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St Mary’s Cathedral
restoration fund
Diocesan Draw
Tickets for the Diocesan Draw are available from parochial houses
throughout the Diocese of Ossory, from priests and volunteer promoters
in parishes and from the Chapter House Bookshop at St Mary’s
Cathedral. Tickets cost €10 per month and there is an annual prize
fund of €60,000.
The first draw took place at St Mary’s Cathedral Chapter House at
8.00pm on Wednesday, 25th March 2015 and will be thereafter on the
last Wednesday of each month. All are welcome to attend.
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Editorial
Welcome to the latest edition of the Ossory Times.
When the Adult Faith Development Group first
discussed the idea of a diocesan magazine our
intention was simple: a publication that would
offer news from around the diocese and some
educational pieces on our faith. This current edition
remains faithful to that original ideal.
We are truly fortunate in Ossory to have a church
that is alive and well: our parishes and people are
awash with talent and energy and through them
our faith is strengthened and deepened. With this in
mind, this edition documents a significant moment in
our diocese: the development of a Pastoral Plan. This
plan has been shaped slowly though a long process
of listening, exploring and only then compiling. The
article about this process offers not only a look back
on the work that was done to achieve this but also,
and more importantly, a glance ahead at the vision
the Ossory Pastoral Council has shaped for the
diocese and its people for the years ahead.
Contributions that detail the radio ministry of one
priest, the work of a parish mapping and making its
cemetery available online, the papacy of Pope John
Paul II ten years after his death, a priest ministering
in two parishes, the renovation of the organ in
Castlecomer, celebrating consecrated
life in Ossory, and many others form the
basis of this edition. That is not to mention
educational pieces too – on the importance
of the bible in our pursuit of happiness, on
the immorality of human trafficking, on
the upcoming marriage referendum and a
refection on Mass attendance.
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As always we hope you enjoy this publication.
Comments, suggestions and contributions
are most welcome for future editions. Articles
or advertisements for upcoming events, or of
recent events, can be sent to:
Ossory Adult Faith Development
St Kieran’s College,
College Road, Kilkenny.
Tel. 056-7753624 Email: afd@ossory.ie
The opinions expressed in the articles are those of the
contributors and not necessarily those of the editors
or the Diocese of Ossory.

Ossory Adult Faith Development
Tel 056 7753624
Email afd@ossory.ie
Web www.ossory.ie
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Mapping and indexing of

Foulkstown

Section Map of
Foulkstown.
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Many hours were spent out in Foulkstown
painstakingly matching names, trying to glean
information from weatherworn headstones and
cross-referencing unmarked graves with old records.
Liam Taylor

Foulkstown Cemetery, located approximately 3km from Kilkenny city
is owned and maintained by St Patrick’s Parish. It was opened in 1881
and is still used today for burials. The cemetery has expanded and
developed over many years which meant the older records kept by
the parish had become confused and fragmented. Finding people
who had been interred after the old books were handwritten became
a tedious exercise and, apart from Mr Billy Mullally and his vast
knowledge of the cemetery, there was little up-to-date information
available. In this digital age, a new way of locating names and graves
was needed.

Photographer:
Roger Hayes

Fr Liam and Michelle
checking the index.

In early 2014, work began on devising a new system that would
give immediate and accurate information on locating graves
in Foulkstown. This consisted of three parts: A remapping of the
graveyard, gathering names and information from each grave, and
compiling this information for use on computer and hardcopy. A
new map was commissioned of Foulkstown and this was divided into
eight color-coded sections. With the new map in hand, each grave
in the cemetery was then videoed and photographed. This visual
information was then taken and typed into an alphabetical index of
names. Using this new index, each section was then re-checked for
errors which meant many hours spent out in Foulkstown painstakingly
matching names, trying to glean information from weatherworn
headstones and cross-referencing unmarked graves with old records.
Once finished, the fruits of our labour were: (I) a new map of the
graveyard, (II) a YouTube channel showing a video of each grave,
(III) a computer index of all the names on headstones and (IV) a
hardback copy of the index (a hardback copy was donated to Rothe
House for their records).
Already the project has borne fruit in helping to trace family roots
and locate individual names and graves. Some interesting facts we
have also discovered: There are approximately 4600 people named
in the entire cemetery. There are more people named ‘Walsh’ than
any other interred in Foulkstown, and a granddaughter of Daniel
O'Connell (The Liberator) is interred there.
The parish is grateful to Mr Ted Byrne and Mrs Michelle O’Connor for
their hard work and assistance in gathering information and putting this
index together. To see the index, call to our Parish Office in Loughboy,
or view our videos by visiting our webpage at: www.patricksparish.
com and follow the links to our YouTube channel.
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The Kilkenny priory is unique in that the friars are still on the same
site they were given way back then. ... part of the history of
Kilkenny for nearly eight centuries.

GOSPEL

PROPHECY

HOPE

The Black Abbey
a long story...

consecrated lífe

ín the church today

Joe Kavanagh O.P.

In 2016, the Dominican friars will celebrate 800 years of age. It was in 1216 that they
received the approval of Pope Innocent III, and the little band of preachers, set up in
Toulouse in southern France by Dominic Guzman, began to spread out through western
Europe, just like their fellow ‘friars’, the Franciscans, founded by Francis of Assisi.
EARLY DAYS
The spread of the friars was astonishing.
By 1224, there were Dominican friaries in
Dublin and Drogheda, and in 1225 - four
years after the death of Dominic - they
were in Kilkenny. The Black Abbey (so
called because of the black cloak worn
by Dominicans over their white habit) was
their third foundation in Ireland. Indeed
the Kilkenny priory is unique in that the
friars are still on the same site they were
given way back then.
So it is that the Dominicans have been
part of the history of Kilkenny for nearly
eight centuries. Situated beside the
Breagagh river and just outside the city
walls, they were part of the community
of Irish Town. They shared the ups and
downs of the city, and in difficult times
were generously supported by the local
people. In the awful time of the Black
Death, seven of the community died of
the dreaded plague in the space of one
year.
DISRUPTION
With the suppression of the monasteries in
1540, the Dominicans in Kilkenny entered
on three centuries of dislocated living and
terrible uncertainty. The church and priory
were for a while used as a courthouse,
later falling into ruin. And yet the friars

somehow managed, often by the skin
of their teeth, to retain a presence in the
city and the county. Then in the 1780s a
young friar, working from St Canice’s, built
a priory on the old site. For the next few
generations, slowly began the restoration
of the church once more as a place of
prayer and worship.
RECENT TIMES
When Mass was once more celebrated
in Black Abbey, in 1816, there began the
painstaking work of restoring the church.
The present priory was opened in 1894,
and in the aftermath of the Second
Vatican Council, the present sanctuary
was set up, with its magnificent east
window to capture the first light of dawn.
Even the flooding waters of the Breagagh,
for long an annual feature of the Abbey,
have now thankfully been managed.
The present community numbers four
friars. Compared to earlier days, this is a
goodly number. But while the friars have
been a faithful feature of Kilkenny life
from the 13th century, their presence was
only possible because of the way the
people of the city have supported them.
It is to these latter that the Black Abbey
truly belongs - and long may the bond
remain.
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The Integritas Centre at Ennisnag,
Stoneyford, County Kilkenny, has published
a booklet entitled ‘The Integrity of Marriage’
in anticipation of the Marriage Referendum on May
22nd next. It has been written by Patrick Treacy S.C. in
collaboration with Dr Rik Van Nieuwenhove, Lecturer in
Theology at Mary Immaculate College, University of Limerick.
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Patrick Treacy

Towards a new approach
to the Marriage Referendum
Finding a Constitutional
Settlement
The booklet argues for a No vote
in the forthcoming referendum
but it does so because of its
central idea that the rejection
of this referendum proposal
would then allow for a truthful
constitutional settlement of the
definitions of same-sex unions and
marriage. This settlement could
give constitutional recognition
and protection to same-sex unions
(in Article 40 of the Constitution
under ‘Personal Rights’) while also
affirming the definition of marriage
as between a man and a woman
(in Article 41 under ‘The Family’.)
To allow for this settlement to be
realised would, however, first entail
a rejection of the referendum
proposal.

“He told a Catholic gay activist, a former
theology professor named Marcelo Márquez,
that he favored gay rights as well as legal
recognition for civil unions, which gay couples
could also access. But he was utterly opposed
to any attempt to redefine marriage in law.
“He wanted to defend marriage but without
wounding anybody’s dignity or reinforcing their
exclusion,” says a close collaborator of the
cardinal’s. “He favored the greatest possible
legal inclusion of gay people and their human
rights expressed in law, but would never
compromise the uniqueness of marriage as
being between a man and a woman for the
good of children.”

The experience of Pope Francis, when
he was an Archbishop of Buenos Aires,
Argentina and a Cardinal in 2010 informs
this approach. Pope Francis (Jorge
Bergoglio SJ) knew many gay people
and had spiritually accompanied a
number of them. He knew their stories of
rejection by their families and what it was
like to live in fear of being singled out and
beaten up. In his recent text on the life
of Pope Francis, (‘The Great Reformer:
Francis and the Making of a Radical
Pope’) Austen Ivereigh describes the
approach of Pope Francis, when he lived
in Argentina, in this way :

The Cardinal’s position was resolutely
in favour of the existing law upholding
marriage as a union of a man and
woman and that a same-sex ‘marriage’
was an impossibility. This did not, however,
prevent revising and extending the
concept of civil unions, as long as this left
marriage intact.
The booklet published by Integritas seeks
to follow this approach. It argues that
the core issue in this debate is what
marriage truthfully is and that marriage
can only be truthfully understood as
being between one man and one
woman. Whilst maintaining this, the
booklet also searches for a new way to
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legally recognize same-sex unions to the
greatest extent possible, that is by giving
specific constitutional recognition and
protection to these relationships whilst
affirming that the constitutional meaning
of marriage is between a male and a
female.
No one can reasonably doubt the care
and concern which Pope Francis has for
LGBTI people or his deeply held conviction
of the need to redress the endless hurt
which has been caused to them. At the
same time, he is unequivocal that there is
a falsehood at the heart of the legislation
that introduced same-sex ‘marriage’ in
Argentina in 2010 : same-sex ‘marriage’
claimed to add to conjugal marriage
or to exist alongside it, while in reality
dismantling it. Austen Ivereigh describes
the position of Pope Francis as follows :

Allowing gay people to marry required that
the ancient, natural, God-given institution
of matrimony be stripped of the very thing
that made it a reflection of the divine
plan : the bonding of man and woman,
and the begetting and raising of children
by their natural parents in a relationship
of permanence and sexual exclusivity.
…. A law that recognised marriage
as male-female did not discriminate
but appropriately differentiated –
appropriately, because a man-woman
bond, like a child’s need of a father and
a mother were core human realities. To
try to make marriage something else was
“a real and serious anthropological step
backward.”

