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Sunday, 15th November 2015
St Kieran’s College, Kilkenny

from 12.00 noon - 5.00pm
concluding with 

MaSS of ThaNKSgiviNg 
which will take place in 

St Mary’s Cathedral at 5.30pm.  
ST KieraN’S College will hoST a diSplay area where iNforMaTioN 
oN all iNSTiTuTeS aNd orderS of CoNSeCraTed life iN our dioCeSe 

aNd Their iNdividual ChariSMS will be diSplayed.

drop in to say hello to the religious serving in ossory

The Diocese of Ossory hosts

CelebraTiNg religiouS life 
iN our dioCeSe

in celebrating the year of Consecrated life in the diocese of ossory it is an opportunity for 
the bishop, the priests and the lay faithful in our diocese, to acknowledge and show our appreciation, 
for the wonderful contribution religious have made over many years, and indeed, continue to make 

in the life of our diocese. 
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as a new academic year begins i am delighted to 

introduce the latest edition of the Ossory Times.  as 

schools start back so too do our parishes spring into 

the life of a new year.  

as you will see from the pages of this publication 

much is already going on in ossory. Continuing our 

series on consecrated life articles here reflect and 

honour the contribution of religious contribution 

to our diocese - a celebration of which is due to 

take place in November. in fact, recently, the 

Daughters of mary and Joseph have, after 48 years 

of committed service to the people of the diocese, 

ceased to offer retreats and parish evenings - we 

recall here their immense contribution and the 

wonderful celebration which marked this recently.  

We note also that their ministry is to be continued, 

albeit in a new location and form, in st Kieran’s 

College and this exciting initiative is also detailed 

herein.  

a benemerenti medal for service, a bicentenary, a 

jubilee, a pilgrimage, a procession, a holy year, a 

priest author, history, morality, and articles of hope 

even in illness - once again, it is our desire that this 

publication is not only engaging but also informative. 

as always we hope you enjoy this latest 

edition of the Ossory Times. 

Comments, suggestions and contributions 

are most welcome for future editions, 

the next of which will be out at Christmas. 

articles or advertisements for upcoming 

events, or of recent events, can be sent to:  

ossory adult Faith Development

st Kieran’s College,

College road, Kilkenny.

tel. 056-7753624 email: afd@ossory.ie

The opinions expressed in the articles are those of the 
contributors and not necessarily those of the editors 
or the Diocese of Ossory.

editorial inthisissue

Ossory Adult Faith Development
Tel 056 7753624
Email afd@ossory.ie
Web www.ossory.ie

Front cover image: Corpus Christi, st Kieran's College. 
see Corpus Christi inistioge, p20.
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presentation of 
the benemerenti medal

ossory times september 2015

Peter Muldowney

ms Nora aylward, Kilnaspic was 
presented with the benemerenti medal 
by bishop séamus Freeman saC on 
saturday august 29th, 2015 in recognition 
of her faithful service, dedication and 
care of the church in Kilnaspic for over 
50 years. Nora is now in her 96th year 
and in reasonably good health. bishop 
Freeman visited her home to present 
her with the medal and parchment in 
an acknowledgement from his holiness 
pope Francis for this faithful service. after 
which he proceeded to st Killogue’s 
Church, Kilnaspic to celebrate the mass 
of thanksgiving with Nora’s family and 
the gathered faith community. During 

it bishop séamus tribute to Nora for her 
years of faithful service and dedication 
to the church and  he thanked all who 
looked after the church down through 
the years. a large crowd gathered for the 
occasion and refreshments were served 
afterwards. 

the church will celebrate 150 years of its 
foundation in 2016. in the words of pope 
Francis, he encouraged all to give thanks 
for the past, live the present with passion 
and energy, and embrace the future with 
hope and gospel joy.  may Nora continue 
to enjoy good health in the warmth and 
the happiness of her home.
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bishop Freeman visited Nora aylward's home to present her with the benemerenti medal and parchment in an 
acknowledgement from his holiness pope Francis for her faithful service.
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DIOCESE OF OSSORY DATES FOR CONFIRMATION 2016 
 
Bishop Freeman is pleased to announce the schedule for Confirmation in the Diocese of 
Ossory for 2016 and  sends his prayerful good wishes to all involved in preparing for the 
special gift of the Holy Spirit, the young people, their families, their teachers and priests. 
 
 
 
JANUARY   Saturday, 23rd                    Slieverue 
                Sunday, 24th        Tullaherin 

Saturday, 30th              Johnstown 
Sunday, 31st        Danesfort 

 

 
FEBRUARY   Saturday, 6th         St. Patrick’s 

Sunday, 7th        Aghaviller 
Thursday, 11th  School of the Holy Spirit and St. 

Patrick’s Centre 
Saturday, 13th         Kilmacow 
Sunday, 14th         Windgap 

 

         Mid Term 
 

         Saturday, 27th  Rosbercon 
         Sunday, 28th   Thomastown 
 
MARCH         Saturday, 5th                   Seir Kieran 
         Sunday, 6th                 Camross 
         Saturday, 12th    St. Mary’s 
         Sunday, 13th   Freshford 
 
         EASTER 
 
APRIL         Saturday, 9th  St. John’s 
         Sunday, 10th    Templeorum 
         Saturday, 16th   Ferrybank 
         Sunday, 17th    Aghaboe 
         Saturday, 23rd   St. Canice’s 
         Sunday, 24th   Conahy        
         Saturday, 30th   Castletown 
 
MAY         Sunday, 1st  Mooncoin 
         Saturday, 7th   Ballycallan 
            Sunday,  8th   Lisdowney 
         Saturday, 14th   Castlecomer 
         Sunday, 15th   Galmoy 
                           Saturday, 21st   Dunamaggan 
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C
WELCOME TO

DIOCESE OF 
OSSORY

AnnuAL RETREAT 
PROGRAMME FOR 
COnFIRMATIOn

Christ is everything
Christ is in everything

Everything is Awesome!

ORC is the Diocese of Ossory, Retreat Program for 
Confirmation Classes. It’s new, it’s action packed, it’s 
interactive and it’s created by you! 

Day’s Programme: 
10am: Welcome - the day starts with our meet and 
greet: meeting the orC team, a brief introduction to the 
cathedral, call to see if the bishop is at home and after that, 
the real fun begins.

10.20am: Fun & Games with the Saints: a series of fun games 
and short videos on the possibilities of our Confirmation 
Names and the saints. 

11.00am/11.30am/12noon: Treasure Hunt: Venture on a fun 
filled and educational treasure hunt through the century 
old chapels, aisles and transepts of st mary’s Cathedral, 
Kilkenny. Discover the wax encrusted relic of st Victoria. 
explore & learn about the newly restored mosaics and the 
many treasures our Cathedral holds. 

11.00am/11.30am/12noon: Get involved with YouthTube: 
an interactive catechetical experience using movie & 
youtube clips including star Wars, indian Jones, spiderman, 
transformers, the muppets, star Wars, Lord of the rings and 
much much more. What has this got to do with god, Faith 
and Confirmation? More than you could ever imagine. 
seeing is believing. believing is seeing. may the Force (aka 
Holy spirit) be with you!

11.00am/11.30am/12noon: The Church uncovered: ‘behind 
the scenes’ - Learn what goes on behind the scenes at 
mass. Visit the sacristy. try on the vestments. Discover in a 
fun way what happens for and at our liturgies… 

Meditation & Prayer:
Comfortable Pillows?  Check!
Lounge Music?   Check!
A Soothing Voice?  Check!
Silence & Prayer?   Oh Yeah!
goD is WitH Us   aWesome!

12.30pm Lunch: soup & roll

1.00pm Preparation for Mass in Corridors of Secret Chapel

1.15pm The Source & Summit of our Faith: a celebration of 
the eucharist, the ‘source and summit of our faith’. 

1.45 pm: Q& A: ask anything you have ever wanted to 
know about your Confirmation, about being a Catholic, 
about your Faith that you were afraid to ask. take part 
in anonymous question and answer session where all are 
encouraged to ask any questions they may have about 
their faith.

oh, and did we mention the parachute, the prayer cards 
and the goodie bag. all will be revealed on the day…  

For more information and to book your class confirmation retreat please contact: 
Fr Brian Griffin tel. 087-0644158 email: confirmationretreats@ossory.ie
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give me a crash course in... 
conscience

ossory times september 2015

Michael Shortall

moraLity matters

We are continually faced 
with decisions on how to act. 

yes. morality is reflection 
about on what we should 
do. sometimes it's easy; 
sometimes it's not.  
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Either way, it is often said that we should 
follow our conscience. But what is it? 
good question. How about we go back to 
where you began – deciding how to act. 
Lets take a situation. 

you have just begun a great job. it will give 
financial security to your family. on your 
first day, you are asked to assess the bids 
for new building work, which were due 
by 3.00pm. at 3.30 you are called to the 
boss who slips one of the submitted bids 
into an envelope and asks you to run it 
over to another firm. as you wait, this firm 
looks at the bid and formulates his own 
bid to return to you. you suspect you are 
cooperating in a scheme that is showing 
favour to your boss’s friend. but as a new 
employee, you want to be seen as a team 
player. you don’t want to jeopardise your 
job or the financial security of your family, 
yet it seems wrong to let a competing firm 
look at someone else’s bid. What do you 
do?1 (take some time to reflect. perhaps 
think of some reasons you would give).

Hmmm. On one hand, I would say I would 
challenge and report the boss because he 
has broken the rules and has done something 
unfair. 
that sounds reasonable. 

On the other, I could also say that I will 
stay quiet until some other time when I get 
established in the company because it is 
right to look our for my family. 
that also sounds reasonable. 

Er. Well then what should I do? 
Follow your conscience! 

That little voice in my head?  
take a moment and look back at what you 
have just done. (Don’t worry about the final 
answer for now) When asked what you should 
do, you (i) gave a judgement when you said 
“i would” or “i will”. then you backed it up 
with (ii) reasons when you said “because”. 
and finally, (iii) you paused, realising or 
sensing that there was in fact a moral issue 
here, when you went “Hmmmm”. 
the three steps you made – the (i) a decision, 
(ii) the deliberation and (iii) the awareness of 

right and wrong – are part of one movement 
which is sometimes spontaneous and 
sometimes drawn out and it is called your 
conscience. in the words of the Catechism, 
“conscience is a judgment of reason whereby 
the human person recognises the moral 
quality of a concrete act that he is going to 
perform, is in the process of performing, or 
has already completed.” Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, 1778

So although I said it was a voice, it is in fact 
best described as an activity. It describes 
our process of thinking, which is the way we 
come to know the right thing to do.2 
yes, decisions always need to be thought 
through. to follow our conscience then is 
far more than simply following feelings or 
following whatever the law says, or even 
blindly following a direct inspiration from 
god. it always requires we use the god given 
gift of reason. so when we talk of the voice of 
conscience, we mean our sense of personal 
integrity, in which our thinking and action 
match. experiencing a personal integrity or 
inner peace is acting in line with what we 
value most. 

So the answer to the above situation may 
depend on the type of person that I am.  
yes, again! our conscience doesn’t 
automatically tell us the right thing. it’s a 
matter of using conscience well – that is, 
always thinking things through in a way that 
is guided by our values. in other words, it’s 
about becoming a conscientious person. 

