stage he was the only Bishop in 
the country -and he took a leading role 
in this renewal as well as publishing a 
number of important works. In Ossory 
the old civil parishes were reorganised 
into twenty nine or thirty unions, 
clerical conferences were introduced, 
confraternities established, and 
ecclesiastical legislation was updated. 
Rothe’s prominence in the country and 
the relatively peaceful state of Kilkenny 
led to the Confederate ‘parliament’ 
meeting in the Cty in the 1640s. That 
period saw a flowering of religious and 
political activity in Kilkenny particularly 
during the stay of Archbishop Rinuccini, 
the Papal Nuncio. The Cromwellian 
invasion led to a period of great 
difficulty for the Church with the poet 
priest Bernard Fitzpatrick who was Vicar 
General, martyred in 1653 and others 
forced to flee.

James Phelan’s episcopacy (1669-95) 
was a period of renewal. The number 
of priests increased, diocesan synods 
were regularly held, chapels were built 
or restored, and the people were able 
to worship in relative safety. Protected 
by the Butler web of contacts Phelan 
ordained almost one eighth of the 
priests of Ireland on the 1704 list during 
his twenty-seven year episcopacy, 
more than any other bishop in the 
country.

The passing of the act of 1697 saw the 
exile of Bishop Daton and many regular 
clergy but some priests remained and 
the registration of 1704 meant that 
they could serve their flocks in relative 
peace apart from a few years around 
1714. New chapels were constructed 
and apart from another brief period of 
difficulty in the 1740s the Church slowly 
recovered. As the population increased 
in the latter half of the century the need 
to divide the large parishes was felt and 
extra priests were required. It was really 
in the first half of the 19th century that 
most of the large parishes were divided 
and that the situation that obtains 

today was largely reached. The 18th 
century saw three Dominican bishops 
in Ossory, two of whom were significant 
figures on the Irish stage - Thomas De 
Burgo who wrote Hibemia Dominicana 
and John Thomas Troy who later 
became Archbishop of Dublin.

The last quarter of the 18th century saw 
the level of tolerance towards Catholics 
gradually improve, and with the passing 
of the relief act of 1782, which enabled 
Catholics to found schools, a turning 
point was reached. The diocesan 
school, St Kieran’s College, that was 
founded in Kilkenny was the first of its 
kind in the country. Its motto, “Hiems 
transiit”, reflects this moment. Two 
years later schools for the education 
of poor boys and girls were founded 
in the city. By the 1790s upheaval on 
the Continent led to the need for the 
provision of education for priests at 
home and in 1792 the College opened 
its doors to students of Philosophy and 
Theology, the first college in Ireland to 
do so. The Presentation Sisters arrived 
at the end of the century and soon 
afterwards the Christian Brothers - both 
providing education for those who 
could not afford it. The many churches 
built or renovated in the 1790s reflected 
the changing position of the Catholic 
community. “Hiems transiit” - The winter 
indeed had passed.

The early part of the 19th century saw 
the clergy of Ossory led by Richard 
O’Donnell oppose the veto and 
support O’Connell. Bishop Marum 
succeeded the pious Bishop Lanigan 
and he in turn was succeeded by a 
Carlow man, William Kinsella. Church 
building continued apace between 
1811 and 1845, with the new St Kieran’s 
College, a number of new parochial 
churches and the beginning of a new 
Cathedral (1843) making a definite 
statement about the growing self-
confidence of the Catholic community. 
Bishop Edmond Walsh oversaw the 
completion of St Mary’s Cathedral and 
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consecrated it in 1857. The year 1849 
saw the founding of the Callan Tenant 
Protection Society by two curates 
in Callan. It was a society that was 
eventually to have a profound effect 
on the land agitation in the country.

The ‘Callan Case’ achieved great 
notoriety both at home and abroad 
between 1868 and 1875 as Robert 
O’Keeffe, the parish priest of Callan, 
Bishop Walsh, his successor Patrick 
Francis Moran (1872-84) and Cardinal 
Cullen became involved in civil court 
proceedings. Moran made a notable 
contribution to many areas of life in 
the diocese during his twelve year stay 
in Ossory - local ecclesiastical history, 
liturgical reform, the renovation of 
churches, the addition to St Kieran’s. 
Ashlin was his trusted architect. Moran 
was heavily involved in education on 
a national and local level. He brought 
the Mercy Sisters to Callan, the Sisters 
of Charity to Kilkenny and the Sacred 
Heart of Mary Sisters to Ferrybank. 
He became Archbishop of Sydney 
in 1884 and Australia’s first Cardinal 
the following year. He also found time 
to publish an edition of Archdall’s 
“Monasticon Hibernicum”, his three 
volume “Spicilegium Ossoriense” and 
David Route’s “Analecta”. The clergy 
were already quite involved in political 
life at that time and were to become 
more involved in the land question and 
later still in the co-operative movement 
- a largely unwritten chapter in their 
history.