As a Jesuit Priest, Pope Francis also
had a profound understanding of the
importance of discernment in relation to
this question. In a private letter, which he
had sent to four Carmelite monasteries
of Buenos Aires and which was leaked,
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he gave an insight into how he saw that
behind the political battle was a spiritual
contest in which people of goodwill are
deceived. Equality, justice and civil rights
are all good things. The fullest respect,
care and love for people who have the
courage to disclose that they are gay is
utterly good and Christian. These virtues
must not, however, be used in a way
that leads us into being less than truthful
or to create division, a sense of rivalry
or ultimately, to change marriage into
something which it is not.
Pope Francis disclosed in this letter that
he believed that people of goodwill are
deceived by this appearance of sub
angelo lucis, the guise of light, which
issues ia new political order which denies
distinct and different recognition for the
permanent relationship of a male and a
female in marriage. The deception
is known by the end result : even
though it is only this relationship,
which of itself, unifies both of the
sexes and can bring forth new life
into the world, men and women
are now being denied this special
recognition in marriage.
The booklet ‘The Integrity of
Marriage’ can be downloaded
from www.integritas.ie by clicking
on to ‘Marriage Referendum’ at
the left hand column of the home
page. Copies of the booklet are
also available from St Canice’s
Parish Centre and St Patrick’s
Parish Centre in Kilkenny.
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Archbishop Diarmuid Martin and
Archbishop Eamon Martin speaking
to the media in Maynooth about the
Bishops’ Conference statement on
marriage.

Statement of the Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference

‘Marriage is important Reflect before you change it’
Statement from the Spring General Meeting of the Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference, 10 March 2015
Within weeks the people of Ireland will be
asked to vote in a referendum that will change
the meaning of marriage in the Constitution of
Ireland.
Marriage is of fundamental importance for
children, mothers and fathers, and society - all
of us need to reflect deeply before changing
it. We ask the people of Ireland to consider
very carefully the profound implications
which this constitutional amendment would
have on the family environment and on our
understanding of parenthood.
We respect the views of people who think
differently to us, trusting that our sincerely held
views, grounded in faith, will also be heard
and respected.
We come to this debate believing that the
union of a man and a woman in marriage,
open to the procreation of children, is a gift
from God who created us 'male and female'.
Reason also points to the truth about human
sexuality that makes the relationship between
a man and a woman unique. Mothers and
fathers bring different, yet complementary
gifts and strengths into a child's life.
We cannot support an amendment to the
Constitution which redefines marriage and
effectively places the union of two men,
or two women, on a par with the marriage

relationship between a husband and wife
which is open to the procreation of children.
We are concerned that, should the
amendment be passed, it will become
increasingly difficult to speak any longer in
public about marriage as being between
a man and a woman. What will we be
expected to teach children in school about
marriage? Will those who sincerely continue
to believe that marriage is between a man
and a woman be forced to act against
their conscience? Can a way be found to
protect the civil rights of gay people without
undermining the fundamental meaning of
marriage as commonly understood across
cultures, faiths and down the ages?
Already, in The Children and Family
Relationships Bill, it is proposed to remove
mention of mothers and fathers from a whole
raft of previous legislation.
We encourage everyone to think about these
issues and to vote on May 22nd. The effects of
this proposed amendment will be far-reaching
for this and for future generations. We say to all
voters: Marriage is important - Reflect before
you change it. We invite people of faith to
bring this decision to prayer. In the coming
weeks, and particularly in May, the month of
Mary, we call for prayer for Marriage and the
Family.
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CHURCH MATTERS

Introducing
each other
to Christ
Albert McDonnell

I am often fascinated by the people
who come to Mass, especially by the
fact that there are so many of them.
Numbers have certainly dropped in
recent decades. Nevertheless, unless
you happen to live in the parish that
includes Croke Park or some other major
sports stadium, it is virtually certain that
Sunday Mass attracts more people each
week than any other event in your area.
We know this because we see people in
Church, but also because every so often,
parishes and dioceses carry out a census
of attendance.
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There are also surveys. The most recent
European Social Survey was based on
data collected in 2010 and reported
that 41% of Catholics in the Republic of
Ireland attend Mass on a weekly basis
with a further 7% attending more often
than this. That is a lot of people – perhaps
as many as 1.8 million. Many people
believe that recent years have seen an
accelerated drop in Mass attendance. A
survey commissioned by The Association
of Catholic Priests in February 2013 found
that 35% of Catholics across Ireland
attend weekly. That is still over 1.3 million
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Perhaps, we could talk
about how we can help
awaken in people who
come to Church a reason
to return, a desire to stay, a
longing to belong.

people (in the Republic) which is greater
than the number who voted in the most
recent referendum on the future of the
Seanad and the creation of a Court of
Appeal (1,240,729).

Who are the people who go to Mass in
Ireland? Surveys also tell us that there are
less of them than there used to be, that
they are more likely to be female than
male, more likely to be in the second half
of their lives than in the first half and more
of them are rural than are urban.
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Moving away from surveys and into the
less scientific land of impressions, I think
we can divide people who come to
Church into various groups, perhaps
even concentric circles.
The ‘inner’ circle are those people who
never miss Mass. It is important to them.
The week wouldn’t be the same if they
didn’t go. When they are away from
home they will find out when and where
Mass is available and make sure they
take part. There aren’t as many of these
people anymore and many of them
are retired from work. The presence of
Christ, the cycle of Church feasts, prayer,
the sacraments and devotions provide
meaning in these people’s lives. They
contribute greatly to their parishes. They
will support pretty much everything that
that the parish offers. They will volunteer
for adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,
assist with collections, join the cleaning
rota, help with the liturgy or anything else
that is needed.
We also have lots of people who go to
weekly Mass most of the time. It is part of
their regular Sunday schedule and they
like to be present. However, if their Sunday
schedule is disrupted they might not get
to Mass. Being away on holiday, bringing
children to training or travelling to a
match, or having visitors might upset their
weekend programme and Mass might
not be possible. Still, they are generally
there and they find Mass helpful in their
lives. They don’t agree with the Church
on everything and there are things about
it that they would like to change. They
might join parish councils or activities but
they wouldn’t be too upset if they weren’t
included. They would be happy to join a
group that they see as relevant to them
such as the school board of management
or the parents’ preparation group if they
have a child in the First Holy Communion
or Confirmation class.
Moving out to the next circle, there are
people who go to Mass every now and
again. They might, for example, be
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young people who will accompany their
parents when they are at home. Mass
isn’t a huge priority for them but they
will go if there is a reason. Not offending
a parent might be such a reason or
maybe a month’s mind Mass, or they will
generally accompany their child to a
school or ‘Do This in Memory of Me’ Mass.
They will also go to the cemetery Mass.
They will have their children baptised and
receive the other sacraments. They might
help in some parish activity as a personal
favour to the Priest if they know and like
him but they would really prefer not to be
asked. Religion isn’t a big priority for them
but nevertheless it plays some role in their
lives.
Then you have the circle of people
who virtually never go to Mass. They
put themselves down as Catholic when
they fill out the census of population
form but in reality they are apathetic
when it comes to religion. Perhaps they
are people who once went to Mass but
don’t bother any more. They don’t think
too much about these things. They will
probably present their children for the
sacraments and they will attend funerals
or marriages in Church. The will probably
go Mass at Christmas but it mightn’t work
out every year. When they are in Church
they feel sort of awkward and have to
watch the people around them so that
they will not be marooned standing-up
when everyone else is seated.
Finally, there are people who want to
have nothing to do with the Catholic
Church, its sacraments or schools.
Some have sought to have their names
removed from the baptismal register. They
might find themselves having to attend a
baptism, marriage or funeral in Church
every now and again but they do so with
great reluctance and see themselves as
disapproving observers rather than as
participants.
Pope Paul VI wrote a wonderful letter
in 1964 entitled Ecclesiam Suam which
he addressed not only to the Bishops
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and to Catholics but also to all people
of good will. The Pope’s vision included
all humanity ranging from non-believers
to members of non-Christian faiths to
devout members of the Church. Pope
Paul saw all people as belonging to series
of concentric circles with Christ as the
centre. The title of his letter translates as
‘His [Christ’s] Church’. Nobody is left out
– everyone has some connection with
the living, loving God. He stressed that
which unites us rather than those things
which separates us. The Church’s mission
is centred on bringing humanity closer
together and closer to Christ through
dialogue. Pope Francis with his focus on
the periphery presents a similar vision in
our own day. Perhaps it is a model that
would serve to guide our Irish Church
today.
A new European Social Survey will be
published shortly and it will probably show
a further drop in the number of Irish people
who attend Mass. Analysis and discussion
as to why this trend continues will ensue.
Analysis is always good but maybe the
conversation needs to be broadened.
Christ tells us that ‘The kingdom of heaven
is like the yeast a woman took and mixed
in with three measures of flour till it was
leavened all through.’ (Mt 13;33). A little
yeast can make a lot of bread. Maybe
our discussion should focus on how to
make the best use of the leaven we have
so as to reach all the circles, identifying
that which we all share so as to make
connections through dialogue. Perhaps,
we could talk about how we can help
awaken in people who come to Church
a reason to return, a desire to stay, a
longing to belong. Perhaps we need to
work on enriching the experience that
people have of Church so as to move
from dry, remote institution to People of
God: from ‘them’ to ‘us’.
Maybe it comes down to introducing
each other to Christ.
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BIBLE MATTERS

Ten steps to
Happiness!
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Olivia Maher

Today people can become obsessed with finding happiness in their
lives, going to all kinds of lengths to seek the answers. For myself and
for a lot of people, Lent is a time in which we look for ways to better
ourselves, ways to imitate Jesus, in preparation for Easter. We often
turn to the different aspects of our lifestyle in order to find a suitable
adjustment to our behaviour. However, a temporary adjustment in our
behaviour is not what Jesus wanted, rather he exemplifies a certain
attitude towards living. In the bible, right under our noses Jesus gives
us the perfect recipe for improving our way of being. In the Gospel of
Matthew, Jesus' beatitudes describe the kind of attitude which will bring
us real transformation. The beatitudes (5:3-11), spell out clearly the kind
of behaviour that leads to happiness. However, attitudes like ‘poor in
spirit’, ‘mournful’, ‘meek’ and ‘righteous’ are not exactly what comes
to mind when we think of happiness. In fact it would seem that from this
list that those considered miserable are the most happy! So how do we
achieve the right attitude to life?
In addition to the beatitudes, the many parables in Matthew’s
gospel give us further insight into how to achieve these attitudes.
In Jesus’ parables we encounter everyday situations that open
up the beatitudes in a new light for us. Those who are ‘poor in
spirit’ can be reflected in the parable of the ‘Weeds among
the wheat’ (Matt 13: 24-30), reminding us that we must trust in
God and remain humble until the day comes for the Master
to separate them and gather the wheat into his barn. The
‘mournful’ are mirrored in the ‘Rich Young Man’ (Matt
19:16-22), who grieves over having to sell his possessions.
The ‘Meek’ are portrayed by the ‘Mustard Seed’, the
smallest and most unassuming of all seeds, grows into
the greatest of shrubs. The ‘Merciful’ are highlighted in
the parable of the ‘Unforgiving Servant’, where
the kindness and mercy shown by the king is in
stark contrast to the lack of compassion the
servant offers to his fellow worker. Using the
bible in this way is acknowledging that the
bible is meant to be the bread for daily life.
It can provide us with practical help, and is
accessible to all who turn to the
scriptures with their present day
problems and concerns. Jesus
is the completely happy man
of the beatitudes, the ‘happy
attitudes’, that
we are called
to live by.