So what of the above situation?
Well, it’s interesting to note that in my 
experience there is a trend among people 
who read cases similar to this one. younger 
people tend to decide that nothing should 
be done until a later time, while older people 
tend to decide that the issue should be 
addressed immediately. 

1. adapted from richard gulla, Moral Discernment 
(mahweh, Ny: paulist press, 1997), 41. 
2. bishop anthony Fischer, op Catholic Bioethics for a 
New Millennium (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
press, 2012), 51; 47 ff.  
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stoneyford Church 
bicentenary

Maura Roche

a mass of thanksgiving was celebrated 
in st brendan’s Church stoneyford on 
saturday July 11th 2015 to celebrate its 
bicentenary. 

the church was opened in 1815 and 
dedicated to st brendan of birr who was 
the patron saint of the ancient Celtic 
Church of aghaviller. the church has 
been a focal place of worship for the 
community of stoneyford for the past 
two hundred years. During that time 
many people have been baptised, 
received their First Holy Communion and 
First penance, celebrated their marriage, 
had their Funeral mass celebrated  and 
were buried in the adjoining cemetery. 

in the weeks leading up to the celebration 
a group from the local community 
met with Fr Liam Cassin to organise 
and prepare for the event. individuals 
took on the responsibility of organising 
different aspects of the celebrations 
such as preparing the Liturgy, printing 
the booklet, erecting the plaque to mark 
the event, painting and bunting,  repairs 
and organising the refreshments after 
the mass. the local choir recruited new 
members and met on a number of times 
for practice. 

by July 11th the church was in pristine 
condition inside and out for this special 
occasion. young and old, visitors and 
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parishioners gathered to celebrate its 
history and to give thanks and praise for 
two hundred years of worship in this small 
peaceful sacred space. 

We were privileged to have bishop 
séamus Freeman as the Chief Celebrant 
for the mass. He was assisted by Fr Liam 
Cassin, Fr peter Hoyne, Fr michael Norton 
and the rev. martin Hilliard (Church 
of ireland, Kells). the bishop spoke 
about the importance of our role and 
responsibility in the present day. We need 
to be committed and actively practising 
our faith in order for it to be successfully 
passed on to future generations. among 
the gifts brought to the altar during mass 
were the keys of the church, water from 

the local st Kieran’s well in stonecarthy, 
the baptism and marriage records from 
1847 and the stoneyford Chalice (1631) 
which was then used in the celebration 
of the eucharist. a local traditional group 
played alongside the choir and added 
to the sense of occasion.

after the mass refreshments were served 
in the Community Centre and the 
bicentenary cake was cut. stories from 
the past were recalled by some of the 
long serving members of the community. 
it was a joyous, nostalgic and sociable 
evening and a proud occasion for the 
local community.  

the church has been a focal place of 
worship for the community of stoneyford 

for the past two hundred years.
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the hearts of many people around the 
world, and our hearts too, couldn’t but 
be moved by the tragic and shocking 
images which recently portrayed the 
brutal reality of the life and death 
endured by those refugees struggling 
to find a better future. the most recent 
shocking image of the young three year 
old syrian boy’s body being washed 
up on a beach in turkey is among the 
most stark and frightening. What and 
awful indictment on our world that such 
a tragedy could take place and even 
more awful is the realisation that this sad 
reality is taking place every day. Not one 

of this young boys family survived, except 
his father. sadly his fate is not unusual - 
the equally sad pictures of those migrants 
sleeping outside the train station on the 
street in budapest and being squashed 
together on trains carrying them from 
one part of europe to another are also 
before our eyes. our hearts cannot but 
be moved by those, and so many other, 
scenes. 

there is the frustration we experience 
as political channels seems to move 
so slowly in coming to the assistance 
of these people and the wheels of the 

struggling to find a 
better future

surely our baptismal calling invites 
us... no, challenges us… to look 
after the most vulnerable...

Ray Dempsey
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struggling to find a 
better future

great european Union seem to but creak 
forward. We live in such a sophisticated 
and technologically advanced world 
and yet in an experience like this we can 
still be so helpless with respect to these - 
the greater - scheme of things. the words 
of st James seems so apt from our sunday 
readings of these past weeks:

"… do not try to combine faith in Jesus 
Christ, our glorified Lord, with the making 
of distinctions between classes of people. 
Now suppose a man comes into your 
synagogue, beautifully dressed and with 
a gold ring on, and at the same time a 

poor man comes in, in shabby clothes, 
and you take notice of the well-dressed 
man, and say, ‘Come this way to the best 
seats;’ then you tell the poor man, ‘stand 
over there’ or ‘you can sit on the floor 
by my foot-rest.’ Can’t you see that you 
have used two different standards in your 
mind, and turned yourselves into judges, 
and corrupt judges at that?"

the easy option would be for us to say 
that this is something very far away 
from us. We live on the edge of europe 
and therefore it doesn’t really concern 
us. it is a problem for mainland europe. 
or indeed our response could be to 
abdicate responsibility to the 'angela 
merkels' of europe. 

For the Christian, however, that shouldn’t 
be our response. surely our baptismal 
calling invites us.. no challenges us… 
to look after the most vulnerable, to be 
cognisant of the most forgotten and to 
welcome the most displaced. We cannot 
stand by and let this happen.

Whatever it is we can do - we must do. 
During these recent weeks some of the 
irish bishops spoke out about the migrant 
crisis… in fact it is worth reading what 
bishop Nulty of Kildare and Leighlin has 
said on this crisis. of course, one of the 
most immediate ways we can act is to 
pledge our financial help to trocaire 
which is for us in the Catholic Church the 
agency set up by the bishops in 1973 to 
help directly in emergencies such as this.  
Keep and eye out to see what you can 
do ……. nothing is too small ……… what 
we cannot do is sit by idly and others 
to act on our behalf ……….. we have a 
responsibility to our fellow human beings 
regardless of race or religion. Christian’s 
cannot but remember the words of Jesus: 
what you did to the least of these you did 
also to me...
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Gemma Mulligan

middle Deanery 
pastoral Council

peace in Christ has welcomed over the 
years all kinds of groups and parishes. 
so many people have experienced the 
warm welcome and hospitality of the 
sisters who lived and worked in peace in 
Christ right up until recently. the middle 
Deanery pastoral Council has been 
meeting there regularly for the past 
number of years and indeed sr Kathleen 
of peace in Christ is a member of the 
middle Deanery pastoral Council as a 
religious representative.

as peace in Christ was closing this past 
summer it was suggested that as a group 
we should break for the summer with a 
meal of thanksgiving in honour of the 
work of the sisters in peace in Christ and 
for their hospitality to hosting the middle 
Deanery meetings these past years.

the night was planned and organised 
and a meal in the Club House Hotel was 
attended by members of the middle 
deanery and invited guests.

the evening began with a meet and greet 
session where old friends and new caught 
up, followed by dinner which ended with 
some tributes to the sisters in peace and 
Christ and an acknowledgement of their 
work. many people thanked the sisters 
for their hospitality as well as sharing 
their memories from past experiences in 
peace in Christ.

gathering together to break bread is a 
great opportunity to get to know each 
other better and it helps in building 
relationships as we work together in our 
meetings throughout the year.

the sisters were wished well as they 
continue their search for a new home in 
the diocese and sr Kathleen will continue 
to be part of the middle deanery and we 
are delighted about that.

special thanks to pat o'shea who helped 
organise the evening and to the club 
house hotel and mr brennan for such 
hospitality good food.  
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in 1992 i was fortunate enough to be 
invited to Lourdes as a member of the 
brancardier team, at this time our chief 
brancardier was podge Dack (rip) assisted 
by mick mcgrath. Now 24 years later i still 
go on my annual pilgrimage to Lourdes, 
little did i know all those years ago that 
i would become Chief brancardier after 
taking over from eamon boland (rip) 3 
years ago.  

as a group we hold meetings on the 
last Wednesday of each month, staff 
going on the annual pilgrimage consist 
of Doctors, Nurses, catering staff, 
brancardiers, priests, and a youth section. 
We have an excellent youth section who 
travel with us each year, these youths we 
hope will one day come back as adults 
to be brancardiers or other staff and 
volunteer their time for the benefit of 
others. planning begins in great earnest 
around the end of January every year. 
pilgrimage dates remain the same 
each year 22nd may to 27th may. the 
brancardier and catering staff come from 
a variety of different backgrounds and all 
staff have only one real aim and that is to 
make what might be a once off trip for 

most people as memorable, enjoyable 
and comfortable as possible.  

the duties to be carried out are far to 
many to name here, but they would 
include making sure all our pilgrims get 
to the ceremonies on time. the main 
ceremonies are penitential, torchlight 
procession, eucharistic procession and 
anointing of the sick. the most central 
part of our pilgrimage is to visit the 
grotto where people of all ages, able 
bodied and assisted pilgrims, from every 
country and walk of life can come and 
pray together. everyone on the pilgrim is 
invited to go to the baths to wash in the 
water of Lourdes, then on the final day of 
our trip we light the ossory candle that is 
brought down to the burners beside the 
grotto and is left burning as a memento 
of the ossory ireland trip to Lourdes.  

on the last morning of the pilgrimage i 
make the short journey across the basilica 
square to the crown virgin statue and say 
a special prayer for our safe return home 
and of course to return again the next 
year.

Lourdes my experience
Niall Campion, Chief Brancardier 
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reeling in the Holy years
Albert McDonnell

the central idea was that god, not man 
is the master of the earth. in the Christian 
development of the concept of Jubilee, 
the idea of forgiveness or indulgence was 
given prominence. temporal punishment 
due for sin is cancelled by means of 
penance, prayer and the sacrament of 
reconciliation. Justice and the cancelling 
of debt is another major theme. pilgrimage 
is also a key component of these special 
years. Christians always felt a desire to 
travel to visit the places associated with 
Christ and to venerate the relics of the 
saints reflecting the fact that we believe 
in a flesh and blood saviour and honour 
saints who were men and women like us 
and not mere myth.

HOW dId HOlY YEarS BEGIn?
the first Holy year was in 1300. the Christian 
world was in turmoil at this time with war 
engulfing much of europe. the Holy 
Land was occupied by the muslims and 
travel there was extremely dangerous. 
prompted, perhaps by a desire to seek 
reassurance in such unsettled times 
Christians began to converge on rome. 
palestine, the land the saviour walked, 
could not be visited so what better 
substitute than rome which contained 
so many of the items associated with 

Christ including relics of the crib, the 
Holy stairs, the true Cross. pope boniface 
Viii responded in February by declaring 
that 1300 and the first year of each new 
century would be a Holy year when the 
indulgences offered in the past to pilgrims 
who travelled to the Holy Land would be 
available to believers who visited rome.