The Diocese had only three bishops 
between 1884 and 1981 - Abraham 
Brownrigg, Patrick Collier and Peter 
Birch. Bishop Brownrig made additions 
to the Cathedral, brought the St John 
of God Sisters to the diocese and 
promoted Canon Carrigan’s work 
on the history of the diocese which 
eventually bore fruit in 1905 with the 
publication of a four volume history of 
unrivalled value. During Patrick Collier’s 
time work continued on St Mary’s 

Cathedral, and a number of churches 
were built and renovated. Peter Birch, 
bishop in the heady days after the 
Vatican Council, oversaw changes 
in the liturgy and in the churches 
themselves. It was a period of great 
change and adaptation not just for 
the Church but for society in general. 
Much work was done in Ossory for 
those afflicted by poverty and suffering 
from disability, work that saw Bishop 
Birch achieve national prominence. 
Bishop Laurence Forristal, a native of 
Thomastown and auxiliary Bishop in 
Dublin was transferred to Ossory on 
30th June 1981. Bishop Forristal worked 
tirelessly to increase lay involvemnt 
in the life of the church in Ossory and 
among many great achievements was 
his establsihing the Diocesan Forum 
which still continues today. Having 
faithfully served the people of Ossory for 
twenty-six years, Bishop Forristal retired 
on 14th September 2007 and currently 
resides in Gowran Abbey Nursing Home.  
Bishop Forristal was then replaced by 
Bishop Séamus Freeman S.A.C. who 
had served as Rector General for two 
terms of the Pallotine Order from 1992 
to 2004.  Having served as Parish Priest 
of a Roman Parish he was appointed 
Bishop of Ossory on 14th September 
2007. During Bishop Freeman’s time a 
significant project of work of restoration 
was begun on St Mary’s Cathedral. 
Furthering lay involvement in the 
life of our Diocese he oversaw the 
appointment of a Diocesan Pastoral 
Coordinator in Ossory to help ensure 
the realisation of our Pastoral Plan. He 
retired on the grounds of ill health on 
26th July 2016. 

The coat of arms of the Diocese has 
a representation of St Kieran between 
two pillars. It appears on Episcopal 
Arms from the 18th century and on a 
beautiful book-plate of Archbishop 
Troy.
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Why is Pope Francis coming to Ireland?
Pope Francis will visit to Ireland to attend 
and participate in the World Meeting 
of Families 2018. This large international 
gathering of families in the world is brought 
together by the Church every three years 
and will be hosted in Dublin, Ireland, in 
2018.

What events of the World Meeting of 
Families will Pope Francis be participating 
in?
Pope Francis will attend the Festival of 
Families on 25th August and he will also 
celebrate the Final Mass of WMOF2018 on 
26th August. Other details of his itinerary 
have yet to be confirmed. 

How long will Pope Francis stay in Ireland?
The Holy Father will visit Ireland  on 25-26 
August 2018.  

What other public engagements will Pope 
Francis have while in Ireland?
The primary reason for Pope Francis’ visit 
to Ireland is to attend and participate 
in events of World Meeting of Families 
2018.  Pope Francis will have other public 
engagements during his trip but the details 
of these are yet to be confirmed. 

How can I get to see Pope Francis?
The two World Meeting of Families 
2018 events for which Pope Francis has 
confirmed attendance are the Festival of 

Families on 25th August and the Final Mass 
on Sunday 26th August. These are both free 
ticketed events. Every adult and child in 
attendance will require a ticket to access 
the venues. Tickets will be limited subject to 
venue capacity and availability. 

Booking a three day registration to the 
WMOF2018 Congress guarantees you the 
opportunity to book a free ticket to the 
Festival of Families at time of registration, as 
well as for the Final Mass.

Tickets should also be available through 
each Diocese in Ireland

Subject to availability, a limited allocation 
of tickets to the Festival of Families on 
Saturday 25th August 2018 and the Final 
Mass on Sunday 26th August 2018 will be 
made available through each diocese 
in Ireland. Further details will be made 
available in the coming months.

Will Pope Francis meet with the Taoiseach/
President Higgins?
Although Pope Francis visit to Ireland is not 
formally a State visit, it is protocol that the 
Pontiff would meet with government and 
state representatives while attending an 
event in a country. Detailed plans for Pope 
Francis’ visit to Ireland have not yet been 
finalised. Up-to-date information can be 
found at https://www.worldmeeting2018.
ie/en/Pope-Francis/Papal-Itinerary  

World Meeting of Families 2018 

– Some questions answered –
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OSSORY EASTER CROSSWORD

Congrats to the winners 
from the Ossory Times 
Issue 16 competitions:

Adult Crossword: 
Ms Breda Campion
Johnstown
Co Kilkenny

Children’s Wordsearch, 
age 8-13: 
Ms Emma Malone
Lower Newpark
Kilkenny

Send your entries, with your 
name, address, email and 
mobile number, to: 
“Ossory Times Competition”, 
Ossory Adult Faith 
Development, 
St Kieran’s College, 
College Road, 
Kilkenny, 
by 30th June 2018, first correct 
entry from the hat wins!

Prize for Adult 
Crossword 
Competition

€50 Voucher
for Chapter House 

Bookshop

Prize for age 8-13 
Wordsearch 
Competition

€30 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Prize for age 5-8 
Colouring 
Competition 

€20 Voucher
for Toy Shop
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For ages 5-8 

Colouring
Competition

Answers to Ossory Times Issue 16

Wordsearch
Competition

For ages 8-13



A time of stillness and reflection

Retreats &  
Parish Evenings

in St Kieran’s College

To book please contact 
Ossory Adult Faith Development Office 

056-7753624 or email afd@ossory.ie

•	Parish groups
•	First Communion & Confirmation Parents
•	nursing homes
•	and much more...

... a chance to take time to come to 
pray together.



Ossory 
Diocesan 
Pilgrimage 
to Lourdes 
2018

Pilgrimage Director:
Very Rev. Michael Anthony O’Connor

For bookings please contact:
Ms Eleanor O’Connor, Glenmore 
Parish Office
Tel. 051-880414 
Email: glenmore@ossory.ie

Opening hours:
10.30am-2.30pm, 
Monday, Thursday, Friday