page 13

ossory times

april 2015

as part of Kilkenny First Arts

theology
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Jonathan Murtagh

Studying Theology has widened
my understanding of many
issues in the world today
After a turbulent couple of years of being unemployed and a
failed attempt to get into the Defence Forces, in September 2014
I stumbled across the Kilkenny First Arts programme. Since then I
have been studying Theology as part of the Kilkenny First Arts on
Kilkenny Campus of Maynooth University. I’ve always had a keen
interest in religion and luckily enough came into the course with
a basic understanding of many topics relating to Theology. Since
my studies began the modules I have taken have been engaging
Ethical Dilemmas, Ecclesiology and an Introduction to Christianity.
In this semester I am studying the Scriptures and an introduction to
Christianity and World Religions. Studying Theology has widened
my understanding of many issues in the world today from
examining the ethical implications of tackling ISIS in the Middle
East to exploring the religious rituals of the Aboriginal peoples in
Australia. I hope to carry on studying Theology into my second
and third year in college.
Alongside taking Theology I am studying History and Economics.
The Kilkenny First Arts programme offers a wide ranging choice
of subjects for First Years. Philosophy, Geography, English,
Anthropology and Sociology are all studied on the grounds of one
of Ireland’s most famous schools, St Kieran’s College.
Studying in my home town of Kilkenny has been a great experience
as well as enabling me to save money. The Kilkenny Campus is
small in numbers compared to Maynooth University but this has
allowed everyone to get to know people and make new friends
and I believe sets everyone up for second and third year when
we actually make the move to Maynooth. Students have come
to Kilkenny from as far away as Donegal and various other parts of
Ireland and as some of these live on campus there is a good social
environment. We have recently put together a soccer team and
played against the Maynooth University team. Many people have
already accommodation booked in Maynooth for next year with
fellow students they have met during their time on the Kilkenny
Campus.
Studying in Kilkenny has given me the opportunity to engage with
lecturers on a one to one basis. The small number in each lecture
allows us to ask questions and get into interesting discussions which
may not have been possible if I had attended a larger University.
This has resulted in me achieving very high grades in assignments
and exams so far this academic year. The support we get from the
staff is second to none and their hard work to keep the Kilkenny
campus going forward does not go unnoticed.
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There was a time when we
thought we had all the answers.

Visitation (Bridget) Clancy from Ballyouskill, Laois,
Co-Foundress Sisters of St John of God

The Year of
Consecrated Life
some thoughts from the Sisters of St John of God
Geraldine Fitzpatrick (Sr)
GOSPEL

PROPHECY

HOPE

consecrated lífe

ín the church today
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The letter from Pope Francis to mark the
Year of Consecrated Life was challenging
to say the least. Among other things, he
calls us to:

live the present with passion…
listen attentively to what the Holy
Spirit is saying to the Church today
He says: I am counting on you
“to wake up the world”, since the
distinctive sign of consecrated life is
prophecy.

We, the Sisters of St John of God, have
220 members world-wide. Forty-seven of
these Sisters currently live in the Diocese
of Ossory. Our age profile is – you might
say – on the mature side! What a tall order
from Pope Francis! But faith is the ground
on which we stand. To bring the faith
view of life to people rich and poor has
been a core value for the Congregation
since its beginnings. So we try to look at
life through a window of faith.
History
The Sisters of St John of God, founded in
Wexford 7th October 1871, came to the
Diocese of Ossory in 1875 (Castlecomer).
Many of you will have come to know us
over the years through our involvement
in Primary Schools (Rathdowney, Owning
and St John of God School, New Street,
Kilkenny), our ministry of Healthcare
(Castlecomer, Thomastown, Rathdowney
– Care of the Elderly and Aut Even
Hospital), our production of Altar Breads
for many parishes in the diocese, or the
varying roles we played in St Kieran’s
College.
Today
Today you will meet our Sisters in a variety
of settings. Some are involved in pastoral
care and visitation, parish work and
spiritual accompaniment or counselling.

ossory times

Others are involved in different roles in
the Diocesan Forum; in School Boards of
Management, Homework clubs, Care for
the Elderly, the Cathedral Bookshop and
Altar Bread production, among other
ministries.
What is our Passion?
One of the issues about which we are
passionate today is the call of St John
Paul II to ‘Cosmic Conversion’. We have
been challenged by developments in
theology, spirituality, ecology and the
sciences in general. There was a time
when we thought we had all the answers.
We knew who God was, who made the
world and how long the process took – 6
days! Now we struggle with all the People
of God to deepen our understanding of
who God is. We try to reconcile many
of the Biblical stories on which we were
reared with our knowledge of evolution
and the wonderful universe story. We
consider side by side the theology of
original sin and original blessing. We
have moved from certainty to discovery
and questioning as we seek God’s face
in Scripture and in creation unfolding
before us. ‘If my image of God today is
the same as it was five years ago, then
I am worshipping an idol.’(Pinto) How
challenging is that?
These are just some of the issues that
challenge us today as we minister in our
different places. Sometimes we offer
Workshops that help us to consider these
matters further in a faith context. We
have an Ecology/ Spirituality Workshop
planned for April 18 in St Patrick’s Parish
Centre, Loughboy, Kilkenny and for April
17 in Ballyvaloo Retreat Centre, Wexford.
For further details see www.ssjg.org –
Latest News. To book a place contact:
056 7722870.
Pope Francis says we need to be able to
accompany ‘the flock that has a flair for
finding new paths.’ Together let us ‘wake
up the world’ to the many and varied
revelations of God in our midst.
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Church of the
Immaculate
Conception,
Castlecomer
(Co. Kilkenny)
Leah Brophy

It’s only after developing a
personal
curiosity
into
the
workings of the magnificent organ
in the Church of the Immaculate
Conception Castlecomer that I
came to understand the words of
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart when
he said “In my eyes and ears the
organ will forever be the King of
Instruments”. The intrinsic detail in
the design of this instrument as well
as the skill needed to fully master
the piece is phenomenal. The
organ is a very unique instrument.
Most violins are identical and one
trombone is likely to look like any
other trombone but each organ
was always custom built to the
needs and requirements of the
buyer. The size, different sounds/
tones, decoration and budget
were always considered by the
organ specialists which made
each finished organ distinct from
any other.
The smallest pipe organs hold one
or two dozen pipes with the largest
in the world concealing over
20,000. The Castlecomer Church
Organ rings in at an impressive
1151 pipes for the size of the
Church. Unfortunately all of the
organ pipes have been seriously
affected by the extreme dirt,
some have been damaged and
others are completely missing.
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The size, different sounds/tones,
decoration and budget were
always considered by the
organ specialists which made
each finished organ distinct
from any other.
Originally the pipe organ created its
sound when the organ assistant manually
pumped the bellows or blower which
filled the pipes with compressed air. The
organ assistant endured this task as the
musician orchestrated the keys, stops,
manual, pedalboard, swell pedals and
concentrated on the music they were
playing.
No work of serious note has been carried
out on this monumental musical instrument
since 1916 when it was simply cleaned
and currently is in an “extremely poor
state of disrepair” needing a “complete
and thorough overhaul” according to
the report of Neiland Organs Wexford.
The organ itself was built by Henry
Bevington & Son of Soho, London.
Bevington is responsible for building,
rebuilding and restoring organs all around
the world including the 1865 rebuild
of the organ in St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Dublin. Awarded a first class medal for
organ building by Emperor Napoleon III in
1855 only concretes the level of class and
excellence Bevington brought to his field.
As a community we should be very proud
of the calibre of this instrument. Opened
and dedicated during High Mass on
December 6th 1857 this outstanding
organ Castlecomer was lucky to come
into possession of can only be seen as
an asset to the community. I am very
much looking forward to experiencing
the music of this organ on its return with
working pedals, all of the stop options
and without the unpredictability of sticky
keys!
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Give me a crash course
in...human trafficking
Michael Shortall

MORALITY MATTERS

I have noticed how Pope Francis makes a priority
of reaching out to those most in need.
Did you know that his very first visit outside of Rome
– just four months after he became Pope – was to
an extremely small island, called Lameadusa?
Where is that? And why did he go there?
Lampedusa off is the most southern part of Italy,
about 80 miles from north Africa. It is one of the
gateways for Africans fleeing poverty and conflict.
All too often migrants are drowned in the sea
trying to get there. He went to pray for those who
died and call attention to their situation. "We have
lost a sense of brotherly responsibility," he said, and
went on to denounce the traffickers who exploited
migrants.
Is human trafficking a big problem?
It undoubtedly is. According to RENATE (Religious
in Europe Networking against Trafficking and
Exploitation) human trafficking affects over 12
million people in Europe. Nearly 70% of the victims
are female with many being under 18 years old.
That is truly tragic. Behind each statistic is a real
person.
Yes. Many people from poor areas of the world
are promised a good life. Traffickers trick them
into paying them money and then ship people in
horrendous conditions. Far too many people end
up forced into domestic or intense labour jobs
in a way that can only be described as modern
slavery. Others are forced into prostitution, forced
marriages, begging, and other forms of servitude.
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It sounds like a vicious system, when
people are vulnerable to being exploited.
It certainly can be. Trafficking in People
ranks among the three most profitable
criminal activities in the world together
with illegal drugs and trafficking of arms.
Recently, Pope Francis said, “Human
trafficking is shameful for our society that
calls itself civilized.” The Catechism of the
Catholic Church states:
The seventh commandment (thou
shalt not steal) forbids acts or
enterprises that for any reason —
selfish or ideological, commercial, or
totalitarian — lead to the enslavement
of human beings, to their being
bought, sold and exchanged like
merchandise, in disregard for their
personal dignity. It is a sin against
the dignity of persons and their
fundamental rights to reduce them by
violence to their productive value or
to a source of profit. (Paragraph no.
2414)
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So what can be done?
Governments and organisations like
the European Union are doing a lot. In
Ireland many NGO’s (non-governmental
organisations) like Trocaire and Ruhama
play their part. But there is much to
be done. Only a few weeks ago, on
February 8th, Pope Francis led the first
every "International Day of Prayer and
Awareness against Human Trafficking". As
a day of prayer, it is a day of solidarity.
And as a day of greater awareness,
it refocuses our society desire to seek
solutions to the awful plight of these
enslaved people.
Why that particular day?
The 8th of February is the Feast Day of St
Josephine Bakhita. Originally from Sudan,
she was kidnapped as a child and sold
into slavery in Sudan and then Italy. Once
Josephine was freed, she became a nun
and dedicated her life to sharing her
testament of deliverance from slavery
and comforting the poor and suffering.
She was declared a Saint in 2000.

now available from
Ossory Adult Faith Development
office
To order
Tel. 056 7753624
Email afd@ossory.ie
or order online at www.ossory.ie/shop
Price: €5
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Ossory Diocesan Pastoral Council
Developing a Diocesan Pastoral Plan to give focus and direction to
the work of all pastoral groups in the diocese.

Drafting a Diocesan
Pastoral Plan...
Ann Daly, Facilitator; Fr Martin
Delaney, Chair of the Council of
Priests and Olivia Maher, ODPC.