Fifty years later, europe was again 
experiencing a crisis, this time provoked 
by plague. the Church was undergoing 
its own internal trauma occasioned by 
the pope’s absence in France and the 
consequent domination by the French 
crown. rome as a city was in decline 
due to war, plague and natural disasters 
such as earthquakes. Nevertheless, the 
pope declared a Holy year and despite 
his absence, very large crowds visited 
rome. st bridget of sweden was among 
the distinguished pilgrims in 1350.

the frequency of Holy years was now 
becoming controversial. many felt that 
each person should have the possibility 
of participating in a Holy year during his/
her life. in an age when life expectancy 
was much shorter than it is today, holding 
a Jubilee year every hundred or even fifty 
years made this impossible. pope Urban 

We all like special things and special times. the 
Church uses special years to punctuate time. these 

Holy years are based on the ancient biblical idea 
of Jubilee. the book of Leviticus tell us that every 

fiftieth year was to be a special year when the land 
is rested, debts were cancelled and slaves freed 

(Lev 25). 
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Vi decreed that a Holy year would be celebrated 
each thirty-three years in memory of the life of 
Christ. Hence a Holy year was to be celebrated 
in 1383 but division and schism in the Church 
led to it being postponed until 1390. on this 
occasion, Christians in england, portugal 
and some german cities were unable 
to travel to rome and were allowed 
obtain the indulgence by visiting 
churches in their own countries and 
by making a financial contribution 
to the restoration of certain rome 
churches.   

it was not intended to have a Holy 
year in 1400. However, reflecting 
what had happened in 1300 
large crowds spontaneously 
came to rome and pope 
boniface iX responded by 
offering the spiritual benefits 
of a Holy year to the pilgrims. 
by 1423, the date fixed for the 
next Holy year, the schism had 
ended and the pope was 
once again resident in rome. 
However, wars in germany, 
France and italy resulted 
in few pilgrims coming to 
rome. in 1423 we find the first 
reference to the opening of a 
special ‘holy door’ in rome, 
at the basilica of st John 
Lateran. Holy doors were soon 
to become the emblem of 
the Holy year. Walking through 
these doors became a symbol 
of conversion – passing from a 
state of sin to a state of grace. 

pope Nicholas V returned to the 
issue of the frequency of Holy years 
and declared that they would be 
celebrated each fifty years from 1450 
onwards. this Holy year encountered 
numerous difficulties including a shortage 
of supplies in rome, plague, and an 
accident that resulted 172 people being 
crushed by the crowds.  a highpoint was the 
canonisation of st bernadine.  Canonisations 
and beatifications were to become a feature of 
Holy year celebrations.

Logo for 
Holy year of mercy 
by m i rupnik, sJ
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the issue of the frequency of Holy years 
was re-visited by pope paul ii who decreed 
that a celebration should take place 
each twenty-five years beginning in 1475. 
He was also the first to describe these 
special years as ‘years of Jubilee’. Very 
large crowds attended the celebration 
in 1500. For the first time holy doors were 
opened not only at st John Lateran but 
also st peter’s, st mary major’s and st 
paul’s basilicas. the 1525 and 1550 Holy 
years attracted few pilgrims due once 
again to war and plague. by 1575, the 
situation had improved and the Council 
of trent ushered in a period of renewal 
in the Church. Large pilgrimages visited 
rome. english Catholics were prohibited 
by their protestant rulers from taking 
part but were permitted to receive the 
spiritual benefits in their own country. the 
presence of the future saints, Charles 
borromeo and philip Neri in rome and 
their practical work for the poor were 
features of 1575. 

BAROQuE
subsequent Holy years were also 
successful. Very large numbers of pilgrims 
came to rome in 1600. reflecting the 
theme of caring for the poor, pope 
Clement Viii invited twelve poor pilgrims 
to dine with him each day in memory 
of the twelve apostles. the various 
confraternities also provided hospitality 
for poor pilgrims. the seventeenth 
century saw the construction of many 
of the baroque basilicas in rome which 
are so familiar to modern day pilgrims. 
the Holy year of 1625 was the first to be 
celebrated in the new st peter’s and was 
notable for the large crowds and the 
charitable gestures of pope Urban Viii 
who frequently went to the guest houses 
to wash the feet of pilgrims and to serve at 
table. the pope also extended the spiritual 
benefits of the Holy year to all who were 
unable to participate but who wished to 
do so including the old, the ill, cloistered 
religious and prisoners. subsequent popes 
continued this practice. the emphasis 
on caring for poor pilgrims continued 
during the Holy years of 1650 and 1675 

and during the eighteenth century. in 
1700, pope innocent Xii was 85 years old 
and was able to play a minor role in the 
events of that Holy year. pope benedict 
Xiii heard confessions, administered the 
sacrament of the sick during 1725 like an 
ordinary priest. He also sought to prevent 
exploitation of the pilgrims and to ensure 
a religious atmosphere cancelled all 
sport, gambling and entertainment. in 
1750 carnivale was again cancelled and 
religious missions were held in several 
churches. the 1775 Holy year began late 
due to the death of pope Clement XiV on 
22 september 1774. 

REvOLuTIOn!
the French revolution changed 
everything. the Napoleonic occupation 
of rome made the celebration of the 
Holy year in 1800 impossible. europe was 
still unsettled twenty five years later and 
the leaders of Catholic europe, fearing 
the mass movements of people, urged 
pope Leo Xii not to declare a Holy year 
in 1825. Finance was also a concern. 
However, the pope went ahead though 
participation was modest. the next 
scheduled Holy year (1850) was rendered 
impossible by the numerous revolutions 
across europe in 1848 including the 
temporary expulsion of pope pius iX from 
rome. 1875 and 1900 were also difficult 
years  due to the dispute between the 
papacy and the newly created Kingdom 
of italy over the governance of the city 
of rome.  However, some pilgrims did 
travel to rome, including the Lord mayor 
of Dublin in 1875.  

COnCORDAT
by 1925 the relationship between italy 
and the Vatican was improving and 
that Holy year was regarded as a great 
success. the irish National pilgrimage 
comprising almost 1,000 people including 
the president of the executive Council 
(government) of the irish Free state, W.t. 
Cosgrave and several ministers, were 
received in audience by pope pius Xi on 
21 october. those canonised or beatified 
that year included the Curé of ars and 
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bernadette soubirous. the feast of Christ 
the King was also established in 1925. 

an extraordinary Holy year was declared 
for 1933 to remember the year of Christ’s 
death. this Holy year represented a return 
to the normal practises which had been 
interrupted by the occupation of rome in 
1870 including the pope giving the Urbi et 
orbi blessing from the loggia of st peter’s 
at easter and presiding from the cathedra 
in his Cathedral of st John Lateran. those 
beatified that year included Catherine 
Labouré. the new president of the 
executive Council, eamon de Valera and 
most of his ministers were among the 
large number from ireland who came on 
pilgrimage. again a national pilgrimage 
was organised. on this occasion, it was 
accompanied by séan t. o’Kelly, the 
vice president of the executive Council. 

in 1950 europe and much of the world 
was still recovering from the trauma of 
the second World War. the dogma of 
the assumption of the blessed Virgin 
mary was defined during that year and 
Vincent palotti and Dominic savio were 
beatified. again, the irish government 
was represented at senior level. séan 
mcbride, the minister for external affairs 
was present for the opening of the holy 
door on Christmas eve and John a. 
Costello accompanied by his family 
came to rome on pilgrimage in January. 
séan t. o’Kelly, by now president of 
ireland, together with Cardinal D’alton 
of armagh led the 1,000 strong National 
pilgrimage in april which once again 
was received by the pope (pius Xii). in a 
diplomatic gaffe, the president, during 
an interview with a journalist, revealed 
what the pope had said to him during 
a private audience. Later that year the 
minister for agriculture, James Dillon had 
to wait a week before an audience with 
the pope could be arranged. president 
o’Kelly’s next visit to rome was delayed 
by several years.  

pope paul Vi presided over the Holy year 
of 1975. over a billion people watched 

the opening ceremony on television 
for the first time. oliver plunkett was 
canonised on 12 october. the official 
irish delegation to the canonisation 
was led by taoiseach Liam Cosgrave, 
accompanied by his wife and daughter 
and the ministers for local government 
and agriculture, James tully and mark 
Clinton also accompanied by their wives. 
the saint’s successor as archbishop of 
armagh, Cardinal tomás Ó Fiaich in his 
excited account of the canonisation 
refers to almost 200 relatives of the 
new saint forming part of the immense 
congregation. a reluctant and annoyed 
absentee was the president of ireland, 
Cearbhall Ó Dalaigh who presence was 
precluded by Cosgrave’s insistence that 
the taoiseach lead the delegation. 

pope John paul ii celebrated two Holy 
years during his pontificate. the first, in 
1983, was to remember the death of 
Christ and celebrate our redemption. 
special jubilees were held in rome for 
various groups including artists, young 
people, sports people, workers, families 
and confraternities. a high point in the 
ministry of John paul ii was the great 
Jubilee in the year 2000. three years of 
preparation, one dedicated to each 
person of the trinity, preceded the 
Jubilee. Very large crowds travelled to 
rome. Numerous special Jubilees were 
held including those for consecrated life, 
the sick and health care workers, artists, 
permanent deacons, the roman curia, 
artisans, workers, priests, scientists, the 
diocese of rome, migrants, journalists, 
prisoners, youth, university world, bishops, 
sport, families, missions, politicians, 
senior citizens, catechists, entertainers, 
military, farmers and apostolic nuncios. 
an international eucharistic Congress 
was also held in rome during 2000. 
Dom Columba marmion from Dublin, 
together with pope pius iX and pope 
John XXiii were beatified on 3 september.  
ireland was represented by the minister 
for education, michael Woods, the 
archbishops of armagh and Dublin, 
séan brady and Desmond Connell, other 
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bishops and 450 lay people including 
60 members of the marmion family. the 
papal visit to Jerusalem during which John 
paul placed a hand written petition in the 
Western Wall was particularly significant. 
the pope also led a campaign seeking 
forgiveness of third world debt. 

JuBILEE OF MERCY (8 DECEMBER 2015 – 20 
nOvEMBER 2016)
the forthcoming Jubilee will run from the 
feast of the immaculate Conception until 
the feast of Christ the King.  the motto 
chosen by pope Francis is ‘merciful like the 
Father’. pope Francis has been heavily 
influenced by the writings of Cardinal 
Kasper in this regard. in the document 
declaring the Jubilee Francis, quoting 
pope John XXiii,writes that the Church 
wishes ‘to use the medicine of mercy 
...to show herself a loving mother to all; 
patient, kind, moved by compassion 
and goodness’ (misericondiae Vultus 
#4). the themes and symbols found in 
each of the preceding Holy years will 
once again be celebrated in 2016. 
these include penance, pilgrimage, the 
sacrament of reconciliation, justice, the 
holy door, forgiveness and indulgence 
and celebration of all forms of Christian 
life. 

a new element in 2016 will be the increased 
emphasis on the celebration of the 
Jubilee in each local Church. a holy door, 
or door of mercy as pope Francis terms it, 
is to be opened in each diocese.  priests 
are invited to volunteer as ‘missionaries 
of mercy’ to promote an experience of 
the Lord’s mercy through preaching and 
the sacrament of reconciliation within 
their own countries. these ‘missionaries of 
mercy’ will be commissioned by the pope 
on ash Wednesday in rome. the pope 
wishes that the initiative of “24 Hours 
for the Lord” be implemented in every 
diocese’. During these 24 hours churches 
are to remain open while offering the 
sacrament of reconciliation. the theme of 
ministry to those on the margins of society 
will be central and the pope has invited 
bishops throughout the world to join him 

Fresco by giotto 
depicting pope boniface Viii 
declaring the first Holy year in 1300.
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in both symbolic and concrete ways to 
help the poor. the ecumenical emphasis 
which has characterised Holy years since 
1975 will also be evident.  each diocese 
is invited to nominate a contact person 
with whom the Holy year organising body 
in rome will communicate directly.

the traditional pilgrimage to rome is 
retained and volunteers are invited to 
come to rome to assist the pilgrims. 
a novelty is the introduction of on-line 
booking for the Holy Door in st peter’s 
(www.im.va). a walkway leading to st 
peter’s will be reserved for pilgrims. the 
historic pilgrimage routes to rome (Via 
Francigena, romea etc) will also be 
available to pilgrims who wish to arrive 
on foot. reflecting the practise of the 
camino de santiago de Compostela 
in spain, certificates will be given to 
those who complete these routes or 
who enter through the Holy Door in st 
peter’s. the traditional ‘seven church’ 
pilgrimage route of st philip Neri within 
the city will also be revived. more than a 
dozen individual jubilee celebrations are 
scheduled including consecrated men 
and women, the roman Curia, those 
devoted to the spirituality of Divine mercy, 
and teenagers, for deacons, priests, the 
sick and disabled and catechists.

