THIRD SUNDAY
OF ADVENT
2021

INTRODUCTION
We hope you enjoy this aid to your scripture reflection, alone or with others, during
this Advent. Prayer is an integral part of our Synodal journey. This Advent why not
take time to reflect on our Sunday Gospels. Take a moment to slow down in our busy
world.
Lectio Divina is a practical approach to praying the scriptures. According to the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, Lectio Divina occurs “where the Word of God
is so read and meditated that it becomes prayer.” The three key moments of this
approach to the scriptures are reading, reflection and prayer. We read the Word of
God to understand it; we reflect on the Word to see how it can apply to our lives; we
pray in order to be transformed by the Word.
These three “moments” of Lectio Divina can be summed up by three questions:
i. When we read, we ask: “What does the text say in itself?”
ii. When we reflect, we ask: “What does the text say to me/us?”
iii. When we pray, we ask: “What does the text lead me/us to say?”
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READ

What must we do?
When all the people asked John, ‘What must we do?’ he answered, ‘If anyone
has two tunics he must share with the man who has none, and the one with
something to eat must do the same.’ There were tax collectors too who came
for baptism, and these said to him, ‘Master what must we do?’ He said to
them, ‘Exact no more than your rate.’ Some soldiers asked him in their turn,
‘What about us? What must we do?’ He said to them, ‘No intimidation! No
extortion! Be content with your pay!’
A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning
to think that John might be the Christ, so John declared before them all,
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‘I baptise you with water, but someone is coming, Someone who is more
powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will
baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand to
clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his barn; but the chaff
he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’ As well as this, there were many
other things he said to exhort the people and to announce the Good News
to them.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

REFLECT

What is the essence of Christian faith, the cornerstone, the foundation?
What, for the followers of Jesus, is the heart of the matter? Many sincere
believers imagine that to be a disciple is to do certain things, and to avoid
certain other things. In this, they are not entirely wrong, but nor are they
entirely right. Indeed, they are more wrong than right! The very heart of the
Gospel is not what we are supposed to do for God, but what God has already
done for us. The foundation of our faith is not what we do, but what God has
done in Jesus.
Our faith is all about God’s gift to us. God has sent us his Son as our
Redeemer, our Saviour. Does this mean that what we do is irrelevant? Far
from it! What it means it that anything we do as disciples is a response to
what God has done for us. The first letter of Saint John captures this in a
few short words: ‘God loved us first’ (1Jn 4:19). Any good we do, any evil we
patiently endure, the worthy and noble hopes and aspirations we nurture in
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our hearts… all of these are a response to the prior goodness of God, who
has loved us in Jesus.
We should bear this in mind when we listen to today’s Gospel. Notice that
three times in this short reading we hear the words, ‘What must we do?’
Why did people even ask that question? They asked it because they had
encountered the proclamation of Jesus, made by his servant, John the
Baptist. They asked that question because they had seen, they had sensed,
something of the goodness of God that was being proclaimed by John. This
goodness stirred in them the desire to do what was good and right. Their very
question was a response to goodness. They were not initiating a project or
a plan; rather, they were responding – responding, to goodness. They were,
we might say, being honest to goodness!
The meaning of this season of Advent can be summed up as an invitation
to be honest to goodness, honest to the goodness of God, shown to us in
Jesus his Son. Truth to tell, we’re not very good at sustaining that response.
We flounder, we fail, we fall. If the whole business were a matter of our
goodness, our nobility and integrity, we’d have to acknowledge that it’s
all rather unsatisfactory, to say the least. But it’s precisely at those times
when we are aware of our failures that we need to return to the foundation,
the heart of the matter, which is the goodness of God, rather than our own
goodness or our own strength or our own consistency. Advent is a time to
put down roots, once again, in Jesus, who is the Goodness of God. It is He
who draws us out of ourselves and our failures, to a fresh start, to a new
beginning of goodness.
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PRAY

Lord our God, we thank you for this season of renewal, for your invitation to
begin again, to renew our response. Help us to see everything we do, every
effort we make, as a response to your goodness, shown to us in Jesus your
Son, who is Goodness itself. Amen.
Our Synodal Prayer: We stand before you, Holy Spirit, as we gather
together...
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PRAYER FOR THE UNIVERSAL
SYNODAL PATHWAY
We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
and how we are to pursue it.
We are weak and sinful;
do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
nor partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity
so that we may journey together to eternal life
and not stray from the way of truth
and what is right.
All this we ask of You,
who are at work in every place and time,
in the communion of the Father and the Son,
forever and ever. Amen.
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