The Journey
so far
page 22
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May 2010 was a significant starting
point of the journey. The Murphy and
Ryan reports into child abuse at churchrun institutions and within the Dublin
archdiocese had shocked the nation.
Dioceses around the country responded
in different ways. Ossory opted to invite
people to come to thirteen listening
sessions at various venues around the
diocese (three of those sessions were
specifically for second-level students).
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time?” and “ What gives you hope?” The
responses were collated and published
in booklet form. These responses fed
significantly into the priorities, goals and
contents of the draft pastoral plan as it is
today. The authority of the draft pastoral
plan comes from the Listening Sessions
and ensures that the plan is inspired and
developed from the bottom- up rather
than the top-down.
The next significant milestone came a
year later in April 2011, an assembly on
the theme of “co-responsibility”. Coresponsibility was a fairly radical term
first used by Pope Benedict in a letter to
Parish Councils in the Diocese of Rome.
The pope described how the Lay Faithful

The work of developing a pastoral plan for
the Diocese of Ossory could perhaps be best
described as a journey. The journey has taken
five years and sometimes the road ahead has
been fairly straight forward other times it has
been confusing with twists and turns, cul-desacs, poor road signage, the odd pot-hole and
even a few landmines! Sometimes the terrain
we have travelled has been rich pasture land,
other times it has been like un-ending desert.
However, we have now arrived at a critical
junction. There seems to be a fair wind behind
us but will we have the courage to jump onto
the next plain and see where it takes us?

Bishop Freeman attended each of those
sessions and he promised that the views
expressed would be acted upon in a
generous and constructive way. More
than eight hundred people attended
those listening sessions. The two prompt
questions at each gathering were; “What
is it like to be part of the church at this

together with the Clergy of a diocese
are co-responsible for the future of the
church and he called for structures and
strategies to be developed in each local
church that enshrined the principle of coresponsibility. In the Lent of 2011, Bishop
Seamus Freeman had written a pastoral
letter on the theme of co-responsibility
entitled Renewal in the Springtime. The
assembly, which was held in St Patrick’s
Parish Centre in Kilkenny, was attended
by 220 members of Parish Pastoral
Councils, Deanery Pastoral Councils
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and The Diocesan Pastoral Council.
The assembly was facilitated by Dr Tony
Hanna from Armagh diocese.
Following the assembly significant work
was carried out jointly by the Ossory
Diocesan Pastoral Council and Ossory
Council of Priests on proposals for the
grouping of parishes into “clusters” or
“pastoral areas”. This proposal was not
followed through on and provided us with
one of the cul-de- sac’s on the journey!
By January 2013 the three Deanery
Pastoral Councils and the Diocesan
Pastoral Council were coming to the end
of their terms of office. They engaged in
a process of evaluation and the results of
that evaluation provided a context for
an assembly which was held in Kilkenny
in April 2013. The main proposal coming
from the assembly and the evaluation
process was that a Diocesan Pastoral Plan
be developed to give focus and direction
to the work of all pastoral groups in the
diocese. Taken together, the collated
results of the Listening Sessions in 2010 and
the evaluation process and assembly
in 2013, are the two key catalysts in the
development of the Draft Pastoral Plan
as we have it today.
When the new Diocesan Pastoral Council
took office in January 2014 it adopted as
its main priority the development of the
pastoral plan. Research was carried out
mainly by Sr Helen Maher into how other
dioceses around the country had set
about similar projects. In March 2014 it
was decided to borrow the framework of
a “work plan” from the Diocese of Kerry
and use it as a model for developing a
plan for Ossory. A small working group
comprising of Sr Helen Maher, Paschal
Grace, Olivia Maher and Fr Martin
Delaney was set up to develop the project
further. By May 2014 significant work had
been done on the scope and content
of the draft plan and when this work
was presented to the Diocesan Pastoral
Council it was agreed that the next step
would be to prepare an introductory
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vision statement to give the plan a sound
theological and spiritual foundation. The
fruit of Olivia Maher’s labour is a very fine
piece which is entitled: Our vision for a
Diocesan Pastoral Plan. (the text of the
Vision Statement follows) The Diocesan
Pastoral Council decided that the time
was now right to present the draft plan to
a joint meeting of the Diocesan Pastoral
Council and the Ossory Council of Priests.
Initially this joint meeting was set for
September 2014 but was later postponed
until December 2014. In the intervening
period the draft plan was presented to
Bishop Freeman for his reflections and
input. The Chairpersons of the Diocesan
Pastoral Council and the Ossory Council
of Priests, Mgr. Michael Ryan and Fr
Martin Delaney met with Bishop Freeman
in late September 2014 to discuss various
matters relating to the draft plan. The
bishop declared his full support for the
plan and was very enthusiastic that it
should be presented to the joint meeting
of the two representative bodies. One
key recommendation of the working
group was also discussed at that meeting
with the bishop, the appointment of a
facilitator to drive the development and
implementation of the plan throughout
the diocese in the years ahead. Mgr. Ryan
was asked to bring the issue of financing
the role of facilitator before a meeting
of the diocesan Finance Committee. He
undertook to do this and reported that
the Finance Committee was favourable
in principle to the proposal.
Between September and December
2014 the Working Group continued to
meet regularly to fine-tune the details of
the plan and how it would be presented
to the joint meeting in December. That
joint meeting of The Diocesan Pastoral
Council and The Ossory Council of
Priests took place in the Chapter House
at St Mary’s Cathedral on Tuesday 9th
of December 2014. This meeting was
facilitated by Fr Liam Power, Diocese of
Waterford and Lismore. At the request
of Bishop Freeman the three newly
appointed Vicars Forane were also
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invited to the gathering. The meeting
in the Chapter House enthusiastically
accepted the proposed draft plan and
made some helpful suggestions.
Following the December gathering in the
Chapter House the Diocesan Pastoral
Council decided to present the draft plan
to the February 2015 meetings of the three
Deanery Pastoral Councils. In addition
to the regular membership, lay, religious
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and clerical, all priests in each deanery
were invited to these meetings. The plan
received a very strong endorsement at
all the deanery meetings. The next step
on the journey is to formally present the
draft pastoral plan to Bishop Freeman
and request that he formally adopt it for
the diocese. The journey continues and
in many ways it is just beginning!
Fr Martin Delaney
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DIOCESE OF OSSORY
Our vision for a Diocesan Pastoral Plan
The	
  Diocese	
  of	
  Ossory	
  is	
  the	
  local	
  expression	
  of	
  the	
  universal	
  Church	
  and	
  
shares	
  in	
  the	
  mission	
  of	
  Jesus	
  who	
  came	
  on	
  earth	
  to	
  proclaim	
  the	
  Good	
  News	
  
of	
  God’s	
  Kingdom.	
  	
  Jesus	
  came	
  to	
  let	
  people	
  know	
  that	
  they	
  are	
  loved	
  by	
  God	
  
and	
  to	
  show	
  them	
  how	
  to	
  respond	
  to	
  that	
  love	
  by	
  living	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  the	
  
Gospel.	
  	
  Participation	
  in	
  the	
  mission	
  of	
  Jesus	
  challenges	
  the	
  Diocese	
  to	
  enable	
  
all	
  its	
  members	
  to	
  live	
  the	
  faith	
  they	
  profess.	
  
Ossory	
  has	
  always	
  had	
  a	
  rich	
  tradition	
  of	
  vibrant	
  local	
  groups	
  working	
  
throughout	
  the	
  diocese.	
  These	
  groups	
  consist	
  of	
  clergy,	
  religious	
  and	
  lay	
  
people	
  working	
  together	
  to	
  bring	
  the	
  Good	
  News	
  of	
  the	
  Gospel	
  to	
  all	
  through	
  
many	
  and	
  varied	
  ministries.	
  	
  
A	
  pastoral	
  plan	
  for	
  Ossory	
  seeks	
  to	
  invite	
  all	
  these	
  groups	
  to	
  come	
  on	
  a	
  journey	
  
together	
  into	
  a	
  new	
  era	
  of	
  change	
  in	
  the	
  Church.	
  It	
  is	
  our	
  hope	
  that	
  the	
  passion	
  
and	
  commitment	
  shown	
  in	
  the	
  diocese	
  can	
  continue	
  to	
  grow	
  under	
  this	
  new	
  
pastoral	
  plan	
  and	
  that	
  the	
  joy	
  that	
  people	
  experience	
  in	
  their	
  own	
  parishes	
  can	
  
be	
  celebrated	
  and	
  form	
  part	
  of	
  a	
  plan	
  for	
  the	
  whole	
  diocese.	
  	
  
In	
  these	
  difficult	
  times	
  that	
  we	
  find	
  ourselves	
  in	
  as	
  Church,	
  it	
  may	
  be	
  hard	
  for	
  
people	
  and	
  indeed	
  diocesean	
  groups,	
  to	
  always	
  feel	
  joy	
  in	
  their	
  work.	
  The	
  
pressure	
  of	
  success	
  and	
  the	
  expectation	
  to	
  suceed	
  in	
  everything	
  weighs	
  heavy	
  
on	
  diocesan	
  work.	
  Pope	
  Francis	
  in	
  Evangelii	
  Gaudium,	
  encourages	
  us	
  not	
  to	
  
despair,	
  and	
  lose	
  hope,	
  because	
  even	
  in	
  the	
  small	
  things	
  that	
  we	
  do,	
  ‘joy	
  is	
  
present’.1	
  	
  In	
  Evangelii	
  Gaudium	
  he	
  also	
  challanges	
  us	
  to	
  recover	
  the	
  original	
  
freshness	
  of	
  the	
  Gospel	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  remember	
  the	
  joy	
  that	
  comes	
  from	
  
evangelising.	
  	
  So	
  it	
  is	
  with	
  this	
  in	
  mind	
  that	
  we	
  endevour	
  to	
  plan	
  together	
  as	
  a	
  
diocese	
  and	
  create	
  a	
  pastoral	
  plan	
  that	
  awakens	
  the	
  memory	
  of	
  the	
  joy	
  of	
  the	
  
Gospel	
  in	
  people	
  and	
  parishes.	
  	
  

Our	
  remit	
  is	
  echoed	
  in	
  the	
  words	
  o
all	
  the	
  nations’.2	
  This	
  brings	
  alive	
  P
out	
  of	
  our	
  comfort	
  zone	
  and	
  get	
  in
aim	
  that	
  this	
  diocesan	
  pastoral	
  pla
being	
  done	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  identify	
  new

As	
  a	
  community,	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  work
exploring	
  these	
  new	
  avenues	
  and	
  
disagreements	
  or	
  criticism.	
  Dioces
they	
  are	
  to	
  be	
  sustained	
  into	
  the	
  fu
isolation,	
  therefore	
  placing	
  great	
  im
community	
  .	
  4	
  

Our	
  model	
  for	
  community	
  can	
  be	
  s
when	
  he	
  speaks	
  about	
  the	
  gifts	
  be
community.	
  Every	
  gift	
  comes	
  from
the	
  same	
  Lord	
  (12:5),	
  and	
  is	
  ordere
believers	
  (12:12-‐26).5	
  Therefore,	
  e
and	
  join	
  together	
  in	
  their	
  efforts	
  to
these	
  efforts	
  are	
  not	
  to	
  divide	
  us,	
  a
can	
  work	
  together	
  in	
  the	
  ongoing	
  t

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

The	
  Diocesan	
  Pastoral	
  Plan	
  is	
  not	
  a
part	
  of	
  something	
  new,	
  a	
  new	
  way
mission	
  to	
  bring	
  new	
  life	
  to	
  the	
  dio
to	
  accept	
  that	
  the	
  future	
  shape	
  of	
  
the	
  guidance	
  of	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  in	
  a
ownership	
  of	
  that	
  task	
  which	
  is	
  ou
creatively	
  and	
  collaboratively	
  invo

	
  Evangelii	
  Gaudium,	
  The	
  Joy	
  of	
  the	
  Gospel,	
  Pope	
  Francis,	
  Apostolic	
  Exhortation	
  on	
  the	
  Proclamation	
  of	
  the	
  
Gospel	
  in	
  Today’s	
  World;	
  p.	
  11.	
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2

	
  Matthew	
  28:	
  19	
  
	
  Evangelii	
  Gaudium;	
  p.19.	
  