TO COnCLuDE …
the history of Holy years reflects the story 
of the Church and the broader society. 
Wars and natural disasters have on 
occasion served to render the holding 
of Jubilee years impossible and on 
other occasions urged people to seek 
solace in these celebrations. the central 
themes and symbols have remained 
constant during the years, especially 
pilgrimage, prayer, penance, forgiveness, 
redemption, renewal, care for the poor 
and above all intimacy with the Lord. 
the forthcoming Holy year will retain 
these themes and add some novelties 
especially the emphasis on the marking 
the Jubilee in each local Church. there is 
always unease approaching a Holy year 
in rome. it is a huge logistical exercise 

involving both the Vatican and the city 
of rome. the administration of the city is 
somewhat in disarray at present and many 
wonder if the necessary preparations will 
be completed in time. However, rome is 
accustomed to hosting big events and 
apparently insurmountable chaos always 
seems to give way to good humoured 
harmony. 

pope Francis has invited us to join him in 
prayer as the year of mercy approaches

Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us to be merciful like the 
heavenly Father, and have told us that 
whoever sees you sees Him.
Show us your face and we will be saved.
Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and 
Matthew from being enslaved by money;
the adulteress and Magdalene from 
seeking happiness only in created things;
made Peter weep after his betrayal, and 
assured Paradise to the repentant thief.

Let us hear, as if addressed to each one 
of us, the words that you spoke to the 
Samaritan woman: “If you knew the gift 
of God!” You are the visible face of the 
invisible Father, of the God who manifests 
his power above all by forgiveness and 
mercy: let the Church be your visible face 
in the world, its Lord risen and glorified. 
You willed that your ministers would also 
be clothed in weakness in order that 
they may feel compassion for those in 
ignorance and error: let everyone who 
approaches them feel sought after, 
loved, and forgiven by God.

Send your Spirit and consecrate every one 
of us with its anointing, so that the Jubilee 
of Mercy may be a year of grace from 
the Lord, and your Church, with renewed 
enthusiasm, may bring good news to the 
poor, proclaim liberty to captives and the 
oppressed, and restore sight to the blind.  
We ask this through the intercession of 
Mary, Mother of Mercy, you who live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit 
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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tuesday night is Choir rehearsal night in 
inistioge. January 2014, a match, a funeral 
in tullougher, a few on holidays and there 
wasn’t really enough to have a rehearsal.  
always adaptable, the choir decided to 
organise for the following sunday and 
then retired to the local hostelry for a cup 
of tea! and there the plan was hatched.
What about having a Corpus Christi 
Procession this year?  Memories of 
yesteryear were shared: Children of 
mary, confraternities, First Communion 
boys and girls, basket of petals, papal 
flags and bunting, Canon Loughrey, Fr 
grace, Fr rice and curates from the '60s 

and '70s, the square decorated with an 
altar at the bottom of the green.  Why 
not have a procession this year?

the following day a few of the choir 
contacted me and suggested it. i was 
delighted and agreed immediately.  
mind you, i was more conservative in my 
thinking: we have great grounds around 
the church so why not set up the altar 
up near the mill road entrance to the 
Church? It would be convenient and easy 
to organise. but the reply was that we 
always went out across the road and the 
altar was set up at the end of the green.  

and so there was a 
procession: an invitation 

to the families of the 
boys and girls of the First 

Communion class was 
extended and to all other 

groups within the parish

Corpus Christi inistioge
Richard Scriven
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so i was ‘overruled’ and the route would 
be the same as years before. No one 
remembered when the last procession 
took place or why it had stopped. but 
whenever and whatever, there would be 
a procession again in 2014.

and so there was a procession: an 
invitation to the families of the boys and 
girls of the First Communion class was 
extended and to all other groups within 
the parish; mary Hogan, the sacristan, 
took responsibility for the altar and flowers 
and potted plants decorated the altar 
space; Dan brennan looked after the 

gazebo and a public address system (he 
organises it every year for the graveyard 
mass), the gaa assisted with marshalling 
and with assistance from the gardai 
ensured that everyone crossed the main 
road safely; a few locals looked after a 
podium from the local community centre 
and put up the papal bunting.  With great 
cooperation the whole procession was 
organised with lots of people involved.  
so the procession recommenced and 
was enjoyed by many who joined us on 
feast of Corpus Christi.

January 2015 and again the creative 
brains of the choir was at work again: 
had we ever consider doing a television 
mass?  The seed was sown.

Contact was made with Kairos – the 
broadcasting unit of the salesians based 
in maynooth who are contracted by rte 
to organise the live broadcast of mass 
once a month from a parish.  an invitation 
was issued and we received an email 
thanking us and that our names would 
be put on file.  out of the blue in march 
2015 an email was received from Finbarr 
treacy (the producer at Kairos) that there 
was a vacancy in their schedule in June 
2015, the feast of Corpus Christi, when a 
parish from Cork had notified them that 
they could not host the mass as planned.  
Were we interested?  Yes, but we would 
have to check – most importantly was 
there a match either locally or nationally?  
No match and all other groups free to 
lend a hand and so it was, lights, camera, 
action.....

a number of visits by the team from Kairos 
discussed the options and the logistics 
involved in broadcasting.  Where could 
three lorries be parked to facilitate the 
technical aspect of the broadcast; there 
are not pillars in the church so there was 
a need to think out carefully the placing 
of lights and cameras, could the choir 
move to the front of the church to assist 
the camera work?  All things that go on in 
the background.
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music was chosen and choirs in the 
parish got to work on perfecting the 
pieces.  readers were invited to prepare, 
two families invited to be gift bearers in 
the offertory procession, ministers of the 
eucharist assigned their places, catering 
would be provided across the road in the 
Community Centre, accommodation 
for the team of 40 had to organised, 
overnight security for the equipment, 
building the altar and decorating the 
square.  

From a technical point of view how could 
the cameras follow the procession if we 
were to process out of the church and 
across the road to the Square?  Also the 
issue that there was a broadcast time of 
fifty five minutes: could a little more time 
be organised back in Donnybrook, where 
could we cut a corner or two to ensure 
that we did not run out of broadcast time?  
everything had to be timed, down to the 
second.  the team from Kairos were most 
anxious to include the procession out into 
the square: this would be the difference 
to other broadcasts and the procession 
was an essential part of Corpus Christi. 
the technical team members starting 
talking about a ‘drone’! Drones, i had only 
heard of them in iraq and iran! Were they 
about send a drone into Inistioge? Yes 
they were, but this time with a camera on 
board. and so it was: we would process 
from the church and the camera would 
follow us giving wonderful views of the 
village and surrounding countryside as 
we gathered at the altar at the bottom 
of the square for benediction.

saturday morning 6th June and the 
lorries rolled into town.  the cameras had 
spent a day in the parish recording the 
introduction: filming the three churches 
and giving an overview of life in the parish. 
the local Church of ireland community 
kindly allowed the lorries to park at the 
church wall and at the entrance to st 
mary’s, catering was organised in Cois 
abhainn, mary Hogan was on hand 
to assist in the sanctuary, readers and 
ministers all ready for the dress rehearsal 
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at 3.30pm.  some of the youth choir were 
doing their Leaving Cert so they came 
along for thirty minutes, did their bit and 
were back to the books. the rehearsal 
went well and all was ready for 11am on 
sunday morning.

and so after months and weeks of 
preparation we were ready to go 
nationwide.  everything went as planned: 
everything fell into place and many, many 
people played their part to broadcast a 
beautiful mass from inistioge. the altar 
in the square was beautifully prepared 
and ready for us when mass finished.  the 
procession left the church after a simple 
blessing (the mass was broadcast at the 
same time on radio so we had to bid 
them adieu) and then with the drone 
hovering overhead we left the church 
for benediction. god smiled on us that 
day with wonderful sunshine and the 
village of inistioge looked fantastic. the 

choir sang tantum ergo, sweet Heart of 
Jesus as we crossed the road and then 
to the strains of sweet sacrament Divine 
the drone headed up river retreating into 
the distance as the Lord blessed us on the 
square.

What is always amazing is the response 
after the broadcast. it is easy to suggest 
that the viewing numbers are limited to 
those who are housebound, in hospital or 
nursing homes.  but the emails and letters, 
cards and texts messages give a different 
story: the mass is followed by a large 
audience which is much wider that a 
perceived limited listenership.  Well done 
to Kairos whose technical assistance and 
professionalism put us on the big screen 
on a beautiful day in June. thanks to 
those who sowed the seed in a hostelry 
on a cold January evening in 2014: as 
ever, from little acorns grow mighty oaks.
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st Kieran’s College has since its foundation 
in 1782 been at the heart of the diocese 
of ossory. it was never far, geographically 
from its current home and has been at 
this location since 1836.  in the past it 
has served the Diocesan Community 
as a seminary and continues to play 
an important role in educating the 
young people of our diocese through 
its secondary school while at the same 
time hosting the office of the Diocesan 
Forum, the Vocations Office, the Faith 
Development Office and now St Kieran’s 
looks forward to a new venture which will 
further advance its outreach to the wider 
community. 



page 27

ossory timessePtemBer 2015

parish evenings
in st Kieran's College

recently bishop séamus announced that 
the college is to be the new home of 
the much-loved parish evenings that to 
date have been facilitated by the sisters 
at peace in Christ. to make possible 
this development and to continue 
the  wonderful tradition already well 
established by the sisters a new retreat 
team has been formed. based at st 
Kieran’s the new team will make full use 
of the College Chapel, grounds and 
wonderful facilities at st Kieran’s to make 
people feel at home as they gather to 
pray, reflect and meet each other in a 

spirit of friendship. 

With a new home 
found and new 
l e a d e r s h i p 

team established 
the task of choosing 

a theme for the parish evenings for 
the coming year came into sharp focus. 
Fortunately we did not have to look to 
far. almost immediately pope Francis 
came to the rescue! earlier this year 
he announced that beginning on the 
8th December 2015 (the feast of the 
immaculate Conception) and ending  
on the 20th November 2016, (the feast 

of Christ the King), a Jubilee year of 
mercy would be held to focus on the 
compassionate mercy of god. Launching 
the Holy year the pope reflected “in this 
Jubilee year, let us allow god to surprise 
us. He never tires of casting open the 
doors of his heart and of repeating that 
he loves us and wants to share his love 
with us. the Church feels the urgent 
need to proclaim god’s mercy. Her life 
is authentic and credible only when she 
becomes a convincing herald of mercy. 
she knows that her primary task, especially 
at a moment full of great hopes and signs 
of contradiction, is to introduce everyone 
to the great mystery of god’s mercy by 
contemplating the face of Christ”.

as a response to pope Francis’ initiative 
the new retreat team have prepared 
a programme of prayer and reflection 
incorporating a celebration of 
reconciliation and the eucharist for the 
parish evening. it is their hope that these 
parish evenings at st Kieran’s College will 
“Let us allow god to surprise us” a god 
who “never tires of casting open the 
doors of his heart and of repeating that 
he loves us and wants to share his love 
with us”

based at st Kieran’s the new team will make full use of the 
College Chapel, grounds and wonderful facilities at st 
Kieran’s to make people feel at home as they gather to 
pray, reflect and meet each other in a spirit of friendship. 