	
  Ibid,	
  p.	
  13.	
  
5
	
  Pascuzzi	
  Maria	
  A.,	
  First	
  and	
  Second	
  Corinthians
3
4
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of	
  Jesus,	
  ‘Go	
  therefore	
  and	
  make	
  disciples	
  of	
  
Pope	
  Francis’	
  words	
  that	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  go	
  forth	
  
nvolved	
  in	
  people’s	
  lives.3	
  	
  Therfore	
  it	
  is	
  our	
  
an	
  incorporate	
  and	
  support	
  all	
  existing	
  work	
  
w	
  avenues	
  in	
  which	
  to	
  develop.	
  

k	
  together	
  to	
  search	
  for	
  the	
  means	
  of	
  
	
  not	
  be	
  put	
  off	
  by	
  possible	
  failure,	
  
san	
  groups	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  part	
  of	
  something	
  if	
  
uture.	
  Pope	
  Francis	
  says	
  that	
  life	
  weakens	
  in	
  
mportance	
  on	
  co-‐operation	
  within	
  

seen	
  in	
  St.	
  Paul	
  writing	
  to	
  the	
  Corinthians	
  
estowed	
  on	
  members	
  of	
  a	
  Christian	
  
m	
  the	
  same	
  Spirit	
  (1	
  Cor.	
  12:14),	
  in	
  service	
  of	
  
ed	
  to	
  the	
  welfare	
  of	
  the	
  whole	
  body	
  of	
  
each	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  diocese	
  is	
  asked	
  to	
  share	
  
o	
  proclaim	
  the	
  Gospel.	
  Most	
  important	
  of	
  all,	
  
as	
  Paul	
  warns,	
  but	
  that	
  as	
  a	
  community	
  we	
  
task	
  of	
  realising	
  our	
  mission.	
  

asking	
  people	
  to	
  do	
  something	
  new	
  but	
  to	
  be	
  
y	
  of	
  being	
  a	
  community,	
  ‘united’	
  in	
  the	
  one	
  
ocese.	
  The	
  Diocesan	
  Pastoral	
  Plan	
  is	
  asking	
  us	
  
	
  the	
  Church	
  in	
  Ossory	
  is	
  in	
  our	
  hands,	
  under	
  
a	
  new	
  Pentecost.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  asking	
  us	
  to	
  take	
  
urs	
  through	
  our	
  Baptism.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  inviting	
  us	
  to	
  be	
  
olved	
  in	
  this	
  mission.	
  	
  

s,	
  Liturgical	
  Press,	
  Minnesota:	
  2005;	
  p.21	
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OSSORY DIOCESAN
DRAFT PASTORAL PLAN
The strands of the plan:
1. Co - Responsibility for the Mission (Working
Together)

“We care, that is why we are here”
(Listening Sessions, 2010).
Goal: Structural Renewal at diocesan level
to strengthen the relationship between
leadership in the diocese and diocesan
bodies. This would make the co-responsibility
of all, clergy, religious, lay men and women,
a reality. It is in the context of co-responsibility
that vocations to priesthood and consecrated
life will be specifically promoted.
2. Reimagine Parish Leadership in Light of
Today's Reality

“Parish Areas/Clustering…this needs
to be addressed” (Pastoral Councils
Evaluation, 2013).
Goal: A new Parish Leadership Strategy that
would involve preparing parishes for joining
with other parishes. Talking and listening to
priests and people in all parishes. Consulting
parishioners about how best to plan for the
joinings. Designing a new way of working for
the newly grouped parishes.
3. Pastoral Care of Priests

People expressed very strongly their
appreciation for the work of their local
priests. (Listening Sessions 2010)
Goal: Acknowledging the unique contribution
that priests make and have made to the faith
life of the Diocese, the goal is to identify and
promote what best supports them at every
stage of their life and ministry.
4. Liturgy

“Our faith is in God, Jesus, the
sacraments and prayer; this hasn’t
changed one bit” (Listening Sessions,
2010).
Goal: To re-vitalise the celebration of Sunday
Eucharist & the liturgies of Advent, Lent, Easter
& Christmas as participative, meaningful and
spiritually nourishing.
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5. Young People

“There needs to be a renewed
commitment to resource and fund
youth ministry in the Diocese” (Listening
Sessions, 2010).
Goal: To develop a definite strategy for
Youth Faith Development at diocesan level
coordinating the initiatives already in place.
6. Child Safeguarding

“Specifically in relation to [child] abuse
it was stated that every child has a right
to be listened to and that every person
has a right to be heard” (Listening
Sessions, 2010).
Goal: To provide support for the area of
Child Safeguarding at Diocesan level by
continuing to develop the area of child
safegurading policies and procedures to
ensure best practice in this area.
7. Communication

“People would like to see a more proactive engagement with the media
from the Church at national and
diocesan level” (Listening Sessions,
2010).
Goal: Pro-active engagement with the
local media by establishing good links with
all forms of local media - newspaper, radio,
diocesan web site etc.
8. Outreach

“People long for a Church that is
humble, simple and faithful to the
message of Jesus” (Listening Sessions,
2010).
Goal: To develop the parish’s vocation of
witness in the wider society of Justice, Peace
and Care for the Earth.
9. Nourishing Faith

“Adult Faith Development Group
highly commended” (Pastoral Councils
Evaluation, 2013).
Goal: To support the work of Faith Renewal
in the diocese, developing and enhancing
what is already being done. To complement
and support the work of religious education
and faith formation of children and young
people.
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RESPONSES FROM
SOME DEANERY
PASTORAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS
Northern Deanery
Barbara Joyce and Assumpta Casey
responded to the Ossory Diocesan Draft
Pastoral Plan which was presented at the
Northern Deanery Pastoral Council on
26th February. Some of the things they
said:
“The need for the Ossory Diocesan
Pastoral Plan was recognised by those
present as necessary to give focus to all
parishes, in the hope of nourishing our
faith development and looking to the
future with a bright new hope.”
“The goal for Working Together is
structural renewal at diocesan level. We
feel this area will be a huge challenge to
achieve.”
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“The goal of the area of Liturgy is to
promote life giving liturgies in every
parish. There is a general lack of interest
of the faithful in this area. This issue, from
our perspective, needs to be addressed.
“There needs to be a renewed effort to
resource and fund youth projects, so that
youth ministry may be developed within
the diocese.”
“The use of the parish newsletter and
Ossory Times and the formulation of
material from the parishes for these
publications could be of benefit in
creating a proactive response with the
media.”
Barbara Joyce and Assumpta Casey

Middle Deanery
The February meeting of the Middle
Deanery Pastoral Council was devoted
to the presentation and discussion of the
Draft Diocesan Plan.

“The goal for new Parish Leadership
strategy in our view is that some of these
areas are being covered already. It will
take some time for the faithful to accept
the necessity for these changes.”

Adoption of this plan will bring into
sharp focus the strategic direction the
Diocese will adopt. This is an important
consideration as the Diocese is our local
expression of the Catholic Church.

“The Diocesan Pastoral Plan is asking us
to accept that the future of the church in
Ossory is in our hands, under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit in a new Pentecost.
We believe this statement to be true,
especially in today’s world, where we
have very few priests or religious to guide
the faithful in the challenges facing the
church today.”

Upon conclusion of the presentation a
discussion by the Council took place

“The draft was drawn up from the reports
of the listening sessions and evaluation
process, which had taken place over the
last four years. The members of the various
parish council had attended these
sessions and many of the suggestions
had come from this area, so that most
parishes had an input into the putting
together of this Draft Plan.”

It was considered that for the plan to be
successfully implemented it would need
to be broken into stages and firstly focus
on the fundamental aspects of the plan.
The Middle Deanery Council felt these
fundaments aspects were as follows
1. Turning the Draft Plan outlined into
a Plan that has the support of the
Bishop and Priests of the Diocese.
2. Identifying the new Pastoral Areas of
the Diocese
3. Working Together to achieve proactive Parish Pastoral Councils - Priests
and Lay People working together
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4. Liturgy for First Holy Communion and
Confirmation preparation.
5. Youth and getting active involvement
of young people in the Diocese.
6. Centre for nourishing faith to replace
Peace in Christ Retreat House.
The plan reflected the hard work and
commitment of the members who
helped to bring it to draft stage, but in
order for the Draft Plan to come to fruition
some steps are required to bring about its
implementation.
The appointment of a facilitator would
be required on a full time basis. It was
believed this would show a commitment
to the Plan and its implementation
From the appointment of this facilitator
it was hoped there would be a better
communication flow between Ossory
Diocesan Council, the Middle Deanery
Council and then on to the parishes
In conjunction with the facilitator
Proactive Parish Council working from the
ground up would also be required.
What does this mean for me? I was asked
to contribute this piece to the Ossory
Times Magazine. I am in my 30’s and am
involved in my Parish Pastoral Council
and on the Middle Deanery Council.
I asked myself what I took from the
presentation and meeting. If I’m honest
I took some hope. I took solace in the
acknowledgement that change is
required.
Changes are required because the
society in which we live is changing. The
attitudes and priorities of younger people
have changed. My church faces a new
reality and this plan looks towards this.
You can never plan the future by the
past, however we cannot ignore the past
in our search for the future.
The essence of any plan is choosing what
not to do and following through on what
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you choose to do. It is my hope that this
plan becomes the direction the Diocese
takes.
“Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not
yet come. We have only today. Let us
begin.” Mother Teresa
Alan Burke