Dermot Ryan
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meet the retreat 
team:
along with the priests of the diocese who 
have the tradition of supporting these 
evenings we have a wonderful group of 
people coming together to animate and 
lead these evenings.
 
aidan Fitzpatrick is originally from gorey 
in Co. Wexford, but has now lived in 
Kilkenny for over fifteen years. aidan is 
the youngest of six children and is now 
married to Claire here in Kilkenny and 
they have four children. aidan is a garda 
stationed here in Kilkenny. aidan has a 
huge love of music and he comes from 
a family steeped in irish music. He enjoys 
playing the piano (he claims badly! (but 
that is not true)) and studied music for 
two years in W.i.t. before he was busy 
with his young children he spent many 
happy years involved with Kilkenny 
musical society. in recent years aidan 
is much involved with the Foulkstown 
Church Choir, (st patrick’s parish) He loves 
playing and singing taize music and has 
been involved in taize services in the city 
on several occasions. aidan has travelled 
to Lourdes with the oblate youth service 
for many years, and he enjoys being 
involved in the service of others.
 
Stiofán Ó Murchadha, 22 years old, was 
born and raised in Kilkenny. in fact he 
never lived more than a few sliotar pucks 
away from o’Loughlin gaels whom he 
has played with for many years. stiofán 
has U-16 county medal with o’Loughlin’s 
and also an U-21 county medal for 
the club. He can be found reading at 
mass in John’s Church where he was 
baptised, confirmed and made his 
communion.  stiofán, who is undertaking 
a masters in pastoral care is also currently 
involved in the preparation of the new 
Confirmation retreats which are to be 
located at st mary’s Cathedral.
 
Peggy Lyons is married with two children, 
gary 22 and emma 20 yrs old. peggy 

was born in galway but moved to 
Callan twenty-five years ago when she 
came to live in the L'arche community 
there. in fact, it was here that she met 
her husband John. peggy still works in 
L'arche - a community where adults 
with and without a learning disability 
live and work together. before coming 
to Callan she  worked with the medical 
missionaries of mary running a youth 
house in a very disadvantaged area. 
she also worked with the Franciscans on 
the school retreats. For the past thirty-
five years peggy been involved with 
planning retreats for adults and children 
with special needs. Her main involvement 
with parish outside of L'arche is in her love 
of liturgical music and she is currently 
involved with three folk groups, two in 
Callan and one in st patrick's parish

aidan  Fitzpatrick

Stiofán Ó Murchadha

Peggy Lyons
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Michelle O'Connor is a native of st 
patrick's parish in Kilkenny city. she was 
born and raised in st patrick’s close and 
she has spent her whole life in the Village. 
michelle has been married to barry for 
13 years and they have an 8 year old 
daughter - rachel. michelle has been the 
parish secretary of st patrick’s parish for 
the last thirteen years and as is obviously 
to all who meet her there she enjoys her 
work in the parish. michelle has been a 
member of st patrick’s youth choir for 
the past twenty-eight years and has 
been involved with parish liturgy groups. 
she has also been a member of a few 
retreat teams in the parish. michelle 
recently finished a theology course with 
maynooth and st Kieran’s College. she 
enjoys reading, singing, going to the 

cinema and spending time with my 
family and friends.
 
Seán Hickey is a native of Kilkenny 
City and is attached to st John’s parish 
where he currently serves as a minister 
of the eucharist. a graduate of University 
College Dublin, seán holds a degree in 
planning and owns his own landscape 
gardening business. He is keenly interested 
in history, heritage, archaeology and 
environmental issues. sean’s passion for 
his faith was sparked in 2009 when he 
travelled to medjugorje and experienced 
transforming spiritual renewal. He has 
developed his knowledge and insights 
into theology and Church and is actively 
engaged in youth ministry. a frequent 
speaker at retreats and seminars in 
the south-east, seán is also involved in 
the ossory Lourdes pilgrimage, the irish 
pilgrimage trust, the medjugorje youth 
group, and the Life in the spirit events.
 
Gemma Mulligan is married to paul and 
they have five children. she works full time 
as a stay-at-home mother to paul Óg 
who is 11, matthew 9, Charlotte 5, Juliette 
4 and Luca who is 8 months. gemma 
lives in tullaroan but grew up in st patrick's 
parish in Kilkenny City and this is where her 
faith journey began. she attended the 
John of god primary school, presentation 
secondary school and studied theology 
and philosophy at milltown institute in 
Dublin. she completed a masters in 
Chaplaincy in Catholic schools from 
maryvale institute in birmingham. in 
1998 she began working in Catholic 
youth Care, Dublin diocesan agency 
for youth. Her job there was that of an 
evangelisation officer as well as being 
part of the World youth Day office which 
helped bring thousands of young people 
from ireland to world youth days around 
the world. she has always been involved 
in her parish since she was a member of 
the st patrick’s choir as a teenager and 
the liturgy group at the time. gemma is 
currently a member of tullaroan parish 
pastoral council and chairperson of the 
middle deanery.

Michelle O'Connor

Seán Hickey

Gemma Mulligan
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the subtitle of my book is: 
‘awakening to god’s abiding 
presence’. i will begin with this since 
it has been close to my heart for as 
long as i can remember.  i was born 
and brought up near the village of 
scartaglen, in the sliabh Luachra 
area of east Kerry. During my early 
years there was plenty farm work 
which i did not like, but there was 
a positive side to the experience. 
i gradually became aware of the 
natural beauty and the deep 
silence of the countryside. there 
were places on our farm and in 
the nearby glens and hills where i 
found a great sense of peace and 
stillness.

i may not have realised it at the 
time but my heart was awakening 
to god’s presence. i am convinced 
that this (among other things) 
played a part in my desire and 
decision to become a priest. i left 
home at the age of 16 and headed 
for st. Joseph’s College, Freshford. 
that was the beginning of my 
journey with the mill Hill missionaries 
that has taken me to other parts of 
the world, including thirteen years 
in africa (Kenya).  
i am grateful that the experience of 
god’s presence which was there in 
my young days has been with me 
down the years.  of course there 
are days and nights when god 
seems far away, but thankfully my 
awareness of god at certain times 
is such that it sustains me when 
darkness and doubts come my 
way. 



page 31

ossory timessePtemBer 2015

Jim O’Connell, mhm

i feel that the ‘prompting to write’ has 
come with my growing awareness of 
god’s presence and of the place of 
Christ and the role of the Holy spirit in this. 
i do not regard myself as ‘a born writer’ – 
if there is such a being! i find writing hard 
work and i won’t win any prize for speed 
in producing a book. When i had my first 
book (‘going the Heart’s Way’) published 
in 2009, sean o’boyle of Columba press 
said to me: ‘Now Jim what about a 
second one’? I laughed and said: ‘It took 
me 64 years to get this together, so there 
is not much chance i’ll manage another 
one’!  but here i am six years later with ‘a 
Life to Live’!

the prompting to write has also come 
from other sources. For many years, i have 
been convinced that it is helpful to have 
a book of spiritual reflections to read 
– short reflections, with a few thoughts 
and perhaps a passage of scripture or 
a quotation from some spiritual writer. 
such material helps me in my prayer life 
and reading a reflection can be a good 
way to finish the day and quieten down 
for the night. interestingly, some people 
have told me that they read a reflection 
from my book last thing at night. a few 
have added, with a smile, that it helps 
them to sleep!  

another little incentive to write came 
to me this way: some years ago one of 
my nieces was reading a book called: 
“Chicken soup for the soul”. she told me 
that she really liked the short stories and 
reflections. she gave me a copy of the 
book the following Christmas and when 
i read it i could see why she was so keen 
on it. this prompted me to work on the 

‘bits and pieces’ that i had written over 
the years which come more directly from 
our Christian tradition. eventually, they 
turned into the reflections that are in my 
two books.

i have also come to see that writing is 
one of the ways open to me as a priest 
to spread the good News, the Joy of the 
gospel (in the words of pope Francis), - 
and thus help people in their desire to 
reach a deeper awareness of god in 
their hearts and lives. 

the redemptorists are very keen on 
writing as a medium to help people 
draw close to god. this goes all the way 
back to their founder, st alphonsus, who 
believed that ‘the apostolate of the pen’ 
was as essential to preaching the gospel 
as parish missions, novenas and retreats 
– the apostolate of the spoken word and 
the written word belong together. 

being a priest and the 
prompting to Write
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a page 
from my 
gratitude 
Diary
today i am grateful for:

• the guest House - 
poem by rumi

• Letter from séamus
• god’s messenger –  

meditation by Hughie 
• Letters from family 
• Letters from other 

religious 
• music – pachabel’s 

Canon 
• book – Hanging with 

elephants 
• Food – Lemon 

meringue pie 
• art – Van gogh 
• t.V. programme – at 

your service 
• song – “i want to 

dance with you” 
• Way to relax: spa in 

“Horse & Jockey”
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spirituality and suffering: 
opening up a world of 
possibilities

We live in an age when debilitating 
diseases of both mind and body 
are becoming more prominent and 
more demanding at every level of 
relationship and society.

since my own diagnosis nine years ago, 
i have found the world of parkinson’s 
Disease to be dark, challenging, and 
a different experience to everything 
that had gone before.

yet it has also been life-giving and an 
opportunity to be of help to others 
– fellow-sufferers, carers, ordinary 
people i meet in my daily life – in a 
way that i never imagined possible. 

it has brought out a side of me that 
is deeper, more understanding and 
more versatile. i have learned that 

even in deepest suffering, 
a spiritual life gives a 

perspective that can sustain 
us in our worst moments and 

be shared readily to help 
and inspire others, 

writes sr Éilis bergin pbVm

Éilis Bergin
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‘what is deepest in us is most universal’ 
– and so i continue to share my story in 
the hope that it will help others. 

parkinson’s is an insidious disease. it 
takes you apart slowly, like picking out 
stitches from fabric. it makes you feel 
that the wiring in your head has been 
disconnected and there is a short circuit 
somewhere. 

your head seems separated from the rest 
of your body and you have to discover 
and manage the pieces that are still 
working at any particular time. at times 
this makes it impossible to walk, talk, hold 
anything in your hands or make even the 
simplest body movement. 

but that is only part of the problem. the 
experience of parkinson’s can also be a 
destructive of both mind and spirit, part 
of the ‘dark night of the soul’ that is often 
spoken of.

Within weeks of my diagnosis i went from 
being a busy, dynamic, capable and 
independent woman to a state of almost 
total devastation as my world came 
crashing down.

almost from the beginning, one of the 
greatest battles in my experience of 
parkinson’s became fighting isolation. 
time and time again, i had to tackle the 
sense of not being able to communicate 
what i was feeling and thinking, not 
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knowing what was going on or where to 
go from where i was, or even not being 
sure of the simple issues of day-to-day 
living with the disease (the effects of the 
medication, the source of the symptoms, 
the wisdom of professional advice).

but the loss of my ability to do things and 
to know things has taught me more than 
it has crippled me.  though i could not 
‘rise like a phoenix from the ashes’ as 
readily as in previous challenges, i came 
back really believing i was stronger than 
the crisis. 

i found that i still had many resources 
to call on as i moved to a place of self-
reliance and logic, connecting the dots 
and ‘putting the ladder up to the right 
wall’ in order to survive.
i learned important lessons along the 
way. on the one hand, i found that 
devastation and isolation can be 
temporary conditions in the human 
being, and can be overcome; on the 
other, my experience of them re-inforced 
for me how deeply we need both to listen 
and to be heard.

and i learned quickly that if you don’t 
manage parkinson’s, parkinson’s will 
manage you. i keep reminding myself 
that ‘i have parkinson’s, it does not have 
me.’ to others i have to communicate an 
important message: ‘i am not parkinson’s 
and it is not me.’

i am lucky to have my faith. i have 
absolutely no problem believing in the 
Christ of the gospels and that’s what 
keeps me going. the word i would use 
to describe this sense of Christ in my life 
is ‘holding.’ He is able to hold us – and to 
help us in turn to hope and to heal. 

i can see clearly god’s work in myself and 
others, in the ordinary affairs of everyday 
life. i see Him in the many acts of kindness 
shown to me from hour to hour, in the 
way people emerge from their pre-
occupations and problems to show a 
caring and sometimes heroic dimension.

because i am so obviously suffering in my 
worst moments, yet optimistic and calm 
in my better ones, people say to me 
that they get a sense of proportion and 
balance of the good and the bad that 
they can apply in their own lives.

i still enjoy, to the full, aspects of life that i 
can get involved in. i am aware that as i 
sit here in my room recounting my story, i 
am bathed in the most glorious sunshine. 

i adore light – it has been the theme in 
my life for the past while. Light comes in 
many forms and one of its most interesting 
forms is in people. this kind of luminosity – 
the light that shines from within – is a spark 
of the Divine visible all around us.

my other great resource has been a 
new-found interest and ability in creating 
art pieces that reflect both the positive 
and negative aspects of my life of self-
reliance and suffering.

it helps me to reflect on all the good 
things that happen to me in a day, and 
all of the things that i can enjoy and have 
enjoyed – and to record them in my 
gratitude diary.

it has been a momentous journey 
over these past nine years, but i have 
survived and even grown and prospered 
in unexpected ways. even when the 
physical limitations are at their worst, i still 
rejoice in the world of the spirit and the 
imagination, which is boundless.

and i still have the belief that, well or 
unwell, if you are where you are meant 
to be in life, nothing is impossible; you can 
set the world on fire.

sr Éilis bergin pbVm is a native of Durrow, 
Co. Laois and has been a member of 
presentation sisters communities there 
and in Kilkenny, Dublin and tipperary. she 
is currently living at presentation Convent, 
thurles.
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the southern Deanery Forum decided 
earlier this year to celebrate the year 
of Consecrated Life. pope Francis 
proposed this year of celebration when 
he proclaimed the year of Consecrated 
Life for societies of apostolic Life on the 
occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church. 
the year began on 30th November 2014 
and will conclude on the feast of the 
presentation of Jesus in the temple on the 
2nd February 2016.  the southern Deanery 
planned their day of celebration during 
the summer hoping to invite as many 
religious from the parishes who might 
be home on holidays. a subcommittee 
of Fr scriven (inistioge), Fr Dan bollard 
(thomastown) and sr anna Corcoran 
(thomastown) prepared the day. sr anna 
Corcoran coordinated the invitations 
and the date was set for august 30th 
which also happened to be the feast of 
st Fiacre.  

st Joseph’s Home in Ferrybank hosted the 
gathering and bishop Freeman presided 
over the celebration of Vespers at 3.30pm.  
Fr scriven, Vicar Forane of the southern 
Deanery and parish priest of inistioge, 
preached the homily.  a beautiful booklet 
with the psalms and hymns was prepared.  
a sacred space was prepared and three 
religious presented three candles in the 
opening rite: two candles represented 
the contemplative life and apostolic life 
and the third candle represented those 

religious from our parishes who were not 
able to join us and who continue the 
missionary aspect of their congregations.
bishop Freeman reminded us in his 
introduction of the aims of the year of 
Consecrated Life as set out by pope 
Francis: to look at the past with gratitude, 
to live the present with passion and to 
embrace the future with hope. pope 
Francis presented these aims to us 
reflecting those of pope John paul ii 
who had reminded religious in 1996 that 
“you have not only a glorious history to 
remember and to recount, but also a 
great history still to be accomplished! Look 
to the future, where the spirit is sending 
you in order to do even greater things.” 
the gathering in Ferrybank celebrated 
this and prayerfully fulfilled the aims of 
pope Francis.

During Vespers the religious renewed 
their vows and invited all gathered to 
pray for them and their congregations.  a 
beautiful prayer card was presented to all 
gathered and a copy of this prayer card 
has been made available to parishes.

the day concluded with hospitality in the st 
Joseph’ Home.  bishop Freeman greeted 
all gathered and extended an invitation 
to all to the Diocesan celebration which 
will take place in st mary’s Cathedral on 
sunday 15th November.  

the southern Deanery planned their day of 
celebration during the summer hoping to invite 
as many religious from the parishes who might 
be home on holidays.

Consecrated Life 
southern Deanery Forum
Richard Scriven
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We leave peace in Christ with a sense of hope that the 
seeds sown and brought to life through this ministry may 

continue to bear fruit in new ways in the Diocese of ossory.
Margaret Moloney

For the past 48 years the ministry of peace in 
Christ has been sustained though a faithful 
commitment to collaboration. bishops, priests, 
religious, people in the parishes of the Diocese, 
many volunteers, a very devoted staff, the 
extended team and the Daughters of mary and 
Joseph have cooperated to craft the rich story 
of this unique House of prayer, enabling it to be 
a place of hospitality, reflection, restfulness and 
healing for many people. 
one of the remarkable features of the retreat 
House was the role of parish promoters, 
who, in conjunction with the priests in their 
parishes, faithfully promoted all events: parish 
evenings (Vigils), reflective Days/evenings 
and Weekends as well as taking responsibility 
for fund raising and enlisting the help of many 
other willing volunteers.

since its establishment the priests of the Diocese 
have participated in the retreat programmes 
and have supported the ministry in various 
ways. 

over the years the retreat opportunities have 
been adapted to meet the developing needs 
of people. the use of sacred space, ritual and 
symbol have enhanced the atmosphere and 
drawn people into a deepening awareness of 
their baptismal call.

We have been blessed by the presence of the 
many young people and their teachers who 
came to peace in Christ in preparation for their 

Celebrating the contribution 
of peace in Christ

"Come apart and rest awhile"
mark 6:31

in 1967, peace 
in Christ, the first 

Diocesan retreat 
House in ireland, 

opened its doors.   
its foundation 

was rooted in the 
vision of bishop 

peter birch and the 
commitment of the 
Daughters of mary 

and Joseph who 
sent sisters to embark 

on a new and 
unknown ministry – 
inviting the people 

of the Diocese of 
ossory and beyond 

to “Come apart 
aND rest a WHiLe”.
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Confirmation. their openness, spontaneity 
and eagerness always contributed new 
life and energy to the atmosphere in the 
retreat House.   
Likewise, we have been inspired by the 
faith of the many thousands of people 
from the diocese and beyond, and by 
the various groups who have come to 
pray, to meditate, to reflect and share 
their faith experiences.   

We remember with deep gratitude the 
many people – priests, sisters, promoters, 
volunteers - who are no longer with us, all 
of whom devoted much time and energy 
to the ministry of peace in Christ.   

We have received many beautiful 
expressions of appreciation which 
are heartening, but, above all, we 
appreciate that so many people, young 
and old, have been drawn into an 
atmosphere of reflection and prayer, 
responding to the call to “Come apart 
aND rest aWHiLe”, to be renewed, to be 
nourished, to have their spirits lifted and 
their faith strengthened.  

We leave peace in Christ with a sense of 
hope that the seeds sown and brought 
to life through this ministry may continue 
to bear fruit in new ways in the Diocese 
of ossory.

A REFLECTIOn On PEACE In CHRIST   –  
BASED On MARY’S MAGnIFICAT

my soUL proCLaims tHe greatNess oF 
tHe LorD
We thank god 
for the blessings of the last 48 years at 
peace in Christ
for the faith of those who came 
for the faith that has been shared
for the peace experienced
for those who listened
for those who served
for those who inspired
my soUL proCLaims tHe greatNess oF 
tHe LorD

my spirit reJoiCes iN goD my saVioUr
We thank god 
for vision 
for creativity
for artists 
for commitment
for generosity
for young people and adults
for laughter and joy 
for debate and conversation
for struggles and  questions 
for support
for friends 
for memories
my spirit reJoiCes iN goD my saVioUr

HoLy is yoUr Name
We thank god 
for the nourishment of the eucharist
for the healing touch in the sacrament of 
reconciliation
for the privilege of god’s presence
for time to reflect on life
for time to ponder god’s Word
in the sacred place that offered “peaCe 
iN CHrist”
HoLy is yoUr Name
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InTRODuCTIOn
throughout the history of our relationship 
with god He has used signs and symbols 
to express his love for us and to enable us 
to reciprocate our love for god. that “sign 
language” of god’s love is expressed most 
powerfully in the seven sacraments given 
to us by Jesus. For forty eight years, peace 
in Christ has been a place where this 
“sign language” of god’s love has been 
powerfully and creatively celebrated. it 
has been a place where liturgy and life 
have come together, where the many 
thousands who crossed its threshold were 
immersed in powerful ritual, introduced to 
new and creative forms of prayer, where 
young people could experience the 
power of meditation. it has also been a 
place where those who were burdened 
and broken hearted could experience 
healing and reconciliation, a sacred 
space where the vocation of each 
person was affirmed and enhanced.  this 
evening as we gather in thanksgiving, 
we reflect on the seven sacraments as a 
way of celebrating the sign of god’s love 
which peace in Christ has been for the 
Diocese of ossory since it first opened its 
doors in 1967.

BAPTISM
We are connected in creation by water 
which gives us life. Water shapes who we 
are and how we see the world. through 
the waters of baptism we all share in 
the life and ministry of Jesus Christ.  
inspired and empowered by the vision 
of the second Vatican Council peace 
in Christ has endeavoured to affirm and 
celebrate the baptismal call of each 
person. Nowhere was this more evident 
than in the group of volunteers who 
promoted the work of the retreat centre 
in the parishes of ossory. the dedication 
of the promoters and their sense of co-
responsibilty with the sisters ensured that 

the ministry of peace in Christ seeped into 
every townsland of our diocese.

COnFIRMATIOn
as part of their journey to Confirmation 
thousands of young people from across 
the diocese of ossory have been 
nourished in body and spirit at peace 
in Christ. Consistently, many of the 
Confirmation candidates have pointed 
to their experience of meditation and 
reflective prayer at the retreat house 
as the highlight of their Confirmation 
preparation.  We pray tonight that all 
those young people who crossed the 
threshold of peace in Christ will realise the 
power of the spirit in their lives and make 
space and time for god on their journey.