Southern Deanery
“We care, that is why we are here”
The Ossory draft Diocesan Pastoral Plan is
welcome in today’s religious society. The
draft, which is currently being reviewed
and added to, is an indication of the ever
changing times that we live in. Right from
the onset, the pastoral draft vision has
been clear.
The main vision is to highlight the
challenges that face the Church and
invite all the relevant groups to be part
of a journey that can help the existence
and growth of the Church. There are
many challenges that the church faces
today. The key areas that have be
identified are working together, parish
leadership structures, liturgy, young
people,
communication,
outreach,
nourishing faith and child safe-guarding.
Within each area there are specific
objectives which have been identified
and in turn need particular focus. Many of
the key areas both need a lot of work to
implement and, most importantly, need
the help of the lay people. With time and
effort the Plan will need to find its strength
and will also have to be flexible to
change with modern day society. I also
feel that the Plan will need to focus on
other aspects and surroundings. The role
of the laity going forward will hopefully
be able to continue the work which has
been evident over numerous centuries
and strive to continue the celebration of
Sunday Eucharist and the liturgies of all
feast days and celebrations.
Declan Wall
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Response of the
Facilitator
In January 2013 I was asked to facilitate
the evaluation process of the outgoing
Diocesan and Deanery Pastoral councils.
That process culminated in an Assembly
in St Patrick’s Centre, Loughboy, Kilkenny.
The main proposal from this meeting was
that a Pastoral Plan be developed for the
Diocese. Two years later I was delighted
to be invited back to facilitate the three
Deanery Pastoral Council meetings held
recently where the Draft Pastoral Plan
was presented to those in attendance.
I found myself as interested and eager
to hear the details of the plan as those
gathered.
Those involved in the work of pastoral
councils at parish, deanery and diocesan
level are deeply committed to their
faith and the life of the church. This was
evident in the close attention given to
the presentations in each of the venues
and to the responses made to the plan.
Whenever there is a gathering of lay,
religious and clergy together there is an
energy and a heightened awareness of
the importance of community and the
notion of co-responsibility.
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In each of the three gatherings unanimous
support was given for the approval
and launch of the Draft Pastoral Plan
by the Bishop. However some feared
that unless the necessary steps towards
implementation were taken this plan
could remain a wonderful aspiration on
paper rather than become a working
reality in the Diocese.
The parish, deanery and diocesan
pastoral councils provide an excellent
structure and the Draft Pastoral Plan gives
the blue-print through which we can
respond to the invitation to “come on a
journey together into a new era of change
in the church” (Vision statement). It was
apparent from the meetings that people
are willing to be involved in the “mission
to bring new life to the diocese” and “to
take ownership of that task which is ours
through our Baptism” (Vision Statement).
The workers in the vineyard are eager
and willing. This is an opportunity that
should not be missed.
Ann Daly

Each venue produced lively discussions
and while the content of these
discussions varied there was widespread
acknowledgement of
the
current
difficulties and challenges facing the
church. Many spoke of how the lack
of vocations will force an even greater
change in the next ten years. Preparing
for this eventuality and the need to
prioritise youth ministry were to the
forefront of the concerns expressed.
However, while giving voice to these
and other concerns there was no sense
of despair. On the contrary, the mood
was one of hope coupled with a sense
of determination, the determination that
comes from knowing there is important
work to be done.
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Jenkinstown

St Colman's Church, Conahy

page 32

St Patrick's Church, Ballyragget
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There is a need to move from continuous
talking to a more positive pro-active
action, stemming from prayer and
reflection

The priest
in two parishes
Eamon O'Gorman

Reflecting on the present and future life of the
church here in Ossory in the light of the drop in
vocations and the ageing profile of priests in the
Diocese, we need to ask a number of questions
about the way forward and what the future holds!
There are a number of possibilities:
• Bury our heads in the sand, hoping that the
problem will cease or go away.
• Look for answers in history and say – “it was
this way in the past and our church and will
eventually come right”.
• Blame it on culture and materialism.
• Import help from other countries and continents
– we brought the faith to so many – now it is
their turn to give us a dig out.
• Accept the situation in the light of the Gospel
– with faith and hope in our hearts that Christ
is at the centre and see our role as instruments
of God’s love and peace. proclaiming the
Gospel of joy. St Teresa of Avila said: ‘Pray as
if everything depended on God and work as if
everything depended on you’.
It is this latter option that appeals to me most.
Turning to the gospel of Saint John (12:24) – ‘Truly,
truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls
into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if
it dies, it bears much fruit.’ When we look at the
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Ballyouskill Church

‘kenosis’/ self emptying of a loving God
as depicted in Philippians 2:5-11 we get
a glimpse of where we are going aligned
with Jesus’ washing of the disciples feet.
(Jn 13:4-9). This leads us, as community,
to re-look at a model of Church for the
‘now’ and the ‘future’. We must examine
the role of servant leadership, stemming
from a profound relationship with Jesus
and the call to discipleship.
There is an urgent need to ‘look outside
the box’, to seek new answers to new
situations. We need a spirituality that
reaches out and touches people in their
life experiences. We need a formation
and education on the scriptures and
sacraments – giving new energy and new
life to our expressions of coming together
and prayer. We need the openness of
the Jesus who washed the feet of the
disciples. Our hallmark, as a Christian
people, should be ‘look how they love
one another’. There is a need to move
from continuous talking to a more positive
pro-active action, stemming from prayer
and reflection which will cause us to
grow as people and priests building the
Kingdom of God.
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It is in the context of ministering within the
two parishes of Conahy and Ballyragget
that we look at the role of the priest
and the people of God. Thirty five years
ago there were five priests ministering
between the two parishes which possibly
had less of a population. With that in mind
we need a ‘New Pentecost’ (Acts 2:1ff).
We need an opening of the windows of
the heart and mind, allowing the ‘Ruah’ /
Breath of the Holy Spirit to melt us, guide
us, rule us and fill us…. giving glory to the
Father in Jesus, His Son. Maybe like Pope
Francis we need to take the words of St
Francis of Assisi: "Preach the Gospel at all
times and when necessary use words."
We are continually blessed with the
people from all age groups in our
parishes with a spiritual hunger in their
hearts. There are signs of new buds and
I must say I’m extremely blessed to be
ministering beside such energetic and
good people. Together, let us move
forward as a people of the resurrection
filled with the Holy Spirit.
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Breda Campion

The present church in Johnstown was built in 1831
and dedicated to St Kieran.

HISTORY MATTERS

St Kieran's Church
Johnstown
St Kieran is believed to have lived in Fertagh, two miles from the
village itself, where there is a splendid round tower. The full name is
Fertagh na gCaorach. Many different meanings are given for this:
Canon Carrigan "the grave of the sheep", Thomas P. Lyng "Fertae
Cearach" a circular grave, St Kieran is supposed to have put the
place in the care of one of his followers nicknamed "the sheep" so
choose your own meaning!!
Kieran lived there for many years but legend has it that his pet
lamb was stolen, killed and eaten but nobody would own up to
this and Kieran had the lamb speak from the culprit's stomach. The
Saint prophesied that Fertagh would never be without a rogue or
a robber. Shortly after he left Fertagh and travelled to Errill, Co.
Laois but he thought that wasn't far enough so he continued on
his way and ended up in Seir Kieran where he died.
The Church in Johnstown has many treasures from Fertagh,
over the entrance door is an elegant cut stone window. In the
boundary wall on the left hand side as you face the church is
a carved limestone crucifixion. The figure is carved in relief. The
body is contorted, the muscles of the arms and legs are depicted
by the raised ribs, the stomach by the empty triangle, the tendons
of the neck are taut and tense. The face has a forceful look,
the almond shaped eyes, open mouth. The legs are bent at the
knees, feet crossed.
Under the crucifixion is an escalop shaped shell from old
Foulkscourt Church once used as a holy water font. The baptismal
font is polygon in shape and decorated beautifully with heads,
tudor roses and other motifs which also came from Fertagh and is
used for baptisms to this day.
How great it is to think of the many, many people who were
baptised, who blessed themselves, who looked at the strange
crucifixion or who looked through the cut stone window over
many hundreds of years and continue to do so to this very day. I
am sure there are lots of treasures like these in churches up and
down the country and we think of the great people who carved
these treasures and marvel at their skills in times when everything
had to be done by hand and there wasn't a computer in sight!!!
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Church needs to take up and advance her involvement
in the developing world of media so as to defend the
truth and attract and hold the attention of those who are
searching for meaning in their lives today.

Radio
Ministry
Dan Carroll

broadcast and it was an enjoyable and
learning experience for me as a young
priest and for the people of Kilmacow at
the time.

My involvement in radio ministry began as
far back as 1983 when the late Monsignor
Martin Campion invited me to be the
celebrant of Sunday Mass broadcast by
RTE Radio from the chapel of St Kieran’s
College. I was curate in Kilmacow at the
time and, with the local parish choir and
members of the congregation, I made
my way to Kilkenny and broadcast the
Mass to the people of Ireland. I recall
there was general satisfaction with the
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Sometime later, following my transfer
onto the staff of St Kieran’s College, I
was the recipient of another invitation
from Monsignor Campion, who was
by then the President of St Kieran’s
College. This time the invitation was to
represent the Catholic Church on a
local radio committee in Kilkenny City.
This committee was made up of lay and
clerical members of the local Church
of Ireland, the Presbyterian Church, the
Methodist Church and ourselves in the
Roman Catholic Church. Its purpose was
to source local material for and to support
the late Deirdre Quinn in broadcasting
on the local community radio station. The
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committee met informally once a month,
usually in Deirdre’s home, to discuss issues
of a social and religious nature and to
suggest ways of highlighting religious
affairs on the local radio station. Over a
number of years it was an interesting and
a challenging task which introduced me
to many fine men and women from the
different Christian traditions in the area. I
learned to respect and work with some
wonderful people from the different
churches and it fostered my interest in
inter-church dialogue and ecumenism.
In December 1996, on the announcement
of Deirdre Quinn’s sudden retirement
from broadcasting because of her failing
health, it fell to the radio committee
to find someone new to sit before
the microphone every week. Out of
desperation rather than design it was
agreed that Vicki Sandall of the Kilkenny
Presbyterian Church and I would continue
the programming for a short number of
weeks while someone more suitable was
found and recruited. The rest, as they
say, is history and almost twenty years
later Vicki and I continue to be voluntary
hosts of a weekly programme presented
on behalf of the four major Churches. In
the meantime the ownership, thrust and
ethos of local radio has changed in our
area and the Kilkenny community owned
station on which we started broadcasting
has now been replaced by a local
commercial station broadcasting to
communities across Carlow and Kilkenny.
Working fulltime in a busy parish the
commitment of putting together and
broadcasting a weekly programme can
be time consuming and challenging
but I believe it is always well worth the
effort. I see my commitment to the
weekly programme as yet another way
of bringing the Good News of Jesus Christ
to our audience. To me it is an effective
weekly contribution to spreading and
defending the Good News and fostering
Christian influence in our local community.
Reflecting on my small involvement in
radio broadcasting over the past twenty
years I believe the Church urgently needs
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to put greater resources into training and
funding creative and talented people to
take up and advance her involvement in
the developing world of media so as to
defend the truth and attract and hold the
attention of those who are searching for
meaning in their lives today. “Along with
traditional means such as witness of life,
catechetics, personal contact, popular
piety, the liturgy and similar celebrations,
the use of media is now essential in
evangelization and catechesis.” (Aetatis
Novae, 17).
Fr Dan Carroll and Vicki Sandall present
Soul Matters on KCLR each Sunday
morning between 9.00am and 10.00am.

Diocese of Ossory
Remainng Confirmation
Dates for 2015
EASTER		
APRIL
Saturday, 18th 	St Patrick’s - St Mary’s
Cathedral
Sunday, 19th 		
Durrow
Thursday, 23rd		School of the Holy Spirit and
St Patrick’s School, Kells
Road – St Fiacre’s Church
Saturday, 25th 	St John’s
Sunday, 26th 		Mooncoin
MAY
Saturday, 2nd 		
Clara - St Mary’s Cathedral
Sunday, 3rd 		
Ballyhale
Saturday, 9th 		Gaelscoil
St
Mary’s
Cathedral
Sunday, 10th 		Thomastown
Saturday, 16th
Castlecomer
Saturday, 17th
Ballyragget
LOURDES
Saturday, 30th 	Mullinavat
Sunday, 31st 		Glenmore
JUNE
Saturday, 6th 		Rosbercon
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Bishop Freeman launches
St Mary’s Cathedral Draw
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Diocese of Ossory
News Release 16th February 2015
Bishop Freeman launches St Mary's Cathedral Draw
St Mary’s Cathedral – a living centrepiece to the lives of so many people,
a landmark for generations, built by our fore bearers
and passed down through generations.
Members of the clergy, religious and lay faithful gathered at the newly restored St Mary’s
Cathedral Chapter Room in February to witness Bishop Séamus Freeman S.A.C., Bishop of
Ossory, launch a fundraising draw to enable the diocese to embark on the restoration of
St Mary’s’ Cathedral, the Mother Church of the Diocese of Ossory. In launching the draw
Bishop Séamus described St Mary’s Cathedral as “a living centrepiece to the lives of so
many people, a landmark for generations, built by our fore bearers and passed down
through generations.”
Describing the cathedral as “an important place of worship, a great source of comfort
for many, from near and far” and referring to the unmatched “beauty and potential of
the sanctuary area” Bishop Séamus appealed to the people of the Diocese of Ossory to
nurture and protect our inheritance for future generations: “St Mary’s Cathedral belongs
to each one of us – that is – to every baptised member of the Catholic Church in Ossory.”
St Mary’s Cathedral, which opened on 4th October 1857, was built and paid for by the
people of the Diocese of Ossory during Famine times; a time of severe poverty and
distress in Ireland. It was also built following the Penal Laws, which was also a period of
great difficulty and persecution for Catholics. The cathedral, then as now, is a symbol of
our faith, and perhaps too, is a promise of a better and more confident future for all of us.
Bishop Séamus said “Our cathedral is more than just an historic building: it is and should
continue to be a vibrant place, playing a significant role in the lives of countless people
from near and far. It is a place of worship and prayer, a sacred place of refuge, a place
of comfort. It is ours to nurture and to protect as an inheritance for future generations.”
Fr Pat Dalton, Vicar Forane and Parish Priest of Gowran, is the draw coordinator and leader
of the Draw Committee which is made up of priests, religious and laity from the diocese.
Appealing for the active support of all in the diocese Fr.Pat underscored the importance
and influence of St Mary’s Cathedral in his own life and referred to its influence on the
lives of so many people in Ossory. “I would love to see this cathedral restored to its former
beauty. To this end I appeal for the active support of my fellow priests, religious and laity
of our diocese.”
While acknowledging that many parishes are raising funds for local projects at the
moment Fr Pat said there is a need to get all parishes on board with subscribers and
promoters to help the conservation and restoration. He hoped that every Catholic
family in the Diocese of Ossory would be willing to do “some little bit” for the St Mary’s
Cathedral Restoration Fund. Adapting a slogan used by U.S. President Barack Obama Fr
Pat concluded “Together we can do this job of restoration and renovation.”
Tickets for the Diocesan Draw are available from parochial houses throughout the Diocese
of Ossory, from priests and volunteer promoters in parishes and from the Chapter House
Bookshop at St Mary’s Cathedral. Tickets cost €10 per month and there is an annual prize
fund of €60,000. The first draw took place place at St Mary’s Cathedral Chapter House at
8.00pm on Wednesday, 25th March 2015 and thereafter on the last Wednesday of each
month. All are welcome to attend.
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Phil Cooke

St Joseph's
Young Priests Society

For further information on the St Joseph’s Young Priests
Society please contact Marian Fennelly 086 0693510

is a lay organisation approved by the Irish Episcopal Conference
and which is under the special patronage of St Joseph.

George Dee. (National President) Deacon Fergal O’Neill, Marian Fennelly (National Vice-President), Paul Clarke
and John Murphy at the Dublin Provincial Congress in Kilkenny.

The purpose of the Society as outlined in the
constitution is two-fold:
1. To foster vocations to the priesthood and
religious life and to assist financially students
for the priesthood.
2. To promote the vocation of the laity to
foster a greater understanding and love
of the Mass and to help members to be in
Christ’s presence in every aspect of life.
The Society was founded in 1895 by Mrs
Olivia Taaffe who was then 63 years of age.
Olivia was born Olivia Mary Blake in 1832.
Her oldest brother died a few months after
birth. Her sister Harriet was born more than
a year later. On the 24th June 1832 Olivia
and a twin brother were born. Olivia’s twin
brother died at birth and her mother died a
few months later.
Olivia and her sister Harriet were brought
up by their maternal grandmother and
two aunts from whom they got a very
strict upbringing. She and her sister were
educated by a French governess and
Olivia completed her education in Paris. it
was while she was in France that she came
into contact with the Arch Confraternity of
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St Joseph near Marainville, South of Paris.
Olivia, who already had a deep devotion to
St Joseph, enrolled as a member of the Arch
Confraternity and became a promoter in
Ireland for its work. The Arch Confraternity in
France collected money to build a seminary
and prepare young men for the priesthood
particularly for work on the missions. After
many years of working and collecting money
mainly from wealthy friends and relatives
Olivia became conscious that there were
young men in Ireland who were interested in
becoming priests but whose parents could
not afford to pay for the seminary fees and
so with the blessing of Canon Joseph Leon
Roy who spearheaded the work of the Arch
Confraternity in France, Olivia turned her
attention to fundraising for the education
of young men to the priesthood in Ireland.
In the meantime Harriet (Olivia’s sister)
had entered the Presentation Convent
in Middleton in Cork and Olivia married
John Taaffe, a wealthy landowner living in
County Meath. Olivia and John had one
child, George Robert who was plagued with
ill health. Her husband John was a great
support and encouragement to Olivia in her
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St Joseph's Young Priests Society Annual Dinner

page 41

ossory times

april 2015

work. Unfortunately and tragically both John
Taaffe and their only son George died at an
early age from ill health. Overcome by grief
at her loss, Olivia now threw herself into the
work of fundraising in the interest of fostering
vocations in Ireland. A woman of great faith
and holiness, she was indefatigable in pursuit
of the cause which she espoused and her
work was supported by many bishops and
some Jesuit priests most notably Fr Darlington
SJ and Fr Browne SJ.

of the society are discussed and events
organised. A daily prayer for vocations is
said and an annual subscription of €10 is
donated by each member. There are also
many members who support by prayer and
the annual donation but who are not in a
position to attend monthly meetings.

In 1895 St Joseph’s Priest Society was
formally established. In order that news of
the work of the organisation would reach
the greatest number of people a quarterly
magazine, The Sheaf was published based
on the French original La Gerbe de Saint
Joseph – St Joseph’s Sheaf. This magazine
would give an account of the work of the
society, invite new members and spread
devotion to St Joseph. The first copy of
The Sheaf was edited and published by Fr
Darlington SJ. It is still being published today
and it keeps members up to date with the
work of the Society and missionary activities
both at home and abroad. Initially the
money collected by Olivia was from wealthy
relatives and friends. As the society spread it
became clear that a more formal structure
needed to be created.

Year	Students	Overseas	Total	Exp	Ordinations

Today St Joseph’s Young Priests Society is led
by a national council headed by a national
president, two vice presidents, treasurer and
spiritual director. The headquarters is in 23
Merrion Square, Dublin. For the purpose of
administration, the country is divided into
four provinces, Armagh, Dublin, Cashel
and Tuam. The Diocese of Ossory is in the
Dublin province. In each diocese there are
parish branches which cater for a local
area in terms of membership and which
are administered by a president, secretary,
treasurer and spiritual director. There are
also vocational branches which cater for
members in a particular trade or profession.
Currently there are 422 branches nationwide
and there are 16 branches in the Diocese
of Ossory. Each branch holds a monthly
meeting when prayers are said, matters
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The following table shows a breakdown of
the seminarians, Irish and overseas who were
helped over the past 3 year period.

2011/12

108

711

819

€890,558 178

2012/13

107

715

822

€889,933 147

2013/14

120

738

858

€948,644 177

The society organises many religious events
during the year. Most notable is Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament in parish churches
and particularly the annual Forty Hours
Adoration for the Feast of Christ the King
held at the end of November. There is an
annual pilgrimage to Knock in June which
is supported by many bishops, priests and
lay people. For July, there is an annual
pilgrimage to Our Lady’s Island in Wexford
which, if weather permits, Mass is held out
of doors and a rosary procession around
the island. There are evenings of prayer for
special intentions held by some branches as
the occasion arises.
The work of fostering vocations to the
priesthood and religious life belongs to the
entire Christian community. Taking part in
the work of the society is one way in which
lay people can respond to the task.
Prayer for Vocations
O Jesus, send labourers into your fields
which are awaiting holy apostles, saintly
priests,
heroic missionaries and dedicated sisters
and brothers.
Enkindle in the hearts of men and women
the spark of a vocation.
And grant that Christian families may desire
to give your Church
helpers in the work of tomorrow.
Amen.
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Ossory Diocesan
Pilgrimage to Lourdes
2015
22nd-27th May

Pilgrimage Director: Very Rev. Michael Anthony O’Connor
For bookings please contact:
Ms Eleanor O’Connor,
Glenmore Parish Office
Tel. 051-880414
Email: glenmore@ossory.ie
Opening hours: 10.30am-2.30pm Monday, Thursday, Friday
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The rosary was always recited in my home,
outside Urlingford, when I was growing up,
which developed my love for it...