EuCHARIST
taken, blessed, broken and given. the 
eucharist has been at the centre of 
every celebration at peace in Christ. 
reminiscent of the mass rocks of our 
ancestors in faith, time and time again, 
we gathered around that limestone 
table. We broke the bread, we shared 
the cup. and something happened not 
only to the bread and wine, but to us. 

RECOnCILIATIOn AnD HEALInG
the story of the prodigal son has always 
been the model for celebrating the 
sacraments of Healing and reconciliation 
at peace in Christ. For almost fifty years 
people have come from every corner of 
our diocese and beyond to share their 
stories. often times those were stories 
of brokenness and pain, of hurt and 
disappointment. the parish evening, the 
advent and Lenten days of preparation, 
the weekend and summer retreats , all 
of these occasions at peace in Christ 
created a sacred and safe space where 
people came to know and experience 
a loving and compassionate god. tears 

gathering rite for the celebration to honour 
peace in Christ Martin Delaney
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were shed, burdens relieved, the oil of 
gladness freely flowed, the words of 
absolution and forgiveness generously 
prayed.

MARRIAGE
For many years part of the ministry of 
peace in Christ was to facilitate married 
couples deepen their sacramental 
commitment through marriage encounter 
weekends. in the last fifty years the retreat 
house team has also responded to the 
changing nature of what it is to be family. 
the team has always been guided by  
the belief that each person is created in 
the image and likeness of god.

PRIESTHOOD
For many of us priests, peace in Christ 
has not just been a place of prayer and 
retreat, it has also been a house where we 
experienced hospitality and friendship. 
generations of new seminarians at st. 
Kieran’s began their journey to priesthood 
with a few days at peace in Christ. While 
the homemade soup and baked alaska 
live on in the minds of many generations 
of seminarians as important ‘sacramental 
signs’ and symbols of hospitality, it was 
the friendship and support offered by 
the sisters which will be remembered by 
countless young men who were ordained 
in st Kieran’s and many others who 
pursued different paths in life. the success 
of peace in Christ has in many ways 
been down to the unique collaboration 
between the Daughters of mary and 
Joseph and the priests of ossory diocese.  

COnCLuSIOn
in 1967, bishop peter birch sought to 
establish a retreat centre which would 
be primarily a house of prayer for all the 
people of our diocese. through the years 
peace in Christ has been that sacred 
space where we have prayed in petition, 
in praise, in peace, with heavy hearts and 
hearts of joy and celebration. tonight the 
prayers we raise up to god are prayers 
of thanksgiving. in all the parishes across 
this diocese and in all the lives that have 
been touched and enriched by the 

ministry which has been peace in Christ, 
may the fruit of this great work continue 
to drop down like dew, like showers on 
the fresh grass and light rain on the turf. 
For we proclaim the name of god.

A WATER BLESSInG
may clean, clear water bless us,
Wellspring or waterfall,
Life in abundance
Flowing, cleansing, refreshing.
god our Creator
as we ask you now
to bless this water +
may we use this gift of yours wisely
and cherish every drop;
may it bring life to earth’s deserts.
Jesus, pour your water,
greening and satisfying,
on the dry dustiness
of the deserts within us.
Holy spirit, flow through us;
revive our faithfulness,
rekindle the flame within us
Cleanse our sinfulness,
Fill us with prayerfulness
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i have consciously chosen not to name 
any of the personnel involved in the 
enterprise for fear of inadvertently omitting 
any of the many who contributed to a 
truely spiritual encounter. all references 
will be by general categorisation to the 
various groups of helpers and pilgrims 
which comprised of about 300 souls from 
the Diocese of ossory. i, myself, along with 
my wife and two children, are practicing 
Catholics from st patrick's parish, Kilkenny 
City.

i have decided to focus especially on 
the contribution of the ossory youth 
who delivered such outstanding and 
dedicated care and concern that 
brought tears to the eyes of many on the 
final farewells exchanged between the 
youth and assisted pilgrims in the accuil 
Notre Dame Hospital on the eve of their 
departure back home.

our journey began from Loughboy 
carpark at 8am on 22nd may via bus 
to Cork airport. an earlier group had 
gone via Castlecomer to Dublin airport 
to assist with preparation for the later 
arrival of the 59 assisted pilgrims who 
were accommodated on floor two in 

accuil Notre Dame Hospital adjacent to 
another irish pilgrimage from Donegal.

the ossory youth comprised of 50 
transition year students from the whole 
of ossory Diocese with a few fifth years 
included for good measure. it should 
be noted that these diligent and willing 
students were only a small percentage of 
the overall number that had volunteered 
their services to partake in the pilgrimage 
contrary to popular opinion that the 
Faith of our fathers and mothers is 
now redundant in this secular age of 
materialism and relativism and the culture 
of death.

the various other categories of helpers 
and facilitators deserve equal mention. 
these include all those fundraisers who 
contributed enormously to making the 
Lourdes pilgrimage possible for so large 
numbers in these austere times. apart 
from the fare paying pilgrims €30,000 was 
required to fund the various concomitant 
and sundry expenses incurred such as 
wheelchairs and walking aids. Helpers 
from all walks of life pooled their resources, 
particular skills and time to ensure the 
smooth running, walking, pushing, pulling 

David Power

this brief account as seen through the eyes of 
an assisted pilgrim, previously called invalids, is to 
express appreciation and gratitude for all who 
facilitated my inclusion in the Lourdes pilgrimage.

ossory pilgrimage 
Lourdes 2015



page 44

ossory times sePtemBer 2015

and resting of such large numbers that 
had to be fed and watered.

on behalf of the 59 assisted pilgrims and 
approximately 140 non-assisted pilgrims i 
would like to take this opportunity to thank 
the multinational guardians of the shrine 
of our Lady of Lourdes. special mention 
must be made of the guardians from the 
ossory Diocese who attended to the 
needs and wants of the aforementioned 
pilgrims.

Not in any hierarchial order the ossory 
guardians comprised ten priests, two 
nuns, twenty-six nursing staff, twenty 
brancardiers, twelve catering, three 
doctors, ten youth leaders (of which 
seven were teachers) and, of course, 
fifty transition year students, attending 
secondary schools throughout the whole 
of ossory Diocese.

Focus, as previously indicated, centres 
on the contribution of the ossory youth 
of both genders, although females did 
outnumber male students, this was due to 
numbers from each school being limited 
to approximately five.
gender aside, each and every one of 
the 50 youthful assistants did their county, 
city, school, parish and families proud. 
Not one of them failed in their endevour 
to assist their designated pilgrims. every 
single one excelled in the delivery of 
psycho-social care and the practical 
requirements of assisting people to and 
from the various destinations allocated 
and alotted daily.

attendance at the various liturgical and 
sacramental services was the primary 
purpose of the pilgrimage with daily 
mass taking precedent over all other 
devotional exercises. that said without 
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question i was deeply impressed with 
a very special sacramental service of 
reconciliation in which i witnessed nearly 
all the youth of ossory partake by going 
to personal confession, a practice which 
seems to be out of fashion since the 
second Vatican Council. other highlights 
on the pilgrimage include the Candlelight 
procession to Lourdes grotto, hymn 
singing, praying the rosary, participation 
in sacrament of the sick and exposition 
of the blessed sacrament (benediction).

pope Francis, as only pope Francis can, 
has underlined the importance of the 
care we received in attempting to reform 
the Church when he stated "priests and 
lay ministers need to lessen the security 
of the sanctuary and become more 
involved in pastoral care".
i applaud all those who acted as catalysts 
on the ossory pilgrimage to Lourdes and 

brought to the fore the innate goodness 
of so many sixteen year olds that found 
expression and rewards in unconditional 
love, empathy and understanding 
through interacting with like-minded 
people of various ages and stages of 
maturity and the wisdom of experience 
gleaned from having lived through 
economic, political and very changing 
times.

Dare anyone knock the youth of ossory 
or that formal religion is dead and i will 
reply that humankinds transcendental 
aspirations for beauty, goodness, truth, 
love and home has never in the history of 
mankind been more blatantly obvious as 
witnessed on this pilgrimage to Lourdes.

Here we are Lord, what is my anguish in 
your hands! amen
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Mary Harte

on Friday 12th June Father tom Coyle 
pp galmoy celebrated his 25 years in 
the priesthood. the special occasion 
began with concelebrated mass in the 
local Church where he was joined by 
the Vicar general of ossory and local 
clergy. the parish Choir was led by John 
Joe Cullinane and margaret Fogarty. 
instead of the usual homily Fr tom began 
by extending a warm welcome to all, his 
fellow celebrants,relations, friends and 
parishioners, he then took us back to his 
childhood in Kilkenny city and the 'long 

and winding' road to his ordination in st 
mary's Cathedral on June 16th 1990. the 
immortal words 'Leave your boats and 
follow me' still resonate.

From an early age he had the concept 
of vocation at the back of his mind 
- some of the influences in his faith 
formation were Dean Cavanagh pp of 
st Canice's (formerly of this parish) in his 
younger years and latterly Fr benjamin 
of the Capuchin Friary who provided the 
final push! He felt it was very fitting that 

Fr tom celebrates his 
silver Jubilee
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his Jubilee mass should be celebrated on 
the Feast of the sacred Heart as he was 
reminded of the June altar to the sacred 
Heart in the C.b.s. during his school days.

growing up as an only child he 
experienced the usual 'up and downs', 
nevertheless he had a happy childhood 
as his parents were both musicians he 
inherited a love of music and choral 
singing-he joined the Unity singers' - on 
the annual ossory trip to Lourdes he takes 
care of the music and choral work-fittingly 
enough he chose the image of our 
Lady's grotto for his Jubilee cards. travel 
and local history especially Kilkenny city - 
people and buildings/streets are dear to 
his heart, which runs in tandem his with 
his interest in Kilkenny archaeological 
society. on leaving school he joined 
a local High street Department store, 
however he did say that his stellar retail 
career had an inauspicious beginning to 
say the least which involved brush/water! 
Notwithstanding he spent many happy 
years in the shoe department and as one 
of the clergy quipped he moved from 
taking care of many soles to 'the souls'. 
Dealing with customers and interacting 
with a large staff displaying enthusiasm 
empathy energy and community, has 
stood him in great stead for his ministry.

after mass the 'guest of Honour' was 
joined by the congregation in the 
local hall which was transformed to 
banqueting standards by the caterers. 
We were treated to a delicious main 
course followed by 'sinful delights'. sean 
Doherty was m.C. for the evening whose 
voice is very familiar p.a. systems in the 
surrounding areas. initially when he 
was musing over Fr Dunne's successor 
13 years ago - non gaa, non Farming 
background - however Fr tom quickly 
recognised the heartbeat of the parish 
and was quickly praying for the 'right' 
weather and wishing the 'right' result on 
the sporfsfield. Fr Coyle was also praised 
for maintenance and upkeep of parish 
property. the aesthetics of the new altar 
and surrounds are a sight to behold!

mgr ryan, Vicar general, made us aware 
of the 'snappy happy' priest who has a 
wonderful collection of photographs 
cataloguing the changes which have 
taken place in the marble City through 
the decades. the newly elected 
Cathaoirleach of Kilkenny Co Council Cllr 
mary Hilda Cavanagh speaking on her 
first public address since her appointment, 
praised Fr tom for recognising his true 
Calling which is demonstrated so well 
with his commitment and sense of duty 
to his ministry taking care of his 'Flock' and 
overseeing the running of the parish.