A dream come true
Cathleen Shortall

For a long time, I have longed to do what
Fr Patrick Peyton, the Irish rosary priest did
– that is to spread devotion to the Rosary
at home and abroad, but for a long time
this dream was only in my imagination.
However, the opportunity came when the
thought struck me forcibly to use social
media, like YouTube. I couldn’t agree
more with Pope Francis when he said that
technology was a gift from God. By using
YouTube I would reach even more people
than Fr Pat, who I saw on the street in
Dublin shortly before his death. However,
to my regret, I did not speak to the easily
identifiable and statuesque figure that
he was. You will know him also as the one
who coined the phrase: “The family that
prays together, stays together.”
The rosary was always recited in my
home, outside Urlingford, when I was
growing up, which developed my love
for it and was to remain with me. We pray
the rosary every morning with reflections
in the Church of the Assumption here in
Urlingford before Holy Mass, a tradition
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that is replicated in many churches
throughout the diocese. In fact, in a short
time, I am going to approach my parish
priest Fr Oliver Maher for permission to
have it recited on radio - an even larger
audience for this powerful prayer.
The task of putting the meditations
together in preparation for the video was
not easy, but I delighted in it. I pieced it
together by doing a biblical commentary
on each of the 20 mysteries – (Joyful,
Mysteries of Light, Sorrowful and Glorious)
– with a comment half-way through each
of the decades to help keep the mind
focused, I kept these comments brief.
Before each praying of the rosary, there
is information such as: help when saying
the rosary; its history; what the popes
and saints have said about this powerful
devotion; some litanies; and the Divine
Mercy Chaplet.
There was a problem getting the images
for each mystery because of copyright.
However, I prayed and searched the
web and found a wonderful site – www.
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restoredtraditions.com – who have
brought back the images to their original
state and are copyright free.
The Rosary is a gift of a prayer when
prayed well. It is at the heart of the
church. We know this, and see evidence
of it, in the words of two Popes:
Pope
Blessed
Paul
VI:
“Without
contemplation the rosary is like a body
without a soul and its recitation runs the
risk of becoming a mechanical repetition
of formulas in violation of the admonition
of Christ: “In praying, do not heap up
empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for
they think they will be heard for their
many words.” (Mt. 6:7)
From the Apostolic Letter of Pope St John
Paul II: Rosarium Virginis Mariae. “Through
the rosary, the faithful receive abundant
grace as though from the very hand of
the Mother of the Redeemer.
Even clearer still the words of Sr Lucy of
Fatima, though not yet a saint: “There
is no problem, I tell you, no matter how
difficult it is, that cannot be solved by the
prayer of the rosary.”
The excitement was mounting as the time
came near to make the video. Firstly,
I had to get a videographer, of course,
and was put in touch with Tony Breen
from Drogheda who came to Urlingford
and we filmed at the statue of Our Lady
in the church. If you decide to watch my
video on YouTube, you will see what an
excellent job he did.
The sense of joy and of peace was
palpable, as if the effort to comply with
Mary's request - (“Pray the rosary,” made
in her many apparitions) – was very
pleasing to her. I am on screen. It was my
first time to make a video of any kind
To view: YouTube/switchdp/rosary
DVD available @ E14
Email: cathshort@eircom.net

Holy
Hour for
Vocations
First Friday
of every
Month
The Blessed
Sacrament Chapel
St Mary’s Cathedral,
Kilkenny, 7-8pm
Guided Prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament with
Benediction
Contact: Fr Willie Purcell,
Ossory Vocations Office
056 7770261/0876286858
ossoryvocdir@gmail.com
All Welcome
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10 years on

Pope John Paul II
Ray Cleere

The death of Pope John Paul II
10 years ago on April 2, 2005, left
the world in mourning for one
of the greatest leaders of our
time. He was an inspirational
figure who practised what he
preached. His leadership and
his service to humanity, were
wrapped up together in the
gestures. His hand on his noble
forehead, his mouth open in a
soundless cry of anguish, the
desperate way in which he
looked out for contact and
communication which had
underpinned his ministry for
over a quarter of a century.
Those were harrowing and
moving episodes. More than
two million people attended
his funeral Mass at St Peter’s
Square in Rome. It was one of
the biggest gatherings of its
kind in modern times.
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His ministry was an extraordinary one.
John Paul II was the 264th Pope and
the third longest serving in history. From
the start he created for himself a high
public profile. He stepped out and
having visited more than 130 countries
worldwide, he became the most widely
travelled Pope in history. He was the first
Pope ever to visit several countries in one
year and he consistently attracted large
crowds, some among the largest ever
assembled in human history. Pope John
Paul II made Ireland the third pilgrimage
of his 27 year pontificate when he visited
for three days in September and October
1979 and celebrated Mass to more than
one million people in the Phoenix Park
in Dublin. He received the Freedom of
the City of Dublin in the Mansion House.
During his three day visit, he also went to
Clonmacnois, Galway, Limerick and to
the Marian Shrine in Knock, County Mayo.
Although he did not visit Northern Ireland,
he made an impassioned plea for peace
to a 300,000 strong crowd in Drogheda.
On October 16, 1978, John Paul II was
elected Pope to immense surprise and
much speculation at a time of profound
change and challenge to Roman
Catholic belief. It was and still is, 10 years
since his death, impossible to name any
one single event in the human Church
calendar which did not go through a
whirlwind of challenge and confrontation
during his 27 year papacy.
He saw himself as Christ’s representative
on earth and reached out to people of
all religions and cultures in a way none of
his predecessors would have dreamed.
He was indeed a man of destiny as he
inspired, first in his native Poland during
the Solidarity Rebellion, and then the
rest of central and Eastern Europe under
communist domination, to struggle nonviolently to replace the harsh regimes
controlled from Moscow. He was
arguably the single most important figure
who reunited Europe and brought the
Cold War to an end.
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In 1981 he narrowly survived an
assassination attempt in St Peter’s
Square and later visited his would-be
murderer in prison to offer forgiveness
in the true Christian spirit. He did more
than any other Pope to try to undo
centuries of anti-Semitism which tainted
official Catholicism for far too long. He
apologised humbly in the name of the
Catholic Church for its historical wrongs.
He was the first Pope to visit a Muslim
country and opened a dialogue with
that religion. In that he was an inspiring
figure in an age which had seen the
depths to which so-called civilised men
descended and which wondered was
there any place for a loving God.
He stood against the late twentieth
century tide of terrorism, and, as
mentioned, spoke out against it in this
country. He confronted the continuing
despair of warfare and the widespread
famines which decimated populations.
The losses, the shortcomings and the
failures were huge as well.
The Church in Ireland and elsewhere
in the world today, is confronting many
imponderable problems. It has no
obvious solution for falling vocations to
the priesthood, for falling populations of
the faithful or for the widespread ignoring
of Church teaching on moral issues. Yet,
this writer believes, Pope John Paul was
largely right in the position he took of
firm conservative Church teaching in a
world that was and is, in so many different
ways, spinning from one crisis to the next.
He defined himself and his moral position
in terms of the Rock of Saint Peter rather
than the argument and persuasion of
Saint Paul. He ruled impeccably. He
furnished us with a great array of saints.
He was never out of the public eye.
Whether what he said became lodged
in the minds and hearts of those who
watched him, from his early days until his
death 10 years ago, remains part of the
paradox of faith set in a material world.
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We appreciate every helper, host and guest
who have gathered to participate
down through the years in these wonderful
'get-togethers'

Coffee Mornings
Ferrybank Parish
30 years and still
going strong!
In 1985 a group of us had an idea to
raise funds for Trocaire and to involve the
local community. We called a meeting
for anyone interested in getting involved
and formed a committee.

we began to hold them for numerous

We decided to hold a Coffee Morning
on Shrove Tuesday and the Tuesday of
Holy Week. They were a huge success
and those who attended and supported
the cause enjoyed the sociability and
meeting each other.

have had a very loyal group of helpers,

So from that initial success it was decided
Tuesdays in Ferrybank became 'Coffee
Morning Day!' Initially these mornings
were funded by the Committee and
still are today. So all donations and
admission charge were directly donated
to Trocaire. The mornings always involved
a Sales Table of Bric-a-Brac, Books, Cakes
and a Raffle.
From this idea the Coffee Mornings were
so popular and the demand so great

other worthy causes. In those years the
parish has grown and we started to have
different areas sponsor the mornings and
this has proved to be very inclusive. We
some from the very first day and over
the years we have raised money from
Coffee Mornings for Scouts, Schools,
Hospice, Christmas Shoe Boxes, Summer
Camps and Children with Disabilites. We
also do two each year for the St Vincent
de Paul and a very special parish one
at Christmas with a Christmas Fayre and
Carols.
We appreciate every helper, host and
guest who have gathered to participate
down

through

the

years

in

these

wonderful 'get-togethers' and we look
forward to sharing a 'cuppa' with you all
in the future!
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In a time of
bereavementIn a time of
bereavement

Facing death – our own and the loss of loved ones – is one
of life’s most difficult tasks. Whether we believe or don’t,
have great faith or little, the challenge to make sense of it is
the same for everyone.
This booklet, produced by the Adult Faith Development
Group, is designed as an aid to help families during the days
of a funeral. It acts as a simple guide in choosing readings,
prayers of the faithful etc.
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Ossory Adult Faith Development
Tel 056 7753624
Email afd@ossory.ie
Web www.ossory.ie
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Send your entries, with your
name, address, email and
mobile number, to:
“Ossory Times’ Competition”,
Ossory Adult Faith
Development,
St Kieran’s College,
College Road,
Kilkenny,
by 17th June 2015, first correct
entry from the hat wins!

Prize for age 5-8
Colouring
Competition

€20 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Prize for age 8-13
Wordsearch
Competition

€30 Voucher
for Toy Shop

Prize for age 13-17
Colouring
Competition

iPod
Shuffle
Prize for Adult
Crossword
Competition

€50 Voucher

Across
1.	A legendary pope not the Tánaiste
7.	A gift of the Holy Spirit
11. High point of the Church's liturgical year on
this day
15.	Proper of church time... not Lent, not
Easter...
16. Current Church year marks this life
22.	One of the oils at the Chrism Mass
25.	Airport and deceased American Cardinal
27.	Ossory Diocesan Vicar General
29.	Our Patron Saint
30. Bishop of Ossory 1620-1650
31.	Last for Confirmation this year
32. Counter Reformation from 1545
Down
2. He said there was a time when He was not
3.	Parishes in Ossory less two
4.	A cardinal virtue
5.	An oil essential for Confirmation

6. 8 mount blessings
8.	The 10 commandments
9. Chancellor of Ossory
10.	St Kieran's declares this over
12. Catalan architect and church builder
13.	Originally this was the second sacrament
of initiation
14.	Matt 28:19 - Go and make...
17. A Box for Lent
18. Symbolised by an ox
19. A London diocese for Catholics
20. Dye for the passion and the martyrs
21.	Extra Ecclesiam nulla ... Feeney learned this
not to be true
23.	Symbolised by a lion
24.	The first Irish Cardinal
26.	On the feast of the Immaculate
Conception this year a door will open and
this Jubilee will begin
28. Seir ... an island of sorts...

for Chapter House
Bookshop

Congrats to the winners
from the Ossory Times
Issue 7 competitions:
Adult Crossword:
Mr Eddie Keher
Graigue Road, Inistioge,
Co Kilkenny
Children’s Wordsearch,
ages 8-13:
Donny Nolan, Chatsworth,
Clogh, Castlecomer,
Co Kilkenny
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Colouring
Competition

Wordsearch
Competition
For ages 8-13

For ages 5-8

Answers to Ossory Times Issue 7

For ages 13-17

Colouring
Competition
Draw an image of
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“God’s Work
as it is seen in
our world”

D I O C E S E

O F

O S S O R Y

St Kieran’s Lecture ● St Kieran’s College ● 10th May 2015
Further information contact Adult Faith Development 056-7753624 or email afd@ossory.ie

Blitz

Under 8 Hurling & Camogie

Medal presentation by
Brian Cody and Angela Downey

Sunday, 10th May 2015
Hurling:
	Northern Clubs: 10am-1pm
Southern Clubs: 2pm-5pm
Camogie:
10am-1pm

Entries closing date:
30th April 2015

GUEST REFS - Kilkenny Senior Hurlers:

Jackie Tyrrell, Padraig Walsh, Cillian Buckley, Paul Murphy, Richie Hogan,
Lester Ryan, Michael Rice, Michael Walsh, Jonjo Farrell & others

Saturday 7th February at 8.00 p.m. Adm.: €25 / €22