Finally Fr tom spoke, he reiterated what 
he had already highlighted in the Church 
on his pleasant surprise for the marking 
of his Jubilee - 'everything was being 
taken care of'. He thanked again the 
organisers and the committee for doing 
an excellent job, even plan b had to be 
resorted to because of the run on tickets 
and the need for extra space, so the 
upstairs was given a facelift! the choir, 
ministers of the eucharist and the Word, 
altar servers, collectors, gift bearers, 
florists, the traffic squad and all the other 
groups and societies who are always to 
hand when required were ali thanked 
for their continued input. at which point 
a gift and Jubilee cake were presented 
by the main organisers Ciss Fitzpatrick, 
mary margaret Henderson and Queenie 
Daly who were joined by the committee 
for the cameras, sarah Daly was the 
main photographer and subsequently 
an album was presented by sarah and 
Queenie to the parish priest, to further 
enhance the album, written tributes 
and some mind-blowing/heart-warming 
comments were added by the those 
attending. For the truly energetic the 
celebrations were brought to a close 
gyrating to the melodic tones of Danny 
Webster and his musicians.

Finally, Fr tom one and all of us are so 
grateful that you made that life changing 
switch from 'Are you being served?" to 
'How can I be of Service'?
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Ray Cleere

as the Holy year of 1950 approached, 

radio Éireann (as it was then) officials were 

considering ways in which the station could 

mark the occasion. During the late 1940s, the 

secretary of the Department of posts and 

telegraphs, Leon Ó broin, had discussed the 

idea of a daily spoken broadcast angelus with 

Dr. John Charles mcQuaid, then archbishop 

of Dublin.

Charles Kelly, then the Director of radio 

Éireann was also consulted but he was not in 

favour of that proposal. after further discussion 

they concluded that “the introduction of 

speech would be a mistake and they should 

experiment further simply with a bell”. initially 

they considered using a gramophone 

recording of an angelus bell; that would be 

easier to manage and there would be no 

wind noise, birdsong, and mechanical noises. 

there was also the issue of the punctuality of 

a human bell-ringer. However, despite those 

setbacks the decision was made to go ahead 

and to broadcast a “live” bell.

the task began to find a suitable bell-tower 

where a microphone could be safely installed. 

in 1950, only one church in Dublin had an 

electrically operated bell, the Franciscan 

Church in merchant’s Quay. the church was 

inspected by mr. J.m. Ferguson, the radio 

Éireann engineer but it was quickly made 

clear that Dr. mcQuaid wanted the pro-

Cathedral bell to be used. Leon Ó broin told 

tHe aNgeLUs first 
broadcast 65 years ago

 it has claimed its place along with the News and the 
Weather Forecast as the longest running fixture on r.t.e.
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Charles Kelly that the archbishop “is inclined 
to insist on the relays being taken from the 
pro-Cathedral; so we may take our cue from 
that”. Diplomatically, Charles Kelly had also 
listened to the pro-Cathedral bell and found 
it had “a nice quality and pitch. the matter 
has reached the stage where the principle of 
doing the thing is agreed and how it can be 
done is one for engineering minds”. this year 
the pro-Cathedral is 190 years old.

Dr mcQuaid, who had an interest in horology, 
had also asked that the first stroke of the bell 
should be at 6p.m. precisely. that meant 
automation and a fool proof clock system. 
the engineers, led by Ferguson, set to work 
and a ringing mechanism was discussed 
and designed by him. as to the number of 
strokes of the bell, archbishop mcQuaid had 
directed that the sequence 3-3-3-9 was the 
correct format allowing for the recitation of 
the prayers.

in august 1949, the “irish press” reported that 
“about next December the sound of the 
angelus bell will follow the six p.m. time signal 
from radio Éireann”. on, Wednesday, may 23, 
1950, the then minister for posts and telegraphs, 
James everett announced that arrangements 
were being made to have the angelus rung 
over the air each evening at 6p.m.

equipment was installed in the pro-Cathedral 
for the operation of the bell automatically. it 
was controlled by a master clock in the gpo. 
While the mechanism rang the bell twice 
daily, only evening peals were broadcast in 
the beginning. but it is now rung at noon and 
6p.m.

Delays in the delivery of the special mechanism 
meant that the January 1950 deadline was not 
met. it was then decided that the next most 
appropriate date was the marion Feast of the 
assumption on august 15. the blessing was 
attended by the entire management of radio 
eireann. among those who were present at 
the ceremony were: rev. t.b. Condon, p.p., 
Donnybrook; rev. r. mcNevin, D.D., adm., 
pro-Cathedral; rev. C. mcCarthy, Holy Cross 
College, Clonliffe; rev. F. Kenny, C.C., rev. 
C. barrett, C.C., rev. W. thackaberry, C.C., 

rev. D. Daly, C.C., and rev. t. treacy, C., pro-
Cathedral; rev. C. mangan, secretary to the 
archbishop; Clarles Kelly, then the Director of 
radio Éireann; r.o. Farachain, then Deputy 
Director; J.g. o’Keeffe, p. mcmanus, H.L. 
morrow, miss K. roddy, F. o’hannrachain and 
L. ingolsby. Newspaper coverage at the time 
both secular and religious was plentiful. at the 
time one newspaper reprinted a poem which 
was written by r.J. purcell to celebrate the 
event:
“the chimes that from the giant tower
o’er city streets reverberate
exert a momentary power
Where trade and commerce operate,
and lips grow faintly tremulous
in fleeting tribute to salute
the ringing of the angelus”

the angelus was first broadcast on tuesday, 
august 15, 1950. it has been broadcast almost 
every day in the 65 years since then. When 
television began on January 1, 1962, the 
“angelus bell” was played from a tape and 
was accompanied by old master paintings of 
the annunciation.

periodically, the broadcast angelus becomes 
the focus of public controversy but it has 
claimed its place along with the News and 
the Weather Forecast as the longest running 
fixture on r.t.e. 

COunTY LIMERICK CEREMOnIES
mass was celebrated 65 years ago on tuesday, 
august 15, 1950 in Cearh-an-affrin, a secluded 
mountain glen in the parish of managea, 
Newcastle West, in County Limerick, at a mass 
rock which was used by hunted priests during 
the penal Days.

the then archbishop of brisbane, most rev. Dr. 
Duhig, who presided, subsequently imparted 
benediction and unveiled a Celtic cross, 
which was erected by the parishioners at the 
time, to commemorate those who suffered for 
the faith under the penal Laws.

the cross was blessed by right rev. monsignor 
Hannon, p.p., V.g., and the attendance also 
included rev. J.g. butler, o.s.s.p., blackrock 
College.
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Olga Lalor, PRO, Chernobyl Kilkenny Outreach Group

Chernobyl group at 
st Kieran’s College

among those arrivals, Chernobyl Kilkenny 
outreach group had very special visitors this 
year; three boys from the Vesnova institution 
for kids with disabilities. sasha Levkin, 24, 
sasha goldaev, 27, and oleg meadowski, 28, 
have been a big part of Chernobyl Children 
international for many years. the three boys 
along with three carers and two interpreters 
were very lucky to be able to stay in one of 
the best locations in Kilkenny City at st Kieran's 
College. the location couldn't have been 
better, with the balance of being central and 
close to all the amenities but yet very peaceful 
and private. the apartment is beautiful 
and with it having  wheelchair facilities all 
throughout it was a huge advantage; the 
staff there were incredible, very friendly and 
welcoming. the boys felt very comfortable 
there and found it very homely. they were 
very impressed by staying in Kilkenny as it is 
absolutely beautiful and the scenery there 
magnificent. the boys were able to wheel 
down to town for a cup of coffee, get to the 
shops, Castle park, cinema, local pubs, visit 
their Kilkenny friends, or just to go for a stroll to 
simply enjoy beautiful Kilkenny. 

it was so heartening to see them enjoy 
themselves and an absolute pleasure to 
have them here. they had a fantastic time 
filled with some great memories they will 
cherish forever.

Forty children from the 
Chernobyl region arrived to 
Kilkenny this summer to spend 
a month with host families 
for a period of rest and 
recuperation. 
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CROSSWORD

Congrats to the winners 
from the Ossory Times 
Issue 8 competitions:

adult Crossword: 
mrs theresa Walsh, 
troyswood, Freshford 
road, Kilkenny.

Children’s Wordsearch, 
age 8-13: 
robert Finn, ballinlough, 
Carrigeen, Co Kilkenny.

Children’s Colouring, age 
5-8: 
Caoimhe Nolan, 
buncrussia street, 
Freshford, Co Kilkenny.

Send your entries, with your 
name, address, email and 
mobile number, to: 
“Ossory Times’ Competition”, 
Ossory Adult Faith 
Development, 
St Kieran’s College, 
College Road, 
Kilkenny, 
by 15th november 2015, first 
correct entry from the hat wins!

Prize for Adult 
Crossword 
Competition

€50 voucher
for Chapter House 

Bookshop

Prize for age 8-13 
Wordsearch 
Competition

€30 voucher
for Toy Shop

Prize for age 5-8 
Colouring 
Competition 

€20 voucher
for Toy Shop
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For ages 5-8 

Colouring
Competition

answers to ossory times issue 8

For ages 8-13

Wordsearch
Competition

agaiNst
aLtar
aNyoNe
aNgry
better
boDy
brotHer
CoUrt
CaUses
Commit

DaNger
eNter
FroNt
goUge
HaND
HearD
Heart
HeaVeN
JUDge
KiNgDom

LeaVe
matters
oFFer
oFFiCer
peNNy
peopLe
prisoN
QUiCKLy
raCa
remember

rigHt
settLe
sUbJeCt
taKiNg
teaCHers
tHroWN
trUtH
WHoLe
WomaN



Chris hayden is a priest of the diocese of Ferns, biblical scholar and author. 
albert MCdonnell is a priest and chancellor of the diocese of Killaloe and a Canon lawyer.  

sean MCdonagh is a Columban father and was an advisor on the recent Papal encyclical laudato si’.

Understanding the 
Papacy of Francis 

MerCy

The Papacy of Francis has attracted the attention, and 
captured the imagination, not only of Catholics but also of 
the wider world. His words, spoken clearly and simply, seem 
to offer hope to a world in need of it.  

Searching for a common theme or thread around which his 
papacy can be understood is not a difficult task. The Mercy 
of God and a resulting merciful Church is at the heart of his 
faith and teachings. Through this series of talks the Ossory Faith 
Development group hope to explore this important topic and 
how it is to be lived/experienced in our Church today.  

A SerIeS OF TAlkS

Ossory Adult Faith development
tel 056 7753624  email afd@ossory.ie  Web www.ossory.ie

Venue: St Patrick’S PariSh centre, 
Loughboy, kiLkenny

Wednesday 4th november: Chris hayden

the bible - a mercy taught 

Wednesday 11th november: albert Mcdonnell

the new process of marriage 
annulments - a mercy applied 

Wednesday 18th november: sean Mcdonagh

laudato si’ and caring for our 
world - a mercy lived

free adMiSSioN



Saturday 7th February at 8.00 p.m.   Adm.: €25 / €22


